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Proceedings   and    Debates 

OF    THE    HONOURABLE 

flOUSEofCO.MMONS 

O  F    T  H  E 
Twelfth  Parliament  of  Great-Britain, 

Summoned  to  meet  for  their  fir  ft  Sefiion  on  the  19th  of 
May,  1 76 1,  and  from  thence  continued  by  fever  al 
Prorogations  until  the  third  of  November  the  fame 
Tear,  when  they  met  for  the  Difpatch  of  public 
Bufinefs  \ 

On  which  Day,  purfuant  to  Proclamation,  both 
Houfes  met  at  Weftminfter  -,  and  the  King  being 
on  the  Throne  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  Tent  for 
the  Commons,  who  being  come,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  faid, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
c  T  T  IS  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  command  Lord chan- 
«  jLJ.   me  to  acquaint  you,  that  he  doth  not  think  J*J££j 

*  fit  to  declare  the  caufes  of  calling  this  Parliament, 
4  till  there  mall  be  a  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
4  Commons.     It  is  therefore  his  Majeily's  plea- 

*  fure,  that  you,  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 

*  mons,  do  immediately  repair  to  the  Place  where 

*  the  Commons  ufually  fit,  and  there  chufe  a  fit 

*  peribn  to  be  your  Speaker;  and  that  you  prefent 

*  the  perfon  who  fhall  be  fo  chofen  to  his  Majefly 
Vol.  VI,  B  <  here, 
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here,  for  his  royal  approbation,  on  Friday  next 
(Friday?  Nov.  6.)  at  one  o'clock.' 


The  Commons  returned  to  their  own  houfe. 

And  the  Right  Hon.  George  Grenville  addreffing 

himfelf  to  the  Clerk  (who  Handing  up,  pointed  to 

him,  and  then  fat  down)  laid, 

Right  Hon.      '  Mr.  Dyfon,  We  are  now  anembled  together, 

Gnvvi/Ws   '  in  confluence  of  the  directions  received  from 

fpeech.       c  h}s  Majefty,  and  in  purfuance  of  the  ancient  and 

*  undoubted  right  of  this  houfe,  to  proceed  to  the- 
4  choice  of  a  Speaker. 

4  And,  as  the  bufinefs  of  this  day  mull  necef- 

*  farily  renew  our  concern  for  the  abfence  of  an' 
4  honourable'  perfon,    whom    we   no  longer  fee 

*  amongft  us,  fo  I  am  confident,  that  every  Gen- 
4  tleman  who  hears  me  will  join  with  pleafure  in 
4  paying  the  j lift  tribute  of  praife,  and  of  grati- 
4  tude,  to  that  moll  worthy  and  molt  refpectable 
4  Gentleman,  whofe  eminent  virtues  and  abilities, 
4  whilft  he  prefided  in  the  chair,  entitled  him  to 
4  the  mod  diftinguifhed  marks  of  the  regard  and 
4  affection  of  this  houfe  ;  applauded  by  the  una- 
4  nimous  voice  of  his  country,  and  confirmed  by 
4  the  royal  approbation  of  the  bed  of 'Princes. 

4  Upon  this  occaiion  it  hath  been  ufual  to  point 
4  out  the  qualifications  for  the  due  difcharge  of 
4  that  great  office,  which  is  the  object  of  our 
4  prelent  confideration  *,  and  how  can  I  do  it  more 
4  properly,  or  more  effectually,  than  by  recalling 
4  to  your  minds  the  character  and  behaviour  of 
4  Mr.  Onflow? 

4  There  was  in  him  experience,  knowledge, 
4  authority,  firmnefs,  patience  and  induftry,  dif- 
4  patch  without  precipitation,  vigour  of  mind 
4  iupported  by  the  moft  unfpotted  integrity,  and 
4  tempered  by  the  moft  extenfive  benevolence  and 
4  gentlencfs ;  equally  free  from  the  fordid  love  of 
4  money,  and  from  the  more  dangerous  luft  of 

4  power  \ 
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c  power;  he  was  impartial  to  all  ;  a  condant  en- 
'  courager  of  rifing  merit  ;  defirous  to  affift  the 
c  moft  ignorant,  and   able  to  indrucl    the  mod 

*  knowing  :  fuch  were  the  virtues,  fuch  were  the 
'  talents  which  he  exerted,   during  a  long  and  uri- 

*  exampled  courfe  of  years,  in  this  mod  honour- 
"  able,  but  moil  difficult  flationj  and  he  left  it,  not 
c  too  foon  for  his  own  glory  and  reputation,  which 

*  were  complete,  too  late  I  fear  for  his  health,  worn 
4  out  and  broken  in  this  painful  fervice,  but  much 
^  too  foon  for  the  public  good,  and  for  the  dignity 

*  of  this  houfe,  to  which  he  was  fo  ardently  de- 

*  voted,  and  whofe  efTential  rights,   upon  ali  occa- 

*  fions,  he  moft  firmly  maintained. 

"*  Nor  is  this  the  language  of  flattery  and  exag- 

*  geration  ;  I  appeal  for  the  truth  of  it  to  the  wit- 

*  neffes  of  his  conduct,    to  every  Gentleman  who 

*  fat  in  any  former  Parliament;  I  cannot  therefore 

*  entertain  a  fear  that  this  genuine  teftimony  of 

*  public  gratitude,   and  of  private  friendihip,  for 

*  both  I  feel  mod  fenfibly,  offered  to  him  in  his 
c  abfence  and  retirement,   can  ever  be  afcribed  to 

*  any  lefs  worthy  or  lefs  honourable  inducement. 

>  And  let  not  this  recapitulation  of  his  fervices 
c  be  deemed  foreign  to  the  purpofe  of  this  day,  as 

*  it  mud  be  the  ftrongeft  incitement  to  others  to 

*  copy  and  to  emulate  his  example;  and  thus  mail 
c  the  influence  of  his  virtues  and  public  fpirit,  in 
£  fome  degree,  lupply  his  place,  and  £1111  continue 
4  to  promote  what  were  ever  mod  dear  to  him,  the 
c  honour,  welfare,  and  fecurity  of  the  Commons 
c  of  Great-Britain. 

c  In  this  fituation,   after  fo  great  a  lofs,  it  is  in- 

*  cumbent  upon  us  all  to  confiderwhat  will  be  moft 

*  conducive  to  the  authority  and  credit  of  the  chair, 
c  upon  which  the  dignity,  order  and  difpatch  of 

*  this  great  aiTembly  do  moft  immediate^  depend. 

'  And  it  is  with  this  view,   and  with  this  view 
4  alone,  free  from  every  other  confideration,  that 

B  2  '  I  mall 
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*  I  ihall  beg  leave  to  propofe  to  the  houfe  a  Gen- 

*  tkman,  who,  I  hope  will  be  found  equal  to  the 

*  execution  of  this  important  truft ;  a  Gentleman 

*  of  a  very  ancient  and  honourable  family,  of  an 
c  affluent  and  independent  fortune,  to  iupport  that 

*  high  rank  and  ftation,  of  a  fair  and  unblemifhed 
€  character  to  adorn  it,   free  from  prejudices  of 

*  every  fort,    and  of  that  known  temper  and  mo- 

*  deration  which  are  molt  likely  to  conciliate,  and 

*  to  preferve  to  the  chair,  that  attention  and  refpect 

*  which  are  indifpenfably  necefTary.     To  this  let 

*  me  add,  a  Gentleman  of  great  experience,  who 

*  hath  fat  many  Years  in  Parliament,  and,  during 

*  that  time,  hath  attended  to  the  proceedings,  and 

5  hath  applied  himfelf  to.  the  bufinefs  of  the  houfe, 

6  with  more  than  common  affiduity. 

*  Thefe  and  other  qualifications  have  induced 

*  me,  with  the  concurrence,  and  at  the  requeft  of 

*  many  worthy  members,  to  propofe  to  you  Sir 

*  John  Cuft9  whofe  prefence,  both  for  his  fake  and 

*  my  own,  reflrains  me  from  expatiating  more 
c  fully  upon  this  fubje6t,  as  I  feel  it  a  more  ingenu- 

*  ous  and  becoming  office  to  praife  the  abfent 

*  than  the  prefent  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  conclude 

*  with  moving  you,  that  Sir  John  Cufi  do .take  the 
c  chair  of  this  houfe,  as  Speaker.* 

Then  Lord  Barrington  addrefllng  himfelf  to  the 
Clerk,  faid, 
luABarm       c  Mr.  Dyfon,  I  have  always  great  pleafure  in 
fySZV      c  concurring  with  my  honourable  friend ;   but  it 

*  gives  me  particular  fatisfaction  that  I  have  the 
c  honour  to  fecond  him  at  this  time,  and  on  this 
6  occafion  :  I  join  with  him  in  lamenting,  moft 
'  fincerely,  that  the  prefent  Parliament  (peculiarly 

*  happy  in  many  refpects)  will  not  have  the  ad  van - 
c  tage  which  many  preceding  Parliaments  have 
'  enjoyed,    through  the  care  and  inftru&ion  of 

*  Mr,  Onflow,  who  moft  defervedly  obtained  the 

"-  unani- 
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unanimous  approbation  and  applaufe  of  the 
feveral  affemblies  in  which  he  prefided.  Coming 
young  to  the  chair,  called  to  it  from  an  early 
opinion  univerfally  conceived  of  fuperior  fitnefs 
and  abilities  for  it,  he  equalled  the  mod  fan- 
guine  expectations  of  his  warmeft  friends ;  and 
preferved  inviolate  to  the  laft,  during  more  than 
thirty  years,  the  higheft  reputation  to  which  a 
member  of  this  houfe  can  afpire.  Educated  in 
the  principles  of  liberty  and  of  loyalty,  (which, 
however  incompatible  in  other  countries,  mould 
be  ever  infeparable  in  this)  he  never  deviated 
from  them.  He  faw  and  lamented  the  rage  and 
violence  of  parties,  without  being  infected  by 
their  contagion  ;  and  he  has  had  the  felicity  of 
feeing  them  grow  feeble  in  the  laft  reign,  and 
expire  in  this.  Happy  in  the  juftice  done  by  his 
country  to  the  mature  virtues  of  the  late  King, 
and  the  well-founded  confidence  placed  in  the 
rifmg  virtues  ot  the  prefent. 
c  No  Speaker  ever  preferved  better  the  dignity 
of  this  houfe,  or  the  decency  requifke  in  its  de- 
bates and  proceedings.  This  he  was  enabled  to 
do  by  the  thorough  knowledge  he  acquired  of 
the  conftitution  of  Parliament,  and  of  the  rules 
and  orders  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  If  there 
are  not  among  us  numbers  expert  in  this  ufeful, 
and  indeed  neceffary  part  of  parliamentary  know- 
ledge, it  muft  not  be  imputed  to  him ;  for  he 
was  above  the  mean  arts  of  thofe  who  wifh  to 
keep  fcience  to  themfelves,  and  he  mod  readily 
imparted  it  to  fuch  as  were  defirous  to  attain  it. 
Too  few  in  this  age  have  applied  themfelves  to 
what  ufed  to  be  the  higheft  ambition  of  an  EngHJb 
Gentleman,  that  of  being  a  knowing  Parliament- 
man  ;  but  fome,  much  to  their  honour,  have 
made  ufe  of  their  time  and  talents  in  that  way, 
under  the  moft  kind,  benevolent,  and  communi- 
cative inftructor,  that  perhaps  any  age  has  pro- 
B  3  *  dueedj. 
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duced,  fince  the  beginning  of  our  conflitution. 
Among  thefe,  none  have  taken  more  fuccefsful 
pains  than  the  honourable  Gentleman  juft  named. 
I  will  not  attempt  to  repeat  what  has  been  fo 
juftly  faid  in  his  favour  ;  for  though  it  would  give 
megreat  pleafure  to  exprefs,  in  the  mofr.  particu- 
lar manner,  my  fenfeof  his  worth,  and  the  fic- 
nefs  for  that  chair  which  Mr.  Onflow  filled  with 
the  mod  univerfal  applaufe  ;  he  is  prefent,  and 
I  will  remember  what  pain  his  modefty  might 
feel  from  fuch  a  repetition  *,  as  well  as  the  juftice 
his  merit  would  claim  from  me,  in  any  place 
where  his  birth,  fortune,  principles,  knowledge, 
application,  ability  and  integrity,  were  lefs 
known  in  the  Ho  Life  of  Commons.  I  confefs, 
Sir,  that  I  mould  be  very  forry  to  hear  this  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  named  for  the  chair,  if  I 
thought  there  was  a  probability  of  any  oppofition 
to  the  motion  made  by  my  honourable  friend, 
and  now  humbly  feconded  by  me:  mbdeft  worth 
fhould  not  be  expofed  to  fuch  a  mortification  ; 
but  I  have  a  reafon  of  ftill  higher  import :  God 
forbid  that  this  Parliament  fliould  begin  without 
unanimity.  Difference  in  opinion  this  day  would 
afford  an  unfavourable  profpecl  of  future  divi- 
fion.  The  nation  is  now  thoroughly  united,  and 
inclined  to  be  fo.  h  has  felt  the  fad  fruits  of 
difunion  -9  it  has  tailed  the  happy  effects  of  una- 
nimity, in  a  long  feries  of  profperity  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  National  union  can  fubfilt 
no  longer  than  parliamentary  union  continues; 
and  what  lefs  than  a  thorough  union  of  good 
men,  both  within  doors  and  without,  can  fup- 
port  with  vigour  and  fuccefs  this  truly  Briti[h 
national  war,  which  the  conduct  of  our  enemies 
obliged  us  to  begin,  and  ftill  forces  us  to  conti- 
nue, till  a  iafe  and  honourable  peace  can  be  ob- 
tained,' 


Lord 
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Lord  Egmont  fpoke  next ;  but  his  fpeech  was 
not  taken.  After  which  the  houfe  calling  S'wjohn 
Cuft  to  the  chair,  he  flood  up  in  his  place  and  laid, 

c  Mr.  Dyfon,  The  houfe  will,  I  hope,  make  fome  sir  y.Cujrs 

*  allowances  for  the  confufio'n  in  which  I  rife,  occa-fpeech% 
*-"  fioned  by  the  great,  but  undeferved  honour  which 

'"  the  noble  Lord,  and  very  honourable  Gentleman 
c  over  the  way,  and  the  noble  Lord  near  me  have 
c  done  me,  in  efteeming  me,  in  any  degree,  equal 
'  to  that  high  and  important  office,  which  it  is  the 
4  bufmefs  of  this  day  to  fupply.  After  returning  ^ 
e  them  my  moft  fincere  thanks  for  this  inflate  of 
c  their  good  opinion  of  me,  (partiality  in  my 
c  favour  I  mould  rather  call  it)  I  mufiintreat  them 
4  to  withdraw  their  motion,  and  look  round  this 
c  houfe,  where  are  many  Gentlemen  of  great  inte- 
c  gnty,  knowledge  and  experience  ;  qualifications 
c  which   have  been    fo  properly   reprefented,    as 

*  effential   to   the   character,  of  that  perfon  who 

*  ought  to  prefide  in  this  auguft  afiembly. 

c  Sincerity  of  intention,  and  zeal  for  the  fervice 
c  of  my  King  and  country,  are  the  only  merit  to 

*  which  I  can  lay  any  claim  :    how  defective  I  am 
c  in  other  qualifications,  muft,  I  think,  furely*  be 

*  known  to  thofe  with  whom  I  had  the  honour  to 
J  ferve  in  former  Parliaments  -,   but  it  is  known  to 

c  none,    more  than  to   myfelf:    various   are   the    » 
c  reafons  which  I  could  alledge  for  making  this 

*  requefl :  the  dread  of  laying  open  to  the  public 

*  view  my  own  inability  for  this  office  ♦,  nay,  a  cer- 
*'tainty  of  making  that  conspicuous,  which,  in  a 

*  private  Station,  might  pafs  unobferved  ;  is  of 
c  itfelf  fufBcient.  But  after  what  has  been,  with 
'  fo  much  truth  and  juftice,  faid  of  that  great 
c  perfon,  who  filled  that  chair  for  thirty-four  fuc- 
6  cefiTive  years  -,  when  I  reflect'  upon  his  eminent 

*  abilities,  his  extenfive  knowledge  in  the  confti- 
c  tutional  law  of  this  country,  his  inimitable  me- 

*  thod  of  conducting  the  bufinefs  of  this  houfe  -? 

B  4  -  «  but 
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e  but  above  all,  his  fteadinefs  and  vigour  in  fup- 
c  porting  its  rights  and  privileges,  and  in  them 
c  the  rights  and  privileges  of  all  the  Commons  of 

*  Great-Britain  ;  how  greatly  muft  I  be  alarmed 
c  at  the  difficulties  which  muft  attend  any  fuccef- 

*  for  to  him  ?  I  mod  fincerely  concur  with  the 
c  noble  Lords,  and  very  honourable  Gentleman, 

*  in  lamenting  that  this  excellent  perfon  has  chofen 

*  to  be  no  more  amongft  us-,  let  not  me,  Sir,  have 
c  fo  particular  a  reafon  for  lamenting  his  lofs  be- 

*  yond  any  other  member  of  this  houfe. 

4  Thefe  reafons,  however  powerful,  are  yet  per- 

*  fonal,  and  refpecl:  only  myfdf :  there  are  other 
e  of  a  far  higher,  and  more  important  nature ; 

*  the  honour  of  this  houfe, — its  weight, —  its  au- 
c  thority, — its  dignity.     Thefe  cannot  be  fupport- 

*  cd,  but  by  abilities  much  fuperior  to  mine  ♦,  nor 

*  can  they  furTer  the  lead  diminution  without  i'nfi- 
c  nite  prejudice  to  the  whole,  nation,  in  its  collecl- 

*  ive  as  well  as  reprefentative  capacity  ;  efpecially 
4  in  the  prefent  arduous  conjuncture,  when  affairs 

*  of  the  higheft  concernment  to  his  Majefty  and 

*  thefe  kingdoms,  muft  necefTarily  come  under  the 
6  deliberation  of  this  houfe.  That  thefe  may  re- 
6  ceive  no  detriment  through  my  defects,  I  muft 

*  beg  leave  to  repeat  my  requeft  to  the  very  ho- 

*  nourable  Gentleman  and  noble  Lords,  that  they 
Q  will  permit  me  to  do  the  duty  of  a  private  Mem- 

*  ber  of  .Parliament  in  this  place,  and  leave  me  ia 

*  full  pofTeOlon  of  the  high  honour  already  con- 
c  ferred  upon  me,  without  a  podibility  of  its  turn* 
'  ing  to  the  di  fad  vantage  of  this  houfe,  the  pub* 

*  lie,  or  myfelf/ 

,  The  houfe  again  calling  Sir  John  Cufi  to  the 
chair,  he  was  taken  out  of  his  place  by  Mr.  Gren- 
ville  and  Lord  Barrington,  who  led  him  from 
thence  to  the  chair,  where,  upon  the  firft  itep,  he 
fad, 

&  *  I  mull 
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'  I  mull  once  more  defire  Gentlemen  to  reflect 
c  on  what  they  have  done,  and  I  mufl  intreat  them 
*.  to  call  one  to  this  chair  much  better  qualified  for 

*  a  truft  of  fo  high  and  important  a  nature/ 
But  the  members  cried,  No,  no. 
Whereupon  he  afcended  the  upper  flep  of  the 

chair,  and  (landing  there,  faid, 

c  The  commands  of  this  houfe  I  mall  ever  re- 

*  ceive  with  the  utmofl  deference ;  and,  upon 
c  every  future  occafion,  I  fhall  efteem  it  the  great- 

*  eft  glory  of  my  life  to  obey  them.     I  mufl  re- 

*  turn  my  humble  acknowledgements  to  the  houfe 
e  for  this  inftanceof  their  favourable  fentiments  of 
c  me  ;  but   hope  they  will  give  me  leave  to  lay 

*  my  imperfections  before  his  Majefty,  and  defire 

*  his  gracious  permifllon,  that  the  houfe  may  ap- 

*  point  another  perfon,  more  worthy  of  the  dig- 
6  nity  of  this  chair,  and  their  own.' 

He  then  fat  down  in  the  chair ;  and  the  mace 
(which  before  lay  under  the  table)  was  now  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Lord  Thomond  then  moved  to  adjourn  to  Friday 
November  the  6th,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  is  a  L I S  T  of  the  Me  m  b  e  r  s  returned 
for  this  Parliament* 

Bedfordshire.  Abingdon. 

Marquis  of  Taviflock.  John  Morton 
R.  Henley  Ongley  New  Windfor, 

Bedford.  Hon.  John  Fitzwilliam 

Richard  Vernon  Hon.  Auguflus  Keppel. 
Francis  Heme  Wallingford. 

Berkshire.  Sir  John  Gibbons 

Henry  Pye  John  Hervey 
Arthur  Vanfittart  Bucks. 

Reading.  Sir  William  Stanhope 

Sir  Francis  Knollys  Richard  Lowndes 


John  Dodd 


Suet- 
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Buckingham. 
-r    4  Rt  hon.  Geo.  Grenville 
Rt  hon.  Ja.  Grenville 
Chipping  Wyccmb. 
Vifcount  Fitzmaurice 
Robert  Waller 

AyUjbury. 
John  Wilkes 
Wellbore  Ellis 

Great  Marlow. 
William  Clayton 
William  Matthew  Burt 

Wendover. 
Richard  Cavendifh 
Verney  Lovett 

Agmondefham, 
William  Drake 
Benet  Garard 

Cambridgeshire. 
Marquis  of  Granby 
Vifcount  Royfton 
.   Cambridge  Univerfity. 
Hon.  Edward  Finch 
Hon.  Tho.  Townfhend 


Hon.  C.  Sloane  Cadogan 
Soame  Jenins 

Cheshire. 
Samuel  Egerton 
Thomas  Cholmondeley 

Chefter. 
Thomas  Grofvenor 
Rich.  Wilbraham  Bootle 

Cornwall. 
Sir  John  St.  Aubin 
James  Buller 

Launcefton. 
Humphry  Moris 
Peter  Burrel 
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Lejkard. 
Philip  Stephens 
Anthony  Chapman 

Leftwithiel 
James  Edward  Colleton 
Lieut.Gen.Geo.Howard 

Truro. 
George  Bofcawen 
John  Bofcawen 

Bodmin. 
George  Hunt 
John  Parker,  jun. 

Helfton. 
Hon.  Francis  Godolphiri 
John  Evelyn 

Saltajh. 
John  Cleveland 
George  Adams 

Camelford. 
Samuel  Martyn 
Barth.  Burton 
Weft  low,  or  Fortpighath. 
William  Trelawney 
Francis  Buller 

Grampound. 
Merrick  Burrell 
Simon  Fanfhaw 

Eajilow, 
John  Buller 
Francis  Galhry, 
•    Benryn. 
Sir  Edward  Turner 
Admiral  Rodney 

Tregoney. 
William  Trevanion 
Abraham  Hume. 

Boffwey. 
Edw.  Wortley  Montagu 
John  Richmond  Webb 
St. 
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0/.  Ives, 
Hum.  Mackworth  Praed 
Charles  Hotham 

Fowey. 
Jonathan  Raflileigh 
George  Edgcumbe 

St. Maws. 
Richard  Huffey 
Edmund  Nugent 
Callington. 
Fane  William  Sharpe 
Richard  Stephens 

Newport, 
John.  Lee 
John  Bull 

St.  Ger  mains, 
Edward  Elliott 
Philip  Stanhope 

St.  Mitchell. 
James  Scawen 
John  Stephenfon 

Cumberland. 
Sir  John  Pennington 
Sir  James  Lowther 

Carlijle. 
Raby  Vane 
Henry  Curwen 

Cockermouth. 
Sir  John  Mordaunt 
Charles  Jenkinfon 
Derbyshire. 
Lord  George  Cavendifh 
Sir  Harry  Harpur. 

Derby. 
Lord  Fred.  Cavendifh 
Geo.  Venables  Vernon 

Devonshire. 
Sir  William  Courtenay 
Sir  R.  Warw.  Bamfyldc 
5 
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Exeter. 
John  Tuckfield 
John  Rolle  Walter 

Afhburton. 
Hon.  Thomas  Walpole 
John  Harris 

.  Tiverton. 
Sir  Edward  Montagu 
Nathaniel  Rider 

Clifton,  Dartmouth. 
V-ifcb unt  Howe 
John  Jeffreys 

Ookhampton. 
Alexander  Forreftcr 
Wen  man  Coke 
Honiton. 
Henry  Reg.  Courtenay 
John  Duke 

Plymouth.. 
Vifcount  Barrington 
Admiral  Pocock 
Beeralfton. 
Sir  Fra.  Henry  Drake 
George  Hobart 

Plympton. 
Sir  William  Baker 
George  Treby 
Totnefs. 
Prowfe  Trift 
Richard  Savage  Lloyd 

i  ^  Barnfiaple. 
George  A  my  and 
Dennis  Rolle 

/  Tavifiock. 
Richard  Rigby 
Rich.  Nevil  Aldfworth 

Dorsetshire. 
George  Pitt 
Humphry  Sturt 

Pool 


II 
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Pool. 
Jofeph  Gulilon 
Col.  Thomas  Calcraft 

Dorchejler. 
Lord  Milton 
Thomas  Forfter' 
Lyme  Regis. 
Thomas  Fane 
Henry  Fane 

Melcomb  Regis. 
Sir  Francis  Daihwood 
John  Tucker 

Weymouth. 
John  Oi  mi  us 
Richard  Glover 

Bridport? 
Thomas  Coventry 
Sir  Gerard  Napier 

Shaft/bury. 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote 
Samuel  Touchet 

Wareham. 
John  Pitt 
Thomas  Erie  Dra% 

Corf  Cafile. 
"Vifcount  Malpas 
Henry  Bankes 

Durham* 
Frederick  Vane 
Robert  Shaftoe 

Durham  .City. 
Henry  Lambton 
John  Temped 

Essex. 
Sir  William  Maynar'd 
William  Harvey 

Colchefter. 
Ifaac  Martin  Rebow  > 
Charles  Gray 
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Maiden. 
John  Bullock 
Bamber  Gafcoyne 

Harwich. 
Hon.  Cha.  Townfliend 
John  Roberts 

Gloucestershire. 
Norb.rne  Berkeley 
Thomas  Chefter 

Gloucrfter  City. 
Geo.  Aug.  Selwyn 
Charles  Barrow 

Tewkejbury. 
Sir  William  Codringtoil 
Jftcholfon  Calvert 

Cirencefter. 
Vifcount  Downe 
James  Whitfhed 

Herefordshire* 
Sir  John  Morgan 
Vekers  Cornwall 

Hereford  City. 
Cha.  Fitz.  Scudamore 
John  Symons 

Leotninfter* 
Chafe  Pryfe 
Jennifon  Shaftoe 
Weobly. 
Marquis  of  Tichfield 
Hon.  Fred^Thynne 
Hertfordshire. 
Thomas  Plumer  BydQ 
Jacob  Houblon 
Hertford. 
John  Calvert 
Timothy  Cafwell 

St.  Albans, 
Vifcount  Newnham 
James.  Weft 
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HlTNTINGTONSHIRE. 

Newton. 

Lord  Mandeville 

Peter  Leigh 

LordCarysfort 

Randal  Wilbraham 

Huntington. 

Leicestershire, 

Edward  Montagu 

Sir  Thomas  Palmer 

Robert  Jones 

Edward  Smith 

Kent. 

Leicefter* 

Sir  William  Knatchbull 

George  Wright 

Robert  Fairfax 

James  Wigley 

Canterbury  City. 

Lincolnshire. 

Thomas  Bed 

Lord  Brownloe  Bertie 

Richard  Mills 

Thomas  Whichcott 

Rochejler. 

Lincoln  City. 

Lord  Parker 

Col.  George  Monfon 

Admiral  Townfhend 

Conigfby  Sibthorpe 

Queenborough. 

Staniford. 

Sir  Charles  Frederick] 

John  Chaplin 

Sir  Piercy  Brett 

Geo.  Bridges  Brudenel 

Maid/tone. 

Grantham. 

Rofe  Fuller 

Lord  George  Manners 

William  Nor  they 

Sir  John  Cud 

Lancashire. 

Bofton. 

Lord  Strange 

Lord  Robert  Bertie 

James  Shuttle  worth 

John  Mitchell 

Lancafter. 

Great  Grimjby. 

Sir  George  Warren 

Henry  Knight 

Francis  Reynolds 

Jofeph  Mellifh 

Prefton. 

Middlesex, 

Nicholas  Fazakerley 

Sir  W.  B.  Pro&or 

Edmund  Starkie 

George  Cook 

Liverpool. 

Westminster." 

Sir  William  Meredith 

Vifcount.  Pulteney 

Sir  Ellis  Cunliffe 

Edward  Cornwallis 

Wigan. 

LONDON- 

Fletcher  Norton 

Sir  Robert  Ladbroke 

Simon  Luttereil 

Sir  Richard  Glynn 

Clitberoe. 

William  Bcckford 

Thomas  Lifter 

Hon.  Thomas  Harley 

Afheton  Curzon 

Mgn~ 
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Monmouthshire. 
William  Morgan 
Capel  Hanbury 

Monmouth. 
Benjamin  Bathurft 

Norfolk. 
Rt  hon.  G.  Townfhend 
Sir  Armine  Wodehoufe 

Norwich  City. 
Harbbrd  Harbord 
Edward  Bacon 

*  Kings  Lynn. 
Sir  John  Turner 
Horatio  Walpole 

Great  Yarmouth. 
Sir  Edward  Walpole 
Charles  Townfhend 

Thetford. 
Hen.  Seymour  Conway 
•  Aubrey  Beauclerk 
Cafile-Rijmg. 
Hon.  Thomas  Howard. 
Charles  Boone 
Northamptonshire. 
Sir  Edmund  Imam 
William  Cartwright 
Peterborough  City. 
Sir  Matthew  Lamb 
Armftead  Parker 

Northampton. 
Hon.  Spencer  Compton 
Frederick  Montagu 

Brackley. 
Marine  Dickcnfon 
Robert  Wood 

Higham  Ferrers. 
1 ion.  John  Yorke 

Northumberland. 
Sir  Henry  Grey 
George  Delaval 
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Newcaftle  upon  Tyne. 
Sir  Walter  Blacket 
Matthew  Ridley 

Berwick  upon  Tweed. 
Thomas. .Watfon 
John  Craufurd 

Morpeth. 
Lord  Garlies 
Thomas  Duncombe 

Nottinghamshire. 
Lord  Robert  Sutton 
John  Hewett 

Nottingham. 
Hon.  Col.  Howe 
John  Plumptree 

Eaft  Retford. 
John  White 
John  Shelly 

Newark  on  'Trent, 
John  Manners 
Thomas  Thoroton 
Oxfordshire. 
Lord  Charles  Spencer 
Sir  James  Dalhwood 
Oxford  Univerjity. 
Sir  Roger  Newdigate 
Peregrine  Palmer 
Oxford  City. 
Hon*  Robert  Lee 
Sir  Thomas  Stapleton 

New  Woodftock, 
Vifcount  Bateman 
Anthony  Keck 

Banbury. 
Lord  North 

Rutland. 
Thomas  Noel 
Thomas  Chambers  Cecil 

Salop. 
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Sir  John  Aftlcy 
Richard  Lyfter 

Shrew/bury, 
Thomas  Hill 
Col.  Robert  Clive 

Ludlow. 
Edward  Herbert 
Henry  Bridgman 
Bridgnorth,    otherwise 
Bruges. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Whitmore 
John  Gray 

Wenlock. 
Brooke  Forrefter 
Col.  Cecil  Forrefter 
Bijhops  Cajlle. 
Peregrine  Cud 
Francis  Child 

Somersetshire. 
Sir  C.  Kemys  Tynte 
Thomas  Prowfe 

'Briftoi  Qty.  - 
Robert  Nugent 
Jarrat  Smith 

Taunton. 
Earl  of  Tyrconnel 
Vifcount  Farnham 

Ivelchefier. 
Earl  of  Egmont 
Jof.  Tolfon  Lockyer 

Milborn  Fort. 
Thomas  Medlycott 
Edward  Walter 

Wells  City. 
Lord  Digby 
Clement  Tudway 
Bridgewater, 
Earl  of  Egmont 
Edward  Southwell 


Bath  City. 
Vifcount  Ligonier 
Rt  hon.  William  Pitt 

Minehead. 
Earl  of  Thomond 
Henry  Shiffner 
Earl  of  Clanbraffil 
Southampton,  of 
Hampshire. 
Henry  Bilfon  Legge 
Simeon  Stuart 

Winchefter  City. 
Lord  Harry  Pawlett 
Henry  Pen  ton 

Southampton, 
Henry 'Dawkins 
Hans  Stanley 

Port/mouth. 
Sir  Edward  Hawke 
Sir  M.  Featherftonhaugh 

Newport. 
Thomas  Lee  Dummer 
Adm.  Charles  Holmes 

Yarmouth. 
Lord  Holmes 
LtGdn.  Hen.  Holmes 

Newtown. 
Sir  John  Barring  ton 
Harcourt  Powell 

Lymington. 
Adam  Drummond 
Harrv  Burrard 

Chrift  church. 
Hon.'Tho.  Robinfon 
James  Harris 

Andover. 
Sir  John  Griffin  Griffin 
Sir  Fran.  Blake  Delaval 

WhiU 


Pauli  am 

Whitchurch, 
George  Jennings 
Tho.  Townfhend,  jun. 

Petersfield. 
John  Jolliffe 
Richard  Pennant 
Slockhridge. 
George  Prefcot 
Nicholas  Linwood 

Staffordshire* 
Lord  Gray 
William  Baggott 

'  Litchfield  City. 
John  Levett 
Thomas  Anfon 
Stafford. 
Wil.  Rich.  Chetwynd 
William  Chetwynd 

Newcajlle  Underline. 
General  Waldegrave 
Henry  Vernon 

Suffolk. 
Rowland  Holt 
Tho.  Charles  Bunbury 

Tpfwich. 
Thomas  Staunton    ,< 
Francis  Vernon. 
Dunwich. 
Rt.  hon.  Henry  Fox 
Eliab  Harvey 

Orford. 
John  Offley 
Thomas  Worfley 
Aldborough. 
Z.  Philip  Fonnerau 
Fhilip  Fonnereau 

Sudbury. 
Thomas  Fonnereau 
John  Henniker 
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Eye. 
Charles  Cornwallis,Vifc. 

Brome 
Flon.  Henry  Cornwallis 

Bury  St.  Edmunds. 
Col.  Charles  Fitzroy 
Hon.  Auguftus  Hervey 

Surry. 
Sir  Francis  Vincent 
George  Onflow 

Gatton. 
Sir  James  Colebroke 
Thomas  Brand 

Haflemere. 
Tho.  More  Molyneux 
Philip  Carteret  Webb 

Bkchingly. 
Sir  Kenrick  Clayton 
Charles  Whitworth 

Ryegate. 
Hon.  Charles  Yorke 
Charles  Cocks 

Guildford. 
Sir  John  Elwill 
George  Onflow 

Southwark. 
Alexander  Hume 
Jofeph  Mawby 

Sussex. 
Thomas  Pelham 
John  Butler 

Horjham. 
Charles  Ingram 
Sir  Lionel  Pilkington 

Bramber. 
Flon.  Andrew  Archer 
William  Fitzherbert 

New 
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New  Shoreham. 
Sir  W.Pere  Williams 
Lord  Vifc  Middleton 

Midhurjl. 
Hon.  William  Hamilton 
Col.  John  Burgoyne 

Eaft  Grinftead. 
Earl  of  Middlefex 
Lord  George  Sackville 

Steyning. 
Frafer  Honeywood 
John  Tomlinfon 
George  Medley 
Arundel. 
George  Colebroke 
John  Briftow. 

Lewes. 
Sir  Francis  Pole 
Thomas  Sergifon 
Chichefier. 
Lord  George  Lenox 
John  Page 

Warwickshire. 
Sir  Charles  Mordaunt 
William  Craven 

Coventry  City. 
Hon.  Andrew  Archer 
James  Hewit 
William  Grove 

'Tamworth. 
Lord  Villiers 
Sir  Robert  Burdett 

Warwick. 
Lord  Dungarvon 
Henry  Archer 

Westmoreland. 
Sir  James  Lowther,  dfo 
for  Cumberland. 
John  Upton,  jnn. 
Vol.  VI. 


AXES. 

Appleby. 
Major  Gen.  Honeywood 
Major  Gen.  Stanwix 

Wiltshire. 
Sir  Robert  Long 
Edward  Popham 

New  Sarum  City. 
Hon.  Edward  Bouverie 
Julines  Beckford 
Devizes. 
John  Garth 
William  Willy 

Marlborough. 
John  Montagu,  Lord 

Bruaenell. 
Col.  Robert  Brudenell 

Chippenham. 
Sir  Samuel  Fludyer 
Edward  Baynton  Rok 

Calne. 
Daniel  Bull 
Thomas  Ducket 

Malmjhury. 
Earl  of  Tylney 
Hon.  Tho.  Conolly 

Cricklade. 
Thomas  Gore 
Arnold  Nefbic 

Hindon. 
William  Blackftone 
Edward  Morant 

Old  Sarum. 
Thomas  Pitt 
Howell  Gwynn 

Heytefiury. 
Pierce  Acourt  A(b 
General  William  Acourt 
Afti 

C  Wefir 
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Weft  bury. 
Peregrine  Bertie 
Chauncey  Townfhend 

Wotton  Bajfet. 
Henry  St.  John 
T.  Eftcouri  Crefwell 

LudgerJhalL 
Thomas  Whateley 
John  Paterfon 

Wilt  on  i 
Robert  Herbert 
Nicholas  Herbert 

Downtorii 
Charles  Pratt 
James  Hays 

Great  BedwyH. 
Admiral  Tho.  Coates 
William  Woodley 

WoRCESTERSHI  R  E. 

John  Ward 
William  Dowdefwell 

Worcefter  City. 
Henry  Crabb  Boulton 
John  Wallh 

Eve/ham. 
Sir  John  Rufhout 
John  Rufhout 

Droitwich,  or  Wych. 
Hon.  Robert  Harley 
Thomas  Fowley 
Bewdtey. 
Sir  Edw.  Winnington 
Yorkshire. 

Sir  George  Savile 
Edwin  Lafcelles 
York  City. 
Sir  George  Armitage 
Robert  Lane 
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King  ft  on. 
Lord  Robert  Manners 
Sir  George  Metham 

Aldborough. 
Andrew  Wilkinfon 
Nat.  Cholmondeley 
Boroughbridge. 
Sir  Cecil  Bipfhop 
Brice  Fifher 

Beverley. 
Michael  Newtori 
George  Tuffhell 
Heydon. 
Admiral  Saunders 
Peter  Dennis 

Knarejborough. 
Sir  Henry  Slingfby 
Lord  J.  Cavendifh 

Malton. 
Hon.  Henry  Finch 
John  Moflyn 

Northallerton. 
Daniel  Lafcelles 
Edwin  Lafcelles 

Pontefratl. 
Vifcount  Gall  way 
Wil.  Gerard  Hamilton 

Richmond. 
Earl  of  Ancram 
Sir  Ralph  Millbank 

Rippon. 
William  Aidabie 
William  Lawrence 
Scarborough. 
William  Ofbaldifton 
John  Major 

Tbirfe. 
Adm.  Tho.  Frankland 
Hon.  Hen.  Grenville 

BARONS 
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BARONS    of   the 

Cinque  Ports. 

Haftings. 

Hon.  James  Brudenell 

William  Afhburnham 

Sandwich. 
Vifcount  Conyngham 
Dr.  George  Hay 

Dover. 
Sir  Jofeph  York 
Dr.  Edward  Simpfon 

New  Rcmney. 
Edward  Dering 
Thomas  Knight,  jun. 

Hythe. 
Lord  George  Sackville 
"William  Glanville 

Rye. 
Philips  Gibboa 
John  Bentinck 

Winchelfea. 
Earl  of  Thomond 
Tho.  Orby  Hunter 

Seaford. 
Vifcount  Gage 
James  Peachy 

WALES. 
Anglefey. 
Owen  Meynck 

Beaumaris. 
Richard  Price 

Brecon  County. 
Thomas  Morgan 

Brecon  Borough. 
Thomas  Morgan,  jun. 

Cardiganshire* 
John  Hugh  Price 

Cardigan. 
Herbert  Lloyd 


ATES, 

Carma  EJ  THENSHIRE. 
George  Price 

Carmarthen. 
Earl  Verncy 

CaE  <  NARVONSH1RE. 

Thomas  Wynn 

Caernarvon. 
Sir  John  Wynn 

Denbighshire. 
Sir  Lynch.  Sal.  Cotton 

Denbigh. 
Richard  Middleton 
Flintshire. 
Sir  Roger  Moityn 

Flint. 
Sir  John  Glynn 

Glamorganshire. 
Sir  Edmund  Thomas 

Cardiff'. 
Herbert  Mackworth 
Merionethshire. 
William  Vaughan 

Montgomeryshire. 
Edward  Kynafton. 
Montgomery. 
Richard  Clive 

Pembrokeshire. 
Sir  John  Philipps 

Haverfordweft. 
William  Edwards 

Pembroke. 
Sir  William  Owert 

Radnorshire. 
Marquis  of  Carnarvon 

New  Radnor. 
Edward  Lewis 
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SCOTLAND. 

Aberdeen. 
Lord  Adam  Gordon 

Airjhire. 
Col.  Arch.  Montgomery 

Argyll/hire. 
Dongal  Campbell 
Bamfffhire. 
Vifcount  Macduff 
Berwick/hire. 
James  Pringle,  jun. 

Caithnefsjhire. 
John  Scott 

Cromarty  and  Nairn. 
Pryfe  Campbell 

Dumbarton/hire. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Campbell 

Dumfries/hire. 
Major  Gen.  Douglas 

Edinburgh/hire. 
Sir  Alexander  Gilmore 

Elgin/hire. 
James  Grant,  jun. 

Fifejhire. 
Gen.  James  St.  Clair 

Forfarjhire. 
Earl  of  Pan  mure 

Haddingt  on/hire. 
Andrew  Fletcher. 
Invernefsjhire. 
Colonel  Frazer 
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Kincar  din/hire. 
Sir  James  Carnegie 

Kircudbright  Steuarty. 
John  Rofs  Mackye 
Klackmannan. 
James  Abercrombie 

-  Lanerkjhire. 
Daniel  Campbell 

Linlithgowjhire. 

Hon.  Cha.  Hope  Weir 

Orkney  and  Zetland. 

Sir  James  Douglas 

Peeblejhire. 

Jn.Dickfon  of  Kilbucko 

Perth/hire. 
Lord  John  Murray 
Renfrew/hire. 
Patrick  Crawford 
Rofs/hire. 
Lord  Fortrofe 

Roxburgjhire. 
Walter  Scott 

Selkirk/bire.  . 
Hon.  Gilbert  Elliott 

Stirling/hire. 
James  Campbell 

Sutherland/hire. 
Hon.  Col.  Alex.  Mackey 

Wigtounjldire. 
John  Hamilton 


Royal  Burghs  of  Scotland.     ( 1 5  Diftricts.) 
Edinburgh,   City  of       George  Lind 
Bur chs  of  Glafgow,  Renfrew,  Ruglen,  Dumbarton 

Lord  Fred.  Campbell 
Aberdeen,  Inverhervy,  Montrofe,  Aberlrc- 
tbick,  &c,     David  Scot  of  Scotftarvet 


Burghs 


A.  1761.        DEBATES.  fct 

Burghs  of  Dumfries,  Sanquahar,  Annan,  Lcchmab  en, 
&c.  Tho.  Miller,  Ld.  Advocate 

P^r/^,  Forfar,  Dundee,  Coupar,  St.  An- 
drews      George  Dempfter 
Stirling,  Innerkithen,  Dumferline,  Queens- 

ferry,  &c.  Adm.  Francis  Holburn  \ 
Invernefs,  Fortrofe,  Nairn,  Ferns 

Sir  Alexander  Grant 
Elgin,  Culkn,  Bamff,  Inverrurie,  Kintore 

Andrew  Mitchell 
Haddington,  Dunbar,  N.  Berwick,  Lau- 
•    der,  &c.    Sir  Hugh  Dalrymple 
Air,  Irwin,  Rothefay,  Campbeltoun,  In- 

verary       Lord  Frederick  Campbell 
Selkirk,    Peebles,     Linlithgow,    Lanerk 

John  Rofs 
Craill,  Kinrenny,Anfiruther  E.  ScW.Pit- 

tenween     Sir  Henry  Erifkine 
Dyfart,Kirkcaldie,  Kinghorne,  Burntifland 

James  Olwald 
Kirkwall,    Week,    Dornock,    Dingwall, 

Taine        Sir  Harry  Monro 
Wigton,  New  Galloway,  Stranraur,  Whit- 
horn        Colonel  Montgomery 

On  Friday  November  the  6th,  the  houfe  met, 
purfuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  King  being 
upon  the  throne  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  fent  for 
the  Commons,  who  attended  his  Majefty  accord- 
ingly, whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  faid, 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 
«  YOUR  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fub-  sir  y.Cujr* 
■     X    jecls,   the  Commons  of  Great-Britain,  in  fpeech> 
c  Parliament   affembled,    have,   in    obedience    to 

*  your  Majefty's  commands,    and   according    to 
«  their  ancient  right,  proceeded  to  the  election  of 

*  one  of  their  members  to  be  their  Speaker  •,  whom. 
j*  they   now  prefent  to  your  Majefty.     But,  Sir, 

C  3  ?  with 
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'  with  the  utmoft  concern  mud  I  acquaint  your 

6  Majefty,    that  out  of  fo  many  amongft  them, 

*  eminently  qualified  for  this  important  ftation, 
c  their  choice  has  fallen  upon  me.     Under  the  ap^ 

*  prehenfions  of  my  mind,  arifing  from  a  confci- 
«  oufnefs  of  my  own  inability  to  difcharge,   as  I 

*  ought,  fo  great  a  truft,  I  have  this  fatisfaction, 

*  that   I  can  now   be  an  humble  fuitor  to  your 

*  Majefly,  that  you  would  give  your  faithful  Com- 
c  mons  an  opportunity  of  rectifying  this,  the  only 

*  inadvertent  ftep  which  they  can  ever  take  ;  and 

*  be  graqioufly  pleafed  to  direct  them  to  pretent 
c  fome  other  to  your  Majefty,  whom  they  may 

*  not  hereafter  be  forry  to  have  chofen,  nor  your 
'  Majefty  to  have  approved, 

'  I  do  not  preiume,  Sir,  to  make  this  reqneft  to 

*  your  Majefty  on  my  own  account ;  it  is  for  the 

*  fake  of  your  Majefty's  fervice,   the  fake  of  your 

*  faithful  Commons,   and,  that  will  ever  be  mod 

*  dear  to  you,  Sir,  the  interefts  of  your  whole 
'  people;  that  thofe  arduous  and  urgent  affairs, 
i  which  have  induced  your  Majefty  to  call  this 
c  Parliament,   may  receive  no  prejudice  through 

*  my  defects  ;  nor  the  zealous  endeavours  of  your 

*  faithful  Commons,  for  the  fervice  of  your  Majefty 
c  and   their   country,    be   in  any  wife  obftrqeted 

*  through  this  their  partiality  to  me.' 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  after  receiving  direc- 
tions from  his  Majefty,   faid, 
Sir  John  Cnft, 
Lord  Chan-      '  I  am  commanded  by  his  Majefty  to  acquaint 
c  you,    that,    although   your  owii    modefty   may 
'  prompt  you  to  decline  fo  important  an  office  as 

*  that,   into  which  you  are  elected  ♦,  yet  he  hath  fo 

*  good  an  opinion  of  your  integrity,  diligence,  and 
'  furBcien'cy,  for  executing  the  higheft  truft,  that 
'  his  Majefty  is  perfectly  lausried  with  the  choice 

4  the 
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*  the  houfe  of  Commons  have  made,  and  doth  al- 

*  }ow  and  confirm  you  to  be  their  Speaker.5 

Then  Mr.  Speaker  faid, 
c  It  is  my  duty,  Sir,  to  fubmit  myfelf  to  yojursir y.Cufa 

*  Majefty's  pleafure,  and  no  longer  to  decline  thatfpeeth* 

*  fervice  which  your  Majefty  is  gracioufly  pleafed 

*  to  think  me  capable  of  undertaking. 

'  Permit  me,  Sir,  with  my  moil  dutiful  ac- 
f  knowledgements  to  your  Majefty  for  this  mark 
c  of  your  royal  grace  and  favour,    to  allure  your 

*  Majefty  of  my  utmoft  endeavours  faithfully  to 

*  diicharge  this  truft  to  the  beft  of  my  fmall  abili* 
f  ties  •,  and  if  I  fail  not  in  uprightnefs  of  heart  and 
c  zeal  for  your  iVIajefty's  and  the  public  fervice,  I 
f  intirely  rely  upon  your  Majefty's  goodnefs  to 
6  pardon  all  my  failings  and  involuntary  errors,  at 

*  lead,  that  they  may  not  be  imputed  to  your  fai.th- 
f  ful  Commons.     That  they,  Sir,  may  be  the  bet- 

*  ter  enabled  to  perform  their  duty  to  your  Majefty 
c  and  their  country  ;  T  do  in  their  name,  and  on 
f  their  behalf^by  humble  petition  to  your  Majefty, 

*  lay  claim  to  all  their  ancient  rights  and  privileges, 
?  particularly,  that  their  perfons,  their  fervants, 
c  and  eftates,  may  be  free  from  arrefts,  fuits,  and 

*  ajl  moleftation  *,  that  they  may  have  liberty  of 
'  fpeech  for  the  better  management  of  their  de- 

*  bates  ;    accefs  to  your  royal  perlbn  on  all  feafon- 

*  able  occafions  ;   and,  that  their  proceedings  may 

*  receive  from  your  Majefty  the  mpft  favourable 
4  interpretation.' 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellpr,   after  receiving  fur- 
ther directions  from  his  Majefty,  faid, 
c  Mr.  Speaker, 

*  The  King  hath  the  greateft  confidence  in  theLordChan- 
c  duty  and  affection  of  this  houfe  of  Commons,  to"1^ 
4  his  perfon  and  government,    and  in  the  wifdom, 

*  temper,  and  prudence,  which  will  accompany  all 

C  4  'their 
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c  their  proceedings;  and  his  Majefty  doth  readily, 
c  and  willingly  grant  and  allow  them  all  their  pri- 
'■  vileges,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner,  as  they 
c  have  at  any  time  been  granted  and  allowed  by 

*  any  of  his  royal  predeceftbrs.  As  to  that  part  of 
'  your  requeft,  which  perfonally  relates  to  yourfelf, 

*  that  you  may  enter  into  this  weighty  office  with 
c  proper  confidence  and  fatisfaction,  I  am  com- 
«  manded  by  his  Majefty,  to  acquaint  you,  that  he 
'  will  make  the  moft  favourable  conftruction  of  all 
'  your  words  and  a&ions.' 

The  houfe  being  returned, 
Mr.  Speaker  reported,  that  the  houfe  had  at- 
tended his  Majefty  in  the  houfe  of  Peers,  where 
his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  approve  the  choice  they 
had  made  of  him  to  be  their  Speaker ;  and  to 
grant  and  allow  to  them,  upon  petition  of  claim, 
made  by  nim  to  his  Majefty  in  the  name,  and  on 
the  behalf  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  for  that 
purpofe,  all  their  ancient  rights  and  privileges  in 
as  ample  and  beneficial  a  manner  as  ever  they  were 
enjoyed  by  any  of  their  predecefibrs  :  particularly, 
that  themfelves,  their  fervants,  and  eftates,  mould 
be  free  from  arrefts,  and  all  other  moleftation  : 
that  they  fhould  enjoy  freedom  of  fpeech  in  their 
debates  -5  and  have  liberty  of  accefs  to  his  royal 
perfon,  when  occafion  mould  require  it. 

And  then  Mr.  Speaker  faid, 

c  And  now  I  muft  beg  leave  to  repeat  my  bed 

c  acknowlegements  to  the  houfe,  for  the  unde- 

c  ferved  honour,   which  they  have  thus  conferred 

'  upon   me.     The  beft  return  in  my  power  to 

*  make  them,  is,  to  afTure  them  of  my  earned 

*  endeavours  faithfully  to  difcharge  this  truft  \  at 
1  leaft,  they  fhall  ever  find  in  me  a  true  zeal  for 

*  their  honour  and  iervice,  uprightnefs  of  intert- 
f  tion,  unbiafled  impartiality,  and  a  due  refpect 

c  to 
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c  every  member  of  the  houfe.  On  thefe  condi- 
«  tions  I  may  venture  to  afk,  and  have  no  doubt 
'  of  obtaining,  their  pardon  and  indulgence  for 
c  all  involuntary  errors,  and  their  aid  and  affift- 
5  ance  in  correcting  thofe  errors. 

'  The  happy  unanimity  which  at  prefent  fub- 
c  fifts  throughout  the  kingdom,  (and  which  I  pray 

*  to  God  may  continue)  renders  it  unneceffary  for 

*  me  to  caution  them  againft  thofe  heats,  and  per- 

*  fonal  animofities,  which  have  formerly  been  fuch 

*  an  impediment  to  bufinefs,  and  fuch  an  inter- 

*  ruption  to  debates. 

*  The  weight  and  authority  with  which   my 

*  great    predeceffor    conftantly   recommended   a 

*  compliance  with  the   rules  and  orders   of  the 

*  houfe,  make  it  equally  unneceffary  for  me  to 
J  add  any  thing  on  this  fubjecl. 

'  But  Gentlemen  will,  I  hopev  excufe  me,  if 

*  I  earneftly  intreat  them  to  take  into  their  confi- 

*  deration  the  ill  confequences  of  late  hours:  thofe 

*  who  have  fat  in  former  parliaments,   mufl  have 

*  feen,  how,  on  the  one  hand,    bufinefs  of  im- 

*  portance  has  been  done  haftily,  and  without  due 

*  deliberation  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  bufinefs 

*  of  as  great  moment  put  off  from  day  to  day  ; 

*  and  at  laft  totally  neglected.  Thefe  great  incon- 
V  veniencies  might  be  prevented,  if  Gentlemen 
'  would  turn  their  thoughts  to  fome  method  of 

*  enforcing  an  earlier  attendance.' 

The  houfe  then  proceeded  to  afcertain  their 
privileges,  chufe  committees,  and  go  through  other 
ufual  matters,  in  which  they  fpent  fome  days  ;  fo 
that  it  was  not  till  the  13th  that  the  King's  fpeech 
at  the  opening  of  the  feffion  was  reported  to  the 
J}Oufe?  when  Mr.  Speaker  read  it,  as  follows : 


His 
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His  Majefifs  moft  gracious  Speech  to  both  Houfes  of 

Parliament,  Nov.  6,    1761. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  King's*      A   T   the   opening   of  the    fir  ft    Parliament, 

ipeech.       c  £^   fummoned  and  elected  under  my  autho- 

f  rity,    I  with   pleafure  take   notice  of  an  event, 

f  which  has  made  me  completely  happy,  and  given 

i  univerfal  joy  to  my  loving  fubjects.     My  marri- 

6  age  with  a  princefs,  eminently  diftinguifhed  by 

J  every  virtue,   and  amiable  endowment,   whilft  it 

c  affords  me  all  poflible  domeilic  comfort,    cannot 

f  but  highly  contribute  to   the  happinefs  of  my 

€  kingdoms  •,  which  has  been,  and  always  fh all  be 

*  my  firft  object  in  every  action  of  my  life. 

*  It  has  been  my  earned  wifh,  that  this  period 
4  of  my  reign  might  be  marked  with  another  feli- 

*  city  ;  the  reftoring  of  the  bleffmgs  of  peace  to 
6  my  people,  and  putting  an  end  to  the  calamities 
f  of  war,  under  which  lb  great  a  part  of  Europe 
6  fuffers.  But  though  overtures  were  made  to 
c  me;  and  my  good  brother  and  ally  the  King  of 

*  Prujfia,  by  the  feveral  belligerant  powers,  in 
f  order  to  a  general  pacification,  for  which  pur- 
4  pofe  a  congrefs  was  appointed  ;  and  propositions 
.*  were  made  to  me  by  France  for  a  particular  peace 
■f  with  that  crown,   which  were  followed   by   an 

-      .       ?  actual  negociation  5    yet  that  congrefs  hath  not 

*  hitherto  taken  place,  and  the  negociation  with 
c  France  is  entirely  broken  off. 

'  The  ilncerky  of  my  difpofition  to  effectuate 
c  this  good  work  has  been  manifefted  in  the  prcv- 
c  grefs  of  it ;   and  I  have   the  confolation  to  re- 

*  fleet,  that  the  continuance  of  the  war,   and  th? 

*  farther  effufion  of  Chriftian  blood,  to  which  it 
c  was  the  defire  of  my  heart  to  put  a  (lop,   cannot 

*  with  juflice  be  imputed  to  me. 

'  Our  military  operations  .have  in  no  degree 
6  been  fufpended  or  delayed :   and  it  has  pleafed 

«  God 
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c  God  to  grant  us  farthet  important  fucceffes,  hy 
6  the  conquefts  of  the  iflands  of  Belleijle  and  Bomi- 
c  nica  \  and  by  the  reduction  of  Pondicberry,  which 

*  hath  in  a  manner  annihilated  the  French  power 
c  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  In  other  parts,  where  the 
?  enemy's   numbers  were  greatly   fuperior,   their 

*  principal  defigns  and  projects  have  been  gene- 
c  rally  difappointed,   by  a  conduct  which  does  the 

*  higheft  honour  to  the  diflinguiihed  capacity  of 
•'  my  general  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Briinfitfick?  and 
'  by  the  valour  of  my  troops.  The  magnanimity 
4  and  ability  of  the  King  of  Prufjia  have  eminent- 
c  ly  appeared,  in  refilling  fuch  numerous  armies, 
'  and  furmounting  fo  great  difficulties. 

'  In  this  fituation,  I  am  glad  to  have  an  oppor- 
c  tunity  of  receiving  the  truefl  information  of  the 

*  fenfe  of  my  people,    by  a  new  choice  of  their 

*  reprefentatives.  I  am  fully  perfuaded  you  will 
c  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  that  the  fleady  exer- 
c  tion  of  our  moll  vigorous  efforts,    in  every  part 

*  where  tiie  enemy  may  flill  be  attacked  with  ad- 

*  vantage,  is  the  only  means  that  can  be  produc- 
'  tive  of  fuch  a  peace,  as  may  with  reafon  be  e?c- 
c  pedted  from  our  fucceffes.  It  is  therefore  my 
c  fixed  refolution,  with  your  concurrence  and  fup- 
€  port,  to  carry  on  the  war  in  the  moft  effectual 
\  manner  for  the  intereft  and  advantage  of  my 
c  kingdoms;   and  to  maintain  to  the  utmoft  of 

*  my  power,  the  good  faith  and  honour  of  my 
c  crown,  by  adhering  firmly  to  the  engagements 
\  entered  into  with  my  allies.     In  this  I  will  per- 

*  fevere,  qhtil  my  enemies,  moved  by  their  own 
c  loffes  and  drftreffes,  and  touched  with  the  mife- 

*  ries  of  fo  many  nations,  fhall  yield  to  the  equi- 
i  table  conditions  of  an  honourable  peace;  in 
c  which  cafe,    as  well  as  in  the  profecution  of  the 

*  war,  I  do  affure  you,  no  confideration  whatever 

*  fhall  make  me  depart  from  the  true  interefts  of 

<  thefc 
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e  thefe  my  kingdoms,  and  the  honour  and  dignity 
?  of  my  crown. 


Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons, 

*  I  am  heartily  forry,   that  the  neceffity  of  large 

*  fupplies  appears  fo  clearly  from  what  has  already 

*  been  mentioned.     The  proper  eftimates  for  the 

*  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year  fhall  be  laid  before 

*  you  -,  and  I  defire  you  to  grant  me  fuch  fupplies, 
'  as  may  enable  me  to  profecute  the  war  with  vi- 
c  gour,  and  as  your  own  welfare  and  fecurity,  in 
'  the  prefent  critical  conjuncture,  require;  that 
'  we  may  happily  put  the  laft  hand  to  this  great 

*  work.     Whatfoever  you  give,  fhall  be  duly  and 

*  faithfully  applied. 

6  1  dare  fay  your  affectionate  regard  for  me  and 

*  the  Queen  makes  you  go  before  me  in  what  I 

*  am  next  to  mention;    the  making  an  adequate 

*  and  honourable  provifion  for  her  fupport,  in  cafe 

*  fhe  mould  furvive  me  *.     This  is  what  not  only 

*  her  royal  dignity,   but  her  own  merit  calls  for; 

*  and  I  earneftly  recommend   it   to  your  confi- 

*  deration.' 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

*  I  have  fuch  a  confidence  in  the  zeal  and  good 

*  affections  of  this  parliament,  that  I  think  it  quite 

*  fuperfluons  to  ufe  any  exhortations  to  excite  you 
c  to  a  right  conduct.     I  will  only  add,  there  never 

*  was  a  fituation  in  which  unanimity,  firmnefs  and 
c  difpatch,  were  more  neceffary  for  the  fafety, 
'  honour,  and  true  intereil  of  Great-Britain.' 

Nov.  14.  This  day  the  houfe  agreed  nemine  con- 
tradicente  to  the  following  addrefs : 

Mofl 

*  The  grant  to  the  late  Queen,  in  cafe  /he  /hould  furvive  his  Majefty, 
was  iop,ooo/,  per  annum*  with  Somerftt-Heufey  and  the  Lodge  in  Richmond 
Park.  2  ■ 
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Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 
c  TTTE  your  Majefty's  mofl  dutiful  and  loyal  Addrefs  of 

*  W    fubjeds,  the  Commons  of  Great- Brit  ain^0^ 
«  in  parliament  affembled,   beg  leave  to  return 

*  your  Majefty  the  moft  humble  and  hearty  thanks 

*  of  this  houfe,  for  your  moft  gracious  fpeech. 
4  from  the  throne. 

*  Permit  us,  at  the  fame  time,  to  offer  to  your 

*  Majefty  our  warmeft  congratulations  on  the  joy- 

*  ful  and  aufpicious  event  of  your  royal  nuptials, 

*  with  a  Princefs  defcended  from  an  illuftrious 
4  proteftant  line,  diftinguifhed  by  the  moft  emi- 
4  nent  graces  and  endowments,  and  worthy  to  be 

*  the  royal  partner  of  your  throne  by  poffefting 
f  every  virtue  that  can  adorn  it. 

*  We  beg  leave  alfo  to  exprefs  our  juft  fenfe  of 

*  that  affectionate  regard,  which  your  Majefty  has 
4  ftiewn  for  your  people,  by  confulting,  on  this 

*  moft  important  and  interesting  occafion,  as  on 
4  every  other,   their  happinefs  and  that  of  their 

*  pofterity.     And  we   allure  your  Majefty,    that 

*  with  hearts  full  of  gratitude  for  this  fignal  in- 
4  fiance  of  your  royal  attention  to  the  welfare  of 

*  your  fubjecls,   and  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the 

*  exalted  merit  of  your  illuftrious  confort,   your 

*  faithful  Commons  will  not  fail  to  make  fuch  ho- 

*  nourable  and  ample  provifion,  as  may  enable  her 
4  to  fupport  her  royal  dignity  with  proper  luftre, 

*  in  cafe  (he  fhall  furvive  your  Majefty  ;  for  the 

*  long  continuance  of  whofe  life  we  (ball  never 
c  ceafe  to  offer  up  to  Divine  Providence  our  moft 
4  ardent  vows. 

4  Allow  us,  Sir,  to  return  our  fincere  and  hum- 
4  ble  thanks  to  your  Majefty,  for  your  tender  con- 

*  cern  for  the  profperity  of  your  people,   in  wifh- 

*  ing  to  reftore  to  them  the  ble  Mings  of  peace  ♦, 
4  and  to  declare  that  we  cannot  too  much  admire 
J  that  humanity,  fo  becoming  your  royal  breaft, 

4  which 
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i  which,  amidft  the  fuccefles  of  your  own  king- 

*  doms,  feels  for  the  calamities  of  other  nations. 

4  We  are  fully  perfuaded,  that  thefe  beneficent 

*  difpofitions,  which  induced  your  Majefty  to  con- 

*  lent  to  the  appointment  of  a    congrefs  for  a 

*  general  pacification,  and  to  enter  into  a  negotia- 

*  tion  with  France  for  a  particular  peace,  could  not 
4  have  failed  of  the;  defired  effect,  if  the  enemy, 
i  influenced  by  the  fame  motives,    had  fliewn  the 

*  fame  good  intentions,  and  would  have  complied 
6  with  Rich  conditions  as  were  reqnifite  for  the  ac- 

*  complifhment  of  that  falutary  work. 

*  We   do    moft   gratefully  acknowledge   your 

*  Majefty's  vigilance  and  firmnefs,  in  not  luffering 

*  the  hopes  or  expectations  of  peace  to  produce 

*  the  lean:  fufpence  or  relaxation  in  the  exertion  of 

*  your  arms.     And  we  congratulate  your  Majefty 

*  on  thofe  happy  fuccefles,  which  under  the  good 
c  providence  of  God,  we  muft  afcribe  to  the  wif- 

*  dom  ancl  vigour  of  your  Majefty's  meafures ;  to 
c  which  we  owe   the  reduction  of  Dominica,   the: 

*  conquer!  of  Belleijle,   atchieved  with  fo  much 

*  reputation  to  the  Britijh  arms,  and  the  deftruc- 
4  tion  of  the  enemy's  power  in  the  Eaft-Indks,  by 

*  the  acquifnion  of  Pondicherry^  their  laft  remain- 
6  ing  fettlernent,  of  any  ftrength,  in  thofe  coun- 

*  tries. 

*  The  wife  and  able  conduct,  of  his  ferene  High- 
K  nefs  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Bmnfwick,  whereby  he 
8  hath  fucceflively  defeated  the  projects  of  the 
6  enemy,  and  hath  prevented  their  making  that 

*  progrefs,  which,  from   their  fuperior  numbers, 

*  they  expected,  together  with  that  gracious  ap- 
'■  probation,  which  your  Majefty  hath  been  pleafed 
'  to  exprefs  of  the  valour  of  your  troops,  cannot 
c  but  give  the  higheft  fatis facl: ion  to  your  faithful 

*  Commons  :  and  they  fee,  with  juft  admiration, 
*'  the  repeated  proofs,  in  every  campaign,  of  that 
6  unmaken   relolution,   and  of  thofe   aftonifhing 

4  efforts. 
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'  efforts,  which  alone  could  have  enabled  your  Ma- 
4  jetty's  great  ally,   the  King  of  Pruffia,  to  redd 

*  the  numerous  forces  of  his  enemies. 

*  We  beg  leave  to  allure  your  Majefly  of  our 

*  intire  concurrence  and  fupport  in  the  mod  effec- 
c  tual  profecution  of  the  war,  for  the  intered  and 

*  advantage  of  thefe  kingdoms  ;  and  in  maintain-^ 
K  ing,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  the  good  faith 

*  and  honour  of  your  Majedy's  crown,  and  the 

*  engagements  entered  into  with  your  allies  ;  and 

*  that  we  are  truly  fenfible,  that  the  conflant  care 
'  and  attention  of  your  Majedy  to  purfue  the  moil 

*  vigorous  meafures  in  every  part,  where  any  fuc- 

*  cefsful  impreflion  can  dill  be  made  upon  the 

*  enemy,  are  the  only  means  to  attain  that  defire- 

*  able  object,  an  honourable  and  a  lading  peace. 

4  We  receive  with  the  deeped  gratitude,  that 

*  mod  endearing  expreflion  of  your  Majedy's  un- 

*  bounded  goodnefs  and  affection  towards  this 
c  your  native  country,  in  the  folemn  declaration, 
1  which  your  Majedy  hath  been  pleafed  to  make, 
€  that,  as  well  in  the  profecution  of  the  war  as  in 
4  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  no  confederation 
4  whatever  diall  induce  you  to  depart  from  the  true 

■  *  intereds  of  thefe  your  kingdoms,  and  from  the 

*  honour  and  dignity  of  your  crown. 

4  Your  Majedy  may  be  affured,  that  your  faith- 

*  ful  Commons  will  chearfully  grant  fuch  fuppiies, 
4  as  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  feveral  fervices 
6  fhall  be  found  to  require;  firmly  relying  on 
4  your  Majedy's  wifdom  and  judice,  that  they 
4  will   be   applied  with    the    drifted    ceconomy, 

*  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  may  mod  effectually 

*  anfwer  the  great  ends  for  which  they  fhall  be 

*  granted. 

4  We  do,  with  great  truth,  affure  your  Majedy, 

*  that  it  is  our  mod  earned  defire,  that  this  firft 
4  Parliament  convened   by  your  royal  authority, 

*  may  by  their  conduct,  give  your  Majedy  a  happy 

'  proof 
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4  proof  of  the  zeal,  the  loyalty,  and  the  affection 
4  of  your  people. 

*  Senfible  of  the  difficult  crifis,  in  which  we  are 
4  aflembled,  we  are  determined  to  concur,  with 
4  the  greateft  firninefs  and  unanimity,  in  whatever 
4  may  contribute  to  the  public  welfare,  may  tend 
4  to  defeat  the  views  and  expectations  of  our  ene- 
4  mies,  and  may  convince  the  world,  that  there 
4  are  no  difficulties,  which  your  Majefly's  wifdom 
4  and  perfeverance,  with  the  affiftance  of  your  Par- 
4  liament,-  cannot  furmount.* 

This  addrefs  was  prefented  by  the  houfe  on  the 

1 6th,  and  his  Majefty  returned  them  an  anfwer, 

as  follows : 

Gentlemen, 

The  King's  J  Return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this  very  affec- 

anfwer.      JL  jjomte  and  dutiful  addrefs,     "The  early  proofs  of 

your  moft  cordial  attachment  tome  and  to  my  family,  upon 

the  occafion  of  my  marriage ;  and  the  particular  regard 

and  attention,  which  you  exprefs  for  the  £{ueen  in  a 

matter  that  fo  nearly  concerns  her,  cannot  hut  give  mt 

the  moft  fenfible  fatisfatlion.     The  affurances  of  your 

Jieady  and  vigorous  fupport  mufi  add  the  greateft 

weight  to  my  endeavours  for  the  public  good,  and  will 

he  the  fur  eft  means  of  bringing  the  war,  in  which  we 

are  engaged,  to  fuch  a  conclufionasis  the  conftant  objecl 

of  my  wijhes,  and  will  moft  effectually  provide  for  the 

honour,  happinefs,  and  fecurity  of  my  kingdoms. 

As  foon  as  the  houfe  had  agreed  to  the  addrefs 
fo  the  King,  it  was  refolved,  nemine  contradicente, 
4  That  a  melTage  be  fent  to  her  Majefty  to  con- 
gratulate her  Majefty  upon  her  royal  nup- 
4  tials ;  to  exprefs  the  unfeigned  joy  and  fatisfac- 
c  tion  which  this  houfe  feels,  upon  feeing  the  moft 
*  ardent  wifries  of  a  faithful  people  (anxious  not 
4  only  for  the  prefent  and  future  welfare  of  thefe 
4  kingdoms,  but  alfo  for  the  immediate  and  do- 

4  meftic 
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*  meftic  happinefs  of  their  excellent  Sovereign)  Co 
c  completely  crowned  by  his  Majefty's  wife  and 

*  happy  choice  of  the  royal  partner  of  his  throne, 

*  and  to  allure  her  Majefty  of  the  moft  dutiful  and 

*  zealous  attachment  of  this  houfe-,"  and  no  lefs 
than  thirteen  members  of  the  houie  were  ordered 
to  attend  her  Majefty  with  this  meiTage ;  which 
they  accordingly  did,  and,  on  the  17th,  Lord  Tho- 
mond  acquainted  the  houfe  of  their  having  done  fo, 
and  that  thereupon  her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  fay, 

Gentlemen, 
J  Return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  your  affectionate  Queen's  an- 
■*   congratulations ,   and  I  affure  you,    the  happinefs Ucu 
and  profperity  of  this  kingdom  will  ever  be  the  dar- 
ling ohjeft  of  my  life. 

Nov.  1 9.  This  day  the  houfe  took  that  part  of 
the  King's  fpeech  into  consideration  which  related 
to  the  Queen.  They  refolved,  '  That  in  cafe  (he 
4  fhould  furvive  his  Majefty,  fhe  mould  enjoy  a 
6  penfion  of  100,000/.  per  an?mm,  during  life,  to- 

*  gether  with  the  palace  of  Somerfet- Houfe,  and  the 

*  lodge  and  lands  at  Richmond-Park,'  and  a  bill 
was  brought  in  for  this  purpofe,  entitled,  An  all 
for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  make  provifion  for  fupport- 
ing  the  royal  dignity  of  the  Queen ;  in  cafe  fioe  fhould 
furvive  his  Majefty,  &c.  which  on  the  26th  was  fent 
to  the  Lords,  by  whom  it  was  paiied  without 
amendment,  and  notice  thereof  fent  to  the  Com- 
mons on  the  farft  of  December.  Next  day  his  Ma- 
jefty came  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  though  this  was 
the  only  bill  then  ready,  and  the  Commons  being 
fent  for,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  prefenting  this  bill, 
addrefTed  himfelf  to  his  Majefty  as  follows : 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

*  IT  has  been  the  firft  care  of  your  faithful  Com- The  Speak- 

*  JL  nions,   to  take  into  their  confideration  what  er'saddrefs 
4  your  Majeftv  moft  affectionately  recommended 

Vol.  VI.  D  <  to 
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c  to  them  from  the  throne,  namely,  the  enabling 
4  your  Majefly  to  make  that  provifion  for  the 
c  Queen,  in  cafe  fhe  mould  furvive  you,  to  which 

*  her  royal  dignity,  and  her  own  merit  give  her  the 
c  jufteft  claim. 

'  On  ftich  an  occafion,  I  mould  ill  difcharge  the 

*  truft,  which  has  lately  been  repofed  in  me  by  the 
4  Commons,  and  moft  gracioufly  confirmed  by 
4  your  Majefty,    if  I  omitted  to  afTure  you,  that 

*  they  feel  the  warmed  fentiments  of  gratitude  to 
4  your  Majefly,  who  have  made  their  happinefs, 
4  and  that  of  their  pofterity,  your  principal  object. 

*  Of  this  your  Majefly  has  given  abundant  proof, 
4  by  your  royal  nuptials  with  a  Princefs,  whofe 
4  illuftrious  anceftors  were  early  affertors  of  the 
4  civil  and  religious  liberties  of  mankind,  and  in 

*  confequence  clofely  attached  to  your  Majefty's 
c  family  ;  a  Princefs,  whom  the  moft  diftinguifhed 

*  virtues  and  amiable  endowments  pointed  out  to 
4  your  Majefty's  choice,  and  made  the  partner  of 

*  the  brighteft  crown  in  Europe. 

4  I  cannot  but  efteem  it  a  very  lingular  honour 

*  and  happinefs  to  myfelf,  that  the  firft  bill,  which, 
4  by  command  of  the  Commons*  I  prefent  to  your 
c  Majefty,  is  a  bill,  in  which  they  have,  with  the 

*  greateft  zeal  and  unanimity,  endeavoured  to 
4  teftify  their  duty  to  your  Majefty,  and  your  royal 
6  confort ;  and  that  it  is  no  lefs  acceptable  to  your 
4  Majefly,  than  to  your  Commons,  and  to  all  whom 
4  they  reprefent. 

4  But,  Sir,  though  they  have  paffed  it  with  the 
4  utmoft  expedition,  which  their  forms  allow,  yet 

4  it  is  matter  of  real  fatisfaclion  to  them,  that  they 

5  can  entertain  the  moft  pleafing  and  well-founded 
c  hope,  that  it  will  be  a  long  courfe  of  years,  be- 
4  fore  it  can  have  any  effect.  And  the  domeftic 
c  happinefs  of  the  Queen  is  fo  infeparably  con- 
4  nected  with  the  public  interefts  of  your  people, 

*  that,  on  the  behalf  of  her  Majefty,  as  well  as  of 

c  every 
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*  every  fubject  of  your  realm,  your  faithful  Com- 

*  rnons  will  never  ceafe  to  implore  the  Almighty, 
c  that  he  will  be  pleafed  to  diftinguilh  this  nation 

*  by  his  divine  favour  and  protection,  in  prolong- 

*  ing  your  Majefty's  happy  reign  beyond  an  ordi- 
%  nary  date;  and  that,  if  ever  the  provifion  of  this 
?  bill  {hall  become  effectual,  it  may  be  lamented 
c  only  by  their  pofterity. 

?  The  bill,  Sir,  which  I  have  in  my  hand,  is  in- 
f  tituled,  An  acl  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  make 
1  provifion  for  fupporting  the  royal  dignity  of  the 

*  £hieen,   in  cafe  floe  fh all  fur vive  his  Majefty. 

4  To  which  your  Commons,  with  all  humility, 

*  befeech  your  Majefty's  royal  affent.' 

His  Majefty  then  gave  the  royal  affent  to  the 
bill,  and  the  Commons  returned  to  their  own  houfe. 

[The  Queen  was  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  to  fee 
the  form  of  paffing  the  bill.] 

The  next  confideration  of  the  Commons  was  to 
examine  eftimates,  and  provide  for  the  profecution 
of  the  war.  A  committee  of  fupply  was  appointed, 
as  ufual ;  and  the  refolutions  of  this  committee, 
which  were  agreed  to  by  the  houfe  in  the  courfe  of 
the  feflion,  were  as  follows  : 

November  21.  £.     s.     d. 

1.  That  70,000  men  be  em- 
ployed for  the  fea-fervice,  for 
176?-,  including  19^61  ma- 
rines. 

2.  That  a  fum,  not  exceed* 
ing  4  /.  per  man,  per  month,  be 
allowed  for  maintaining  them 
13  months,  including  the  ord- 
nance for  fea-fervice      -      -       2640000     o     o 

November  26. 
1.  That  a  number  of  land 
forces,  including  thofe  in  Ger- 
many, and  on  an  expedition, 

D  2.  and 
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and  4008  invalids,  amounting  £.       j.     L 

to  6j)6j6  effective  men,  com- 
miffion  and  non-commifllon  of- 
ficers included,  be  employed 
for  the  fervice  of  1762. 

2.  That  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  the  faid  number  of 
land  forces  for  176^  there  be 

granted         -  -  -         1629320  18     $ 

3.  That  for  maintaining  his 
Majefty's  forces  and  garrifons 
in  the  Plantations,  Gibraltar, 
Guadaloupe,  Africa,  and  the 
Eaft-Indies,  and  for  provifions 
for  the  garrifons  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia, Newfoundland,  Gibraltar, 
Providence^  Quebec,  Guadaloupe, 

Senegal,  and  Goree,  for  1762.      87378a  18     J 

4.  That  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  four  regiments  of 
foot,  on  thtlrifh  eftablimment, 
ferving  in  North  America,  for 

1762,        -  23284     o     6 

5.  That  for  the  charge  of 
the  office  of  ordnance,  for  land- 

fervice,  for  1762.      -  343754  J7  LI 

6.  That  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  an  augmentation  to 
his  Majefty's  forces,  confiding 
of  9370  men,  from  25  Decem- 
ber 1 761,  to  2 4. December  1762, 

both  inclufive  -  -  1637x1   12     6 

7.  That  for  the  pay  of  the 
general,  and  general  ftaff-orK- 
cers,  and  officers  of  the  hofpi- 
tals,   for  the  land  forces,   for 

1762         -  72896  14     2 

%.  That  for  defraying  the 
extraordinary  expence  dS  fer- 

vices 


A.  1761.        DEBATES, 

vices  performed  by  the  office  £.       s.     d. 

of  ordnance,  for  land  fervice, 
and  not  provided  for  by  par- 
liament, in  1 761.      -  299 1 61     4     4 
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November  28. 

1.  That  for  the  ordinary 
of  the  navy,  including  half  pay 
to  fea  officers,  for  1762 

2.  That  for  compleating  the 
chapel,  for  the  ufe  of  the  hof- 
pital  for  fick  and  wounded  fea- 
men,  at  liajla-t\  near  Gofport, 
and  fuch  other  works,  as  may 
be  afterwards  found  proper  to 
be  performed  before  the  whole 
work  is  put  out  of  hand 

3.  That  for  compleating  the 
works  of  the  hofpital  for  fick 
and  wounded  Jeamen,  building 
near  Plymouth 

4.  That  towards  the  build- 
ings, rebuildings,  and  repairs, 
of  his  majefty's  fhips,  for  1762 

5.  That  towards  paying  off, 
and  difcharo-incr  the  debt  of  the 

O        D 

navy  - 


3405910     6     1 


272226     9     1 


1000     q     o 


6ooo     a    © 


2ocoo 


IOOOOOO      o      o 


1479226     9     1 


December  7.  — — — •* — - 

1.  That  for  the  charge  of 
tranfport  fervice,  between  the 
ill:  of  O5iober  1760,  and  the 
30th  of  SpL  1 76 1,  including 
the  expence  of  victualling  the 

land  forces  within  the  faid  time     835025     3     8 

2.  That  to  enable  his  Ma- 
jefly  to  pay  off,  and  difcharge 

D  3  the 
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the  Exchequer  bills,  made  out  £.       j.     4. 

by  virtue  of  an  act  of  laft 
feflion,  and  charged  upon  the 
firft  aids,  or  fupplies,  to  be 
granted  in  this  feflion  of  par- 
liament        -  -  .        -         1500Q00     o     o 


December  10. 


2335025     3     8 


1.  That  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  39,773  men  of  the 
troops  of  Hanover ,  Wolfenbut- 
tle,  Saxe-Gotha,  and  the  Count 
of  Buckeburg,  together  with 
that  of  general,  and  ftaff-orfi- 
cers,  actually  employed  againft 

the  common  enemy,  in  concert  ?? 

with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  from 

25  Dec.  1 761,  to  24 _£>£<:.  1762, 

both  inclufive,   to  be  hTued  in 

advance  every  two  months,  in 

like  manner  as  the  pay  of  the 

Heffi'mi  forces,   now  in  the  fer- 

vice  of  Great-Britain,  the  faid 

body  of  troops  to  be  muftered 

by  an  Englijh  commifTary,  and 

the  effective  ftate  thereof  to  be 

afcenained  by  the  fignature  of 

the  commander  in  chief  of  the 

faid  forces         -  465638   16     2  J 

2.  That  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  i 1 20  horfe,  and  9900 
foot,  together  with  the  general 
and  (tarT-officers,  the  officers  of 
the  hofpital,  and  officers,  and 
others,  belonging  to  the  train 
of  artillery,  the  troops  of  the 
Landgrave  of  Hejje-Cajfel,  in  the 
pay  of  Great-Britain,  for  ^5 

days, 
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days,  from  25  Dec.  1761,    to  £.       s.     d. 

24  Dec.  1762,  both  inclufive, 
together  with  the  fubfidy  for 
the   faid    time,    purfuant    to 

treaty         -  268360     8     8 

3.  That  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  an  additional  corps 
of  1576  horfe,  and  8soS  foot, 
together  with  the  general  and 
ftaff-oiflcers,  the  officers  of  the 
hofpital,and  officers,  and  others, 
belonging  to  the  train  of  artil- 
lery, the  troops  of  the  Land- 
grave of  Hejfe-Cajfel,  in  the  pay 
of  Great-Britain,  for  365  days, 
from  the  iHof  January,  1762, 
to  the  31ft  of  December  follow- 
ing, both  inclufive,    purfuant 

to  treaty  -  1 47071     5     2 

4.  That  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  1444  cavalry,  and 
2330  infantry.,  the  troops  of 
the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunf- 
wick,  in  the  pay  of  Great- Bri- 
tain, for  $6$  days,  from  25  De- 
cember, 1761,  to  24  December, 
1762,  both  inclufive,  together 
with  the  fubfidy  for  the  faid 

time,  purfuant  to  treaties        -       68oo3     91 

5.  That  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  five  battalions,  ferv- 
ing  with  his  Majesty's  army  in 
Germany,  each  battalion  confiftr 
ing  of  one  troop  of  10 1  men, 
and  four  companies  of  foot  of 
125  men  each,  with  a  corps  of 
artillery,    for  365  days,   from 

25  December,  1761,  to  24  De- 
cember^ 1762,  both  inclufive  25504     611*8 

D  4  6.  fliai 
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6.  That  for  defraying   the  £.       s.     d. 
charge  of  the  embodied  militia, 

of  the  feveral  counties  in  South 
Britain,  and  of  the  fencible' 
men  in  Argylejhire,  and  of 
Lord  Sutherland's  battalion  of 
Highlanders,  in  North  Britain^ 
from  5  Dec.  1  761,  to  24  Dee* 
:  1762,  both  inclufive,  being 
365  days  -  -  ^       -  443952    10   J% 

7.  That  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  cloathing  for  the 
embodied  militia,    for    1762, 

upon  account  -  *  60706     4     x 

8.  That  to  enable  his  Ma- 
jelly  to  difcharge  the  like  fum, 
raifed  in  purfuance  of  an  act  of 
lafl  feflion,  and  charged  upon 
the  firft  aids,  or  fupplies,  to  be 
granted  in  this  feffion  of  par- 
liament       -  -  1000000    o    m 

9.  That  towards  defraying 
the  charges  of  forage,  bread, 
bread-waggons,  train  of  artil- 
lery, and  provifions  of  wood, 
draw,  &c.  and  other  extraordi- 
nary expences  and  contingen- 
cies of  his  Majefty's  combined 
army,  under  the  command  of 

P 'rince  Ferdinand  -  1 000000    o     © 


3479242     o     8| 


December  14. 
That  for  defraying  the  ex- 
traordinary expences  of  his 
Majefty's  land  forces,  and  other 
fervices  incurred  to  24  Novem- 
ber, 1 76 1,  and  not  provided  for 
by  parliament         -  -  1353662     4     1 


Decern- 
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December  22.  £.      j.    d* 

1.  That  for  defraying  the 
charge  for  allowances  to  the 
feveral  officers,  and  private 
gentlemen  of  the  two  troops 
of  horfe  guards,  and  regiment 
of  horfe  reduced,  and  to  fuper- 
annuated  gentlemen  of  the  four 

troops  of  horfe  guards,  for  /  762        2  52   13     4. 

2.  That  for  the  paying  of 
penfions  to  the  widows  of iuch 
reduced  officers  of  his  Majefty's 
land  forces  and  marines,  as 
died  upon  the  eftablifhment  of  . 
half  pay  in  Great-Britain^  and 
who  were  married  to  them  be- 
fore 25  Dec,  1716,  for  1762  1838     o    o 

3.  That  upon  account  of  the 
reduced  officers  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's land  forces  and  marines, 

for  1762  -         -        -  34383     o     a 

4.  That  to  be  applied  towards 
the  improving,  widening,  and 
enlarging  the  paffage  over,  and 

through,  London  Bridge        ~-         15000     o    o 


January  26,  1762. 
1.  That  to  enable  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  give  a  proper  compen- 
fation  to  the  refpective  pro- 
vinces in  North  America^  for 
theexpences  incurred  by  them 
in  the  levying,  cloathing,  and 
pay  of  the  troops,  raifed  by  the 
fame,  according  as  the  active 
vigour  and  ftrenuous  efforts  of 
the  refpective  provinces,  fhall 


54*73   l3     4 


be 
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be  thought,  by  his  Majefty  to  £.       s.     d. 

merit,  upon  account  -  133333     $     8 

2.  That  to  be  paid  to  the 
Eajt-India  company,  towards 
enabling  them  to  defray  the 
expence  of  a  military  force  in 
their  fettlernents,  to  be  main- 
tained by  them,  in  lieu  of  the 
battalion  commanded  by  Ge- 
neral Adlercron,  withdrawn 
from  thence,  and  now  returned 

to  Ireland  -  -  20000     o    c> 

3.  That  for  out-penfioners 
of  Chelfea  Hofpital,    for  1702, 

upon  account  -  -  1 37 49   10     5 

4.  That  for  maintaining  and 
fupporting  the  civil  eftabliin- 
ment  of  Nova  Scotia,  for  1 7  62, 

upon  account  -         -  5684     1   iq 

5.  That  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  the  civil  eftablilh- 
ment  of  Georgia,  and  other  in- 
cidental expences  attending  the 
fame,  from  24  June,  1761,  to 

24  June ,  ij6z,  upon  account  4057   10     ® 

6.  That  to  be  employed  in 
maintaining  and  fupporting  the 
fort  of  Annamamboo,  and  the 
other  Britiflj  forts  and  fettle- 
rnents upon  the  coaft  of  Africa       13000     o     O 

7.  That  to  replace  to  the 
finking  fund  the  like  fum,paid 
out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good 
the  deficiency  on  5  July,  1761, 
of  the  feveral  rates  and  duties 
upon  offices  and  penfions,  and 
upon  houfes,  and  upon  win- 
dows, or  lights,  which  were 
made  a  fund,   by  an  act  31 

George 


A.  1761.        DEBATE  S.  43 

George  II.  for  paying  annuities  £.       s.     d. 

at  the  Bank,    in  refpect  of  five 

millions  borrowed.,  towards  the 

fupply  for  1758  -  -  52393   16     £v| 

8.  That  to  replace  to  the 
finking  fund  the  like  fum,  paid 
out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good 
the  deficiency  on  5  July,  1761, 
of  feveral  duties  on  malt,  grant- 
ed by  an  act  33  George  II.  to 
anfwer  annuities,  after  the  rate 
of  4  /.' per  Cent,  charged  there- 
upon -  10540    o    p 

9.  That  to  replace  to  the 
finking  fund  the  like  fum,  paid 
out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good 
the  deficiency  on  5  July,  ij6i, 
of  the  additional  duty  on  flrong 
beer  and  ale,  and  to  anfwer 
and  pay  the  feveral  annuities  of 
3  /.  per  Cent,  and  1  /.  2  s.  6  d. 
per  Cent,  on  1 1,400,000  /.  pare 
of  12  millions  borrowed,  to- 
wards the  fupply  granted  by 

an  act  of  1  Geo.  III.  for  1 76 1.      103906    o    o 

356664-     5     8  f 

January  28. — __ — 

That  for  defraying  the  ex- 
traordinary expences  of  his 
Majefty's  land  forces,  and  other 
fervices  incurred,  from  24  No- 
vember, 1 761,  to  24  December 
following,  and  not  provided 
for  by  parliament         -        -        958384     o  10 

February  1.  <  — -» 

That  towards  enabling  the 
governors   and   guardians    of 
xhsFoundling-Hofpital}  to  main- 
tain 
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tain  and  educate  fuch  children  £.       S*    d. 

as  were  received  thereinto,  on, 
or  before  25  March,  1760, 
from  31  December \  1761,  ex^ 
dufive,  to  31  December,  1762, 
inclufwe  *,  and  that  the  faid 
ium  be  iffned  and  paid,  for  the 
faid  ufe,  without  fee  or  re- 
ward, or  any  deduction  what- 
foever,  -  -  41752   10    o 

March  2  3.  — ■■        ■      ■  * 

1.  That  towards  enabling 
the  truftees  of  the  Britijh  Mu- 
faum  to  carry  on  the  execution 
of  the  truft  repofed  in  them 

by  parliament  -  -  2000     O     Q 

2.  That  to  be  applied  to- 
wards new  paving  the  fquares, 
ilreets,  lanes,  and  alleys,  of  the 
city  and  liberty  of  V/efiminjter, 
the  parimes  of  St.  Mary4e-bone, 
St.  Giles  in  the  Fields*  St.  George 
the  Martyr,  St.  George  Bloomf- 
iury,  that  part  of  the  parifh  of 
St.  Andrews  Hoi  born,  which 
lies  in  the  county  of  Middle/ex, 
the  feveral  liberties  of  the  Rolls 
and  Savoy,  and  that  part  of  the 
duchy  of  Lancafier,  which  lies 

in  the  county  of  Middle/ex  5000     0     o 


March  26. 
1.  That  towards  defraying 
the  charge  of  the  pay  of  the 
militia  of  England,  when  nn- 
embodied,  and  of  thecloathing 
of  the  part  of  the  faid  militia, 
now  unembodied,  for  one  year, 


7000    o 


begirv- 


A. 1761.        DEBAT 

beginning  2$   March,    1762, 
upon  account 

2.  That  towards  enabling 
the  commifiioners  appointed 
by  an  act  palled  33  George  II. 
or  repairing  and  widening  the 
roads  from  Deanburn-Bridge, 
through  Greenlaw,  and  fart  of 
Jedburgh  road,  by  Lauder,  in 
Berwickshire,  to  Cornhill,  in 
Durham  County,  and  for  build- 
ing  a  bridge  over  the  Tweed, 
near  Coldftream,  to  build  the 
faid  bridge,  and  to  defray  fuch 
other  expences  as  may  be  found 
neceffary  in  relation  thereto 


April  1. 

1.  That  towards  affiding  his 
Majefty  to  grant  a  reafonable 
fuccour,  in  money,  to  the 
Landgrave  of  Hejfe  Caffd^  pur- 
fuant  to  treaty,  on  account 

2.  That  to  make  good  the 
deficiency  of  the  grants,  for 
1671 


May  13. 
T.  That  to  enable  his  Ma* 
jelly  ta  defray  any  extraordi- 
nary expences  of  the  war,  in- 
curred, or  to  be  incurred,  for 
the  fervice  of  1762,  and  to 
aflift  the  kingdom  of  Por- 
tugal, an  ancient  and  natural 
ally  of  his  Majefty's  Crown, 
and  to  take  all  fuch  meafures, 


E  1 


20000 


s. 
o 


o 


4? 


4000    o    © 


24000     o     o 


50000    o    o 


112613     5 


162613     5     5 


as 
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as  may  be  necefTary  to  difap-  £.       s.     d. 

point  and  defeat  any  enter- 
prizes,  or  defigns  of  his  ene* 
mies,  againft  his  Majefty,  or 
his  allies,  and  as  the  exigency 
of  affairs  may  require,  upon 
account  -  icooooo     o     o 

2. That  to  make  good  the  like 
fum,  irTued,purfuantto  addrefs 
of  this  houfe,  by  his  Majefty, 
to  Jeremiah  Dyfon,  Efq;  to- 
wards defraying  the  expence  of 
printing  the  journals  of  this 
houfe,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  9th  parliament  of  Great- 
Britain^  to  the  end  of  the  laft: 
fefiion  of  parliament,  and  alio 
towards  defraying  the  expence 
of  making,  and  printing  in- 
dexes to  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th, 
6th,  and  7th  volumes,  of  the 
faid  journals,  which  have  been 
already  printed         -         -  1500     o    o 


1001500     o     o 


Sum  total  of  the  fupplies  grant- 
ed this  feffion  -  1 S299153  18  n  1 

From  hence  we  may  fee,  that  19616119  19    9! 
if  from  the  total  of  the  fupplies     1 4  70000    o    o 

granted  the  laft  feffion,   we'  de— — ~ ■ 

duel  the  800000/.  then  grant-  18146119   19    9  j 

ed  for  the  fupport  of  the  civil »> 

lift,  and  the  670,000/.  then 
granted  to  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fiay  the  fum  total  of  the  fup- 
plies granted  this  fefiion,  will 
exceed  what  was  granted  by 
the  laft  in  the  fum  of         -  153033   ?9     1  § 

«  As 
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As  to  the  provifions  made  £.       s.     J, 

by  this  fefiion  for  raifing  thefe 
fupplies,  we  mall  obferve,  that 
as  foon  as  the  houfe  had,  on 
the  21  ft  of  November i  agreed 
to  the  two  firft  refolutions  of 
the  committee  of  fupply,  it 
was  refolved,  that  the  houfe 
would,  on  the  23d,  refolve  k- 
felf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  to  confider  of 
ways  and  means  for  raifing  the 
fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty; 
and  the  refolutions  of  this  com- 
mittee, as  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe,  were  as  follow : 
November  24. 

1.  That,  towards  raifing  the 
fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  a 
land  tax  of  4  J.  in  the  pound, 
and  no  more,  be  raifed  within 

the  fpace  of  one  year  from, '&c.  2037854  19  11 

2.  That  the  duties  on  malt, 
&c.  be  further  continued  for 
one  year,  &c. 


4? 


December  15. 
1.  That  the  funrof  twelve 
millions  be  raifed  by  annuities 
in  the  manner  following :  that 
is  to  fay,  that  every  contributor 
to  the  faid  twelve  millions  fhal], 
for  every  100/.  contributed, 
be  intitled  to  an  annuity  tranf- 
ferable  at  the  Bank  of  England, 
after. the  rate  of  4. per  cent,  per 
annum,  for  nineteen  years,  and 
then  to  ftand  reduced  to  3/. 


750000  o  o 
2787854  19  11 


m 


?4  Parliamentary     A.  1761 

per- cent  .per  annum,  redeemable  £.       s.     d. 

by  parliament ;  and  alio  to  an 
annuity,  transferable  at  the 
Bank  of  England,  of  1  /.  per 
cent,  to  continue  irredeemable 
for  a  certain  term  of  98  years, 
and  then  to  ceafe ;  the  faid  an- 
nuities of  4/.  per  cent,  and  1  /. 
percent,  to  be  charged  upon  the 
finking  fund,  to  commence 
from  the  5th  day  of  January, 
1762,  and  to  be  payable  half 
yearly  on  the  5th  day  of  July, 
and  on  the  5th  day  of  January 
in  every  year;  and  that  the 
faid  4.  per  cent,  annuities  fhall 
be  added  to,  and  made,  one 
joint  flock  of  transferable  4 per 
cent,  annuities  at  the  Bank  of 
England,  with  fuch  other  4  per 
cent,  annuities  transferable  at 
the  Bank  of  England,  as  fhal), 
by  any  act  of  this  prefent  fef- 
fion  of  parliament,  be  charged 
upon,  and  made  payable  out 
of,  the  finking  fund;  and  that 
every  fuch  contributor  fhall, 
-for  every  fum  of  80/.  per  cent. 
paid  into  the  cauiiers  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  upon  ac- 
count of  his  (hare  in  the  faid 
annuities,  after  the  rate  of 
4  /.  per  cent,  per  annum,  be  in- 
titled  to  100/.  capital  in  the 
faid  flock  of  4/.  per  cent,  an- 
nuities •,  and  for  every  fum  of 
20/.  paid  in  like  manner,  upon 
account  of  his  fhare  in  the  faid 
annuities  of  1  /.  per  cent,  fhall 


n 
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be  intitled  to  an  annuity  of  1  /.  £.       s.    d. 

to  continue  for  a  certain  term 
of  9S  years,  in  manner  above 
mentioned. 

That  every  contributor  fhall, 
on,  or  before,  the  23d  of  this 
inftant  December,  make  a  de- 
pofit  with  the  cafhiers  of  the 
Bank  of  England  of  15/.  per 
cent,  on  fuch  part  of  the  fum, 
or  fums,  to  be  contributed  by 
him  towards  the  faid  fum  of 
twelve  millions,  as  fhall  be  pay- 
able in  refpect  of  his  fhare  in 
the  faid  4  per  cent,  annuities, 
and  alfo  a  depofit  of  15/.  per 
cent,  on  fuch  part  of  the  fum, 
or  fums  fo  to  be  contributed, 
as  fhall  be  payable  in  refpecl:  of 
his  fhare  in  the  faid  1  /.  per  cent, 
annuities,  as  a  fecurity  for  his 
making  the  future  payments 
refpeclively,  on,  or  before  the 
times  herein  after  limited ;  that 
is  to  fay, 

On  9,600,000/.  to  be  paid 
in  refpecl:  of  the  faid  4 per  cent, 
annuities. 

On  10  per  cent,  on  or  before 
the  1  oth  day  of  February  next. 
On  10  per  cent,  on  or  before 
the  23d  day  of  March  next. 

On  10  per  cent,  on  or  before 
the  2 1  ft  day  of  April  next. 

On  10  per  cent,  on  or  before 
the  26th  day  of  May  next. 

On  10  per  cent,  on  or  before 
the  23d  day  of  Jims  next. 

Vol.  VI.  E  On 
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On  15  per  cent,  on  or  before  £.       s.     d. 

the  1 8  th  day  of  Auguft  next. 

On  1  o  per  cent,  on  or  before 
the  1 7  th  of  September  next. 

On  10  per  cent,  on  or  before 
the  20th  day  of  Oclober  next. 

On  2,400,000/.  to  be  paid 
in  refpecl  of  the  faid  i.l.  per 
cent,  annuities. 

On  25  per  cent,  on  or  before 
the  10th  day  of  March  next. 

On  30  per  cent,  on  or  before 
the  1 2  th  day  of  May  next. 

On  30 per  cent,  on  or  before 
the  21ft  day  of  July  next. 
Which  feveral  fums  fo  receiv- 
ed fhail,  by  the  faid  cafhiers, 
be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  his 
Majefty's  Exchequer,  to  be  ap- 
plied from  time  to  time,  to 
fuch  fer/ices  as  fhall  then  have 
been  voted  by  this  houfe,  in 
this  feflion  of  parliament,  and 
not  otherwife. 

And  that  every  contributor 
who  (hall  pay  in  the  whole  of 
his  contribution  on  account  of 
his  fliare  in  the  faid  4  per  cent. 
annuitiesj  at  any  time,  on,  or 
before  the  18th  day  of  Septem- 
ber next,  or  on  account  of  his 
fhare  in  the  faid  1  per  cent,  an- 
nuities on,  or  before,  the  13th 
day  of  May  next,  Ihall  be  al- 
lowed a  difcount  after  the  rate 
of  3  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the 
fum  fo  compleating  his  contri- 
bution refpectively,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  day  of  com- 
pleating 
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pleating  fuch  contribution,  to 
the  20th  day  of  Oclober  next, 
in  refpect  of  the  fum  paid  on 
account  of  the  faid  4.  per  cent. 
annuities,  and  to  the  21ft  day 
of  July  next,  in  refpect  of  the 
fum  paid  on  account  of  the  1  /. 
per  cent,  annuities 

2.  That  there  (hall  be  paid 
for  every  window,  or  light,  in 
every  dwelling- houfe  inhabit- 
ed, or  to  be  inhabited,  within 
the  kingdom  of  Great-Britain^ 
which  mail  contain  eight  or 
nine  windows,  or  lights,  and 
no  more,  the  yearly  fum  of  1  s. 
for  every  window,  or  light,  in 
fuch  houfe,  to  commence  from 
the  5th  day  of  April*7 1J62. 

3.  That  there  fhall  be  paid 
for  every  window,  or  light,  in 
every  dwelling-houfe  as  afore- 
faid,  which  fhall  contain  ten  or 
eleven  windows,  or  lights,  and 
no  more,  the  yearly  fum  of  fix 
pence  for  each  window,  or  light, 
in  fuch  houfe,  to  commence 
from  the  5th  day  of  April  1 762. 

4.  That  there  fhall  be  paid 
for  every  window,  or  light,  in 
every  dwelling-houfe  as  afore- 
faid,  which  fhall  contain  twelve, 
thirteen,  or  fourteen  windows, 
or  lights,  and  no  more,  the 
yearly  fum  of  1  s.  for  each  win- 
dow, or  light,  in  fuch  houfe, 
over  and  above  all  duties 
chargeable  thereupon,  to  com- 

E  2 
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mence  from  the  5th  day  of  £.       j.    d. 

April  1 J  62. 

5.  That  there  fhall  be  paid 
for  every  window,  or  light, 
in  every  dwelling  -  honfe  as 
aforefaid,  which  (hall  contain 
fifteen,  fixteen,  feventeen, 
eighteen,  or  nineteen  windows, 
or  lights,  and  no  more,  the 
yearly  fum  of  $d.  for  each  win- 

,  dow,  or  light,  in  fuch  houfe, 
over  and  above  all  duties 
chargeable  thereupon,  to  com- 
mence from  the  5th  day  of 
April  ij6z. 

6.  That,  towards  making 
good  to  the  finking  fund  the 
annuities  charged  thereupon, 
in  relpecl:  of  the  faid  fum  of 
twelve  millions,  the  faid  addi- 
tional rates  and  duties  upon 
windows,  or  lights,  be  carried 
to,  and  made  part  of,  the  faid 
fund. 

7.  That,  towards  making 
good  to  the  finking  fund,  the 
faid  annuities  charged  there- 
upon, the  furplus  of  the  mo- 
nies, which  fhall,  from  time  to 
time,  arifefrom  the  feveral  ad- 
ditional duties  laid  upon  fpiri- 
tuous  liquors,  by  two  acts, 
one  made  in  the  24th,  and  the 
other  in  the  33d  year  of  his 
late  Majefty's  reign,  after  fa- 
tisfying  all  payments  charged 
on  the  faid  duties,  which  fur- 
plus  is  referved  for  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  parliament  j  and  alfo 
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the  farther  additional   duties  £.      s.    d, 

upon  fpirituous  liquors  granted 
to  his  Majefty,  in  this  fefllon 
of  parliament,  be  carried  to, 
and  made  part  of,  the  faid  fund. 
December  17. 

1.  That  the  4/.  percent,  an- 
nuities, transferable  at  the 
Bank  of  England,  payable  in 
refpecT;  of  the  principal  fum  of 
eight  millions,  raifed  by  virtue 
of  an  act  made  in  the  33d  year 
of  his  late  Majefty's  reign,  and 
alfo  upon  the  additional  capi- 
tal of  3/.  added  to  every  100/. 
advanced  towards  the  faid  fum 
of  eight  millions  amounting  to 
24.0000/.  together  with  the 
charges  and  expences  attend- 
ing the  fame,  be,  with  thecoiv- 
fent  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
laid  annuities,  charged  upon, 
and  paid  out  of,  the  finking 
fund,  and  that  fuch  perfons, 
who  (ball  not,  on,  or  before 
the  21ft  day  of  June  1762,  fig- 
nify  their  duTent  in  books  to 
be  opened,  at  the  Bank  of 
England,  for  that  purpofe,  fhali 
be  deemed,  and  taken  to  affent 
thereto. 

2.  That  all  the  monies  that, 
fhall,  or  may  arife,  from,  and 
after  the  fifth  day  of  January 
1762,  of  the  produce  of  the 
feveral  duties  on  malt,  which, 
by  the  faid  act  of  the  33d  year 
of  his  late  Majefty's  reign, 
were  made  a  fund  for  payment 

E  3  9f 


54  Parliamentary     A.  1761. 

of  the  faid  4/.  per  cent,  annui-  £,       s.     d. 

ties,  fhall  be  carried  to,  and 
made  part  of,  the  finking  fund. 
January  26,  1762, 
That  towards  paying  off  and 
■difcharging  the  debt  of  the 
navy,  and  alfo  the  furn  of 
500,000/.  in  part  of  the  Sup- 
ply granted  to  his  Majelty,  for 
naval  Service,  there  be  raifed, 
by  loans  of  Exchequer  bills, 
to  be  charged  upon  the  firft 
aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next 
feffion  of  parliament,  and  fuch 
Exchequer  bills,  if  not  dis- 
charged with  intereft  thereon, 
on,  or  before,  25  March  1763, 
to  be  exchanged,  and  received 
in  payment,  in  fuch  manner 
as  Exchequer  bills  have  ufually 
been  received  in  payment  1500000     o    o 

May  17.  ■  1  — ~  ■  « 

1.  That  the  furn  granted  by 
aft  2  George  II.  upon  account 
of  arrears  of  his  late  Majefty's 
civil  lift  revenues,  and  now, 
by  his  Majefty's  direction,  re- 
placed and  refunded  out  of  the 
arrears  of  the  faid  revenues, 
which  were  Handing;  out  at  the 
time  of  his  late  Majefty's  de- 

rnife,  be  iflued  and  applied  1 '15000     O     O 

2.  That  the  fum  remaining 
in  the  receipt  of  the  Exche- 
quer, being  part  of  the  funa  of 
ioogoo/.  granted  to  his  late 
Majeily  in  1758,  upon  ac- 
count, towards  defraying  the 
charge  of  pay   and  cioathing 


f(xr 
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for  the  militia  for  that  year,  £. 

and  for  defraying  fuch  expences 

as  were  actually  incurred,  upon 

the  account  of  the  militia  in 

1757,  be  iflued  and  applied  20000     o     o 

3.  That  the  fum  remaining 
in  the  receipt  of  the  Exche- 
quer, which  was  granted  to  his 
late  Majefty  in  1760,  upon  ac- 
count, towards  defraying  the 
charge  of  pay  and  cloathing  for 
the  unembodied  militia,  for 
the  year  ended  25  March  1761, 

be  iflued  and  applied  -  80000     o     o 

4.  That  the  fum  remaining 
in  the  receipt  of  the  Exche- 
quer, which  was  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  in  the  laft  feffion  of 
parliament,  upon  account,  to- 
wards defraying  the  charge  of 
the  pay  of  the  militia  of  Eng- 
land,  when  unembodied,  and 
of  the  cloathing  of  the  part  of 
the  faid  militia  then  unembo- 
died, for  one  year,  beginning 
25  March  i;6i,  be  iflued  and 

applied  -  -  -  70000     o     o 

5.  That  the  fum  remaining 
in  the  receipt  of  the  Exche- 
quer, being  the  furplus  of  the 
feveral  duties  on  malt,  efta- 
bliQied  by  an  act  33  George  II. 
for  paying  annuities,  granted  in 
1760,  after  fatisfying  all  charges 
and  incumbrances  thereupon, 
to  the  5th  of  January  1762,  be 

iflued  and  applied  '  '•  -         -         73678     00 

E  4  6.  That 
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6.  That  out  of  fuch  monies  £.       j.     d. 
as  fhall,   or  may,   arife  of  the 

furpluffes,  excefTes,  or  overplus 
monies,  and  other  revenues, 
composing  the  finking  fund, 
there  be  irlued  and  applied  the 
fumof  -       -         •-  10092 1 7     2     3  § 

7.  That  towards  making 
good  and  fecuring  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fums  of  money, 
directed  by  an  act  of  3 2  Geo.  II. 
to  be  applied  in  augmentation 
of  the  falaries  of  the  judges 
and  juftices  therein  mentioned, 
within  England  and  Wales^  there 
be  granted  to  his  Majefty  an 
additional  ftamp  duty  of  2/, 
upon  every  piece  of  vellum  or 
parchment,  or  meet  or  piece 
of  paper,  on  which  fhall  be 
ingrofied  or  written,  any  ad- 
miffion  into  any  of  the  four 
inns  of  court. 

8.  That  towards  making 
good  and  fecuring  the  pay- 
ment of  the  faid  fums,  there 
be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  an 
additional  (lamp  duty  of  2  L 
upon  every  piece  of  vellum  or 
parchment,  or  meet  or  piece 
of  paper,  on  which  (hall  be  in- 
grofied,  or  written,  any  re- 
gifter,  entry,  teflimonial,  or 
certificate  of  the  degree  of  ut- 
ter barrifter,  taken  in  any  of 
the  four  inns  of  court. 

9.  That  there  be  raifed  by 
loans  or  Exchequer  bills,  to  be 
charged  on 'the  firft  aids  to  be 

granted 
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granted  in  the  next  fefiion  of        £.        s.  d. 

parliament,  the  fum  of      -        1 000000     o  o 

2367895     2  8  I 


Sum  total  of  the  provifions       18655750     2     8 
made  by  this  fellion         ■ ■ — 


Previous  to  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Lord  Temple  refigned  their  great  employments 
in  the  ftate,  becaufe  ihey  were  over-ruled  in  their 
opinion  of  meafures  which  ought  to  be  purfued 
with  regard  to  Spain.     This  extraordinary  event 
being  founded  on  the  conduct  of  Spain,  occafioned 
a  defire  to  become  acquainted  with  the  proceedings 
of  that  court.     Accordingly,   on  the  nth  of  De- 
cember^ 1 761,  a  motion  was  made  for  an  addrefs 
to  the  King,  defiring  his  Majefty  would  order  to 
be  laid  before  the  houfe  copies  of  all  memorials 
delivered  by  the  Spanijh  ambafTador  in  London,    to 
his  Majefty's  minifters,   relating  to  the  demand  of 
liberty  to  the  Spanijh  nation  to  fifti  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland ;  and  alfo  copies  of  all  memorials 
delivered  by  the  faid  ambafTador  of  Spain,  to  his 
Majefty's  minifters,  relating  to  the  deftruction  and 
evacuation  of  any  eftablifhments  made  by  Briiijh 
fubjects  on  the  coafts  of  Honduras,  and  relating  to 
the  right  of  cutting  logwood  there  §  and  alfo  copies 
of  all  memorials  delivered  by  the  faid  ambafTador 
to  his  Majefty's  minifters,  demanding  reftirution 
of  the  prizes  taken  during  this  war  on  the  fubjects 
of  Spain  \  together  with  copies  of  the  anlwers  given 
by  the  court  of  Great-Britain  to  the  court  of  Spain 
on  the  three  above  demands. 

The  late  minifter  himfelf  fupported  this  motion.  Mr.  Pitt. 
He  did  not  wifh  to  have  any  part  of  his  conduct 
covered  or  concealed  from  the  public.     On  the 
contrary,  he  wifhed  to  lay  open  and  reveal  both 
the  motives  and  actions  of  every  part  of  his  ad- 

4  miniftration. 
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miniftration.  He  pre  (Ted  with  honeft  zeal  the  laying 
before  the  houfe  every  paper  relative  to  what  he  called 
a  fix  years  negotiation  with  Spain,  that  the  jufticc  and 
candour  of  the  crown  of  England  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  chicanery,  infolence  and  perfidy  of  Spain> 
on  the  other,  might  be  apparent.  Much  ftrefs,  he 
added,  had  been  laid  without  doors,  on  his  re- 
futing the  memorial  offered  by  M.  Bujfy,  relative 
to  the  concerns  of  Spain.  In  refuting  that  memo- 
rial, he  faid,  he  had  followed  the  precedent  of  the 
court  of  Spain,  which  had  returned  as  inadmiflible 
a  memorial  of  the  King  of  Great-Britain.  He 
thought  it  was  of  confequence  to  the  houfe  to 
know  both  the  matter  and  the  exprefiions  of  that 
memorial,  as  it  related  to  one  of  the  three  points 
in  negotiation. 

But  upon  calling  for  the  queftion,  a  negative 
was  put  upon  the  motion. 

The  debate  being  over,  Mr.  Fox  flood  up,  and 

Mr.  Fox.  faid,  c  That  if  any  particular  paper  neceffary  to 
6  the  vindication  of  certain  perfons  was  fpecifically 
c  moved  for,  it  would  be  given.' 

Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Pitt  treated  this  as  a  captious  offer  :  he  faw 
through  its  fallacy,  and  refufed  to  accept  it.  What 
he  earneftly  wiilied  for,  was,  all  the  papers  relative 
to  the  fix  years  negotiation,  which  having  been 
refufed,  he  faid,   c  The  Gentleman  who  made  the 

*  offer,  very  well  knew,  that  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  could 
c  not  mark  out,   nor  call  in  a  parliamentary  way, 

*  for  a  fpecific  paper,  with  the  contents  of  which 

*  he  had  been  entrufted  before,  by  the  King,  un- 

*  der  the  feal  of  fecrecy.' 

However,  on  the  4th  day  of  January  1762,  war 
was  declared  againft  Spain.  And  on  the  19th  of 
the  fame  month,  being  the  firft  day  of  meeting 
after  the  adjournment  for  the  Chrijlnms  holidays, 
the  King  went  to  the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  there 
made  the  following  fpcech  to  both  houfes : 

My 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
«  T  HAVE  fo  often  allured  you  of  my  fin  cere  TheKutft 
'  A  diipofition  to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of lpeech* 

*  war,  and  to  reftore  the   public  tranquillity  on 

*  folid  and  lading  foundations,  that  no  impartial 

*  perfon,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  can  fufpect  me 

*  of  unneceftarily  kindling  a  new  war  in  Europe* 

*  But  it  is  with  concern  I  acquaint  you,  that  fince 
«  your  recefs,  I  have  found  myfelf  indifpenfably 

*  obliged  to  declare  war  againft  Spain.  The  caufes 
c  are  let  forth  in  my  public  declaration  on  this 
«  occafion  ;  and  therefore  I  (hall  not  detain  you 

*  with  a  repetition  of  them.     My  own   conduct 

*  fince  my  acceffion  to  the  throne,  as  well  as  that 
6  of  the  late  King  my  royal  Grandfather,  towards 
4  Spain,  has  been  fo  full  of  good- will  and  friend- 

*  fhip,  fo  averfe  to  the  laying  hold  of  feveral  juft  * 
f  grounds  of  complaint,  which  might  have  been 
f  alledged,  and  fo  attentive  to  the  advantages  of 
<  the  Catholic  King  and   his  family,  that  it  was 
f  matter  of  the  greateit  furprize  to  me,  to  find 

*  that  engagements  had,  in  this  conjuncture,  been 
c  entered  into  between  that  Crown  and  France ; 

*  and  a  treaty  made  to  unite  all  the  branches  or 

*  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  in  the  molt  ambitious 
6  and  dangerous  defigns  againft  the  commerce  and 
c  independency  of  the  reft  of  Europe^  and  particu- 
l  lariy  of  my  kingdoms. 

>  *  Whatever  colours  may  be  endeavoured  to  be 
£  put  upon  thefe  injurious  proceedings  of  the  Court 
6  of  Madrid,  I  have  nothing   to  reproach  myfelf 

*  with ;  and,  though  I  have  left  nothing  untried 

*  that  could  have  prevented  this  rupture,  I  have 

*  thought  it  neceftary  to  prepare  againft  every 
'.  event.     I  therefore  rely  on  the  Divine  blefling; 

*  on  thejuftice  of  my  caufe-,  the  zealous  and  pow- 

*  erful  affiftance  of  my  faithful  fubjeds;  and  the 

*  concurrence  of  my  allies,  who  rauft  find  them- 

4  fclves 
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e  felves  involved  in  'the  pernicious  and  extenfivc 
'  projects  of  my  enemies. 

*  I  leave  thefe  confiderations  with  you,  full  of 
6  the  jufteft  confidence,  that  the  honour  of  my 

*  crown,  and  the  interefts  of  my  kingdoms,  arc 

*  iafe  in  your  hands.' 

Upon  which  the  Commons  agreed  nem.  con.  to 
the  following  addrefs : 

Mcfi  gracious  Sovereign, 
Commons  '  pj  E  your  IVIajefty's  mod  dutiful  and  loyal 
c  VV  fuhje&s,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain, 
c  in  parliament  afTembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to 
'  return  your  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  houfe  for 
c  your  moil  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne  ;  and 
6  for  having  been  pleafed  to  communicate  to  this 
£  houfe  the  motives  which  have  obliged  your  Ma- 
6  jefly   to  declare  war  again  ft  Spain ;   a  meafure 

5  which  hath  been  rendered  unavoidable  by  the  of- 

*  fenfive  conduct  of  that  court;  the  great  arma- 

*  ments  made  in  Spain,  both  by  fea  and  land ;  and 

6  by  the  repeated  denials  of  thofe  explanations; 

*  and  of  that  juft  fatisfa&ion  which  your  Majefty, 
&  for  the  fecurity  of  your  kingdom,  had  fo  much 

*  reafon  to  demand. 

*  We  fee,  with  the  greater!:  concern,  that  influ- 

*  ence  which  hath  unhappily  prevailed  in  the  court 

*  of  Spain ;  and  which  hath  determined  them  no 

*  longer  to  difavow  their  hoftile  intentions,  but  to 

*  come  to  extremities,  contrary  to  the  real  intereft 

*  of  both  nations. 

*  We  acknowledge,  with  the  warmed  fentiments 

*  of  gratitude  and  duty,  the  many  fignal  inftances 

*  of  your  Majcfty's  moderation,  and  your  tender 

*  concern    for   your    people,    in    your    conftant 

*  endeavours   to  prevent  this  rupture,  if  it  had 

*  been   poffible :    and   we   beg   leave   to   exprefs 

*  our  intire  fatisfaclion  at  the  preparations  which 

*  your  Majefty,  in  your  royaTwifdom,   hath  in 

*  the 
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*  the  mean  time  directed  to  be  made  for  that 

*  event. 

*  Your  Majefly  may  be  allured,  that,  thoroughly 

*  fenfible  of  the  danger  with  which  the  ambitious 
c  defigns  and  union  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  threat- 

*  en    the   commerce  and  independency   of  thefe 

*  kingdoms,  and  the  reft  of  Europe,    your  faith- 

*  fnl  Commons  will,  with  the  utmoft  firmnefs  and 

*  vigour,  iteadily  fupport  your  Majefty  in  the  pro- 
c  fecution  of  this  juft  and   neceiTary  war,  and  in 

*  your  unwearied  endeavours  to  procure  for  your 

*  people   the  bleffing  of  a  fafe  and   honourable 

*  peace.' 

*  To  which  the  King  gave  this  anfwer  : 

Gentlemen, 
J Return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this  feafonable  and  The  King*! 

*  affetJionate  addrefs.  The  ajjurances  contained  in  it anfwtr* 
give  me  the  higheft  fatisfatHon  ;  and  your  firmnefs  and 
refolution  to  fupport  me,  will,  I  truft,  enable  me  to 
defeat  the  ambitious  defigns  of  cur  enemies,  and  mofi 
effectually  contribute  to  'that  faluiary  end  which  we 
defire. 

On  the  29th  of  January    1762,   Mr.  Grenville    ■ 
prelented  to  the  houfe,  by  his  Majefty's  command, 
the  following  papers  relative  to  the  rupture  with 
Spain, 

PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  RUPTURE  WITH 
SPAIN,  LAID  BEFORE  BOTH  HOUSES  OF  PAR- 
LIAMENT, on  Friday  29th  of  Jan.  1762, 

ExtraSf  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  to  the  Earl  of 
Briftol,  dated  Whitehall,   28  July,   1761. 

WITH  regard  to  the  ftrange  idea  of  the  propofed 
guaranty  of  Spain,  mentioned  in  Mr.  Stanley's 
difpatches,  as  alio  with  refpe£t  to  the  engagements  with 
Spain,  concerning  our  difputes  with  that  crown,  which 
the  Due  de  Choifeul  now  avows  to  have  been  taken  before 
the  firft  overtures  of  Frame,  for  the  particular  peace  with 

England^ 
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England,  and  which  confequently  had  been  from  that  time 
as  difmgenuoufly  iupprefi'ed,  as  they  were  in  the  moment 
infolently  produced  ;  the  King's  fervants  were  unani- 
mously of  opinion  to  reject  the  thought  of  fufFering  thofe 
difputes  to  be  mixed  in  the  negotiation  with  France;  and 
fubmitted  to  his  Majefty,  that  a  peremptory  declaration, 
to  that  efFec"t,  mould  be  made  to  M.  de  BuJJy,  giving  that 
minifter  withal  clearly  to  underftand,  that  it  would  be 
considered  here  as  offenftve  to  the  dignity  of  the  King, 
that  farther  mention  mould  be  made  of  fuch  an  idea,  and 
that  it  is  likewife  underftood  here,  that  France  at  no  time 
has  a  right  to  meddle  in  fuch  difcufiions  between  Great- 
Britain  and  Spain. 

I  am  now  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  M.  de 
BuJJy  did  not  come  to  me  till  laft  Thurfday  morning,  when, 
after  delivering  to  me  the  fame  memorial  which  Mr. 
Stanley  had  received  from  the  Due  de  Cbotfeul,  and  tranf- 
mitted  to  me,  he  alfo  gave  me  two  fupplemental  memo- 
rials of  a  moft  extraordinary  nature,  copies  whereof  I 
iend  your  Excellency  inclofed,  together  with  a  copy  of 
my  letter  to  that  minifter,  returning  the  two  faid  memo- 
rials, as  totally  inadmimble. 

With  regard  to  the  memorial  relative  to  the  difputes 
between  England  and  Spain,  that  piece  will  beft  fpealc  its 
own  enormity,  and  the  extreme  offenfivenefs  of  the  mat- 
ter which  it  contains  ;  at  the  fame  time  my  letter,  by 
order  of  the  King,  to  M.  de  BuJJy,  fending  back  the  faid 
memorial,  will  fufficiently  convey  to  your  Excellency  the 
juft  fenfations  vvhich  fuch  a  paper  has  excited  here  in  the 
breaft  of  everyone  to  whom  it  was  imparted. 

It  is  the  King's  pleafure  therefore,  that  your  Excellency 
fhould  immediately  communicate  to  M.  Wall  the  above- 
mentioned  memorial,  together  with  my  letter  to  M.  ^ 
BuJJy  returning  the  fame  ;  and  in  cafe  the  Spanifh  Mini- 
fter fliali  avow  that  this  ftrange  piece  has  really  been  au- 
thorifed  by  the  court  of  Madrid,  your  Excellency  will  re- 
monftrate,  with  energy  and  firrnnefs,  the  unexampled 
irregularity  of  fuch  a  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
riot  only  ftill  in  amity  with  Great-Britain,  (though  dif- 
cuflions of  difficulty  unluckily  engage  the  two  courts) 
but  whofe  intercourfe  has  hitherto  profefted  itfelf  to  be 
friendly,  and  whofe  declared  aims  have  all  along  feemed 
to  point  to  an  amicable  adjuftment  of  the  long  fubfifting 
difputes  relating  to  the  coafts  of  Honduras,  Sec.  by  fome 
equitable  regulation  of  the  enjoyment  of  the  privilege  of 

cutting 
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cutting  logwood  by  the  fubjecls  of  Great-Britain ;  you 
will  farther  exprefs  with  the  utmoft  ferioufnefs  to  M. 
Wall,  that  nothing  can  equal  the  King's  furprize  and  re- 
gret at  a  tranfa&ion  fo  unprecedented,  except  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fteady  purpofe,  and  immoveable  determination, 
not  to  be  diverted,  by  any  confiderations,  from  that  even 
tenor  of  conduct  towards  Spain,  which  his  juft  and  con- 
ftant  care  of  his  people  dictates,  and  which  his  royal  wif- 
dom  and  magnanimity  have  hitherto  purfued. 

On  the  one  hand  then,  his  JViajeily  will  by  no  means 
add  facilities  for  the  fatisfaclion  of  that  court,  in  confi- 
deration  of  any  intimation,  on  the  part  of  a  hoftile  pow- 
er, of  union  of  councils,  or  of  prefent  or  future  con- 
junctions ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  will  his  Majefty's 
equity  and  moderation  ceafe  to  difpofe  his  royal  mind  to 
the  fame  reafonable  terms  of  accommodation  with  Spain, 
with  regard  to  fuch  objects,  and  in  fuch  manner,  as  the 
King,  excited  by  inclination  and  determined  by  fyftem, 
has,  through  the  courfe  of  this  negotiation,  invariably 
declared  himfelf  ready  to  embrace. 

As  to  the  three  points  mentioned  in  this  memorial  ; 
Firft,  Concerning  the  reftitution  of  prizes  made  againil 
the  flag  of  Spain,  or  fuppofed  to  have  been  taken  in  vio- 
lation of  the  territory  of  that  kingdom,  it  fuiEces  to  fay. 
That  the  courts,  here  inftituted  to  take  cognizance  of  all 
matters  of  fuch  a  nature,  are  always  open  to  the  parties 
who  think  fit  to  feek  redrefs  in  3uq  courfe  of  juftice;  and 
it  is  fuperfluous  to  obferve,  That  the  minifters'  of  his  moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  are  not  a  tribunal  to  which  Great-Bri- 
tain allows  an  appeal. 

Next,  as  to  the  ftale  and  inadmiffible  pretentions  of 
the  Bifcayans  and  Guifpufcoyans  to  fiih  at  Newfoundland^ 
on  which  important  point  your  Excellency  is  already  fo 
fully  inftructed,  you  will  again  on  this  occafion  let  M. 
Wall  clearly  underftand,  That  this  is  a  matter  held  fa- 
cred  ;  and  that  no  conceffion'on  the  part  of  his  Majefty, 
fo  deftruclive  to  this  true  and  capital  intereft  of  Great- 
Britain,  will  be  yielded  to  Spain,  however  abetted  and 
fupported  :  and  it  is  ftill  hoped,  that  prudence  as  well  as 
juftice  will  induce  that  court  no  longer  to  expect,  as  the 
price  of  an  union  which  it  is  at  leaft  as  much  her  intereft 
as  ours  to  maintain  inviolate,  a  facriflce  which  can  never 
be  thought  of. 

Thirdly,  with  regard  to  difputes  relative  to  the  log- 
Wood  ccafts,  the  King  will  ftill  receive  with  pleafure, 

agree- 
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agreeable  to  his  Majefly's  repeated  declarations  to  the 
court  of  Spain,  any  juft  overtures  on  the  part  of  his  Ca- 
tholic Majefly  (provided  they  be  not  conveyed  through 
the  channel  of  France,  by  whofe  intervention  the  King 
will  never  treat  of  tbefe  difputes)  for  amicably  adjufling 
the  fame,  and  for  removing  effectually  every  fource  of 
reafonable  complaint  or  difpute  on  this  head,  by  termi- 
nating to  mutual  fatisfaction  all  things  relating  thereto, 
by  a  candid  and  equitable  regulation. 

After  the  above  memorial  of  France,  and  the  intima- 
tion therein,  little  fhort  of  a  declaration  of  a  war  in  re- 
verfion,  and  that  not  at  a  diftance,  held  out  in  terrorem 
on  the  part  of  France  and  Spain,  M.  Wall  cannot  wonder 
that  your  Excellency  is  ordered  by  his  Majefty,  as  you 
hereby  are,  to  defire  again,  in  this  conjuncture,  a  pro- 
per explanation  with  regard  to  the  naval  armaments  that 
have  been  fo  long  preparing  in  the  various  ports  of  Spain: 
and  his  Excellency  cannot  but  himfelf  be  fenfible  how 
ftrongly  the  King  is  called  upon,  in  the  order  of  things, 
and  from  the  indifpen fable  motives  of  what  he  owes  to 
his  crown  and  people,  to  expect  that  the  court  of  Madrid 
will  come  to  fome  explicit  and  categorical  eclairciffement 
with  regard  to  the  deilination  of  her  fleets,  as  well  as 
with  refpect  to  her  difpofitions  to  maintain  and  cultivate 
friendfhip  and  good  correfpondence  with  Great-Britain : 
and  this  meafure  is  become  the  more  highly  neceflary,  as 
the  emiffaries  and  partifans  of  France  here  are  not  a  little 
active  in  endeavouring  to  infufe,  particularly  into  peo- 
ple's minds  in  the  city,  for  purpofes  too  obvious  to  men- 
tion, that  a  rupture  with  Spain,  in  conjunction  with 
France,  is  approaching. 

Although  in  the  courfe  of  this  inftrudtion  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, I  could  not,  with  fuch  an  infolent  memorial 
from  France  before  me,  but  proceed  on  the  fuppoiition, 
that,  infidious  as  that  court  is,  fhe  could  not  dare  to 
commit  in  fuch  a  manner  the  name  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty, without  being  authorifed  thereto  :  I  muft  not, 
however,  conceal  from  your  Excellency,  that  it  is  thought 
poflible  here  that  the  court  of  France,  though  not  wholly 
unauthorifed,  may,  with  her  ufual  artifice  in  negotia- 
tion, have  put  much  exaggeration  into  this  matter  ;  and 
in  cafe,  upon  entering  into  remonftrance  on  this  affair, 
you  fhall  perceive  a  difpofition  in  M.  Wall  to  explain 
away  and  difavow  the  authorifation  of  Spain  to  this  of- 
fenfwe  tranfactign  of  Frame%  and  to  come  to  categorical 

and 
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and  fatisfactory  declarations  relatively  to  the  final  inten- 
tions of  Spaint  your  Excellency  will,  with  readinefs  and 
your  ufual  addrefs,  adapt  yourfelf  to  to  defirable  a  cir- 
cumftance,  and  will  open  to  the  court  of  Madrid  as 
handfome  a  retreat  as  may  be,  in  cafe  you  perceive  from 
the  Spanijh  minifter  that  they  fincerely  wifh  to  find  one, 
and  to  remove,  by  an  effectual  fatisfaction,  the  unfavourable 
impreffions  which  this  memorial  of  the  court  of  France  has 
juftly  and  unavoidably  made  on  the  mind  of  his  Majefty. 

Tranjlation  of  a  Memorial  relating  to  Spain,  delivered  ta 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt  by  M.  de  Buffy,  July  23,  1761. 

As  it  is  effential,  even  as  France  and  England  defire 
it,  that  the  projected  treaty  of  peace  fliould  ferve  as  a 
bafis  to  a  folid  reconciliation  between  the  two  crowns, 
which  may  not  be  difturbed  by  the  interefts  of  a  third 
perfon,  and  the  engagements  which  the  one  or  the  other 
court  may  have  taken  prior  to  their  reconciliation,  the 
King  of  Spain  mail  be  invited  to  guaranty  the  treaty  of 
future  peace  between  the  King  and  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain.  This  guaranty  will  obviate  prefent  and  future 
inconveniencies  with  regard  to  the  folidity  of  the  Peace. 

The  King  will  not  conceal  from  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty, that  the  differences  of  Spain  with  England  alarm 
him;  and  make  him  fear,  if  they  were  not  adjufted,  a 
new  war  in  Europe  and  in  America.  The  King  of  Spain 
has  trufted  to  his  Majefty  the  three  points  of  difTention 
which  fubfift  between  his  crown  and  the  Britijb  crown, 
which  are, 

Firjl7  The  reftitution  of  fome  prizes  made  during  the 
prefent  war  on  his  Catholic  Majefty's  flag,  and  the  fatif- 
faction  due  for  the  violation  of  the  Spanijh  territory  by  the 
Englijh  navy. 

Second^  The  liberty  to  the  Spanijh  nation  of  the  flfhery 
on  the  bank  of  Newfoundland. 

Thirds  The  deftruction  of  the  Englijh  eftablifhments 
formed  on  the  Spanijh  territory  in  the  bay  of  Honduras. 

Thefe  three  articles  may  eafily  be  adjufted  according 
to  the  juftice  of  the  two  Sovereigns  ;  and  the  King  ear- 
neftly  wifties,  that  fome  medium  may  be  found,  which 
may  content  the  Spanijh  and  Englijh  nations  on  thefe  two 
points 4-  but  he  cannot  conceal  from  England  the  danger 
which  he  fees,  and  of  which  he  ihall  be  obliged  to  par- 
take, if  thefe  objects,  which  appear  fenfibly  to  affect  his 
Catholic  Majefty,  fhould  end  in  war.  Therefore  his 
j     Vol.  VI.  F  Majefty 
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Majefty  thinks  it  a  primary  confideration,  for  the  advan- 
tage and  folidity  of  the  peace,  that,  at  the  fame  time 
that  this  defirable  blefling  fhall  be  concluded  between 
France  and  England,  his  Britannic  Majefty  may  termi- 
nate his  differences  with  Spain,  and  may  confent  that  his 
Catholic  Majefty  fhall  be  invited  to  guaranty  the  treaty 
which  is  to  reconcile,  God  grant  for  ever,  the  King  and 
the  King  of  England. 

As  to  the  reft,  his  Majefty  does  not  truft  his  fears  in 
this  refpecl:  to  the  court  of  London,  but  with  the  moft 
upright  and  the  moft  frank  intentions  to  prevent  every 
thing  which  may  difturb,  for  the  futurej  the  union  of 
the  French  and  Englijh  nations;  and  he  defires  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty,  whom  he  fuppofes  animated  with  the 
fame  defire,  to  acquaint  him  naturally  with  his  opinion 
on  fo  eflential  an  object. 

Tranjlatlon  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary Pitt  toM.  deBufly. 

SIR,  Whitehall,  July  24,   1761. 

Having  explained  myfelf,  in  our  converfation  of 
.yefterday,  on  certain  engagements  of  France  with  Spain, 
concerning  the  difcuiEons  between  this  laft  crown  and 
Great-Britain,  the  which  your  court  did  not,  till  this 
moment,  announce  to  us  had  been  taken  before  their  firft 
propofals  were  made  here  for  the  particular  peace  of  the 
two  crowns  ;  and  as  you  deilred,  for  the  greater  exacl- 
nefs,  to  take  a  note  of  what  palled  between  us  on  fo 
weighty  a  fubjedt ;  I  renew  to  you,  Sir,  by  order  of  the 
King,  word  for  word,  the  fame  declaration  which  I  made 
to  you  yefterday  ;  and  apprifmg  you  again  of  the  King's 
moft  fincere  fentiments  of  friendfhip  and  real  confidera- 
tion towards  his  Catholic  Majefty  in  every  thing  that  is 
reafonable  and  juft,  I  am  again  moft  plainly  to  declare  to 
you,  in  the  name  of  his  Majefty,  That  he  will  not  fuf- 
fer  thedifputes  with  Spain  to  be  mixed  in  any  fhapewhat- 
foever  with  the  negotiation  of  the  peace  of  the  two 
crowns  ;  to  which  1  am  to  add,  that  it  will  be  even  con- 
fidered  as  offenfive  to  the  dignity  of  the  King,  and  not 
compatible  with  the  good  faith  of  the  negotiation,  to 
make  further  mention  of  fuch  an  idea. 

Moreover,  it  is  not  underftood  that  France  has,  at  any 
time,  a  right  to  intermeddle  in  like  difcufiions  between 
Great-Britain  and  Spain, 

Such  juft  and  indifpenfible  confiderations  have  deter- 
mined the  King  tg  order  me  to  fend  you  back  the  in- 
4  clofed 
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clofed  memorial  concerning  Spain,  as  totally  inadmif- 
fible. 

Ialfo.fend  you  back,  Sir,  as  totally  inadmiffible,  the 
memorial  relating  to  the  King  of  Prujfta,  as  affecting  the 
honour  of  Great-Britain,  and  the  unfhaken  fidelity  with 
which  his  Majefty  will  fulfil  his  engagements  with  his 
allies. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

W.  PITT. 

Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  Mr.  Secre* 
taty  Pitt,  dated  Segovia,  Auguft  31.    Received  Sept.  n. 

I  muft  now  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of 
your  letter  of  the  24th  of  July  to  M.  de  Buffy,  together 
with  copies  of  two  memorials  prefented  by  thatminifter, 
both  of  which  performances  you  returned  back  as  totally 
inadmimbie. 

A  few  hours  after  the  meiTenger  Ardouin  arrived  at  Se~ 
govia,  I  went  to  St.  Ildephonfo,  where  I  palled  a  conii- 
derable  time  with  Gen.  Wall;  and  as  I  have  had  four 
other  conferences  with  his  Excellency  fmce  the  iirft,  I 
will  fet  down,  with  the  utmoft  precifion  in  my  power,  all 
that  has  pafied  between  us. 

It  was  unnecefTary  forme  to  communicate  what  related 
to  the  negotiations  for  peace  with  the  court  of  Verfailles, 
as  the  Marquis  Grimaldi  had  tranfmitted  copies  of  that 
whole  tranfaclion  ;  however,  from  my  (hewing  a  readi- 
nefs  to  give  that  mark  of  his  Majefty's  confidence  in  the 
Spanijh  miniftry,  M.  Wall  told  me,  the  Catholic  King 
was  truly  fenfibleof  his  Majefty's  great  attention  towards 
Spain,  and  was  convinced  the  diftance  of  England  from 
hence  occafioned  this  court's  not  receiving  the  earlieU: 
information  from  us  of  what  was  in  agitation. 

I  then  delivered  to  M.  Wall  the  copy  of  the  memorial 
relating  to  Spain,  defiring  him  to  read  it  over,  and  to  ac- 
quaint me  whether  it  was  word  for  word  fuch  as  had 
been  a»2thorifed  from  hence ;  on  returning  it  to  me,  his 
Excellency  faid,  it  was  verbatim  what  had  been  fent  by 
order  of  the  Catholic  King  to  Verfailles  ;  whereupon  I 
read  your  letter  to  M.  de  Bujjy  in  which  the  memorial  was 
returned,  faying,  It  was  impofftble  for  me  to  give  a  ftronger 
idea  of  the  impreffion  that  irregular  proceeding  had  made 
in  England,  than  by  communicating  to  this  court  the  man- 
ner in  which  fuch  an  unexampled  overture  had  been  re^. 
..        .  Fa  ceived, 
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ceived,  looked  into,  and  fent  back,  by  the  King's  com* 
mand. 

Nothing  has  been  omitted,  on  my  part,  to  mew  what 
an  unparalleled  proceeding  this  was  from  a  King,  not  only 
in  amity  with  Great- Britain^  but  whofe  profeffions  (not* 
withftanding  the  difficult  difcuffions  which  had  fo  long 
and  fo  unhappily  fubfifted  between  the  two  crowns)  had 
been  uniformly  calculated  to  convince  my  court,  the  only 
aim  of  that  or  Madrid  was  amicably  to  adjuft  our  dif- 
ferences concerning  the  logwood  coafts. 

With  relation  to  the  idea  of  the  propofed  guaranty  of 
Spain9 1  defired  to  know  of  M.  Wall,  Wherefore  a  power 
that  jiad  no  fhare  in  the  war  was  to  be  invited  to  guaran- 
tee the  future  peace  ?  And  I  entered  very  minutely  into 
the  engagements  taken  by  Spain  with  France  in  regard  to 
our  difputes  with  the  Catholic  King  j  when  I  could  not 
help  expreffing  the  trueft  regret  to  find,  not  only  of  how 
long  {landing  thofe  engagements  were,  from  the  Duke  of 
Choifeul's own  confeffion,  but  alfo  to  perceive,  they  had 
been  fo  induftrioufly  concealed  during  fuch  a  fpace  of 
time,  and  to  find  them  now  produced  in  fo  infolent  a 
manner  by  our  enemies,  becaufe  (for  views  too  obvious 
to  be  mentioned)  the  French  miniftry  looked  upon  that 
period  as  the  moft  critical  moment ;  yet  I  perfuaded  my- 
ifelf  the  proper  reception  this  tranfaclion  had  met  with  at 
home  would  clear  up  all  M.  de  Choifeul's  doubts,  and  blaft 
all  his  expectations,  fince  he  could  not  fail  being  at  pre- 
fent  convinced,  no  menaces  of  a  union  of  councils,  nor 
any  threats  intimating  little  lefs  than  the  reverfionary  de- 
claration of  war  from  Spain  and  France  (perhaps  not  far 
off)  could  (hake,  much  lefs  intimidate  or  force,  England 
to  permit  her  Spanijh  difputes  either  to  be  blended  with 
our  prefent  negotiation  with  the  court  of  Ferfail/es,  or  to 
fuffer  France  upon  any  occafion  to  meddle  in  our  difcuf- 
fions with  his  Catholic  Majefty;  and  moreover,  M.  Bujjy 
had  been  acquainted  in  the  moft  explicit  terms,  That  it 
would  hereafter  be  coniidered  as  offenfive  to  the  King's 
dignity,  if  any  further  mention  was  made  of  fuch  ideas  : 
this  I  informed  M.  Wall  was  the  energic  language  that 
had  been  held  to  the  French  Minifter  at  London  ;  and  that 
my  orders  were,  to  remonftrate  with  his  Excellency  on 
the  unprecedented  conduct  of  Spain  in  conveying,  at 
fuch  a  conjuncture,  through  fuch  a  channel,  and  in  fuch 
terms,  her  fentiments  to  Great-Britain,  But  I  was  com- 
manded, wjiilft  I  expreJTed  his  Majefty's  furprife  at  fo  un- 
heal i 
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heard  of  a  tranfa&ion,  equally  to  make  known  the  King's 
regret  to  find  the  court  of  Madrid  had  taken  fuch  a  ftep  * 
yet  his  eminent  virtues  would  not  permit  even  thefe  con- 
siderations, or  thefe  motives,  in  any  way  to  divert  his  un- 
alterable refolution  of  adhering  to  the  fteady  purpofe  and 
uniform  condudt  his  royal  wifdom  had  hitherto  obferved 
towards  Spain, 

I  repeatedly  enforced  how  ftrong  my  inftruclions  were* 
to  convince  this  court  it  was  not  to  be  expected  or  ima- 
gined, that  the  intimations  of  a  hoftile  Prince,  or  any 
infinuations  of  a  combination  of  forces  or  union  of  in- 
terefts  between  Spain  and  France,  would  in  the  leaft  facU 
litate  the  fatisfa&ion  which  was  afked  from  hence  in  rela- 
tion to  our  differences  \n  America.  But  the  fame  magnani- 
mity that  dictated  to  the  King  thefe  fentiments,  prescribed 
alfo  to  his  Majefty's  equity  the  following  determina- 
tion, which  was  the  conftant  language  I  had  invariably 
held  by  my  Sovereign's  commands,  of  his  royal  intention, 
being  ever  and  alike  difpofed  to  come  to  any  reafonable 
terms  of  accommodation  with  Spain,  finally  to  adjuft  our 
long  fubfifling  differences. 

With  regard  to  the  three  points  contained  in  the  me- 
morial prefenied  as  the  Spanijh  grievances,  after  dwelling 
upon  the  exa&  and  un impeached  juftice  of  the  Englijb 
courts  of  judicature,  I  obferved,  it  was  the  fault  of 
the  parties  who  thought  themfelves  aggrieved,  if  they 
did  not  feek  redrefs  in  that  due  courfe  which  was 
ever  open  for  them  to  purfue,  fince  there  were  the  re- 
gular courts  eftablifhed  to  enquire  into  all  matters  of 
that  nature,  and  thofe  who  were  not  fatisfied  with  the 
decrees  iffued  from  thence,  had  always  recourfe  to  the 
Lords  of  Appeals ;  but  that,  it  muft  be  owned,  it  gave 
no  favourable  opinion  of  a  caufe  about  which  the  clients 
only  clamoured,  without  feeking  to  have  it  decided  in  the 
proper  forms  of  law  :  and  it  was  fuperfluous  to  add,  how 
many  inftances  might  be  met  with  to  afcertain  this  affer- 
tion  ;  therefore  the  firft  article  might  be  looked  upon  only 
in  order  to  fwell  the  appearance  of  grievances  :  and  in  all 
lights^  the  French  minifters  would  never  be  a^thorifed  by 
us  to  take  cognizance  of  what  was  folely  to  be  decided  by 
JLngliJh  Tribunals. 

As  to  the  fecond  article,  containing  the  claim  (0  often 

(et  up  by  the  Bifcayans  and  Guipufcoans^  to  fifh  at  New* 

fmndland^  and  as  often  denied  by  England^  I  had,  in  the 

*•'"  F  3  "'-'       clear- 
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cleareft  terms  I  could  make  ufe  of,  (hewed,  that  th-e  firft 
difiovery  of  that  iflano1  was  made  at  the  expences  and  by 
the  command  of  Henry  VII.  and  I  had  likewife  demon- 
strated the  uninterrupted  pofleffion  of  it,  from  that  time, 
to  the  prefent  date,  to  have  belonged  to  the  Englijh,  from 
their  being  conftantly  fettled  there,  whilft  the  Spaniards 
never  had  any  eftablimments  in  thofe  parts  ;  therefore 
it  was  abfolutely  impoffible  for  Great-Britain  to  make 
the  leaft  conceffion  in  fo  clear  a  right,  and  it  was  hoped 
Spain  would  no  longer  expect,  as  the  price  of  our  union, 
a  facrifiee  which  could  never  be  granted  by  the  court  of 
London,. 

Laftly,  concerning  the  difputes  about  the  coaft  of 
IlQnduras,  I  could  add  nothing  to  the  repeated  declara- 
tions I. had  made  in  the  King's  name,  of  the  fatisfaction 
with  which  his  Majefty  would  receive  any  juft  overture 
from  Spain  (upon -condition  that  France  was  not  to  be  the 
channel  of  that  conveyance)  for  terminating  amicably, 
and  to  mutual  fatisfaclion,  every  reafonable  complaint  on 
this  matter,  by  propofing  fome  equitable  regulation  for 
fecuring  to  us  the  long-enjoyed,  privilege  of  cutting  log- 
wood (an  indulgence  confirmed  by  treaty,  and  of  courfe 
authorifed  in  the  moft  facred  manner)  nor  could  I  give 
ftronger  affurances  than  the  pair,  of  his  Majefty's  fteady 
purpofe  to  caufe  all  eftablifhments  on  the  logwood  coafts, 
contrary  to  the  territorial  jurifdiction  of  Spain>  to  be  re- 
moved. 

After  having  gone  through  thefe  feveral  points,  Gene- 
ral Wall)  as  he  had  done  upon  a  former  occafion,  defired 
me  to  put  into  writing,  the  principal  heads  of  my  dif- 
courfe,  promifing  me  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  them  at  the 
Defpachos,  for  his  incorrect  memory  rendered  fuch  notes 
abfolutely  necefTary  for  him  :  I  readily  complied  with  his 
Excellency's  requeft,  as  I  was  certain  by  that  method  the 
Catholic  King  would  be  exactly  informed  of  what  I  meant 
to  have  conveyed  to  his  knowledge.  The  inclofed  paper 
marked  A  is  the  copy  of  what  I  wrote  down  and  gave  to 
the  Spanijh  minifter. 

I  proceeded  by  faying,  although  a  precipitated  ftep 
could  not  be  entirely  recovered,  yet  it  might  be  reme- 
died ;  for,  without  any  formal  retractation,  the  expref- 
fing  fome  concern  for  what  had  not  been  confidered  in  all 
its  confequences,  might  foften,  and  even  wipe  off,  any 
impreffcons,  however  unfavourable,  that  might,  nay,  muft 

have 
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have  been  made  on  the  mind  of  his  Majefty  by  this  me* 
morial  from  the  court  of  France, 

As  I  thought  I  perceived  a  difpofition  in  M.  Wall,  m 
fome  meafure,  to  difavovv  the  offeniivenefs  of  this  ftep, 
1  did  not  Jofe  the  opportunity  of  fuggefting  every  pre- 
text, and  offering  to  his  Excellency  all  kinds  of  handles 
to  explain  away  what  had  fo  unavoidably  given  difguft  in 
England  \  and  I  endeavoured,  in  purfuance  of  what  you 
fo  mych  recommended  to  me,  to  adapt  myfelf  to  thofe 
circumflances  which  were  of  a  nature  to  furnifh  this  court 
with  the  beft  retreat  imaginable. 

I  have  here  related,  without  interruption,  what  has 
been  alledged  by  me,  and  have  fet  down  all  the  argu- 
ments I  made  ufe  of;  therefore  I  will  now  proceed  to 
give  an  account  of  what  was  infifted  on  by  General  Wall, 
in  fupport  of  his  own  reafonings,  or  advanced  by  his  Ex- 
cellency in  contradiction  to  mine. 

The  Spanijh  minifter  began  by  acquainting  me,  that 
M.  Grimaldi  had  conveyed  to  him  all  that  had  paffed, 
either  in  writing  or  in  diicourfe,  between  yourfelf,  Sir,  and 
M.  de  Bufjy,  as  well  as  the  language  Mr.  Stanley  had  held 
with  the  Duke  of  Choifeul  on  the  memorial  relating  toi 
Spain.  His  Excellency  told  me,  the  moft  Chriftian  King 
having  early  intimated  his  defire  here,  that  his  Catholic 
Majefty  fhould  guarantee  the  intended  peace  between  the 
courts  of  London  and  Verfailles  ;  in  order  to  render  that 
peace  more  permanent,  the  King  of  Spain  had  thought 
proper  to  agree  to  that  propofal's  being-made  by  France 
to  England,  as  well  as  to  confent  to  France's  exprefs  of- 
fer of  endeavouring  to  accommodate  the  difputes  fubfift- 
ing  between  England  and  Spain,  at  the  fame  time  fhe  was 
trying  to  put  an  end  to  a  war  which  had  lafted  fo  long 
between  the  Britijb  and  French  crowns.  But  he  affirmed 
to  me,  that  the  intention  of  the  court  of  Madrid  in  af- 
fenting  to  that  propofal,  was  totally  void  of  any  defigh. 
to  retard  the  peace,  and  abfolutely  free  from  the  leaft 
intention  of  giving  offence  to  his  Majefty,  though  it  ap- 
peared that  ftep  had  been  productive  of  different  effects  5 
that,  as  to  England's  declaring,  fhe  never  would. add  faci- 
lities towards  accommodating  her  differences  with  ano- 
ther Sovereign,  in  cohiideratipn  of  any  intimation  from 
a  power  at  war,  or  the  threatenings  of  an  enemy,  the 
Catholic  King  could  not  but  applaud  thofe  fentiments  in 
his  Majefty,  which  he  felt  fo  ftrongly  within  himfelf ; 
a„dding,  it  was  certain  the  court  of  London  was  at  liberty 
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to  reject  any  propofals  coming  from  the  French  miniftry, 
yet  that  could  not  in  anyway  influence  the  King  of 
Spain's  communicating  whatever  meafures  he  thought 
conducive  to  his  interefts,  to  the  mod  Chriftian  King, 
his  Catholic  Majefty's  friend,  ally,  and  near  relation. 

M.  Wall  purbied  his  difcourfe,  by  acquainting  me  with 
France's  having  fpontaneoufly  offered  to  the  Catholic 
King,  (in  cafe  the  difputes  of  Great-Britain  and  Spain 
fhould,  at  any  time  hereafter,  occafion  a  rupture  between 
our  two  courts)  to  unite  her  forces  with  thofe  of  Spain9 
to  prevent  the  Englijh  encroachments  in  America  upon  his 
Catholic  Majefty's  territory  :  an  offer  which  the  Spanijh 
monarch  had  received  with  that  cordiality  which  was  due 
to  a  friend,  who  was  determined  even  to  involve  herfelf 
in  a  frefh  war,  in  order  to  defend  Spain. 

General  Wall  then  afked  me,  Whether  it  was  poffible 
to  be  imagined  in  England^  the  Catholic  King  was  feek- 
ing  to  provoke  us  ;  efpecially  at  a  time  that  the  court  of 
London  was  in  the  moft  flourifhing  and  moft  exalted  fitua- 
tion  it  had  ever  known,  occafioned  by  the  greateft  feries 
of  profperities  that  any  fingle  nation  had  ever  met  with  ? 
And  he  aiTured  me,  the  Catholic  King,  both  before  and 
at  prefent,  efteemed  as  well  as  valued  the  frequent  profef- 
iions  I  had  made,  by  command  from  my  court,  of  his 
Majefty's  defire  to  adjuft  our  mutual  differences  amica- 
bly ;  but  he  perceived,  the  terms  on  which  thofe  difputes 
were  fought  to  be  accommodated,  occafioned  the  diffi- 
culty. The  Catholic  King,  he  faid,  did  not  think  Eng- 
land would  look  upon  the  French  minifters  as  a  tribunal 
to  which  the  court  of  London  would  make  an  appeal,  nor 
meant  it  as  fuch,  when  the  firft  article  of  grievances 
was  conveyed  through  that  channeL  As  to  the  fecond, 
the  claim  of  the  Guipujcoans  and  Bijcayans  to  fifh  for  Ba~ 
callao-y  it  was  what  Spain  had  always  infifted  upon,  and 
never  had  receded  from  by  any  treaty.  And  laftly,  con- 
cerning England's  evacuating  all  the  ufurped  fettlements 
on  the  logwood  coafts,  it  had  never  been  offered,  but 
upon  fuch  conditions  as  were  inconfiftent  with  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Spanijh  crown  to  accept  of;  llnce  the  court 
of  London  would  only  confent,  that,  previous  to  her 
fending  orders  to  thofe  unjuft  fettlers  to  remove,  and  to 
caufe  the  fortifications  to  be  demolifhed,  the  Catholic 
King  mould  be  compelled  to  make  known  to  the  Englijh, 
in  what  manner  the  logwood  was  to  be  affured  to  the 
King's  fubje&s,  notwithftanding  the  Spanijh  monarch  had 

repeatedly 
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repeatedly  given  his  royal  word,  a  method  (hould  be 
found  out  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  that,  till  it  was  adjufted 
in  what  manner  Great-Britain  fhould  enjoy  that  privi- 
lege, the  Englijh  cutters  of  logwood  fhould  continue, 
without  interruption  or  moleftation  of  any  kind,  to  carry 
on  their  commerce  upon  the  footing  they  at  prefent  ex- 
ercife  it.  His  Catholic  Majefty  only  afking,  that,  for 
his  own  royal  decorum,  the  ufurped  eftablifhments  (hould 
be  relinquifhed  by  the  Englijhy  to  prove  that  good  faith 
we  picqued  ourfelves  upon,  and  to  convince  Spain,  we 
did  not  maintain  thofe  forcible  pofleflions,  as  pledges, 
which  fooner  or  later  we  imagined  would  compel  the 
court  of  Madrid  to  grant  us  our  own  terms,  and  in  the 
mean  t^me  to  increafe  (which  the  Britijh  fubje&s  did  daily} 
the  encroachments  upon  the  coafts  of  Honduras, 

This,  Sir,  to  the  beft  of  my  recollection,  is  what  has 
been  advanced  or  replied  by  General  Wallzx.  our  different 
interviews.  Yet,  for  greater  accuracy,  and  a  fuller  ex- 
planation of  the  fentiments  of  his  Excellency,  I  defire 
leave  to  refer  you  to  the  inclofed  Spanijh  paper  marked 
(B),  with  the  tranflation  diftinguifhed  by  the  letter  (C), 
which  includes  the  fubftance  of  what  the  fecretary  of 
itate  firft  fpoke  fiom,  then  read  to  me,  and  afterwards 
gave  into  my  hands ;  confenting  to  let  me  fend  it  to  Eng- 
land,  not  as  a  memorial,  but  to  be  confidered  in  the  fame 
light  with  that  paper  which  I  had  agreed  to  give  his  Ex- 
cellency, containing  fome  notes,  to  enable  him  to  repre- 
fent  to  his  royal  mafter,  with  candour,  what  I  had  been 
ordered  to  lay  a  flrefs  upon  ;  and  this  was  delivered  to  me 
with  the  fame  view  5  a  proof  whereof  was,  that  there 
was  no  date  to  either  of  our  writings,  no  fignature,  nor 
any  title  prefixed. 

At  my  firft  conference,  I  told  General  Wall  I  had  re- 
ceived the  King's  commands  to  defire  his  Excellency 
would,  in  the  prefent  conjuncture,  give  me  a  proper  ex- 
planation with  regard  to  the  naval  armaments  which  had 
been  carried  on  in  the  various  ports  of  this  country  ;  and 
to  afk  for  an  explicit  eclairciffement  with  relation  to  the 
defoliation  of  the  Spanijh  fleet;  as  well  as  to  inform  my- 
felf  particularly,  from  his  Excellency,  what  were  the 
difpofitions  of  the  Catholic  King  to  maintain  friend(hip$ 
and  to  cultivate  a  good  correfpondence  with  his  Majefty  5 
alledging,  that  this  meafure  was  judged  by  England  to  be 
the  more  abfolutely  neceffary  at  prefent,  as  the  French 
GmifTaries,  and  the  partifans  of  our  enemies  were  attempt- 
ing 
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ing  by  every  method,  to  propagate  the  belief  of  an  ap- 
proaching rupture  with  Spain,  in  conjunction  with 
France ;  therefore  the  King  thought  himfelf  ftrongly 
called  upon,  from  the  indifpenfable  motives  of  what  his 
Majefty  owes  to  his  crown,  and  to  his  people,  to  expect 
to  have  a  categorical  anfwer  to  the  queftions  I  had  put, 
by  his  royal  command.  The  laft  time  I  faw  M.  Wall, 
which  was  the  fifth  meeting  we  had  together,  I  renewed 
thofe  queftibns,  and  then  received  exactly  the  fame  an- 
fwer which  had  been  given  me  the  firft  time  ;  That  Spain 
was  furprifed  Great- Britain  fhould  take  umbrage  at  any 
naval  preparations,  fhe  was,  or  had  been  making  ilnce 
the  acceftion  of  his  prefent  Catholic  Majefty ;  for,  in- 
cluding both  the  (hips  of  the  line,  as  well  as  the  frigates, 
the  whole  number  did  not  exceed  in  all  that  of  twenty  ; 
which  M.  Wall  affured  me  were,  by  feveral,  fewer  than 
thofe  which  had  been  equipped  during  the  reign  of  the 
late  King  Ferdinand,  His  Excellency  told  me,  that, 
with  regard  to  their  deftination,  fome  were  frequently 
going  backwards  and  forwards  between  this  kingdom 
and  Naples ;  others  were  intended  to  convoy  the  home- 
ward or  outward-bound  flotas,  afibgues,  or  regifter  fhips ; 
and  the  remaining  ones  were  to  ferve  as  a  check  upon  the 
Barbary  Cor/airs,  and  to  defend  their  coafts,  or  fmaller  vef- 
fels  from  infults :  and  in  relation  to  the  third  queftion,  his 
Catholic  Majefty's  difpofition  and  profeffions  had  invari- 
ably been  the  fame,  and  were  ever  meant  to  cement  and 
cultivate  the  friendjfhip  fo  happily  fubfifting  between  our 
two  courts. 

I  hope,  Sir,  it  will  be  found  I  have  minutely  obeyed 
every  command  I  have  been  honoured  with  frcm  his 
Majefty.  I  am  but  too  cdnfcious  of  the  unreafonable, 
and  (I  apprehend)  tirefome  length  of  this  difpatch, 
which,  on  account  of  my  frequent  interviews  with  the 
Spanijh  minifter,  and  from  my  unfeigned  zeal  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  my  gracious  royal  mafter,  has  infeniibly  led  me 
on  to  be  as  particular  as  it  was  poffible  on  fo  interefting 
a  fubjec-t,  and  in  fo  critical  a  conjuncture.  I  wifh  this 
narration  had  proved  a  more  fatisfaclory  one ;  yet,  when 
the  ftile  of  General  Wall's  inclofed  paper  is  compared 
with  that  which  was  given  to  me  laft  January,  I  hope  it 
will  appear  there  is  lefs  peevifbnefs  at  prefent  here,  than 
what  was  fo  ftrongly  exhibited  fome  months  ago.  The 
ftrong  % vowal  of  a  moft  intimate  cordiality  between  Spain 
and  France,  contained  in  this  laft  production  of  the  Spanijh 

fecre- 
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fecretary  of  (rate's,  has  hurt  me.  I  could  not  avoid  ao 
quainting  his  Excellency,  that  it  Teemed  calculated  ra- 
ther to  ferve  as  an  apology  for  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  of  Ver failles  1  and  to  be  a  juftincation  of  the  conduct 
of  the  French  minifters,  than  for  any  other  purpofe. 

I  am,  &Vi 

BRISTOL. 

Tranflation  of  a  Paper  marked  A,  inclofed  in  the  Earl  of 
BriftolV  Letter  of  Aug.  31,  1 76 1. 
I.  Monf.  de  Buffy  having  prefented  to  Mr,  Pitt  a 
memorial  on  the  part  of  his  court,  concerning  the  difcuf- 
fions  of  Great-Britain  with  Spain;  the  King  my  mafter 
ordered  his  fecretary  of  ftate  to  fend  back  the  faid  memo- 
rial, as  totally  inadmiffible. 

II.  It  has  been  told  him,  that  France  has  not  had,  at 
any  time,  a  right  to  meddle  in  our  difputes  with  the  court 
of  Madrid. 

III.  Further,  that  it  would  beiooked  upon  asoffenfive  to 
the  King's  dignity,  and  incompatible  with  the  good  faith 
of  the  negotiation,  that  further  mention  fhould  be  made 
of  the  differences  of  our  courts. 

IV.  Orders' to  make  remonftrances  on  the  conduct  of 
Spain,  who,  whilft  (he  lived  in  good  correfpondence  with 
England,  and  has  always  declared  that  her  intention  was, 
to  put  an  end  to  our  long  difputes  by  fome  amicable  ar- 
rangement, makes  ufe  of  fuch  a  voice  as  that  of  an  enemy; 
to  convey  her  grievances  to  us. 

V.  Although  the  King  will  never  hearken  to  any  thing 
on  account  of  an  intimation  from  a  power  at  war,  threat- 
ening an  union  of  counfels,  and  hinting  a  future  war, 
(perhaps  not  diftant  on  the  part  of  Spain  and  France)  ; 
notwithftanding  that,  his  Majefty,  from  an  uniform  con- 
duel,  and  conftantly  inclined  to  give  every  fatis faction  to 
his  Catholic  Majefty,  continues  ready  amicably  to  termi- 
nate every  thing  which  can  occafion  the  leaft  coolnefs 
between  the  two  kingdoms. 

VI.  With  regard  to  the  three  articles  recited  in  the 
memorial  as  grievances  of  Spain ;  I  am  ordered  to  fay, 
Firft,  That  the  courts  of  juftice,  eftablifhed  in  England^ 
to  decide  caufes  relative  to  the  reftitution  of  prizes  made 
on  the  Spaniards,  or  thought  to  be  in  violation  of  the 
Catholic  King's  territory,  are  always  open  to  all  thofe 
who  bring  their  complaints  thither;  and  that  the  mini- 
vers of  the  moft  Chriflian  King  are  not  acknowleged  in 

England 
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England  zs  a  tribunal,  before  which  England  will  confent 
that  an  appeal  be  brought. 

VII.  As  to  the  fecond  article ;  The  firft  difcovery  of 
the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  having  been  proved  to  have 
been  made  at  the  expence,  and  on  the  account  of  King 
Henry  VII.  the  uninterrupted  poffeffion  of  that  ifland,  by 
the  fettlements  of  the  fubje&s  of  England  ever  fince  the 
faid  epoch  to  this  hour,  has  alfo  been  demonstrated  : 
Further,  Spain  having  never  made  any  fettlement  there, 
and  the  pretended  right  of  the  Bifcayners,  and  Guij>ufco- 
ens,  not  being  at  any  time  admitted,  the  King  can  never 
confent  to  the  leaft  concefliori  on  this  article ;  and  flat- 
ters himfelf  that  Spain  will  never  expect,  as  the  price  of 
an  union  fo  much  to  be  wifhed  for  by  the  two  nations,  a 
facrifice  on  the  part  of  Great-Britain,  which  can  never 
be  agreed  to  in  any  fhape. 

VIII.  On  the  fubje&  of  logwood,  which  makes  the 
third  obje£r,  his  Majefty  is  conftant  in  his  intentions  to 
caufe  all  the  fettlements,  contrary  to  the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  the  Catholic  King  in  America,  to  be  evacu- 
ated :  and  will  receive  with  pleafure  any  juft  overture  on 
the  part  of  the  court  of  Madrid,  (provided  that  it  does 
not  pafs  through  the  channel  of  the  French  minifters)  for 
accommodating  our  differences,  and  for  putting  an  end 
to  every  complaint,  by  finding  fome  means  for  granting 
logwood  to  us,  without  inconvenience  to  Spain. 

Tranjlation  of  a  Paper  delivered  to  the  Earl  of  Briftol  by 
General  Wall,  at  St.  Ildefonfo,  Auguft  28,  1761, 
Marked  (C). 

The  memorial  which  M.  de  BuJJy  prefented  to  Mr, 
Pitt  by  order  of  his  court,  fetting  forth  the  defire  the 
moil  Chriftian  King  had  to  terminate  his  peace  with  Eng- 
land, under  the  guaranty  of  the  Catholic  King,  and 
that,  at  the  fame  time,  the  difputes  between  the  courts  of 
Madrid  and  London,  might  in  fome  fhape  be  accommo- 
dated, is  a  ftep,  which  his  Catholic  Majefty  will  not 
deny  has  been  taken  with  his  full  confent,  approbation, 
and  pleafure  :  however,  he  will  affirm,  and  does  affirm  to 
the  court  of  Great-Britain,  and  to  the  whole  world,  that 
his  intention  in  confenting  thereto,  as  well  as  in  ap- 
proving of  it,  was  not  to  offend  the  dignity  of  that 
crown,  or  retard  its  peace  ;  on  the  contrary,  to  confolj- 
date  it,  and,  in  all  human  poflibility,  to  perpetuate  it. 
It  may  have  been  produ&ive  of  contrary  effects :  for,  as 
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moft  actions  bear  different  conftru&ions,  this  has  not  re- 
ceived in  London  the  fame  that  was  put  upon  it  at  Madrid 
and  Paris-,  and  both  courts  have  been  concerned  at  dif- 
pleafing  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  and  indjfpofing  him 
from  continuing  the  negotiations  of  a  peace  with  France* 
and  of  regulating  his  differences  with  Spain,  jointly  or 
feparately,  it  is  equal  to  both  monarchs,  iince  they  have 
only  good  in  view  ;  though  they  will  never  give  up  to 
England  a  right,  which,  without  example,  it  pretends  to 
affume,  of  hindering  the  one  from  interfering  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  other,  for  their  mutual  ailiftance,  as  their 
union,  friendfhip,  and  relationfhip  require. 

Thus  the  end  being  explained,  which  the  courts  of 
Madrid  and  Paris  propofed  by  the  delivery  of  the  memo- 
rial, the  original  motive  will  now  be  explained  with  the 
lame  iincerity. 

There  is  the  greateft  harmony  between  the  two  courts  : 
and  who,  in  this  age,  can  be  furprifed  there  mould  be 
that  harmony  between  the  Kings  of  Spain  and  France? 
His  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  has  communicated  to  his  Ca- 
tholic Majefty,  in  confequence,  all  the  fteps  taken  to 
bring  about  a  peace  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  war. 
His  Catholic  Majefty  has  acquainted  his  moft  Chriftian 
Majefty,  as  often  as  there  has  been  occafion,  with  his 
affairs  at  the  court  of  London. 

His  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  refolved  to  purchafe  peace 
at  the  dear  price  of  the  propofals  contained  in  the  plan 
delivered  by  the  Duke  of  Choifeul  to  Mr.  Stanley  ;  and  one 
of  the  motives  which  induced  him  to  fo  great  a  facrifke 
was,  in  order  to  fecure,  for  many  years,  the  peace  of  his 
kingdoms,  by  fatisfying  at  once  the  views  of  the  Englijk. 
And  he  fignified,  at  the  fame  time  to  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty, his  defire  of  cutting  fhort  thofe  beginnings  of  dis- 
agreement between  him  and  his  Britijh  Majefty,  on  ac- 
count of  his  grievances  with  the  court  of  London,  with 
this  kind  expreftion,  That,  if  a  rupture  enfued  between 
England  and  Spain,  France  will  have  mifcarried  in  the 
above  object  of  her  prefent  facrifices,  as  fhe  will  be  neceT- 
fitated  to  affift  in  defending  Spain,  and  involve  herfelf  in 
a  new  war.  Was  the  Catholic  King  to  defpife  fo  gene- 
rous an  overture  ?  It  was  not  to  be  expected.  Ought 
England  to  be  furprifed  at  it  ?  As  little.  It  being  ground- 
ed upon  this,  that  if  England  faw  that  France  attacked  the 
dominions  of  Spain,  particularly  in  America,  fhe  would 
run  immediately  to  her  defence3  for  her  own  conveniency, 

as 
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as  well  as  becaufe  fhe  had,  equally  with  France,  guaran- 
tied them.  Well,  what  was  to  be  done  ?  faid  the  two 
courts,  they  agreed,  that  France  fhould  declare  to  Eng- 
land, That,  as  fhe  was  coming  to  a  compofition  with 
her,  (he  deiired  that  nothing  might  remain,  not  even  a 
miftruft,  of  returning  to  a  frefh  war;  and  that  fhe  fhould 
exhort  England  to  terminate  her  difputes  with  Spain  to 
their  mutual  fatisfaclion,  which  alone  occafioned  any 
doubt. 

Both  courts  thought  that  France  could  not  take  a  ftep 
that  fhewed  better  faith  towards  England,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  but  fo  it  appears  ;  without  examining  why  or 
wherefore  it  is  thought  otherwife  at  London,  or  in  what 
it  offends  the  dignity  of  the  Britijb  monarch.  What 
proceeding  more  noble  can  an  enemy  hold  with  another, 
than  France  does  to  England,  in  faying,  To  conclude  a 
peace  with  England,  I  yield  up  this  and  that ;  however, 
at  the  fame  time  I  am  refolved  to  make  this  facriflce,  I 
cannot  but  fay,  I  wifh  to  fecure  a  peace  for  many  years, 
and  therefore  fhould  be  glad  that  England  would  fettle 
with  Spain  their  fubjec"ts  of  difagreement  together,  becaufe 
otherwife  they  may  again  entangle  me  in  a  frefh  war. 

Yet  England  finds  reafon  for  remonflrating  againft  the 
conduct  of  Spain  hereupon  ;  exprefling,  that,  at  a  time 
fhe  is  living  in  good  harmony  with  Spain,  and  has  de^ 
clared  her  defire  of  terminating  her  long  differences  by 
fome  amicable  adjuftment,  Spain  makes  ufe  of  England's 
enemy  as  the  channel  of  her  grievances.  It  is  repeated 
in  anfwer,  that  Spain  only  confented  that  France  fhould 
take  this  ftep,  in  as  much  as  it  appeared  not  only  inof- 
fenlive,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  come  more  from  an 
honeft  and  fincere  friend  than  an  enemy ;  and  that  Spain 
is  far  from  thinking  to  irritate  England.  She  would  not 
have  ftaid  to  chufe  her  time  fo  ill,  if  views  of  prudence 
and  moderation  had  not  contained  her  ;  and  above  all, 
the  never-loft  hopes  of  rinding  juftice  in  the  Britijb 
court. 

How  many  proofs  has  not  Spain  already  given,  of  her 
aiming  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of  her  grievances,  without 
pretending  it  otherwife  than  in  a  friendly  manner  ?  Six 
years  ago,  the  Spanijh  governors  being  ordered  to  oppofe 
the  intrufion  of  foreigners  upon  the  American  coafts,  an 
expedition  was  made  to  diflodge  the  Englijh  from  fome 
new  eftablifhments ;  and  the  court  of  London  having  re- 
claimed againft  an  offenftve  method,   which  happened 
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exactly  at  the  time  fhe  was  coming  to  a  rupture  with 
.France,  from  whence  it  might  have  been  inferred  that 
.Spain,  in  feizing  that  conjuncture,  fought  to  flraiten 
England,  (then  lefs  powerful,  and  not  fo  fure  of  her 
happy  fuccefles  as  at  prefent,)  the  catholic  King  com- 
manded, in  order  to  take  away  all  kind  of  miftruft  from 
England,  that  thofe  orders  mould  be  fuperfeded  ;  and 
even  to  reftore  to  the  Englijh  whatever  effects  might  have 
been  taken  from  them  ;  and  his  Britijh  Majefty  offered  to 
fettle  thefe  points  in  a  friendly  manner.  During  thefe 
fame  fix  years,  we  have  not  difcontinued  to  folicit,  with- 
.out  advancing  one  day  more  than  the  other  :  and  during 
.that  time  (who  would  believe  it  ?)  the  Englijh  have  in- 
creafed  their  incroached  eftablifhments  upon  that  coaff. 

The  King  of  Spain  will  fay,  as  the  King  of  England 
does,  That  he  will  do  nothing  on  account  of  the  intima- 
tion of  a  hoftile  power,  who  threatens  an  union  of  coun- 
cils, and  gives  to  underftand  a  future  war;  for  the  Ca- 
tholic King  approves  of,  and  efleems,  in  other  monarchs, 
thofe  fentiments  of  honour  he  feels  himfelf;  and  if  he 
jhad  thought  that  the  delivery  of  the  memorial  had  been 
conftrued  as  an  intimation,  and  a  threat,  he  would  never 
have  confented  to  it.  Why  has  not  England  made  the 
trial  of  concluding  her  peace  with  France  without  the 
guaranty  or  intervention  of  Spain,  and  adjuft  her  dif- 
ferences with  Spain  without  the  knowledge  of  France  f  and 
fhe  would  have  experienced,  that  their  union  was  not  an 
obstruction,  but  only  tended  and  tends  to  live  in  tran- 
quillity, and  {hake  off  all  danger  with  regard,  to  its  per- 
manency. With  refpect  to  what  concerns  Spain,  it  is 
unow  repeated,  as  it  has  been  fo  many  times  before,  That 
as  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  notwithstanding  the  deli- 
very of  the  faid  memorial,  was  inclined  to  fatisfy  the 
Catholic  King,  and  was  ready  to  terminate,  in  a  friendly 
manner,  whatever  might  cccafion  a  coolnefs  between  the 
two  kingdoms;  his  Catholic  Majefty  efleems  and  corre- 
fponds  moft  affuredly  with  fuch  good  purpofes.  The 
difficulty  confifts  in  the  terms.  Three  articles  of  griev- 
ances were  ftated,  in  the  memorial,  by  the  court  of 
Madrid  againft  that  of  London ;  which  has  been  anfwered, 
but  not  with  more  compliance  than  any  of  the  former 
offices,  full  of  conviction,  from  the  Spanifo  ambaffador 
in  England,  have  beerr  anfwered. 

With  regard  to  the  claim  of  the  injuries  againft  the 
neutrality  in  this  war,  which  is  one,  and  about  Which 

there 
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there  is  no  material  ftumbling-block  5  after  other  things, 
it  is  faid,  That  England  can  never  look  upon  the  mini- 
sters of  the  moft  Chriftian  King  as  a  tribunal  to  which  it 
will  confent  to  carry  an  appeal ;  and  it  cannot  be  ima- 
gined to  what  purpofe.  Who  ever  thought  of  fuch  an 
irregularity  ?  Concerning  the  liberty  of  the  Bifcaynert 
and  Guipufcoans  to  fifh  for  Bacallao,  an  abfolute  negative 
is  given  to  that  right,  though  it  is  fo  well  proved  :  and 
with  refpect  to  evacuating  the  eftablifhments,  it  is  only 
offered  upon  terms  inadmiffible  with  the  Catholic  King's 
decorum,  That  before  doing  it,  he  fhould  allure  to  the 
Englijh  the  logwood.  Hard  proceeding  certainly,  for 
one  to  confefs,  that  he  is  gone  into  the  houfe  of  another 
to  take  away  his  jewels ;  and  to  fay,  "  I  will  go  out 
"  again,  but  flrft  you  (hall  engage  to  give  me  what  I 
*c  went  to  take."  And  ftill  harder,  when  fet  in  oppo- 
iition  with  the  Bacallao  ;  for  the  Spaniards  want  that  for 
their  food,  as  the  Englijh  want  the  logwood  for  their  fa- 
bricks  :  yet  the  Englijh  would  by  force  take  away  the  log- 
wood, and  hinder  by  force  the  Spaniards  from  taking 
away  the  Bacallao.  One  would  think  that  the  Englijh 
themfelves  ought  with  reluctance  to  produce  fuch  a  pre- 
tenfion. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Pitt,  dated  Segovia,  Sept.  14,  1761.     Received  Oct.  5. 
SIR, 

s  General  Wall  has  acquainted  me  that  M.  Manfo9 
governor  at  Sanroque,  had,  in  confequence  of  the  orders 
tranfmitted  to  him,  been  at  Tariffa^  where  (after  exa^ 
mining  into  the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  at  that  place, 
and  reproving  thofe  who  connived  at  the  proceedings 
which  occafioned  fuch  repeated  complaints  from  me, 
concerning  the  illegal  protection  granted  to  the  French 
row-boats  under  the  cannon  of  that  port)  he  had  taken 
fuch  meafures  as  would  put  an  effectual  flop  to  any  far- 
ther remonftrances  on  that  fubject. 

The  Spanijh  minifter  likewife  informed  me  of  his  hav- 
ing heard,  that  feveral  additional  works  were  going  for- 
ward in  order  to  ftrengthen  the  fortifications  at  Gibraltar  ; 
which  he  faid  would  naturally  confirm  the  report,  too 
univerfally  fpread,  of  an  approaching  rupture  between 
our  courts.  His  Excellency  afked  me,  Whether  Great- 
Britain  could  ferioufly  entertain  any  apprehenfions  of 
fuch  an  event  I  and,  without  giving  me  time  to  anfwer, 

added, 


A.  1762.        DEBATES. 

added,  that  the  Catholic  King  had  at  no  time  been  more 
intent  on  cultivating  a  good  correfpondence  with  his 
Maiefty,  than  at  prefent. 

After  fo  explicit  a  declaration  of  the  fentiments  of  Spain 
on  this  very  material  point,  I  thought  it  incumbent  upon 
me  to  remove,  as  far  as  it  lay  in  my  power,  all  the  jea- 
loufies  and  fufpicions  which  I  found  had'arifen  from  any 
workmen  being  employed  at  Gibraltar.  I  therefore  af- 
fured  M.  Wall  of  my  having  no  kind  of  reafon  to  imagine 
any  orders  had  been  iiTued  from  England,  to  increafe  the 
works  of  that  fortrefs  ;  for  I  had  conilantly  been  told  that 
place  was  impregnable  by  land,  of  courfe  money  would 
not  be  fquandered  away  there  unneceflarily  ;  yet,  as  fome 
of  the  ancient  forts  might  want  repairing,  and  as  each 
new  governor  would  naturally  exhibit  his  attention  and 
diligence  in  the  care  of  fo  important  a  truft,  General 
Par/low  might  probably  be  employing  fome  hands  for 
that  purpofe,  which  was  a  fufficient  ground  for  the  intel- 
ligence his  Excellency  had  received^  as  all  reports  from 
diftant  provinces  were  very  much  magnified  before  they 
reached  the  capital. 

lam,  &c, 

BRISTOL. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Pitt,  dated  Segovia,  Sept.  21,  1761.  Received  Oct.  16. 

SIR, 

A  mefTenger  arrived  at  St.  Ildephonfo  Jaft  week,  with 
the  news  of  the  fafe  arrival  of  the  flota  in  the  bay  of 
Cadiz,  but  the  particulars  of  the. cargo  on  board  are  not 
yet  exactly  known. 

I  have  been  allured  that  this  court  is  difappointed,  fince 
there  is  little  above  330,000/.  brought  from  America  upon 
the  Catholic  King's  account ;  which  fum,  confidering  it 
is  the  produce  of  the  royal  revenue  for  two  years,  in  the 
Wejl  Indies,  is  not  confiderable,  and  (hews  the  great  mif- 
management  that  reigns  amongft  the  aiieflbrs  and  col- 
lectors in  thofe  parts.  The  viceroys  and  governors  en- 
deavour to  difculpate  themfelves,  by  fending  heavy  com- 
plaints againft  their  inferior  officers  ;  and  thefe  retort  the 
accufations,  by  alledging,  that  thofe  who  are  fet  over 
them  to  prevent  all  illegal  practices,  are  the  firft  and 
principal  people  who  defraud  the  King  of  Spain  of  his 
due,  by  encouraging  the  contraband  trade  upon  the  coafts, 
and  conniving  at  the  introduction  of  all  kind  of  goods, 
,   Vol.  VI.      '  '  G  fox 
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for  which  they,  the  chiefs,  receive  large  prefents ;  by 
thefe  means  the  markets  and  fairs  are  glutted  with  every 
kind  of  commodity  from  Europe  when  the  flota  arrives 
from  Old  Spain  ;  fo  that,  from  the  magazines  being  then 
full,  no  vent  can  be  found  for  the  new  merchandize  but 
upon  very  difadvantageous  terms,  which  the  factors  are 
compelled  to  fubmit  to,  rather  than  to  return  hither  with 
the  fame  goods  they  carried  out.  As  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty  feems  to  have  the  profperity  of  his  extenfive  domi- 
nions (o  much  at  heart,  and  is  confcious  how  highly 
requifite  it  is  for  the  welfare  of  his  fubjects  in  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  world,  to  put  his  affairs  upon  an  en- 
tire new  regulation  ;  his  minifters  do  not  fail  fug^efting 
often  to  him,  the  impracticability  of  fetting  about  to  alter 
the  old  defective  fyftem  of  government  that  has  fo  long 
prevailed,  if  the  court  of  Madrid  fhould  embroil  itfelf 
in  the  prefent  troubles  of  Europe,  by  taking  a  part  in  the 
war  againft  Great-Britain. 

lam,  fcfr. 

BRISTOL. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Pitt,  dated  Segovia,  Sept.  28,  1761.  Received  Oct.  20. 
SIR, 

Don  Jayme  Mafones,  late  ambafTador  from  this  court 
to  that  of  Verfailles,  having  obtained  leave  to  refign  his 
employment  of  director  general  of  the  artillery,  has  been 
appointed  by  the  Catholic  King  one  of  the  counfellors  of 
ftate. 

M.  Wall  has  acquainted  me,  that,  by  the  frefheft  in- 
telligence he  has  been  able  to  procure  from  America,  he 
has  been  told,  the  Englijh  fettlers  upon  the  logwood  coaft 
had  chiefly  been  fortifying  themfelves  at  Rio  Tinto,  where 
they  had  caft  up  confiderable  intrenchments,  and  had 
placed  feveral  pieces  of  cannon  upon  the  ramparts.  His 
Excellency  added,  as  that  eftablimment,  together  with 
thofe  near  the  river  Wallh  and  the  Laguna  Azid,  were 
indifputably  of  a  very  recent  date,  he  did  not  conceive 
what  difficulty  Great-Britain  could  alledge  for  avoiding 
to  evacuate  fuch  avowed  ufurpations,  if  the  court  of 
London  was  really  fincere  in  the  profeflions  which  had 
been  fo  repeatedly  made  to  Spain,  of  its  intention  to  caufe 
all  fettlements,  contrary  to  the  territorial  jurifdiction  of 
his  Catholic  Majefty,  to  be  abandoned.  General  Wall 
has  earneftly  defired  my  giving  the  ftrongeft  airurances  at 

home. 
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home,  that,  if  orders  were  fent  for  recalling  thofe  Britijh- 
fubjects,  who  are  now  at  Rio  Tinto,  and  directing  them 
to  withdraw  their  cannon  from  that  place,  the  King  of 
Spain  promifed,  in  the  ampleft  manner,  that  no  kind  of 
difturbance  fhould  be  given  to  any  of  the  logwood  cut- 
ters in  whatfoevcr  parts  they  were,  either  on  the  coafts 
of  Campeacky  or  of  Honduras ;  but  that  they  fhould  be 
permitted  to  carry  on  their  trade  unmolefted,  until  an 
agreement  could  be  made,  and  a  convention  fettled,  be- 
tween their  Britannic  and  Catholic   Majefties,  for   the. 
final  adjuftment  of  this  long-depending  bufinefs,  to  the 
mutual  fatisfaction  of  our  two  Sovereigns.    General  Wall 
has  ever  acted  in  too  ingenuous  a  manner,  for  me  to 
fufpect  the  leaft  duplicity  in  his  conduct;  and  the  pref- 
ixing inftances  he  made  me  on  this  occafion,  to  endeavour 
to  reprefent  the  equity  as  well  as  the  expediency  of  fuch 
orders  being  tranfmitted  with  regard  to  Rio  Tinto,  leave 
me  no  room  to  doubt,  that  this  court  only  wiihes  for  fuch 
a  ftep,  either  to  treat  upon  that   apparent  equality  of  its 
differences  with  England;  or  to  put  a  flop  to  the  repeated 
intimations  conveyed  from  Verfailles^  That  it  would  be 
unbecoming  the  dignity  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  enter 
into  any  negotiation  with  another  power,  who  avowedly 
withheld  from  his  Catholic  Majefty  feveral  illegal  fettle* 
ments  in  his  territories  ;  although  the  French  minifters, 
in  order  to  render  an  accommodation  between  England 
and  Spain  utterly  impracticable,  recommend  to  this  court 
the  neceffity  of  infifting,  that  every  Englijhman  whatever 
fhould  withdraw  from  each  part  of  the  logwood  coafts, 
before  any  overtures  are  made  for  the  regulation  of  our 
commerce  with  Spain;  yet  M.   Wall  faid ,  that  the  Ca- 
tholic King  could  not  give  a  ftronger  proof  of  his  defire 
fincerely  to  put  an  end  to  our  difputes,  by  fome  amicable 
regulation,  than    exacting   only    the  relinquifhing    that 
eftablifhment  on  Rio  Tinto,  which,  while  it  filenced  the 
clamours  of  our  enemies,  would  alfo  facilitate  this  court's 
coming  to  a  fpeedy  adjuftment  with  England;  .for  all  that 
was  requefted  from  us  was,  to  make  known  to  the  world 
our  own  good  faith,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  would  ferve 
as  a  falvo  to  the  Spaniards  Pundonor  for  entering  into  a 
negotiation,  after  having  fo  often  infifted  on  the  evacua- 
tion of  the  Catholic  King's  dominions  in  the  tyeft  Indies, 
I  am,  &c, 

BRISTOL. 

G  2  Cofy. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Pitt,  dated  Segovia,  Oft.  5,  1761.     Received  Q&.  27. 

SIR, 

I  received,  by  the  lad  pofl,  the  honour  of  your 
difpatch  of  the  nth  paft,  acquainting  me,  that  his 
Majefty's  marriage  with  the  Princefs  Charlotte  of  Meek- 
lenb'ourg  Strelitz,  was  happily  celebrated  the  8th  of  laft 
month  ;  on  which  joyful  event  I  offer  you  my  fincere 
congratulations,  as  I  can  judge  of  the  great  fatisfaclion 
all  the  King's  faithful  fubje&s  muft  feel,  by  what  I  now 
experience  within  myfelf. 

As  you  transmitted  to  me  the  King's  letters  of  notifi- 
cation, on  this  occafion,  to  his  Catholic  Majefty,  and  to 
the  Queen  Dowager  of  Spain,  I  went  yefterday  to  St.  //- 
dephonfo,  and  prefented  his  Majefty's  letter,  in  the  ac- 
cuftomed  manner,  to  the  Catholic  King,  who  enjoined 
me  very  particularly,  to  allure  his  Majeftv  of  the  fincere 
ihare  he  Ihould  ever  take  in  all  events  that  contributed  to 
the  King's  happinefs.  To  morrow  I  intend  returning  to 
the  palace,  in  order  to  deliver  to  the  Queen  Dowager  the 
letter  addrefled  to  her  Majefty,  as  I  have  already  ac- 
quainted the  Camarera  Mayor  with  my  having  been 
honoured  with  the  King's  commands  for  that  purpofe. 
M.  Wall  has  informed  me,  that  the  hopes  of  peace  now 
feem  more  remote  than  ever,  as  M.  Stanley  and  M.  BuJJy 
were  fhortly  to  return  to  their  refpecfive  courts.  His 
Excellency  expreiTed  a  thorough  concern  at  the  breaking 
off  thefe  conferences ;  and  faid,  it  was  the  opinion  in 
Spain,  the  French  Minifters  had  gone  as  great  lengths  in 
conceflions  as  could  be  expected,  confidering  the  engage- 
ments of  France  with  her  allies.  That  if  Great-Britain 
was  fo  laudably  ftrenuous  for  the  fupport  of  the  King  of 
PruJJia,  it  was  equally  reafonable  to  imagine  the  court  of 
France  would  never  confent  to  defert  the  Emprefs  Queen  ; 
and  tr^e  being  allowed  only  to  fuccour  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty with  24,000  men,  while  England  referved  to  itfelf 
the  power  of  affifting  his  Prujjian  Majefty  efficaciously, 
was  almoft  equivalent  to  abandoning  the  houfe  of  Aujiria* 

lam,  &c, 

BRISTOL. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  moft  fecret  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Egremont,  U 
the  Earl  of  Briftol,  dated  October  2«,   1761. 

My  LORD, 

In  opening  my  correfpondence  with  your  excellency, 
it  gives  me  great  pleafure  to  be  able  to  inform  you,  that 
your  letter  of  the  14th  paft,  wherein  you  mention, 
<c  That  M.  Wall  has  acquainted  you  that  the  Catholic 
"  King  had,  at  no  time,  been  more  intent  on  cultivating 
"  a  good  correfpondence  Mth  his  Majefty,  than  at  pre- 
6C  fent,"  having  been  laid  before  the  King,  his  Majefty 
received,  with  particular  fatisfaction,  fuch  an  authentic 
declaration  of  the  good  intentions  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty ;  and  the  King  highly  approves  of  the  affurances 
your  Excellency  gave,  in  return,  to  the  Spanljh  minifter, 
with  regard  to  additional  works  at  Gibraltar :  and  it  is 
with  great  pleafure,  I  can  allure  your  Excellency,  that 
having  made  proper  enquiry  into  that  matter,  I  find  no 
orders  whatfoever  have  .been  iiTued  with  regard  to  thofe 
fortifications  ;  and  therefore  nothing  can  have  been  done 
there,  but  the  ufual  and  neceifary  repairs. 

I  am  alfo  to  inform  your  Excellency,  tfcat  the  con- 
firmation of  the  fame  good  difpoiitions  in  the  court  of 
Spain,  manifefted  by  M.  Waffs  expreffing  (as  reported  in 
your  difpatch  of  the  28th  paft)  their  readinefs  to  come  tfci 
a  fpeedy  adjuftment  with  England,  upon  our  evacuating 
the  moft  recent  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Honduras^ 
only  to  ferve  as  a  falvo  to  the  Spaniards  Pundonor,  was 
confidered,  by  his  Majefty,  as  a  happy  prefage  of  a 
fpeedy  and  amicable  conclufion  of  all  difputes  fubfifting 
between  the  two  crowns. 

It  is  judged  highly  expedient  for  the  King's  fervice, 
that  the  court  of  Spain  mould,  in  the  prefent  moment, 
be  apprifed  of  the  fentiments  of  that  of  Great^Britain* 
I  am  therefore  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty continues  to  have  nothing  more  at  heart,  than  to 
cultivate  the  moft  cordial  friendship  with  his  Catholic 
Majefty  ;  trufting,  however,  to  find  this  difpofition  reci- 
procal on  the  part  of  Spain.  Nothing  being  more  evi- 
dent, than  the  mutual  advantage  which  muft  arife  to 
both  courts  from  a  ftate  of  union  and  amity  ;  and  per- 
haps experience  has  fhewn,  that  when,  in  contradiction 
to  the  obvious  principles  of  our  common  interefts,  that 
harmony  has  been  unhappily  interrupted,  Spain .has  al- 
ways been  the  greateft  fufferer. 

Q  3  Thefc 
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Thefe  being  the  King's  fentiments,  his  Majefty 
cannot  imagine  that  the  court  of  Spain  fhould  think 
it  unreasonable,  to  defire  a  communication  of  the  treaty 
acknowledged  to  have  been  lately  concluded  between  the 
courts  of -Madrid  and  Verjailles,  or  of  fuch  articles  there- 
of as  can,  by  particular  and  explicit  engagements,  im- 
mediately relate  to  the  interefts  of  Great- Britain,  or,  in 
a  more  general  and  diftant  view  of  affairs,  be  any  ways 
confirued  to  affect  the  fame  in  the  prefent  conjuncture, 
before  he  enters  into  farther  negotiation  on  the  points 
depending  between  the  two  crowns  j  which  the  King 
conceives  may  be  foon  amicably  accommodated,  if  his 
Catholic  Majefty  means  to  bring  the  fame  facility  on  his 
part,  as  his  Majefty  is  determined  to  fhewon  his,  towards 
the  fpeedy  adjuftment  of  that,  which  feems  now  to  re- 
main the  principal,  if  not  the  only  matter  in  difpute  : 
for  though  the  King,  f;om  his  confidence  in  the  repeated 
affurances  of  friendship  from  his  Catholic  Majefty,  is 
unwilling  to  fuppofe  that  a  treaty  concluded  by  him,  can 
contain  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  Great-Britain ;  yet 
as  the  Court  of  France  has  affected  to  give  out  that  Spain 
was  on  the  point  of  entering  into  the  war ;  which  lan- 
guage has  been  induftrioufly  propagated,  and  generally 
with  fuccefs,  in  moft  courts  of  Europe  j  his  Majefty 
therefore  thinks,  that  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the 
interefts  of  his  people,  equally  call  for  an  explanation 
with  regard  to  this  already  too  much  credited  report,  be- 
fore he  can,  confiftently  with  his  own  dignity,  proceed  in 
any  negotiation  with  Spain  :  nor  can  any  fair  or  candid 
difcuffion  of  the  rights  or  differences  of  the  two  courts 
take  place  upon  a  juft  and  equitable  footing,  fhould  Spain, 
while  fhe  is  fully  informed  of  the  extent  of  all  his  Ma- 
jefty's  alliances  and  connections,  maintain  a  fufpicious 
and  unfriendly  referve,  with  regard  to  a  treaty  recently 
concluded  between  her  and  his  Majefty's  declared  and 
inveterate  enemy  ;  by  whom  it  is  openly  and  induftrioufly 
afierted,  throughout  Europe,  that  the  purport  thereof  is 
hoftile  to  Great-Britain. 

I  am  hereto  inform  your  Excellency,  that,  in  my  firft 
conference  with  the  Count  de  Fuentes,  I  explained  this 
matter  fully;  but  his  Excellency  avoided  entering  into  it, 
and  feemed  to  wifh  that  it  might  be  palled  through  an- 
other channel  -y  difclaiming,  however,  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner,  any  unfriendly  intentions  of  his  court.  It  is 
therefore  the  King's  pleafurej  that  your  excellency  fhould 

ufe 
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ufe  the  moft  preffing  inftances  to  M.  Wall,  to  obtain  fuch 
communication  as  is  above  mentioned  ;  and  it  is  hoped, 
that  you  wiil  eafily  convince  a  minifter  fo  thoroughly" 
acquainted  with  the  nature  and  conftitution  of  this  coun- 
try, of  the  importance  of  this  teft  of  friendfhip,  to  the 
fupport  of  that  defirable  harmony  between  the  two  courts  ; 
and  how  much  a  refufal  to  give  due  fatisfaction  on  this 
head,  would  impede  and  obftru£t  his  Majefty's  beft  in- 
tentions towards  that  valuable  object.  It  is  needlefs  to 
recommend  to  your  Excellency,  to  urge  this  matter  in 
the  moft  polite  and  friendly  terms  ;  gently  infinuating 
the  above  arguments,  to  (hew,  that  his  Majefty  ought  to 
be  fatisfied  as  to  this  matter,  before  he  proceeds  to  other 
points  :  but  on  the  other  hand,  your  Excellency  will 
give  the  Spanijh  minifter  the  ftrongeft  afiurances,  that, 
this  obftacle  once  removed,  his  Majefty  is  moft  fincerely 
and  cordially  difpofed  to  enter  into  an  amicable  difcuffion 
of  other  matters  in  difpute;  little  doubting,  but  that  a 
confirmed  reciprocal  confidence  would  naturally  point 
out  expedients  to  fave  the  honour  of  both  Kingc,  adjuft 
things  to  mutual  fatisfa&ion,  and  eftablifh  a  harmony, 
as  permanent  as  advantageous  to  both  courts.  Nor  can 
I  more  explicitly  enforce  the  King's  real  fentiments  on 
this  head,  than  by  referring  your  Excellency  to  your  own 
difpatches,  wherein  you  have  repeatedly  made  the  moft 
conciliating  overtures,  particularly  in  that  of  the  31ft  of 
Augujl  laft,  which  I  cannot  more  properly  exprefs,  than 
in  your  Excellency's  own  words,  as   follows.     4  Con- 

*  cerning  the  difputes  about  the  coaft  of  Honduras,  I 
€  could  add  nothing  to  the  repeated  declarations  I  had 
4-  made   in   the   King's  name,   of  the   fatisfacTion   with 

*  which  his  Majefty  would  receive  any  juft  overture  from 

*  Spain  (upon  condition  that  France  was  not  to  be  the 

*  channel  of  that  conveyance)  for  terminating  amicably^ 
4  and  to  mutual  fatisfacTion,  every  reafonable  complaint 

*  on  this  matter,  by.  propofing  fome  equitable  regulation 
4  for  fecuring  to  us  the  long-enjoyed  privilege  of  cutting 
4  logwood  (an  indulgence  confirmed  by  treaty,  and  o£ 
4  courfe,  authorifed  in  the  moft  facred  manner)  nor  could 
4  I  give  ftronger  afiurances  than  the  paft,  of  his  Majefty's 

*  (leady  purpofe  to  caufe  all  eftablifhments  on  the  log- 
4  wood  coafts,  contrary  to  the  territorial  jurifdicliorx  of 
4  S£ain9  to  be  removed  j"  and  fhould  y°m*  Excellency 
fee  the  proper  moment  for  renewing  declarations  of  the 

G  4  fame 
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fame  fort,  I  am  to  affureyour  Excellency  of  his  Majefty's 
approbation  therein. 

In  order  to  prevent  any  perverfe  imprefiions,  which 
Mr.  Pitt's  retiring  from  public  bufinefs,  at  this  juncture, 
might  occafion,  it  is  proper  that  I  mould  afiure  your 
Excellency,  that  the  meafures  of  government  will  fufFer 
no  relaxation  on  that  account  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  may 
venture  to  promife,  that  the  idea  fuggefted  by  fome  male- 
volent perfons  at  home,  and  perhaps  induftrioufly  propa- 
ted  abroad,  of  the  whole  fpirit  of  the  war  fubfiding  with 
him,  inftead  of  difcouraging,  will  only  tend  to  animate 
the  prefent  miniftry  to  a  more  vigorous  exertion  of  their 
powers,  to  avoid  every  poflible  imputation  of  indecifion 
or  indolence,  which  ignorant  prejudice  might  fuggefl : 
and  the  example  of  the  fpirit  of  the  late  meafures,  will 
be  a  fpur  to  his  JVlajefty's  fervants  to  perfevere,  and  to 
fhetch  every  nerve  of  this  country,  towards  forcing  the 
enemy  to  come  into  a  fafe,  honourable,  and,  above  all, 
a  lafting  peace.  I  further  have  the  pleafure  to  inform 
your  Excellency,  that  the  moil:  perfect  harmony,  mutual 
confidence  and  unanimity,  now  reign  in  his  Majefty's 
councls  \  with  a  thorough  determination  to  pufh  the 
war  with  fuch  vigour,  as  will,  it  is  hoped,  under  the 
hand  of  Providence,  procure  ftill  farther  iuccelTes  to  the 
juft  caufe  for  which  this  country  drew  the  fword.  The 
King  at  the  fame  time  continues  to  be  difpofed,  with 
equal  moderation,  to  put  an  end  to  the  dreadful  calami- 
ties of  war,  the  moment  the  enemy  will  liften  to  fuch 
terms  of  peace  as  fhall  be  confident  with  his  Majefty's 
honour,  in  fome  degree  adequate  to  the  fuccefles  of  his 
arms,  and  calculated,  by  promifing  permanency,  to  pre- 
ferve  mankind  from  the  various  diftrefTes  and  miferies, 
which  have  been  fo  fatally  experienced  during  the  courfe 
of  this  cruel  and  bloody  war. 

I  am,  &c. 

EGREMONL 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Egremont  to  the  Earl  of 
Eriftol,  dated  Oct.  28,   1761.     Secret  and  confidential. 
My  LORD, 

1  am  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  his  Majefty 
does  not  think,  proper  to  confine  you,  as  to  the  mode  of 
opening  ycurfelf  to  M.  Wall,  on  the  important  fubject  of 
this  difpatch  \  or  to  prefcribe  whether  you  are  to  commu- 
nicate 
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nicate  the  fubftance  of  it  verbally,  or  to  truft  the  whole, 
or  any  part  thereof,  out  of  your  hands  :  your  Excellency's 
experience  of  that  minifter  will,  no  doubt,  fuggeft  to 
you  the  degree  of  compliment  and  confidence  which  is 
moft  likely  to  fucceed,  and  which  is,  for  that  reafon, 
entirely  left  to  your  difcretion. 

I  am  further  to  inform  your  Excellency,  for  your  pri- 
vate direction,  That,  in  cafe  you  mould  find  infuperable 
objections  to  fuch  a  communication  as  is  expected  in  my 
moft  fecret  letter  of  this  date,  and  that,  in  lieu  thereof, 
it  mould  be  propdfed  to  give  his  Majefty  folemn  aflurances 
of  the  innocence  of  the  treaty  in  queftion  with  refpect  to 
the  King's  interefts  ;  in  fuch  cafe,  your  Excellency  is 
not  totally  to  reject  the  alternative,  but  to  take  it  ad  re- 
ferendum to  be  tranfmitted  to  your  court  :  provided  al- 
ways, That  the  faid  aflurances  be  given  upon  his  Catho- 
lic Majefty's  royal  word,  fignified  in  writing,  either  by 
the  Spanifi  fecretary  of  ftate  to  your  Excellency,  or  by 
the  Conde  de  Fuentes  to  the  King's  fecretary  of  ftate  here, 
and  not  otherwife. 

I  am,  &c. 

EGREMONT. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Egremont  to  the  Earl  of 
Briftol,  dated  Oct.  28,  1761.     Separate  and  fecret. 

My  LORD, 

I  referve  for  this  feparate  and  fecret  letter  the  King's 
commands,  that  your  Excellency  fhould  pay  the  mdft 
particular  attention  to  what  is  pafling,  at  this  critical 
conjuncture,  at  the  court  where  you  refide  ;  it  being 
highly  important  to  his  Majefty's  fervice,  that  you  fhould 
not  only  ufe  your  utmoft  endeavours  to  penetrate,  as  far 
as  you  can,  into  his  Catholic  Majefty's  real  views,  as  well 
as  into  the  prevailing  temper  and  fentiments  of  his  prin- 
cipal minifters,  but  that  you  (hould  obferve,  with  a  watch- 
ful eye,  every  new  order  or  regulation  relative  to  their 
fea  and  land  forces,  or  to  their  credit  and  finances,  as 
far  as  the  fame  (hall  appear  to  your  Excellency  to  indicate 
the  leaft  difpofition  in  the  court  of  Spain  to  depart,  in 
any  fhape,  from  their  neutrality,  either  by  openly  or  fe- 
cretlyaffifting  his  Majefty's  enemies. 

The  King's  thorough  reliance  on  your  experienced 
zeal  for  his  fervice,  makes  it  unneceflary  to  recommend 
vigilance  on  this  occafion.  I  am  therefore  only  to  a~dd, 
that  your  Excellency,  in  the  diligent  profecution  of  this 

•     object, 
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object,  will  moft  cautioufly  avoid  the  lead  mark  of  of- 
fenfive  difBdence,  which  might,  in   any  degree,  tend  to. 
interrupt   thofe  friendly  dlfpofitions,  which  his  Majefty 
fincerely  wilhes  to  cultivate  and  improve. 
I  am,  &fo. 

EGREMONT.   . 

Ctpy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Pitt,  dated '-Mcudalj  0£t.  12,1761.     ReceivedNov.  8. 

SIR, 

I  delivered  the  King's  letter,  notifying  his  Majefty's 
marriage,  to  the  Queen  mother  at  St.  Ildephcnfo  ;  who 
defired  me  not  to  fail  acquainting  the  King,  how  much 
her  Majefty  interested  herfelf  in  every  event,  where  the 
JCing's  happinefs  was  concerned. 

The  court  left  Old  Cajlille  on  the  7th  inftant,  and  ar- 
rived the  fame  day  here. 

General  Par/low  having  fent  me  an  anfwer  to  a  letter 
I  wrote  to  him,  enquiring  whether  there  were  any  grounds 
for  thofe  reports  M.  Wall  had  mentioned  to  me,  concern- 
ing fome  additional  works  carrying  on  at  Gibraltar,  and 
having  acquainted  me  with  what  was  going  forward, 
which  confided  only  in  fome  neceflary  repairs  and  con- 
veniencies  for  the  garrifon,  I  read  the  whole  letter  to 
General  Wall ;  defiring  him  to  acquaint  his  Catholic 
Majefty  with  that  very  authentic  contradiction  of  what 
had  been  malicioufly  conveyed  to  this  court :  afluring  his 
Excellency  at  the  fame  time,  that  Spain  need  have  no 
fufpicion  of  England's  not  trufting  to  the  repeated  decla- 
rations, he  (M.  Wall)  had  made  to  me,  of  the  pacific  dif- 
pofition  of  the  King  his  mafter;  fori  had  conftantly  and 
explicitly  given  an  account  of  thofe  profeflions  in  my  dif- 
patches,  wnich  correfponded  with  the  fentiments  and 
inclinations  of  Great-Britain,  to  maintain  a  perfect  har- 
mony and  union  between  the  two  kingdoms,  in  Europe^ 
js  well  as  in  America, 

lam,  &c. 

BRISTOL. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  the  Earl  of 
Kgremont,  dated  Kfcurial,  Nov.  2,  1 761.  Received 
Nov.  14. 

My  LORD, 
The  furprifing  change  I  have  of  late  perceived  in  Ge» 
neral  Wall's  difcourfe,  and  the  unlooked  for  alteration  of 

that 


A.  1762.        DEBATES.  9* 

that  minister's  fentiments,  with  regard  to  the  prefent 
iituation  of  this  country,  has  determined  me  to  diipatch 
the  mefTenger  Potter  to  England,  that  your  Lordfliip  may- 
be thoroughly  informed  of  the  haughty  language  now 
held  by  this  court ;  fo  different  from  "all  the  former  pro- 
feffions  made  to  me  by  the  Catholic  Sing's  commands, 
and  fo  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  moft  iolemn  and  re- 
peated declarations  I  had  received  from  the  Spanijb  fecre- 
tary  of  {fate,  of  a  thorough  refolution  to  maintain  a  per- 
feci  harmony  and  good  correfpondence  between  the  two 
kingdoms,  (o  requifite  for  their  mutual  intereft  and  reci- 
procal felicity. 

Such  ftrong  reports  of  an  approaching  rupture  between 
Gr -eat- Britain  and  Spain,  grounded  upon  feveral  authentic 
afturances  I  had  received,  that  fome  agreement  had  been 
fettled  and  figned  between  their  Catholic  and  moft  Chri- 
ftian  Majefties,  determined  me  to  enquire  minutely  into 
this  affair  j  and  therefore,  I  took  an  opportunity  of  men- 
tioning to  M.  Wall,  that  notwithstanding  the-frequent, 
and  even  late  declarations  he  had  made  to  me,  concern- 
ing the  pacific  inclinations  of  Spain,  yet  I  could  not 
conceal  the  uneafinefs  it  gave  me,  to  hear  from  all  parts, 
both  within  thefe  kingdoms,  and  from  other  countries, 
that  a  treaty  had  not  long  fince  been  concluded  between 
the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Verfailles,  and  therefore  I  de- 
fired  his  Excellency  would  fatisfy  my  doubts,  by  inform- 
ing me,  whether  there  was  any  ground  for  thefe  rumours; 
and,  in  cafe  it  were  pofTibtej  after  all  that  had  paffed 
between  us,  for  fuch  a  convention  as  was  hinted  at,  to 
have  been  concluded  ;  then  I  hoped  to  be  told  of  what 
nature  this  treaty  was,  whether  offenfive  or  fingly  de- 
fenfive,  what  were  the  principal  conditions  contained  in 
it,  and  with  what  views  this  fudden  and  clofe  union  be- 
tween Spain  and  France  had  been  calculated  :  for  I  could 
neither  hear  fuch  reports  with  indifference,  nor  give  credit 
to  the  truth  of  them,  without  an  explicit  avowal  thereof 
from  his  Excellency's  mouth. 

Inftead  of  anfwering  me  direclly,  General  /%//began, 
by  faying,  that  the  King  his  mafter  had  reafon  to  think 
ihe  conduct  of  England  unwarrantable ;  for  his  Catholic 
Majefty  never  could  obtain  an  anfwer  from  the  Britijb 
miniftry,  to  any  memorial  or  paper  that  was  fent  from 
hence,  either  by  the  channel  of  the  Count  of  Fuentcs,  or 
through  my  hands :  he  told  me,  we  were  intoxicated 
with  all  our  fucceffes,  and  a  continued  feries  of  victories 

had 
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had  elated  us  fo  far,  as  to  induce  us  to  contemn  the  rea- 
sonable conceflions  France  had  confented  to  make  us  for  a 
peace;  but  that  it  was  evident,  by  our  refufal  of  the  Due 
de  CboifeuVs  propofals,  all  we  aimed  at  was,  to  crufh  Spain, 
to  drive  A\  the  fubjecls  of  the  Chriftian  King,  not  only 
from  their  ifland  colonies  in  the  new  world,  but  alfo  to 
deftroy  their  feveral  forts  and  fettlements  upon  the  conti- 
nent of  North  America,  to  have  an  eaiier  tafk  in  feizing 
on  all  the  Spanifi  dominions  in  thofe  parts,  thereby  to  fa* 
tisfy  the  utmoft  of  our  ambition,  and  to  gratify  our  un- 
bounded thirft  of  conqueft. 

After  M.  Wall  had  worked  up  his  anger  to  a  height  I, 
had   never  before  feen,  he   then  faid,  with  uncommon 
warmth,  That  he  would  himfelf  be  the  man  to  advife 
the  King  of  Spain,  fince  his  dominions  were  to  be  over- 
whelmed, atleaft  to  have  them  feized  with  arms  in  his 
Subjects  hands,  and  not  to  continue  the  paffive  victim  he 
had  hitherto  appeared  to  be  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.     I 
attended  to  this  difcourfe,  without  interrupting  the  thread 
of  it ;  and,  at  the  conclufion  of  it,  I  defired,  with  the 
utmoft  ferenity,  of  General  Watt,  to  give  me  an  anfwer 
to  the  queftions  I  had  firft  ftarted,  and  we  would  after- 
wards proceed  to  difcufs  what  his  Excellency  had  been 
expatiating  upon.    But  the  Spanijb  minifter  only  renewed 
fome  of  his  former  exclamations,  by  infifting,  that  we 
had  fet  the  Spanijb  power  at  defiance  during  this  war;  that 
we  had  attacked  and  plundered  their  veffels,  infulted  their 
coafts,  violated    the  neutrality    of  thefe   kingdoms,  en- 
croached upon,  the  territorial  jurifdictioii  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty's  dominions  in  America,  by  fortifying  ourfelves 
in  an  illegal  manner  in  the  bay  of  Campeachy  and  the  gulf 
of  Honduras,  erecting  frefh  fettlements,  and  feizing  on 
logwood  in  a  moft  arbitrary  manner,  befides  denying  the 
Spaniards  a  right,  they  had  fo  long  claimed,  to  fifh  upon 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland  ;  nay,  even  wanting  to  put 
the  Bifcayners  and  Guipufcoans  on  a  worfe  footing  at  pre- 
lent,  with   regard   to  their  pretenfions   to    the  Bacallao 
trade,  than  they  had  been  by  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and 
that  of  1 721,  where  the  article  in  relation  to  them  was, 
That  thofe  Spaniards  fhould  enjoy  qua  jurefibi  vindicare' 
poterunt ;    whereas  all  my  inftruclions  had  run  to  declare 
their  claim  to  be  ftale  and  inadmiflible,  and  finally,  to 
affert  that  England  hoped  the  Catholic  King  would  never 
expect  this  facrifice  as  the  price  of  a  union*  which  could 
never  be  confented  to  on  thofe  terms. 

General 
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General  Wall  went  on,  by  faying,  He  perceived  he  had 
in  vain  given  hopes  to  his  royal  mafter,  that  a  proper  at- 
tention would  be  paid  to  the  Spanijh  demands,  and juftice 
be  granted  to  atone  for  the  repeated  grievances  of  his  Ca- 
tholic Majefty's  fubjecls ;  yet  he  wanted  to  know  where, 
when,  and  how,  it  was  to  be  expected,  fince  we  (hewed 
no  regard  to  this  country,  which  had  hitherto  withftood 
all  the  advantageous  offers  made  by  France  to  enter  into 
the  prefent  war. 

Notwithftanding  this  fecond  digreffton  of  his  Excel- 
lency's, I  did  not  defift  from  my  point,  but  renewed  my 
former  queftions,  by  alledging,  that  the  bufinefs  I  came 
about,  was  to  receive  fome  explicit  anfwer  to  what  I  had 
before  enquired  after.  At  lair,  General  Wall  replied,  he 
had  no  orders  to  acquaint  me  with  any  meafures  but  what 
he  had  formerly  communicated  to  me,  and  ilgnified  his 
not  being  at  liberty  to  fay  any  more  ;  but  faid,  M.  ds 
Fuentes  had  wrote  wojd,  in  his  letter  of  the  2d  pair,  that 
a  courier  was  to  be  fent  to  me,  and  whenever  the  con- 
tents of  thofe  difpatches  were  communicated  to  him  (M. 
Wall)  then  I  mould  be  acquainted  with  the  refolutions  o£ 
Spain  ;  for  his  Catholic  Majefty  did  not  doubt  of  my  re- 
ceiving inftructions  relative  to  the  Spanijh  paper  I  had 
tranfmitted  in  my  letter  of  the  31ft  of  Auguji. 

It  was  evident,  by  the  difpofition  the  fecretary  of  ftate 
was  in  during  this  whole  conference,  that  I  mould  at  that 
time  gain  no  ground  by  any  farther  enquiries  into  what  I 
wanted  to  be  inftru£ted  in.  I  therefore  broke  off  here  ; 
and  after  having  paid  my  court,  as  ufual,  with  the  reft  of 
the  ambafladors,  to  his  Catholic  Majefty,  I  returned  in 
about  an  hour  to  the  office,  under  pretence  of  (hewing  art 
attention  I  always  pay  to  General  Wall,  when  I  intend 
fending  off  a  meffenger,  which  was,  to  defire  his  Excel- 
lency would  honour  me  with  any  commands  he  might 
have  for  England,  either  of  a  public  or  a  private  nature. 
As  our  converfation  in  general  had  been  too  interefting 
(whilft  a  part  of  it  was  fo  myfterious)  for  me  not  to  fend 
home  an  exact  account  of  all  that  had  paffed,  by  a  fafe 
conveyance  y  I  let  this  drop,  in  order  to  renew  the  former 
topic,  and,  by  fo  doing,  endeavour  to  procure  a  little 
more  infight  into  this  myfterious  bufinefs. 

The  Spanijb  minifter  began  in  his  former  (train,  but 
multiplied  the  appearance  of  his  country's  grievances; 
talked  of  its  being  time  to  open  their  eyes,  and  not  to 
fuffer  a  neighbour,  an  ally,  a  parent,  and  a  friend,  any 

longer 
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longer  to  run  the  rifque  of  receiving  fuch  rigid  laws,  as 
were  prefcribed  by  an  infulting  victor  :  his  Excellency 
told  me,  the  court  of  Verfailles,  after  having  communis 
eated  to  the  Catholic  King,  every  the  moft  minute  ftep 
taken,  during  Mr.  Stanley's  negotiations  at  Paris,  and 
M.  de  Bujfys  conferences  at  London,  had  determined  to 
publifh  to  the  whole  world,  the  mortifying  terms  France 
bad  brought  itfelf  to  fubmit  to  for  the  fake  of  peace  j  and 
to  make  known  the  arbitrary  unreafonable  demands  of 
England,  which  fruftrated  the  good  intentions  of  the  moft 
Chriftian  King,  whofe  humanity  had  made  him  confent 
to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  even  at  the  dear  price  of  yield- 
ing fo  much  as  he  had  brought  himfelf  to  agree  to,  in 
order,  if  poffible,  to  fatisfy  the  ambition  of  Great- 
Britain. 

I  thought  I  had  fufficiently  liflened  to  all  thefe  accufa- 
tions,  and  that  a  longer  filence  would  be  reproachful.  I 
muft  confefs,  the  allegations  mentioned  by  M.  Wall  in 
the  firft  conference,  were  fo  unexpected  to  me,  on  ac- 
count of  their  differing  fo  widely  from  all  prior  conven- 
tions on  thofe  fubjedts,  that  I  thought  it  more  prudent 
then,  only  to  attend  to  what  his  Excellency  afTerted,  and 
afterwards,  by  a  fhort  abfence  from  his  clofet,  endeavour 
to  recoiled!:  the  fubftance  of  what  had  been  advanced, 
that  I  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  anfwer,  though,  I 
feared,  not  to  convince,  the  Spanijb  minifter. 

I  began,  by  expreffing  my  furprife,  that,  when  I  came 
to  be  informed  of  a  ftep  fo  pubiickly  difcourfed  of  in  the 
world,  I  could  not  obtain  the  fatisfa&ion  Ifolicited  from 
one,  who  alone  could  clear  my  doubts,  and  folve  my 
queftions  :  that  all  I  had  been  able  to  find  out  was,  that 
it  feemed  determined  to  keep  me  in  the  dark ;  and,  in 
order  to  divert  my  attention  from  the  lingle  point  I  want- 
ed to  be  inftrucled  in,  I  had  only  heard  a  complicated 
heap  of  grievances,  flung  out  with  a  view  to  deter  me 
from  perfevering  in  the  purfuit  of  getting  my  curiofity 
Satisfied.  Upon  that  I  went  methodically  through  the 
various  fubjecls  that  had  been  ftarted  by  the  Spanijh  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  infifting  on  the  firft  difcovery,  and  a  con- 
tinued poffeffion  of  the  Newfoundland  fifhery,  by  the 
King's  fubjecls  -}  whereas  the  Spaniards  had  never  brought 
any  proofs  to  back  their  own  aflertions  to  a  claim  to  that 
fifhery,  whilft  we  had  clearly  deduced  our  right  from  the 
.  time  of  Henry  VII. 

With 
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With  regard  to  the  logwood  trade  ;  a  conftant  enjoy- 
ment of  it  for  about  a  century,  having  been  confirmed  to 
us  by  treaties,  under  the  denominations  of  an  indulgence 
or  fufferance,  made  it  a  legal  commodity :  but  as  to  all 
ufurped  fettlements,  I  had  often  been  ordered  ;o  declare 
the  King's  readinefs  to  have  them  evacuated,  when  an 
equitable  regulation  was  fettled,  between  the  two  courts, 
for  our  quiet  pofilflion  of  that  valuable  branch  of  com- 
merce. 

Then,  as  to  thefeveral  complaints  of  breaches  of  neu- 
trality, pretended  confifcations  of  goods,  unlawful  feizures 
of  Spanijh  veflels,  and  all  the  various  blended  grievances 
I  had  heard  of  ;  I  could  only  anfwer,  in  general,  that 
our  courts  of  law  were  open  to  all  complaints,  and 
though  parties  might  go  from  thence  diflatisned,  yet  the 
juftice  of  thofe  courts  of  judicature  had  never  been  im-> 
peached. 

In  relation  to  England's  views,  of  forcing  our  enemies 
to  agree  to  fuch  terms,  as  we  thought  might  injure  our 
nation  from  the  apprehenfions  of  a  future  war  \  I  delired 
to  know,  what  inftance  there  was  of  any  country's  not 
endeavouring  to  obtain  the  moft  advantageous  conditions 
for  itfelf  at  a  peace,  efpecially  when  Providence  had 
vouchfafed  to  blefs  a  righteous  caufe  with  fucceis :  this 
was  the  cafe  of  Great-Britain ;  we  were  bound  by  ftrong 
engagements  to  fupport  our  allies,  and  infixed  on  being 
at  liberty  to  fulfil  thofe  engagements  according  to  the 
extent  of  them  ;  whilft  we  determined  to  fettle  our  em- 
pire in  America  upon  fuch  a  footing,  as  fhould  free  our 
colonies  there  from  encroachments,  and  not  leave  them 
to  be  liable  to  a  repetition  of  fuch  chicanes  from  the 
French,  as  had  caufed  the  beginning  of  thofe  difturb- 
ances,  which  had  afterwards  extended  themfelves  into 
Europe, 

This  was  the  fum  of  my  difoourfe ;  and  when  I  re- 
curred to  my  repeated  inftances  for  information  concern- 
ing the  Treaty,  all  that  I  could,  with  difficulty,  extort 
from  General  Wall*  was,  that  his  Catholic  Majefty  had 
fudged  it  expedient  to  renew  his  family  compacts  (thofe 
were  the  exprefs  words)  with  the  moft  Chriftian  King. 
I  begged  to  know  when  thofe  compacts  had  been  agreed 
upon  ;  and  at-what  time,  whether  very  lately,  or  fome 
months  ago,  they  had  received  a  frefh  fandtion.  Here 
the  Spanijh  minifter  ftopt  (hort,  and,  as  if  he  had  gone 
beyond  what  he  intended,  he  faid,  that  the  Count  de 

FuenUs 
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Fuentes  and  M.  Bujjy  had  declared  to  his  Majefty's  mini- 
fters,  that  all  was  meant  to  be  communicated  to  them  ; 
and  although  I  continued  in  the  clofet  fome  fhort  time 
after  that  declaration,  as  I  found  I  was  to  expect  nothing 
but  a  repetition  of  the  fame  anfwer  to  every  queftion  I 
put,  I  determined  to  retire. 

This,  my  Lord,  is  the  refult  of  my  enquiries,  and 
here  the  hufinefs  refls  at  prefent. 

Two  fhips  have  lately  arrived  at  Cadiz,  with  very  ex- 
traordinary rich  cargoes,  from  the  Weft  Indies ;  fo  that 
all  the  wealth  that  was  expected  from  Spanifo  America,  is 
now  Gfe  in  Old  Spain :  perhaps  this  circumftance  has 
raifed  the  language  of  the  Catholic  King's  minifters, 
addea  to  the  progrefs,  which,  we  hear,  the  French  army 
is  m -king  in  the  King's  electoral  dominions,  and  the  fuc- 
cefs  that  has  attended  the  Aujirian  operations  in  Silefta. 
I  have  long  obferved  the  jealoufy,  of  Spain  at  the  Britijh 
conqueits  ;  and  am  now  convinced,  that  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  this  country's  naval  inferiority,  has  occafioned 
the  foothing  declarations,  fo  repeatedly  made,  of  adefire 
to  maintain  harmony  and  friendfhip  with  England:  but 
the  French  have  never  difcontinued  their  flatteries,  whilft 
they  folicited  a  junction  of  forces,  alluring  the  Spaniards^ 
that  even  the  figning  an  alliance  between  their  Sovereigns, 
would  intimidate  our  court,  not  only  upon  account  of 
our  being  exhaufted  by  the  prefent  long  and  expenfive 
war>  but  by  our  having  felt  the  fatal  ccnfequences  of  an 
interruption  of  our  Spanijh  trade,  during  the  lafl  war. 

I  am,  &c. 

BRISTOL. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Egrernont  to  the  Earl  of 
Briftol,  dated  Nov.  19th,  1761. 

My  LORD, 

On  ihe  14th  inftant,  I  received  the  honour  of  your 
Excellency's  moft  important  and  interefting  difpatch  of 
the  2d,  by  Potter,  and  laid  the  fame  immediately  before 
the  King. 

The  furprife  your  Excellency  expreiles,  at  the  unlook- 
ed  for  and  fudden  change  of  fentiments  and  difcourfe  of 
M,  Wall,  could  not  have  exceeded  his  Majefly's  aftonifh- 
ment  at  the  contraft,  as  linking  as  unaccountable,  which, 
your  Excellency's  difpatches  of  the  14th  and  28th  of  Sep- 
tember, compared  with  that  of  the  2d  inftant,  exhibit ; 
and  when  hisMajefty  obierves  the  very  different  and  con- 
4  tradictorjr 
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tradiclory  tenor  of  the  above-mentioned  feveral  letters, 
the  abrupt  and  unprovoked  traniition  in  iheSpanifo  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  from  the  moft  cordial  and  conciliatory  tone 
of  friendly  profeflion  and  amicable  adjuftment,'  to  the 
moft  peremptory  and  haughty  ftile  of  menace  and  hofti- 
lity,  cannot  but  put  his  Majefty's  moderation  to  the  fe- 
vereft  trial.  It  muft  alfo  add  to  your  Excellency's;,  as  it 
has  to  my,  animadverfion,  on  the  incoherency  of  this 
behaviour,  when  I  inform  you,  that  the  feveral  conven- 
tions I  have  had  with  the  Count  de  Fue?ites9  have  been  all 
of  the  moft  amicable  kind;  and  the  very  day  before  your 
Excellency's  rnefTenger  arrived,  the  Spanijh  ambaffador, 
coming  out  of  his  Majefty's  clofet,  from  an  audience,  to 
which_he  had  been  admitted  to  deliver  a  letter  from  his 
Catholic  Majefty  on  occafion  of  the  King's  marriage, 
took  me  afide,  to  repeat  to  me  the  ftrong  afTurances  he 
had  juft  had  the  honour  of  giving  his  Majefty,  of  the 
friendly  difpofition  of  the  King  his  mailer,  and  of  his 
fteady  purpofe  to  maintain  the  ftricteft  amity  with  the 
court  of  Great-Britain. 

The  King,  however,  religioufly  true  to  his  folemn 
and  fincere  declarations  to  his  Catholic  Majefty,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  not  lefs  attentive  to  the  dignity  of  his 
crown,  and  the  real  interefts  of  his  people,  is  calmly  and 
refolutely  determined  punctually  to  difcharge  thofe  in- 
difpenfable  duties,  with  a  coolnefs,  which  no  provoca- 
tion can  difturb,  and  a  firmnefs,  which  no  menace  can 
intimidate. 

In  this  fixed  difpofition  of  mind,  his  Majefty  directs 
me  to  lofe  no  time  in  re-difpatching  your  Excellency's 
meflenger,  with  his  Majefty's  fentiments  on  a  point 
which  fo  highly  concerns  the  honour  and  intereft  of  both 
crowns. 

Though  my  difpatch  of  the  28th  paft,  will  have  al- 
ready given  your  Excellency  the  fatisfaclion  of  feeing, 
how  intirely  conliftent  with  his  Majefty's  ideas,  the  fteps 
you  have  taken  have  been  ;  yet,  I  muft,  in  obedience  to 
the  King's  commands,  afiure  you,  that  your  conduct  on 
this  occafion  has  met  with  his  moft  gracious  approbation. 
It  would  be  both  tedious,  and  ufelefs,  to  enter  minute- 
ly into  the  anfwers  fo  obvious  to  be  given  to  the  ofrenfive 
digreflions,  by  which  M.  Wall  determinately  evaded  giv- 
ing any  fatisfaclion  to  your  Excellency's  moft  reafonable 
demand,  with  regard  to  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with 
Vox..  VI.  H  '  Francu 
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France.  I  fhall  therefore  content  myfelf  with  very  few 
obfervations  in  the  order  of  your  difpatch. 

As  to  the  afTertion  of  that  minifter,  '  That  his  Catho- 
6  lie  Majefty  never  could  obtain  an  anfwer  from  the  Bri- 
«  tijh  miniftry,  to  any  memorial  or  paper  that  was  fent 
4  from  Spain,  either  by  the  channel  of  the  Count  de  Fu~ 
c  entes,  or  through  your  hands  ;"  it  would  be  a  ufelefs 
condefeenfion  to  appeal  fo  repeatedly  to  thofe  ample  ma- 
terials in  your  Excellency's  pofTeffion,  for  the  confutation 
of  a  proportion  fo  notorioufly  groundlefs,  that  it  fcarce 
deferves  a  ferious  anfwer. 

The  language  M.  Wall  held,  relative  to  the  late  nego- 
tiation with  France,  as  well  as  with  regard  to  our  ambition 
and  unbounded  thirft  after  conqueft,  as  it  conlifts  of 
meer  abufive  afTertion,  without  the  leaft  fhew  of  argu- 
ment, deferves  nothing  but  plain  contradiction. 

His  Majefty  read,  with  particular  concern,  the  intempe- 
rate and  rafh  advice  which  that  minifter  talked  of  propofing 
to  the  King  his  mafter,  grounded  upon  meer  chimerical 
fuppoiitions  of  intended  hoftilities  againft  Spain,  which 
do  the  higheft  injuftice  to  the  purity  and  integrity  of  his 
Majefty's  intentions:  And  M.  Wall  muft  himfelf  know, 
that  there  has  been  a  particular  delicacy  obferved,  in  con- 
certing our  plans  for  military  operations,  to  avoid  carry- 
ing hoftilities  towards  objects,  which  might  give  the  leaft 
jealoufy  or  umbrage  to  the  court  of  Spain:,  and  therefore, 
his  Majefty  can  only  confider  fuch  unjuft  fuggeftions  and 
groundlefs  fufpicions,  as  deftitute  of  probability,  as  of 
proof,  as  a  meer  pretext,  in  cafe,  that,  contrary  to  all 
good  faith,  and  the  moft  folemn  repeated  profefiions  of 
friendly  intentions,  the  court  of  Spain  fhould  have  medi- 
tated or  refolved  on  hoftilities  againft  England:  which  as, 
on  the  one  hand,  his  Majefty  will,  with  his  ufual  mode- 
ration, endeavour  to  prevent,  by  all  means  confiftent 
with  his  own  dignity,  and  that  of  the  nation  ;  fo,  on  the 
other,  he  will,  with  the  utmoft  firmnefs  and  refolution, 
lire nuoufly  repel,  with  that  vigour  which  becomes  a  Mo- 
narch confeious  of  being  attacked  without  caufe  or  pro- 
vocation, and  zealous  at  all  times  to  afTert  and  vindicate 
the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  rights  of  his  fubjecls- 

The  patience  and  calmnefs  with  which  your  Excel- 
lency liftened  to  what  muft  have  been  fo  painful  to  hear, 
as  the  vague  declamation  with  which  the  Spanijh  fecretary 
eluded,  for  the  iecond  time,  returning  any  anfwer  to  the 

queftion 
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queftion  you  fo  properly  perfevered  in  urging  to  him  ; 
and  your  having  ftill  returned  to  the  charge,  after  an  in- 
terval of  an  hour,  without  any  effect:,  except  the  dry 
unfatisfactory  telling  you,  That  the  Count  de  Fuentes  and 
M.  BuJJy  4  had  declared  to  his  Majefty's  minifters  all 
'  that  was  meant  to  be  communicated  to  them  ;"  has  (o 
unpromifing  an  afpect,  ,as  to  give  the  King  very  little 
reafori  to  hope  for  good  effects  from  further  patience  and 
forbearance:  and  fo  unfatisfa&ory  a  refult  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's enquiries,  reduces  his  Majefty  to  the  difagree^ 
able  neceility  of  demanding  a  precife  and  categorical  an- 
fwer  from  the  court  of  Madrid,  relative  to  their  intentioit- 
with  regard  to  Great-Britain  in  this  critical  conjuncture; 
and  therefore,  it  is  his  Majefty's  exprefs  command,  that 
your  Excellency,  making  ufe  of  this  difpatch  as  you  (hall 
judge  proper,  do,  without  lofs  of  time,  demand  of  the 
Spanifl)  fecretary  of  itate,  in  his  Majefty's  name,  an  im- 
mediate, clear,  and  categorical  anfwer  to  that  queftion  ; 
and  that  you  do  afliire  M.  Wall,  with  becoming  firmnefs, 
and  in  the  moft  explicit  terms,  that  any  procraftination, 
ambiguity,  or  evafion,  will  be  confidered  as  ample  and 
fufficient  grounds,  for  authorifing  his  Majefty  to  take 
fuch  fteps  as  his  royal  wifdom  mall  dictate,  for  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  for  the  protection 
and  fecurity  of  his  people.  At  the  fame  time  that  your 
Excellency  cannot  be  too  firm  and  explicit  upon  this 
queftion,  you  will  be  particularly  cautious,  not  to  ufe 
the  leaft  harfhnefs  in  your  manner,  or  mix  any  thing  in 
your  converfation  with  the  Spanifi)  minifter,  which  can 
have  the  leaf!  tendency  to  indifpofe  or  irritate  him.  No- 
thing would  more  effentially  contribute  to  his  Majefty's 
real  fatisfaction,  than  your  Excellency's  bringing  back 
that  court  to  a  difpaffionate  and  reafonable  way  of  think- 
ing ;  and  your  procuring  fuch  an  anfwer,  as  might  juf- 
tify  his  Majefty's  continuation  of  the  fame  friendly  and 
amicable  intercourfe,  which  is  not  more  the  intereft  of 
both  countries,  than  his  Majefty's  fmcere  defire.  Vari- 
ous are  the  proofs  that  could  be  given  of  this  difpofition 
of  his  Majefty  :  notorious  it  is  to  all  Europe,,  that,  in 
his  Majefty's  councils,  every  thing  which  might  indicate 
a  tendency  to  break  through  that  good  underftanding  be- 
tween the  two  courts,  which  he  is  fo  anxious  to  main- 
tain, has  been  cautioufly  avoided.  Happy,  if  fuch  mea- 
fures,  properly  attributed  to  the  rectitude  of  his  royal 
mind j  fhould  contribute  towards  the  falutary  effects  which 
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his  moderation  thereby  propofed  :  but  fhould,  on  the 
contrary,  a  falfe  and  injurious  interpretation,  conftrue 
into  timidity,  his  Majefty's  defire  of  maintaining  peace 
with  Spain,  provided  that  defire  was  reciprocal  on  the 
part  of  the  Catholic  King  ;  and  fhould  a  rupture  enfue, 
after  every  becoming  facility  given  on  the  part  of  Great- 
Britain  \  his  Majefty  will,  at  leaft,  have  the  confolation 
to  reflect,  that,  whatever  the  confequences  may  be,  he 
can  appeal  to  all  the  world  for  the  rectitude  and  purity  of 
his  intentions,  and  for  the  moderation  he  has  obferved, 
in  endeavouring  to  prevent  fo  great  a  calamity,  by  every 
ftep  which  his  honour  and  dignity  would  permit. 
I  am,  &c. 

EGREMONT. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  ike  Earl  of  Egremont  to  the  Earl  of 
Briftol,  dated  Nov.  19,   1761.  '  Mojl  fecret. 
My  LORD, 

Having,  in  my  public  letter  of  this  date,  fignified  to 
your  Excellency  the  King's  pleafure,  with  regard  to 
your  letter  of  the  fecond  inftant,  by  Potter ;  1  have  it 
'further  in  command  from  his  Majefty,  to  acquaint  your 
Excellency,  for  your  particular  government  in  a  matter 
of  fo  much  importance,  that,  if  the  court  of  Spain 
fhould  have  refufed  to  give  your  Excellency  the  fatif- 
faction  required  in  my  moft  fecret  letter  of  the  28th  paft, 
or  the  alternative,  which,  by  my  fecret  and  confidential 
letter  of  the  fame  date,  your  Excellency,  was  permitted 
to  take  ad  referendum  ;  or  that,  having  demanded  the  cate- 
gorical anfwer  required  of  M.  Wall  in  my  letter  of  this 
day's  date,  he  fhould,  either  in  direct  terms,  or  by  implicar 
tion,  acknowledge  having  entered  into  any  agreement 
with,  or  entertaining  any  intention  of  joining  the  French 
in  this  war,  or  of  acting  hoftilely  towards  the  King,  or 
any  ways  departing  from  their  neutrality  5  it  is  the  King's 
pleafure,  That,  in  any  of  thofe  cafes,  your  Excellency 
do  forthwith  come  away  from  Madrid  without  taking 
leave,  and  repair  with  all  convenient  fpeed  to  Li/bon, 
where  you  will  find  a  fhip  of  war  ready  to  receive  your 
Excellency,  and  to  fail  with  you  to  England :  and  you 
are  to  fignify  to  the  Spanijb  minifter,  that  either  a  pe- 
remptory refufal  of  giving  any  fatisfaction,  or  of  dif- 
avowing  any  intentions  to  take  part  with  our  declared 
and  inveterate  enemies  in  the  prefent  war,  cannot  be 
looked  upon  by  his  Majefty  in  any  light,  but  as  an  ag- 
4.  grefliqn 
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greflion  on  the  part  of  Spain,  and  as  an  abfolute  decla- 
ration of  war. 

I  am,  &c. 

EGREMONT. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Egremont  to  the  Earl  of 
Briftol,  dated  Nov.  l§th,  176 1.   Separate  andfecret. 
Mj  LORD, 

I  am  commanded  by  the  King  to  acquaint  your  Ex- 
cellency, that,  in  cafe  you  fhall  have  fufficient  reafon  to 
conclude,  from  the  obfervations  which  you  mall  have 
made,  from  the  time  of  your  difpatching  Potter  to  that  of 
his  return,  that  there  are  little  or  no  hopes  of  fuch  an  an- 
fwer  as  your  Excellency  is  ordered  to  demand  from  the 
Spanijh  minifter,  you  will,  in  that  cafe,  take  the  moft 
private  and  moil  expeditious  manner  that  the  thing  will 
admit  of,  to  give  immediate  notice  of  the  critical  fitua- 
tion  in  which  we  ftand  with  regard  to  Spain,  to  Major 
General  Par  (low  at  Gibraltar,  and  to  all  his  Majefty's 
Confuls  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  in  order  that  they  may, 
put  themfelves,  and  his  Majefty's  trading  fubjecls,  pro- 
perly on  their  guard  againft  whatever  may  happen ;  and 
your  Excellency  will  alfo  take  the  proper  means  to  make 
the  fame  communication  to  Sir  Charles  Saunders.  But 
when  your  Excellency  fhall  find  your  departure  from 
Madrid  inevitable,  and  that,  in  conformity  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's commands,  fignified  by  the  feveral  letters  of  this 
difpatch,  you  muft  immediately  fet  out  for  Lifbon ;  in, 
fuch  cafe,  you  are,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  fend  off,  in 
the  moft  fecure,  fecret,  and  expeditious  manner,  a  letter, 
to  Admiral  Saunders,  and  another  to  Commodore  Keppely 
acquainting  each  of  thofe  officers  that  you  have  taken 
your  final  resolutions  to  leave  the  court  of  Madrid.  Your 
letter  to  Admiral  Saunders  y®u  will  convey  through  Major 
General  Par/low,  to  be  forwarded  with  the  utmoft  expe- 
dition to  the  Admiral  -,  fending,  at  the  fame  time,  a  du- 
plicate to  Mr.  Hay  at  Lifbon,  to  be  difpatched  by  a  frigate 
which  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  have  ordered  there  for 
that  purpofe  :  and  your  Excellency's  letter  to  Commo- 
dore Keppel  you  will  alfo  tranfmit  to  Mr.  Hay,  to  be  by, 
him  forwarded  by  another  frigate  which  is  ordered  to 
Lifbon. 

As  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  his  Majefty's 
fervice,  that  the  notification  of  your  Excellency's  final, 
jefolution  to  leave  Madrid^  fhould  not  only  be  made  the 
•'  H  3  moment 
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moment  fuch'  refolutions  are  taken  by  your  Excellency, 
but  that  they  ihould  reach  Admiral  Saunders  by  the 
quickeft  and  fecureft  conveyance  poflible ;  it  is  the  King's 
exprefs  comrnan'd,  that,  ihould  your  Excellency  have 
the  lead:  reafon  to  fufpect,  that  the  meflenger  or  perfon 
whom  you  fhall  employ  to  carry  fuch  notification  to 
Gibraltar  or  Lijbon,  may  be  intercepted  or  flopped,  in 
that  cafe,  your  Excellency  will  immediately  fet  out  your- 
felf  for  the  frontiers  of  Portugal,  and  from  thence  you 
will  difpatch  to  Mr.  Hay  your  letters,  as  well  for  Admi- 
ral Saunders,  as  Commodore  Keppel,  to  be  forwarded  by 
that  minifter,  as  above ;  and  your  Excellency  will  leave 
fuch  perfon  at  Madrid  as  you  (hall  think  proper,  to  take 
care  of  your  private  affairs  there,  which  muft  neceflarily 
be  left  in  fome  confuiion  by  your  ftricl:  compliance  with 
his  Majefty's  commands  on  this  head. 

I'  fhall  only  add,  that  a  very  exa£t.  execution  of  the 
King's  commands,  fignified  in  this  letter,  being  of  the 
utmoft  importance  to  his  Majefty's  fervice,  it  is  expected, 
that  your  Excellency  will  pay  a  mod  particular  attention 
to  them. 

I  am,  &c. 

EGREMONT. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Br  iftol  to  the  Earl  of  Egre- 
mont,  dated  Efcurial,  Nov.  9,  1761.    Received  Dec.  3. 

My  LORD, 

Accounts  have  lately  been  tranfmitted  to  me,  from 
feveral  ports  of  Spain,  in  relation  to  the  military  prepara- 
tions going  forward  in  this  kingdom  ;  and  the  whole  dif- 
courfe  runs  upon  an  approaching  rupture  between  the 
King  and  his  Catholic  Majefty. 

Two  Spanijb  £h\ps  of  war  are  immediately  to  fail  from 
Cadiz  ;  the  one  to  convoy  the  AfTogues,  and  the  other  to 
protect  feveral  Dutch  veiFels  freighted  with  ammunition 
ftores,  bound  to  Carthagena  in  America* 

Eleven  large  fhips  of  the  line,  now  lying  at  Ferrol, 
are  rigged,  manned,  and  ready  to  put  to  fea  at  a  fhort 
warning,  together  with  two  frigates  ;  one  of  which  is 
bound  to  the  South  Seas,  with  cannon  balls,  powder,  and 
many  other  implements  of  war. 

1  By  advices  from  Barcelona  I  hear,  that  two  of  the  Ca- 
tholic King's  fhips  of  war  failed  from  thence,  the  end  of 
lafl  month,  with  two  large  barks  under  their  convoy, 
loaded  with  3500  barrels  of  gunpowder,    1500   bomb- 

'fhells, 


1762. 


DEBATES.     1  103 

(bells,  500  cbefts  of  arms,  and  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  cannon  balls  of  different  dimenfions ;  which  cargo,  it 
is  imagined,  is  deftined  for  the  SpanijhWeJl  Indies:  many 
more  warlike  (lores  are  ready  to  be  (hipped  from  Cata- 
lonm;  and  it  was  reported  an  embargo  was  laid  on  large 
barks  at  Barcelona  for  that  purpofe. 

Five  battalions  of  different  regiments  of  infantry,  and 
two  fquadrons  of  dragoons  are  at  Cadiz,  waiting  their 
final  orders  to  embark  for  America  :  this  corps  makes  in 
all  about  3600  men. 

I  have  defired  his  Majefty's  confuls  would  be  very  at- 
tentive to  all  that  is  going  forward  in  the  feverai  places 
where  they  refide  ;  and  that  they  would  not  fail  fending 
me  conftant  accounts  of  what  they  obferved,  in  order 
for  my  being  more  particular  in  my  intelligence  to  your 
Lordfhip. 

I  never  fee  General  Wall,  to  talk  upon  bufinefs,  but 
that  he  expatiates  upon  the  haughtinefs,  with  which  Great- 
Britain  has  long  treated  the  crown  of  Spain :';  as  'if  we 
imagined,  by  that  means,  to  intimidate  this  country  from 
purfuing  its  claims;  or  that  we"  mould  thereby  avoid 
doing  Juftice  to  the  Catholic  King,  concerning  our  ill- 
grounded  fettlements  upon  the  logwood  coafts,  as  well  as 
with  regard  to  our  denying  the  Spanijh  fubjecls  the  liberty 
of  fifhing  upon  the  Newfoundland  coafts. 
1  am,  &c. 

BRISTOL. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Br  iftol  to  the  EarlofEgre- 
'  mont,  dated  'Madrid,  Nov.  16,  1761.  '  Received  Dec.  8. 

My  LORD, 

The  meiTeriger  Ardouin  delivered  to  me  on  the  10th 
jnftant,  at  the  Efcurial,  the  honour  of  your  Lordfhip's' 
difpatches  of  the  28th  paft,  with  the  feverai  enclofures 
therein  referred  to;  and,  by  the  lad  poll:,  I  received 
your  letter  of  the  20th  of  the  fame  month,  in  which  your 
Lordfhip  informed  me,  that  all  mine  to  the  21ft  of  Sept. 
had  been  regularly  laid  before  his  Majefty. 

On  Saturday  the  14th,  the  Catholic  King,  with  the 
reft  of  the  royal  family,  arrived  in  this  capital,  for  a  part 
of  the  winter  feafon. 

Immediately  after  the  receipt  of  your  Lordfhip's  dif- 
patch,  by  the  meflenger,  I  went  to  General  Wall,  with 
whom  I  had  a  long  conference  :  I  have  feen  his  Excel- 
lency  once  fince.     As  the  hurry  of  the  court's  departure 
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from  the  EfcuriaU  prevented  my  having  any  anfwer  at 
that  time  ;  and  the  prefent  buftle,  attending  the  arrival 
at  the  Buen  Reiiro,  will  not  allow  the  SpaniJJo  minifter 
leifure,  for  fome  days,  to  renew  our  difcourfes  on  the  in- 
terefting  fubjecT:  contained  in  his  Majefty's  commands  to 
me  ;  I  rauft  fufpend  fending  home  any  account  of  my 
negotiations,  till  I  can  give  a  particular  detail  of  the 
whole. 

The  military  preparations  in  this  kingdom,  are  very 
far  from  flackening.  Sixteen  hundred  men,  draughts 
from  different  corps  of  infantry,  with  feveral  officers, 
entered  the  town  of  Ferrol  the  beginning  of  this  month  ; 
they  were  expected  to  embark  fhortly  for  the  Weft  Indies^ 
and  are  to  be  efcorted  by  three  (hips  of  the  line. 

A  regiment  of  foot  is  lately  gone  to  Majorca,  and  an- 
.  other  has  orders  to  hold  itfelf  in  readinefs  to  be  fent  to 
the  fame  ifland. 

The  Spaniards  have,  at  prefent,  including  all  their 
naval  force  in  America,  nineteen  fhips  of  war  in  thofe 
feas  :  I  have  heard  various  accounts  of  the  number  of 
frigates  which  attend  that  Weft  India  fleet,  but  I  believe 
there  are  not  fewer  than  fixteen  of  different  fizes. 

What  may  be  the  ultimate  refolution  of  this  court,  no 
one  can,  as  yet,  pretend  entirely  to  determine  ;  but  it  is 
certain,  his  Catholic  Majefty  is  taking  every  meafure, 
which  can  put  him  in  a  condition  to  be  prepared  for  all 
events.  It  is  difficult  to  attain  at  the  real  truth  of  any 
of  the  Spanifh  projects  ;  for,  where  one  man  only  is  con- 
futed, fecrecy  and  expedition  muff  naturally  attend  the 
execution  of  their  defigns. 

I  am,  &c, 

BRISTOL. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Brlftol  to  the  Earl  of  Egre- 
mont,  dated  Madrid,  Nov.  23,  1761.  Received  Dec.  14. 
My  LORD, 

The  Comte  de  la  Tour,  ambaffador  from  the  court  of 
Turin,  prefented  his  re-credential  letters  yefterday  to  the 
Catholic  King,  in  a  private  audience;  the  bad  ftate  of 
this  minifter's  health,  for  feveral  months  pari,  had  obliged 
him  to  foiicit  his  Sardinian  Majefty's  leave  to  retire  from 
bufinefs. 

It  will   not  be  poflible  for  me  to  re-difpatch  a  mef- 

fenger  to  England  for  feveral  days,   notwithstanding  my 

having  had  another  long  conference  with  M.  IVall,  at 

,  which 
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which  I  entered  minutely  into  every  argument  fuggefled 
to  me  by  your  Lordfhip.  Although  I  dare  not  flatter 
myfelf  with  having  gained  any  ground  upon  the  Spanijb 
minifter,  yet  I  never  before  obferved  his  Excellency  liften 
with  greater  attention  to  my  difcourfe,  than  at  our  late 
meeting.  When  he  anfwered  me,  it  was  without  warmth  ; 
when  he  applied  to  me,  it  was  friendly  ;  and,  after  long 
reafonings  on  both  fides,  we  parted  with  reciprocal  pro- 
teftations  to  each  other,  of  our  earner!  defire  to  continue 
in  peace.  General  Wall  alfo  promifed  me,  to  acquaint 
his  Catholic  Majefty  circumftantially,  with  what  had 
parTed  between  us.  I  intreat  your  Lordfhip  not  to  think 
me  inconfequential  in  what  I  relate :  it  is  my  duty  to 
mention  the  refult  of  each  interview  with  the  Spanijh 
fecretary  of  ftate.  All  I  fent  an  account  of  in  my  letters 
of  the  2d  inftant,  was  literally  what  had  happened  at  that 
time  ;  and  the  charge  I  have  juft  hinted,  when  I  laft  faw 
M.  Wall,   is  equally  certain. 

Our  enemies  have  unjuftly  afferted,  that  the  Indians, 
who  are  befieging  the  Spanijh  fort  of  Penfacola9  were 
prompted  to  that  undertaking  by  the  King's  iubjecls,  and 
are  even  How  affifted  by  the  Georgians^  in  carrying  on 
their  attacks.  I  do  not  think  General  Wall  gives  credit 
to  fo  great  a  falfhood,  advanced  by  the  French  ;  but,  if 
the  Catholic  King  could  harbour  fo  ungenerous  a  fufpi- 
cion  of  our  conduct,  I  hope  I  have  faid  enough  to  his 
minifter,  to  prove,  how  very  far  we  mould  be  from  coun- 
tenancing fuch  a  proceeding,  much  lefs  promoting  fo 
hoftile  a  meafure,  againft  a  power,  whofe  friendfhip 
Great-Britain  was  feeking  to  cultivate. 

I  feized  on  that  favourable  opportunity  of  expatiating 
on  the  infeparable  connection  of  interefts,  that  could  not 
fail  (I  hoped  foon)  to  unite  us,  notwithftanding  the 
mean  artifices,  and  infidious  attempts,  which  France,  un- 
der the  fpecious  veil  of  friendfhip  towards  the  court  of 
Madrid,  had  employed  to  fow  diffenfion  between  us  ;  and 
that  merely  with  a  view  to  drain  thefe  royal  coffers  of  its 
treafure,  to  be  expended  for  the  fupport  of  their  declining 
colonies,  without  any  real  regard  to  the  Spanijh  preten- 
tions. 

I  am,  &V« 

BRISTOL. 


Tran- 
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Tranjlaiion  of  a  Paper  delivered  by  the  Count  de  Fuentes  to 
the  Earl  of  Egremont,  Dec.  21,  1761. 
My  Lord  Briflol  gave  me,   fome  days  fince,    the  in- 
»  clofed  memorial.     He  fets  forth,   in  the  firft  article,  the 

{atisfaclion  of  his  court,  in  the  King's  Juftice,  in  order- 
ing the  reftitution  of  the  {hip  Speedivelly  and  in  the  mode- 
ration with  which  the  privateer  the  King  George  has  been 
treated  :  there  is  nothing  to  aniwer  to  this.  His  Majefty 
is  very  glad  that  his  rectitude  and  moderation  are  ac- 
knowledged by  the  Britijh  miniftry. 

My  Lord  Brtfiol  fays,  in  the  fecond  article,  that  hav- 
ing communicated  to  his  court,  in  a  difpatch  in  the 
month  of  September  laft,  agreeably  to  the  arTurances  he 
had  received,  the  King's  intention  to  cultivate  a  good 
correfpondence  with  his  Britannick  Majefty  ;  he  had 
been  exprefsly  ordered  to  make  known  the  real  pleafure 
which  fuch  a  declaration  of  the  fentiments  of  our  court 
had  o'ccafioned,  I  do  not  remember  any  thing,  at  this 
time,  more  particular,  than  on  an  infinite  number  of 
other  occafions  ;  neither  do  I  myfelf  comprehend  the 
motive  for  heighteningthis.  It  is  very  true,  that,  at  all 
times,  either  in  the  reign  of  the  late  King  Don  Ferdi- 
tiand,  or  in  that  of  the  prefent  King,  the  Spanijh  mini- 
fters  have  always  repeated  the  defire  of  their  court,  to 
cultivate  the  moft  perfect  correfpondence  with  that  of 
London.  My  Lord  Briflol  adds  in  the  fame  article,  that 
he  mull  not  omit  to  allure,  that  no  order  has  been  fent 
for  augmenting  the  fortifications  of  Gibraltar :  this  does 
not  furprife  the  King,  as  he  has  not  given  caufe  for  the 
leaft  fufpicion  j  and  he  would  be  no  more  furprifed  at  the 
contrary,  the  Englijh  being  no  lefs  matters  to  augment 
them,  than  the  King  is  to  do  it  in  his  own  places.. 

There  follows  another  article,  wherein  my  Lord  Brtfiol 
exprefles,  that  the  King  his  matter  has  nothing  more  at 
heart,  than  to  ftrengthen  the  moft  cordial  and  the  moft 
fmcere  friendfnip  with  the  King,  and  that  he  does  not 
doubt  of  meeting  with  the  fame  difpofitions  on  the  part 
of  Spain  ;  for  there  is  nothing  more  evident  than  the 
mutual  advantage  which  muft,  at  all  times,  refult  to  the 
two  kingdoms  from  fuch  a  reciprocity.  All  this  difcourfe 
is  only  to  bring  in,  after  fuch  a  declaration,  that  it  ought 
-  not  to  be  furprifing,  that  his  court  willies,  and  requires, 
from  the  Spanijh  minifters,  a  communication  of  the 
treaty  lately  concluded  between  the  King  and  his  moft 
1  Chriftiari 
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Chriftian  Majefty,  or  the  articles  that  relate  to  her.  You 
know  how  eafy  it  would  be  for  the  King  to  give  a  pofi- 
tive  anfwer,  but  his  own  dignity  hinders  him  from  it  ; 
confidering  this  demand  as  a  neceffary  condition  for  en- 
tering upon  a  negotiation  with  Spain,  on  differences, 
which  they  own  have  fubfifted  a  long  time  ;  without 
which  (he  fays)  how  can  his  Majefty  perfuade  himfelf  to 
enter  upon  a  negotiation  with  Spain  f  Whoever  fhould 
hear  talk  of  entering  upon  a  negotiation,  would  believe, 
that  it  was  not  as  yet  begun,  and  that  our  differences 
had  never  been  fpoke  of.  It  would  alfo  be  thought,  that 
a  favour  was  done  us,  by  confidering  them  as  worthy  of 
a  negotiation.  It  is  a  very  lingular  method  of  that  mi- 
niflry,  not  to  mention  fo  many  offices,  memorials,  and 
conferences,  which  have  paffed  within  thefe  fix  years, 
and  particularly  after  the  King  fent  you  to  that  court,  by 
which  both  our  juft  pretenfions,  and  the  inconteftable 
right  of  our  complaints,  are  proved  ;  always  confirming, 
that  without  a  reparation,  it  is  impoffible  to  cement  the 
good  correfpondence  of  the  two  monarchies,  or  the 
friendfhip  of  the  two  Sovereigns,  fo  worthy  of  the  reci- 
procity of  their  efteem.  If  all  that  we  have  fet  forth, 
bofh  by  word  of  mouth,  and  in  writing  ;  if  all  the  an- 
fvvers  and  replies  on  each  fide ;  in  a  word,  if  {o  many 
proofs  with  which  we  have  concluded,  are  not  called  a 
negotiation,  I  don't  know  what  can  be  one. 

My  Lord  Brijiol  promifes,  that  if  the  King  makes 
known  the  exiftence,  or  non-exiftence  of  the  faid  treaty, 
or  his  engagements  relative  to  the  EngHJb,  the  King  his 
matter,  this  obftacle  once  removed,  is  determined,  with- 
out lofs  of  time,  to  enter  into  an  amicable  difcuffion  of 
the  matters,  which  make  the  fubjeft  of  the  difputes  of  the 
two  crowns  ;  not  at  all  doubting,  but  that  they  may  be 
eaiily  adjufted,  and  being  convinced,  that  a  reciprocal 
and  extenfive  confidence,  cannot  fail  to  fuggeft  expedi- 
ents to  fave  the  dignity  and  the  honour  of  the  two  Kings. 
Even  what  his  court  pretends  to,  ought  not  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  of  great  value  to  her,  fince  (he  only  offers  in 
return,  what  we  are  tired  of  doing.  What  other  difcuf- 
fion  of  the  matter  of  our  difputes,  than  what  has  been 
agitated,  during  fo  long  a  negotiation  ;  what  other  expe- 
dients can  be  found,  to  fave  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  two  Kings,  that  have  not  been  propofed,  and  ex- 
haufted,  in  a  conteff.  of  fix  years  ?  and  if  any  are  found 
at  London,  Spain   well  deferves,    by  the  patience   with 

which 
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which  fhe  has  purfued  her  inftances,  and  with  which  fhe 
has  feen  the  various  fucceffes  of  the  Englijh  in  this  war, 
the  correfpondence  of  declaring  them  to  her  without 
condition.  The  moft  noble  expedient,  and  which  does 
the  moft  honour  to  Sovereigns,  and  to  thofe  who  are  not 
fo,  is  not  to  poflefs,  without  right,  the  property  of  an- 
other perfon  ;  to  reftore  it,  and  even  to  chaftife  the 
ufurpers,  without  waiting,  if  it  can  be,  till  the  injured 
demands  it. 

My  Lord  Brijlol  ends,  with  an  article  abfolutely  fo- 
reign to  our  affairs,  by  declaring,  that  the  moft  perfect 
unanimity  reigns  in  the  councils  of  Great-Britain ;  and 
that  the  King  is  refolved  to  pufh  the  war  with  all  pofliblc 
Vigour,  till  his  enemies  will  fubmit  to  a  peace,  fuitable 
to  the  fucceffes  of  the  Englijh  arms,  and  which  may  have 
a  foiid  and  durable  appearance.  We  have  no  idea  o£ 
anfwering  directly  to  this  article  :  but  the  two  conditions, 
which  the  Englijh  defire  in  the  peace,  clearly  contradict 
themfelve?,  as  all  the  world  have  juft  feen.  Every  im- 
partial perfon  will  decide,  that  the  conditions  which 
liave  been  offered  by  France,  and  rejected  by  England, 
■were  not  difproportioned  to  the  advantages  of  the  Englijh 
arms  ;  and  will  attribute  their  inadmiilion  to  other  views, 
which  ought  not  to  be  indifferent  to  the  other  maritime 
powers,  and  who  poflefs  dominions  beyond  fea  ;  and  will 
be  ailonifhed  to  fee,  that  England,  who  wifhes  for  a 
peace  that  appears  folid  and  durable,  is  angry,  however, 
at  the  infinuation  made  to  her  by  France,  reprefenting  to 
Iier,  how  beneficial  it  would  be,  to  reconcile,  at  the 
fame  time,  our  differences,  in  order  to  avoid  the  danger 
of  recommencing  a  new  war,  for  our  affiftance. 

My  Lord  Brijlol  demanded  of  us  then,  by  another 
memorial,  if  France  had  taken  that  ftep  with  the  King's 
confent  j  as  he  now  demands  of  us,  if  the  treaty  with 
Fratice,  exifts  or  not.  We  anfwered  him  fincerely,  yes  ; 
proving  to  him  the  regularity  of  it :  and  we  added,  on 
that  occafion-,  to  the  expreffions  of  that  court,  on  the 
good  correfpondence  which  they  wiftied  for,  how  much 
they  were  efieemed  ;  but  that  it  was  neceffary,  that  the 
proofs  of  the  fact  fhould  accompany  them  ;  and,  if  fuch 
a  memorial  had  never  heen  given  on  pur  fide,  and  entirely 
forgetting  it,  another  is  prefe.nted  to  us,  with  a  new  de- 
mand, with  the  former  general  expreffions,  and  with  fo 
unexpected  a  novelty,  as  th<?  offer  to  enter  into  a  nego- 
tiation! 


A.  1762.         DEBATES.  109 

tiation,  fo  ftrongly  difcufTed,  that  it  has  been  reduced, 
during  your  embaffy,  to  the  laft  Yes,  or  to  the  laft  No. 

When  once  you  {hall  be  informed  of  all  that  I  have 
juft  fet  forth,  you  may  acquaint  that  miniftry  of  it, 
either  by  word  of  mouth,  or  in  writing  ;  in  order  that 
we  may  never  be  reproached,  for  not  having  anfwered 
my  Lord  Briftol's  memorial  ;  and  in  order  that  they  may 
perceive  the  irregularity  there  Is,  that  the  King  fhould 
always  fatisfy  their  curiofity,  and  that  his  juft  demands 
fhould  never  be  fatislied. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Egremont  to  the  Earl  of 
Briftol,   dated  December  22,  1761. 

My  LORD, 

I  am  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  it  is  reported 
in  the  city,  that  part  of  Admiral  Holmes's  fquadron  has 
lately  feized  fome  Spanijh  barks  at  Monte  Chrifti,  laden 
with  fugar,  &c.  and  has  treated  them  as  if  they  were 
legal  prize. 

Though  this  intelligence  is  hitherto  unfupported  by 
any  information  which  our  moft  diligent  enquiries  can 
collecT:  at  the  admiralty,  or  elfewhere,  yet  I  had  the 
King's  permiftion  to  fpeak  of  it  to  the  Conde  de  Fuentes^ 
and  to  exprefs  his  Majefty's  concern  upon  hearing  it;  to 
which  I  added  his  Majefty's  amirances,  that  this  matter 
fhall  be  moft  ftriclly  enquired  into  ;  and,  fhould  thefacls 
alledged  prove  true,  not  a  moment  {hall  be  loft  in  taking 
fuch  fteps,  as,  it  is  not  doubted,  will  thoroughly  fatisfy 
his  Catholic  Majefty  with  regard  to  the  unjuftifiable 
and  unauthorifed  conduct  of  any  of  his  fervants  upon 
this  occallon  :  and  that  nothing  might  be  omitted 
which  could  lead  to  a  fpeedy  and  thorough  knowledge  of 
this  matter,  the  King  has  ordered  a  fnip  of  war  to  be  im- 
mediately difpatched  to  the  Weft  Indies.,  with  dire&ions9 
to  make  the  ftricleft  examination  into  the  foundation  for 
this  report,  that  fuch  farther  fteps  may  be  taken  as  the 
cafe  {hall  appear  to  require. 

It  is  in  order  to  prevent  the  malicious  ufe  which  might 
be  made  of  this  unlucky  accident,  and  to  {hew  his  Ma- 
jefty's readinefs  to  do  the  ftricleft  juftice  to  the  Catholic 
King,  that  I  am  direcl'ed  to  tranfmit  to  your  Excellency, 
without  lofs  of  time,  the  real  ftate  of  this  affair ;  not 
doubting  but  your  Excellency,  without  any  particular 
directions  on  this  head,  will,  at  this  critical  conjuncture, 
let  M.  Wall  fee,  in  a  true  light,  and  in  its  full  extent, 

that 
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that  it  is  not  more  the  invariable  and  fteady  principle  of 
his  Majefty's  conduct  towards  the  crown  of  Spain,  to 
fupport  his  own  dignity  and. the  jure,  rights  of  his  fub- 
je&s,  than  it  is,  not  only  to  redrefs  a  real  injury  done  to 
his  Catholic  Majefty's  fubjecls,  but  even  to  prevent  a 
complaint. 

lam,  &V. 

EGREMONT. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  the  Earl  of  Egre- 
mont,  dated  Madrid,  Dec.  II,  1761.  Received  Dec.  24. 
My  LORD, 

This  is  the  only  method  I  am  allowed  to  take,  to 
communicate  to  your  Lordfhip  -my  intention  of  fetting 
out  as  foon  as  poiiible  for  Lifbon.  I  have  obeyed  the 
King's  commands.  By  the  paper  marked  (A),  youi> 
Lordfhip  fees  the  fubftance  of  what  was  mentioned  at 
my  firft  conference  with  General  Wall;  by  that  with  the 
letter  (B),  what  palTed  at  our  fecond  interview  :  copies 
of  both  which  papers  the  Spani/h  minifter  defired  he  might 
have.  Thefe  conferences  were  the  6th  and  8th  inftant. 
General  Wall,  on  the  10th  at  night,  fent  me  two  letters, 
one  an  office,  copy  and  tranflation  of  which  are  diftin- 
guifhed  C  and  D  ;  the  other  by  a  private  letter  in  his  own 
hand.  I  had  prepared  fome  very  long  difpatches  for  your 
Lordfhip,  relating  all  particulars,  but  I  was  denied  poft- 
horfes  to  fend  a  mefTenger,  even  to  afk  for  paflports  from 
the  court  of  Portugal;  and  M.  de  Llanos,  who  is  juft 
gone  from  me,  has  owned,  in  the  moft  polite  terms,  that 
I  could  not,  by  any  method,  fend  any  perfon  whatever  to 
any  part  ofSpain,  for  I  know  lam  furrounded  with  their 
fpies.  I  would,  if  it  were  poffible  for  me,  fet  out  imme- 
diately for  the  frontiers  of  Portugal^  the  neareft.  town  of 
which  kingdom  is  240  miles  from  hence ;  and  fuch  are 
the  roads,  that  no  carriage  can  go  it  under  nine  days  ;  but 
lam,  at  this  moment,  and  have  been  for  fo  long,  fo  ex- 
ceffively  out  of  order,  that,  were  I  to  attempt  going  from 
hence  even  fo  foon  as  I  could  get  mules,  which  all  thofe 
who  furniih  them  feem  to  try  to  delay  my  doing,  my  de- 
plorable fituation  is  fuch,  that  I  fhould  be  forced  to  flop 
at  fome  village  near  Madrid,  without  being  able  to  get 
forward  :  however,  I  have  tried  at  a  method  I  do  not 
mention,  for  fear  of  this  letter  being  decyphered,  to  con- 
vey the  whole  intelligence  to  Admiral  Saunders,  General 
Par/low,  and  the  Confuls.     Mr,  Porten,  feeing  how  ill  I 

am, 
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am,  has  promifed  to  fet  out  forthwith  for  Lifbon ;  and  by 
him  I  fhall  be  able  to  have  the  letters  forwarded  which 
I  have  now  ready.  I  propofe  difpatching  a  mefTenger 
when  I  do  get  into  Portugal,  with  a  great  number  of  letters 
for  your  Lordmip.  The  mefTenger  being  to  fet  out  fo 
foon,  I  have  not  time  to  add  more. 
I  am,  &c. 

BRISTOL. 

Copy  of  Notes  given  to  General  Wall,  at  our  fi?jf  Confe* 
rence,  the  6th  of  December,   1761.     (A.) 

Count  of  Fuentes  accompanied  the  Catholic  King's  let- 
ter to  his  Majefty,  with  the  ftrongeft  profeilions  of  friend- 
ihip  from  Spain. 

.  The  King's  particular  delicacy,  in  concerting  military 
plans,  to  avoid  any  hoftilities  towards  objects  that  could 
give  umbrage  to  his  Catholic  Majefty. 

An  anfwer  concerning  the  treaty  ;  as  well  as  to  know 
the  intention  of  Spain  v/ith  regard  to  Great-Britain. 

Nothing  could  more  eftentiaily  give  real  fatisfac"tion  to 
his  Majefty,  than  my  procuring  fuch  an  anfwer,  as  might 
contribute  to  the  continuation  of  that  friendly  inter- 
courfe,  which  it  is  not  more  the  mterei!  of  both  crowns 
to  maintain,  than  it  is  the  King's  iincere  defire  to  cul- 
tivate. 

Copy  of  Notes  wrote  down  in  the  Clofet  of  General  Wall, 
and  given  by  me  to  bis  Excellency,  Tuefday  the  Sth  of 
December,  the  Day  of  our  fecond  Conference.     (B.) 

Whether  the  court  of  Madrid  intends  to  join  the 
French  our  enemies,  to  act  hoftilely  againft  Great- Bri- 
tain ?  or  to  depart,  in  any  manner,  from  its. neutrality  r* 

A  categorical  anfwer  is  expected  to  thofe  queftions  5 
otherwife,  a  refufal  to  comply  will  be  looked  upon  as  an 
aggreffion,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  and  a  declaration  of 
war. 

GeneralWzM,  B.  Retiro,  10  Dec.  1761.  Tranflation.  (D.) 
Moft  Excellent  Lord  -% 
My  LORD, 

Your  Excellency  having  exprefTed  to  me,  the  day 
before  yeflerday,  and  being  even  pleafed  to  put  in  writing, 
That  you  had  orders  to  afk  a  pofttive  and  categorical  an- 
fwer to  the  queftion,  If  Spain  thought  of  joining  herfelf 

with 
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with  France  againft  England?  Declaring,  at  the  fame 
-  time,  that  you  fhould  look  upon  the  refufal  as  a  declara- 
tion of  war  ;  and  that  you  would,  in  confequence,  leave 
this  court.  The  fpirit  of  haughtinefs  and  of  difcord, 
which  dictated  this  inconfiderate  ftep,  and  which,  for  the 
misfortune  of  mankind,  ftill  reigns  fo  much  in  the  Britijt* 
government,  is  what  made,  in  the  fame  inftant,  the  de- 
claration of  war,  and  attacked  the  King's  dignity.  Your 
Excellency  may  think  of  retiring  when,  and  in  the  man- 
ner, is  convenient  to  you  ;  which  is  the  only  anfwer  that, 
without  detaining  you,  his  Majefty  has  ordered  me  to 
give  you.  The  indifpofition  your  Excellency  faw  me  in, 
icarce  permitted  me  to  go  to  receive  the  King's  com- 
mands. 

May  your  Excellency  carry  away  with  you  all  the  hap- 
pinefs  which  correfponds  to  your  perfonal  qualities,  and 
the  conftant  remembrance  of  the  fincere  affection  with 
which  I  am,  praying  God  for  the  long  prefervation  of 
your  life, 
Buen  Retiroy  10  Dec.  1761. 

Moft  excellent  Lord,  Ikifs  your  Excellency's  hands, 
Your  obedient  fervant, 

Don  RICARDO  WALL. 

Private,   Genera!  Wa\\,  Madrid,  10  Dec.  1761. 
Tranjlation. 
My  LORD, 

My  uneafinefs,  ever  fince  the  moment  that  your 
Excellency  communicated  to  me  the  orders  which  you 
have  received  from  your  court,  has  not  permitted  me  to 
delay,  any  longer,  your  Excellency's  inftances,  full  of 
attention;  and  ,  I  have  been  (notwithstanding  my  indif- 
pofition) to  give  an  account  to  the  King,  my  mafter,  of 
the  laft  queftions  which  you  have  been  ordered  to  put  to 
my  court. 

Your  Excellency  will  fee,  by  the  inclofed  letter,  what 
are  his  Majefty's  fentiments  ;  you  know  mine  for  your 
perfon.  I  hope  to  have  the  honour  of  feeing  you,  and 
confirming  to  you  again,  by  word  of  mouth,  the  efteem 
and  the  refpect  with  which  I  am  perfectly, 
My  LORD, 

Your  Excellency's  moft  obedient, 

And  moft  humble  fervant, 
WALL. 

fi° Pi 


A.  1762.         DEBATES.  nj 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Br  idol  to  the  Earl  0/Egre- 
mont,  dated  Nov*  30,  1761.     Received  Dec.  25. 

My  LORD, 

I  was  honoured  with  your  Lordftiip's  letter  of  the 
6th  inftant,  by  the  laft  poft  j  and  I  received,  inclofed 
therein,  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious  fpeech  to  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  motion  made 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  to  addrefs  the  King  on  that  occa- 
fion ;  in  which  I  had  the  fmcere  pleafure  of  obferving 
the  warmed  returns  of  duty  and  gratitude  expreffed  to- 
wards our  Sovereign,  for  the  repeated  marks  of  royai 
care  and  affection,  which  we  have  all  experienced  fince 
his  Majefty's  happy  acceffion  to  the  throne. 

Although  M.  Wall  had  received  the  King's  fpeech  from 
the  Count  of  Fuentes,  yet  I  read  it  over  with  his  Excel- 
lency ;  who  told  me,  he  did  not  doubt  of  its  giving  as 
much  fatisfacSHon  in  England,  as  it  had  met  with  appro- 
bation abroad,  from  the  great  candour  and  moderation 
which  was  difplayed  throughout  the  whole. 

Your  Lordfhip  will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  do  me  the  juftice 
to  believe,  that  my  not  difpatching  an  anfwer  to  your  im- 
portant difpatch  of  the  28th  paft,  does  not  proceed  from 
any  dilatorinefs  in  me.  I  have  frequently  feen  M.  Wall, 
and  have  as  often  entered  into  difcourfe  concerning  what 
was  fo  particularly  recommended  by  your  Lordfhip  ;  yet 
the  Spani/h  minifter  has,  hitherto,  cautioufly  avoided  dif- 
clofing  the  fentiments  of  this  court  ;  alledging,  that  he 
expected  fhortly  to  receive  the  Catholic  King's  commands 
to  acquaint  me  with  the  refolutions  of  Spain,  relative  to 
my  applications  :  and  his  Excellency  allured  me,  at  our 
laft  meeting,  it  would  not  be  long  before  he  fhould  en- 
able me  to  fend  home  a  mefienger. 

Orders  have  been  tranfmitted  to  Cadiz,  for  the  fortify- 
ing of  the  Caracca  in  that  neighbourhood.  Two  large. 
Spanijh  fhips  of  the  line  arrived  lately  there,  with  naval 
ftores,  from  the  Corunna, 

I  am,  &c. 

BRISTOL. 

Tranjlation  of  a  Note  delivered  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont,  by 

the  Count  de  Fuentes.     December  25,  1761. 

The  Count  de  Fuentes,  the  Catholic  King's  ambaffador 

to   his   Britanniclc   Majefty,  has  juft  received   a  courier 

from  his  court,  by  whom  he  is  informed,  that  my  Lord 

'   Vol.  VI.  I  Bri/iol, 
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Brlftol,  his  Britannick  Majefty's  ambafTador  at  the  court 
of  Madrid,  has  faid  to  his  Kxcellency  M.  IVall,  minifter 
of  ftate,  That  he  had  orders  to  demand  a  poiitive  and 
categorical  anfwer  to  this  queftion,  viz.  If  S*ain  thinks 
of  allying  herfelf  with  France  againft  England  ?  and  to 
declare,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  fhould  take  a  refufal 
to  his  demand  for  an  aggreflion  and  declaration  of  war; 
and  that  he  fhould,  in  confequence,  be  obliged  to  retire^ 
from  the  court  of  Spain.  The  above  minifter  of  ftate 
anfwered  him,  That  fuch  a  ftep  could  only  be  fuggefted 
by  the  fpirit  of  haughtinefs  and  of  difcord,  which,  for 
the  misfortune  of  mankind,  flill  reigns  but  too  much  in 
the  Britifo  government;  That  it  was  in  that  very  mo- 
ment that  the  war  was  declared,  and  the  King's  dignity 
violently  attacked  :  That  he  might  retire  how  and  when 
he  fhould  think  proper. 

The  Count  de  Fuentes  is,  in  confequence,  ordered  to 
leave  the  court  and  the  dominions  of  England  \  and  to 
declare  to  the  Britijh  King,  to  the  Englijh  nation,  and  to 
the  whole  univerfe,  Trlat  the  horrors  into  which  the 
Spanijh  and  Englifi  nations  are  going  to  plunge  them- 
selves, muft  be  attributed  only  to  the  pride,  and  to  the 
unmeafurable  ambition,  of  him  who  has  held  the  reins 
of  the  government,- and  who  appears  ftill  to  hold  them, 
although  by  another  hand  :  That  if  his  Catholic  Majefty 
excufed  himfelf  from  anfwering  on  the  treaty  in  queftion, 
between  his  Catholic  Majefty,  and  his  moft  Chriftian 
Majefty,  which  is  believed  to  have  been  figned  the  15th 
of  Auguft,  and  wherein  it  is  pretended  there  are  condi- 
tions relative  to  England,  he  had  very  good  reafons  ; 
-  Firft,  The  King's  dignity  required  him  to  manifeft  his 
juil  refentment  of  the  little  management,  or,  to  fpeak 
more  properly,  of  the  infulting  manner,  with  which  all 
the  affairs  of  Spain  have  been  treated  during  Mr.  Pitt's 
adminiftration  ;  who,  finding  himfelf  convinced  of  the 
juftice  which  fupported  the  King  in  his  pretenfions,  his 
ordinary  and  laft  anfwer  was,  That  he  would  not  relax 
in  any  thing,  till  the  Tower  of  London  was  taken  fword 
in  hand. 

Befides,  his  Majefty  was  much  fhocked  to  hear  the 
haughty  and  imperious  tone,  with  which  the  contents  of 
the  treaty  were  demanded  of  him.  If  the  refpect  due  to 
his  royal  Majefty,  had  been  regarded,  explanations  might 
have  been  had  Without  any  difficulty  :  the  minifters  of 
Spain  might  have  faid  frankly  to  thofe  of  England y  what 

the 
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the  Count  de  Fuentes9  by  the  King's  exprefs  order,  de- 
clares publickly,  viz.  That  the  faid  treaty  is  only  a  con- 
vention between  the  family  of  Bourbon,  wherein  there  is 
nothing  which  has  the  leaft  relation  to  the  prefent  war: 
That  there  is  in  it  an  article  for  the  mutual  guaranty  of 
the  dominions  of  the  two  Sovereigns  ;  but  it  is  fpecified 
therein,  that  that  guaranty  is  not  to  be  underftood  but  of 
the  dominions  which  fhall  remain  to  France,  after  the 
prefent  war  fhall  be  ended  :  That  although  his  Catholic 
Majefty  might  have  had  reafon  to  think  himfelf  offended, 
by  the  irregular  manner  in  which  the  memorial  was  re- 
turned to  M.  de  Bujfy,  minifter  of  France,  which  he  had 
prefented,  for  terminating  the  differences  of  Spain  and 
England,  at  the  fame  time  with  the  war  between  this  laft 
and  France,  he  has  however  diffembled  ;  and  from  an 
effect  of  his  love  of  peace,  caufed  a  memorial  to  be  deli- 
vered to  my  Lord  Briftol,  wherein  it  is  evidently  demon- 
{bated,  that  the  ftep  of  France,  which  put  the  minifter 
Pitt  into  fo  bad  humour,  did  not  at  all  offend  either  the 
laws  of  neutrality,  or  the  fincerity  of  the  two  Sovereigns : 
That  further,  from  a  frefh  proof  of  his  pacific  fpirit,  the 
King  of  Spain  wrote  to  the  King  of  France,  his  coufin, 
That  if  the  union  of  intereft,  in  any  manner  retarded 
the  peace  with  England,  he  confented  to  feparate  himfelf 
from  it,  not  to  put  any  obftacle  to  (o  great  a  happinefs. 
But  it  was  foon  feen  that  this  was  only  a  pretence,  on  the 
part  of  the  EngUJh  minifter  :  For,  That  of  France,  con- 
tinuing his  negotiation,  without  making  any  mention  of 
Spain,  and  propofing  conditions  very  advantageous  and 
honourable  for  England,  the  minifter  Pitt,  to  the  great 
aftoniftiment  of  the  univerfe,  rejected  them  with  difdain ; 
and  fhewed,  at  the  fame  time,  his  ill-will  againft  Spaint 
to  the  fcandal  of  the  fame  Britijh  council  ;  and  unfor- 
tunately he  has  fucceeded  but  too  far  in  his  pernicious 
defign. 

This  declaration  made,  the  Count  de  Fuentes  defires 
his  Excellency,  my  Lord  Egremont,  to  prefent  his  moft 
humble  refpedts  to  his  Britannick  Majefty ;  and  to  ob- 
tain for  him  paffports,  and  all  other  facilities,  for  him, 
his  family,  and  all  his  retinue,  to  go  out  of  the  domini- 
ons of  Great- Britain,  without  any  trouble,  and  to  go  by 
the  fhort  paffage  of  the  fea,  which  feparates  them  from 
the  continent. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of Briftol  to  the  Earl  of  Egre- 
mont,  dated  Madrid^  Dec.  7,  17  61.  Received  Dec.  29. 

My  LORD, 

I  received  laft  poft  the  honour  of  your  Lordfhip's 
letter  of  the  17th  of  November,  inclofing  the  addrefs, 
prefented  the  preceding  day  to  his  Majefty,  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  wherein  the  very  warm  and  affectionate 
affurances  of  their  zeal  for  the  King's  fervice,  and  reso- 
lutions to  fupport  his  Majefty  with  the  utmoft  vigour,  in 
the  profecution  of  the  war,  were  fo  Satisfactorily  evident 
to  all  his  Majefty's  dutiful  fervants,  and  fubjects.  You 
cannot  doubt,  my  Lord,  of  my  having  carried  the  ad- 
drefs  to  General  Wall-,  his  Excellency  read  it  over  before 
me  with  attention,  and  afterwards  faid,  That  it  was  full 
of  a  right  and  proper  zeal  ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  was 
truly  dutiful  and  affectionate;  adding,  that  he  was  per- 
suaded, the  King  would  always  experience  from  his  moft 
faithful  Commons,  the  likefentiments,  at  which  he  fhould 
ever  truly  rejoice. 

The  Patriarch  of  the  Indies  received  laft  Saturday  the 
Ordinal's  cap  from  Rome,  being  named  to  that  dignity 
by  his  Catholic  Majefty  :  His  Eminence  is  brother  to  the 
Duke  of  Medina  Cell,  and  now  is  filled  Cardinal  de  la 
Cerda. 

The  melfenger  Potter  arrived  here  the  5th  inftant  at 
night,  and  brought  me  the  honour  of  your  Lordfhip's 
tlifpatches  of  the  19th  paft.  I  faw  M.  Wall  the  6th  in 
the  morning,  who  was  confined  to  his  room,  by  an  ac- 
cident that  had  happened  to  one  of  his  feet.  We  had  a 
very  long  conference  upon  the  fubject  of  your  Lordfhip's 
letters  ;  and  his  Excellency  has  this  day  wrote  to  acquaint 
me,  with  his  defire  of  my  returning  to  him  to  morrow 
morning  ;  fo  that  I  expect  to  be  able  to  difpatch  thus 
mefTenger  to  England  inxa  few  days. 
I  am,  &c. 

BRISTOL. 

Tranjlation  of  the  Anfwer  delivered  to  the  Count  de  Fuentes, 
by  the  Earl  of  Egremont,  Dec.  31,  1761. 

The  Earl  of  Egremont,  his  Britannick  Majefty  *s 
Secretary  of  ftate,  having  received  from  his  Excellency 
the  Count  de  Fuentes,  ambaflador  of  the  Catholic  King 
at  the  court  of  London,  a  paper,  in  which,  befides  the 
notification  of  his  recall,  and  the  demand  of  the  necef- 

fary 
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fary  paflports  to  go  out  of  the  King's  dominions,  he  has 
thought  prop.rto  enter  into  what  has  juft  patted  between 
the  two  courts,   with  a  view  to  make  that  of  London  ap- 
pear as  the  fource  of  all  the  misfortunes  which  may  enfue 
from  the  rupture  which  has  happened.     In  order  that  no 
body  may  be  mifled,  by  the  declaration  which  his  Excel- 
lency has  been  pleafed  to  make  to  the  King,  to  the  Englijh 
nation,  and  to  the  whole  univerfe ;   notwithstanding  the 
infinuation,  as  void  of  foundation  as  of  decencv,  of  the 
fpirit  of  haughtinefs  and  of  difcord,  which  his  Excellency 
pretends  reigns  in  the  Britijh  government,  to  the  misfor- 
tune of  mankind  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  irregularity 
and  indecency  of  appealing  to  the Englijh  nation,  as  if  it 
could  be  feparated  from   its   King,  for  whom   the  moft 
determined  fentiments  of  love,  of  duty,    and   of  confi- 
dence, are  engraved  in  the  hearts  of  ail  his  fubjects  ;   the 
faid  Earl  of  Egremont,    by   his   Majefty's  order,    laying 
aiide,  in  this  anfwer,  all   fpirit  of  declamation,  and   of 
harfbnefs,  avoiding  every   oiTenfive  word,  which  might 
hurt  the  dignity  of  Sovereigns,  without  ftooping  to  in- 
vectives againft  private   perfons,  will  confine  himfelf  to 
facts  with  the  moft  fcrupulous  exactnefs  :  And  it  is  from 
this  reprefentation  of  facts,  that  he  appeals  to  all  Europe, 
and  to  the  whole  univerfe,  for  the  purity  of  the  King's 
intentions,  and  for  the  fincerity  of  the  wifhes  his  Majefty 
has  not  ceafed  to  make,  as  well  as  for  the  moderation  he 
has  always  fhewed,  though  m  vain,  for  the  maintenance 
of  friendftiip  and  good  understanding,  between  the  Britijh 
and  Spanijh,  nations. 

The  King  having  received  undoubted  informations, 
That  the  court  of  Madrid  had  fecretly  contracted  engage- 
ments with  that  of  Verfailles,  which  the  ministers  of 
France  laboured  to  reprefent,  in  all  the  courts,  of  Europe, 
as  offenfive  to  Great-Britain  ;  and  combining  thefe  ap- 
pearances with  trie  ftep  which  the  court  of  Spain  had,  a 
little  time  before,  taken,  towards  his  Majefty,  in  avow- 
ing its  confent,  (though  that  avowal  had  been  followed 
by  apologies)  to  the  memorial  prefented  the  23d  of  July, 
ky  the  Sieur  de  BuJJy,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the 
moft  Christian  King,  to  the  King's  Secretary  of  State; 
and  his  IVJajefty  having  afterwards  received  intelligence, 
fcarce  admitting  a  doubt,  of  troops  marching,  and  of 
military  preparations  making  in  all  the  ports  of  Spain, 
judged  that  his  dignity,  as  well  as  his  prudence,  required 
him  to  order  his  ambailador  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  by  a 
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difpatch  dated  the  28th  of  Oflober,  to  demand,  in  terms, 
the  moll  meafured,  however,  the  moft  amicable,  a  com- 
munication of  the  treaty  recently  concluded  between  the 
courts  of  Madrid  and  Verfailles,  or,  at  leaft,  of  the  arti- 
cles which  might  relate  to  the  intereft  of  Great-Britain  ; 
And,  in  order  to  avoid  every  thing  which  could  be 
thought  to  imply  the  leaft  flight  of  the  dignity,  or  even 
the  delicacy,  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  the  Earl  of  Br'iftol 
was  authorifed  to  content  himfelf  with  affurances,  in  cafe 
the  Catholic  King  offered  to  give  any,  that  the  faid  en- 
gagements did  not  contain  any  thing  that  was  contrary 
to  the  friendfhip  which  fubfifted  between  the  two  crowns, 
or  that  was  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  Great-Britain^ 
fuppofmg  that  any  difficulty  was  made,  of  fhewing  the 
treaty.  The  King  could  not  give  a  lefs  equivocal  proof  of 
his  dependance  on  the  good  faith  of  the  Catholic  King, 
than  in  fhewing  him  an  unbounded  confidence  in  fo  im- 
portant an  affair,  and  which  fo  effentially  interefted  his 
own  dignity,  the  good  of  his  kingdoms,  and  the  happt- 
nefs  of  his  people. 

How  great  then  was  the  King's  furprife,  when,  in- 
ftead  of  receiving  the  juft  fatisfaciion  which  he  had  a 
right  to  expect,  he  learnt  from  his  ambafTador,  that, 
having  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  minifter  of  Spain  for  that 
purpofe,  he  could  only  draw  from  him  a  refufal,  to  give 
a  fatisfactory  anfwer  to  his  .Majefty's  juft  requifitions, 
which  he  had  accompanied  with  terms  that  breathed 
nothing  but  haughtinefs,  animofity,  and  menace,  and 
which  feemed  fo  ftrongly  to  verify  the  fufpicions  of  the 
unamicabledifpofition  of ~the  court  of  Spain,  that  nothing 
lefs  than  his  Majefty's  moderation,  and  his  refolution 
taken  to  make  all  the  efforts  poflible,  to  avoid  the  mif- 
fortunes  infeparable  from  a  rupture,  could  determine  him 
to  make  a  laft  trial,  by  giving  orders  to  his  ambaffador, 
to  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  minifter  of  Spain,  to  delire  him 
to  inform  him  of  the  intentions  of  the  court  of  Madrid, 
towards  that  of  Great-Britain,  in  this  conjuncture,  if 
they  had  taken  engagements,  or  formed  the  defign  to  join 
the  King's  enemies  in  the  prefent  war,  or  to  depart  in 
any  manner  from  the  neutrality  they  had  hitherto  ob- 
served ;  and  to  make  that  minifter  fenfible,  that,  if  they 
perfifted  in  refuling  all  Satisfaction,  on  demands  fo  juft, 
fo  neceffary,  and  fo  interefting,  the  King  could  not  but 
confider  fuch  a  refufal  as  the  moft  authentic  avowal,  that 
Spain  had  taken  her  part,   and  that  there  only  remained 

for 
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For  his  Majefty  to  take  the  meafures,  which  his  royal 
prudence  fhould  dictate,  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
his  crown,  and  for  the  profperity  and  protection  of  his 
people  :    and  to  recall  his  ambaffador. 

Unhappily  for  the  pub'ic  tranquillity,  for  the  intereft 
of  the  two  nations,  and  for  the  good  of  mankind,  jthis 
Jaft  ftep  was  as  fruitlefs  as  the  preceding  ones  j  the  Spamfo 
minifter,   keeping   no  further  meafures,   anfvvered  drily 3 

*  That  it  was  in  That  very  moment,  that  the  war  was 
€  declared,   and  the  King's  dignity  attacked,  and  that  the 

*  Earl  of  Briflol  might  retire,  how,  and  when,  he  fhould 

*  think  proper.' 

And  in  order  to  fet  in  its  true  light,  the  declaration, 

*  That,   if  the  refpect  due  to  his  Catholic  Majefty  had 

*  been  regarded,  explanations  might  have  been  had  withr 
"  Out  any  difficulty  j  and  that  the  minifters  of  Spain  might 

*  have  faid  frankly,   as  M.  de  Fuentes,  by  the  King's  ex- 

*  prefs  order,  declares  publickly,  That  the  faid  treaty  is 

*  only    a   convention    between    the    family   of  Bourbon  ; 

*  wherein  there  is  nothing  which,  has  the  leaft  relatiomto 

*  the  prefent  war  ;  and  that  the  guaranty,  which  is  therein 

*  fpecifled,  is  not  to  be  underftood  but  of  the  dominions 

*  which  fhall  remain  to  France  after  the  *^ar.'  It  is  de- 
clared, that,  very  far  from  thinking  of  being  wanting  to 
the  refpecl:  acknowledged  to  be  due  to  crowned  heads,  the 
inftru&ions  given  to  the  Earl  of  Briftol  have  always  feeen, 
to  make  the  requifitions  on  the  fubjecT:  of  the  engage- 
ments between  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Verfaiiies^  with 
all  the  decency,  and  all  the  attention  poffible  :  And  the 
demand  of  a  categorical  anfwer  v/as  not  made,  till  after 
repeated  and  the  moil  flinging  refufals  to  give  the  leaft 
fatisfaclion,  and  at  the  laft  extremity.  Therefore,  if 
the  court  of  Spain  ever  had  the  defign  to  give  this  fo 
neceffary  fatisfacfion,  they  had  not  the  leaft  reafon  that 
ought  to  have  engaged  them  to  defer  it  to  the  moment 
when  it  could  no  longer  be  of  ufe.  But,  fortunately, 
the  terms  in  which  the  declaration  is  conceived,  fpare  us 
the  regret  of  not  having  received  it  fooner ;  for  it  ap- 
pears, at  firft  fight,  that  the  anfwer  is  not  at  all  conform- 
able to  the  demand.  We  wanted  to  be  informed,  If  the 
court  of  Spain  intended  to  join  the  French,  our  enemies, 
to  make  war  on  Great-Britain  ;  or  to  depart  from  their 
neutrality  ?  V/hereas  the  anfwer  concerns  one  treaty 
only,  which  is  faid  to  be  of  the  15th  of  Auguft  \  carefully 
avoiding  to  fay  the  leaft  word  that  could  explain,  in  any 

I  a  manner5 
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manner,  the  intentions  of  Spain  towards  Great-Britain* 
or  the  further  engagements  they  may  have  contracted  in 
the  prefent  crifis. 

After  a  deduction  as  exact  as  faithful  of  what  has  paflfed 
between  the  two  courts,  it  is  left  to  the  impartial  public 
to  decide,  which  of  the  two  has  always  been  inclined  to 
peace,  and  which  was  determined  on  war. 

As  to  the  reft,  the  Earl  of  Egremont  has  the  honour  to 
acquaint  his  Excellency  the  Count  de  Fuentes*  by  the 
King's  order,  That  the  neceffary  paflports  for  him  fhall 
be  expedited  ,  and  that  they  will  not  fail  to  procure  him 
all  poffible  facilities  for  his  pafTage  to  the  port  which  he 
fhall  think  moft  convenient. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  the  Earl  of 

Egremont,   moft  fecret.     Dated  Madrid,  Dec.  6,  1 761. 

Received  Jan.  9,   1762. 
My  LORD, 

I  took  the  earlieft  opportunity,  after  receiving  the  ho- 
nour of  your  Lordfhip's  difpatches  of  the  28th  of  Ofto- 
her,  of  informing  General  Wall%  how  particularly  his 
Majefty  had  expreffed  his  royal  fatisfaction  at  hearing  the 
declarations,  which  had  been  made  to  me  by  his  Excel- 
lency, of  the  Catholic  King's  intentions  to  cultivate  a 
clofe  correfpondence  with  his  Majefty;  and  I  told  the 
Spanijb  minifter,  I  could  then  authentically  allure  him, 
that  no  orders  had  been  iffued  for  augmenting  the  fortifi- 
cations at  Gibraltar, 

After  dwelling  upon  the  King's  readinefs  to  come  to  a 
fpeedy  adjuftrnent  of  all  the  differences  fubfifting  between 
the  two  courts,  my  difcourfe  naturally  led  towards  a  re- 
petition of  thofe  profeftions  I  had,  on  former  occafions, 
fo  frequently  made  ufe  of,  to  convince  the  Spanijh  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  that  the  King  had  nothing  more  at  heart, 
than  to  continue,  and,  if  poffible,  to  augment,  that 
friendfhip  and  cordiality,  which  his  Majefty  fincerely  felt 
for  the  Catholic  King  ;  not  doubting,  but  that  the  like 
difpofition,  together  with  a  fuitable  return  from  Spain* 
would  be  the  correfponding  effect  of  fuch  an  avowal  of 
his  Majefty's  fentiments. 

After  opening  myfelf  in  this  manner,  I  obferved,  how 
confident  it  was  with  the  good  intelligence  that  had  fo 
long  united  two  friendly  courts,  reciprocally  to  enquire 
into,  or  to  remove,  any  uneafinefles,  which  the  envy  arid 
malice  of  a  third  might  endeavour  tofow  in  the  minds  of 

either 


A.  1762.         DEBATES.  121 

cither  of  thofe  amicable  powers.     Therefore,  after  France 
had  fo  openly,  as  weH  as  induftrioufly,  afferted  through- 
cut  Europe^  and  but  with  too  much  fuccefs,  That  Spain 
was  on  the  point  of  embarking  in  the  prefent  war  againft 
England^  in  confequence  of  a  treaty  lately  concluded  be- 
tween the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Verfailles ;  it  was  neither 
furprifing,  nor  could  it  be  deemed  unreafonable,  that  his 
Majefty  ihould  defire  a  communication  of  that  treaty  5 
or,  at  leaft,  of  fuch  articles,  as  might  be  deemed  to  re- 
late, either  now  or  hereafter,  immediately  or  indirectly, 
to  the  interefts  of  Great-Britain  :  I  took  care  to  explain, 
that  the  prefling  inftances  I  was  ordered  to  make,  did 
not  proceed  from  any  diftruft  in  the  King,  of  the  reite- 
rated a  flu  ranees   of  Spain 's  friendship  towards  England, 
-conveyed  fo  authentically  through  me,  nor  from  a  fufpi- 
cion  of  his  Catholic  Majefty's  entering  into  any  engage- 
ments of  a  hoftile  nature  againft  the  King,  after  all  the 
cordial  profeflions  which  had  been  made  ufe  of,  fo  much 
to  the  contrary ;  yet  the  pofitive  language  of  our  ene- 
mies, and   their  boafting  affertions,  were  fuch,  that  it 
was  highly  expedient  to  flop  the  unfavourable  impref- 
fions  they  had  occafioned  at  other  courts  ;    therefore  the 
King  judged  it  to  be  indifpenfably  necefTary  for  the  dig- 
nity of  his  crown,  and  not  lefs  for  the  interefts  of  his 
people,  to  require  an  explanation  relative  to  a  report  fo 
univerfally  credited,    before  his  Majefty  could  confent  to 
proceed   in  a  negotiation  with  this  court,  towards  a  juft 
and  equitable   regulation   of  our  long  depending  differ- 
ences :  Befides,  as  Spain  had  regularly  received  extenlive 
communications  of  all    his  Majefty's  alliances  or  con- 
nections, an  unfriendly  referve  towards  the  King,  con- 
cerning a  treaty  fo  recently  concluded  between  this  court 
and  that  of  France,  his  Majefty's  declared  as  well  as  in- 
veterate enemy,  would  unavoidably  prevent  any  candid 
and  impartial  difcuftion  of  the  claims,  rights,  or  differ- 
ences, of  the  two  kingdoms  ;  yet,  this  obftacle  once  re- 
moved, his  Majefty  was  determined,  without  lofsoftime, 
to  difcufs,  in  the  moft  open  and  cordial  manner,  the 
feveial  difputes  of  both  crowns  j  not  doubting  but  that 
a  mutual  confidence  would  indicate  expedients,  which, 
whilft  they  faved  the  dignity  and  honour  of  both  Kings, 
would  naturally  point  out  the  method  of  adjufting  mat- 
ters to  the  mutual  fatisfaclion,  the  reciprocal  content- 
ment, and  conftquently,    the  permanent  advantage,  of 
both  nations. 

As 
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As  the  French  partifans  had  fo  fuccefsfully  perfuaded 
many  confiderable '  perfons  at  this  court,  that  the  fpirit 
of  the  war  would  fubfide  by  the  late  change  in  the  Eng- 
UJh  miniftry,  that  difunion  and  an  unconnected  fyftem 
now  prefided  amongft  the  feveral  members  who  compofe 
the  prefent  adminiftration;  I  thought  it  highly  incumbent 
on  me,  to  mention  the  thorough  harmony  and  perfect 
unanimity  which  fubfifted  in  his  Majefty's  councils,  to- 
gether with  the  fettled  determination  to  carry  on  the  war 
with  vigour,  although  his  Majefty,  from  his  great  cle- 
mency and  unequalled  moderation,  continued  to  be  uni- 
formly difpofed  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  dreadful  calamities  of 
war,  as  foon  as  the  King  could  perceive  his  enemies  were 
inclined  to  agree  to  fuch  terms,  as  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty's  forces,  naturally 
claimed  ;  without  which  there  could  be  no  profpect  of  a 
lading,  folid  peace,  fuch  as  might  infure  mankind  from 
the  dreadful  calamities  fo  many  nations  had,  during  the 
prefent  war,  experienced  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
world. 

For  greater  accuracy,  and  to  avoid  blending  my  own 
difcourfe  with  the  Spantjh  minifter's  reafonings,  I  have 
\mited,  in  the  former  part  of  this  letter,  the  chief  fub- 
flance  of  what  I  advanced  in  our  feveral  conferences ; 
and  will  now  proceed  to  relate  the  principal  tenor  of  M. 
Wall's  arguments,  without  intermixing  any  of  my  an- 
fwers  thereto,  in  order  to  obviate  any  appearance  of  con- 
fufion. 

His  Excellency  firft  mentioned  his  having  received  the 
Catholic  King's  commands  to  allure  me,  how  agreeable 
it  was  to  this  court,  to  find  the  uprightnefs  and  modera- 
tion of  Spain  was  acknowledged,  where  it  had  given  fo 
much  fatisfaclion  :  He  added,  his  not  recollecting  the 
particular  dates  of  thofe  times,  when  his  Excellency  had 
allured  me  of  the  fincere  difpofitions  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty,  to  cultivate  the  ciofelt  correfpondence  with  the 
King,  fince  he  had,  on  fo  many  occafions,  repeated  the 
fame  afTurances. 

M.  Wall  received,  with  an  apparent  indifference,  what 
I  faid  concerning  there  having  been  no  additional  works 
carried  on  at  Gibraltar,  when  I  laft  hinted  it ;  yet  that 
was  not  the  cafe,  when  I  firft  communicated  to  the 
Spanijb  mmirler  the  contents  of  General  Par/low's  letter, 
wherein  it  was  positively  alTerted,  there  had  not  been  any 
augmentation  to  the  fortifications  of  that  place. 

His 
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His  Excellency  then  told  me,  the  warm  and  flrong  ex- 
preflions  I  had  made  ufe  of,  to  convey  the  King's  earnefl: 
delire  to  cultivate  the  ciofeft  correfpondence  with  his 
Catholic  Majefty,  could  never  be  received,  but  with 
fincere  fatisfaclion,  by  the  court  of  Madrid  j  yet,  after 
my  having  been  fo  often  directed  to  hold  the  fame  lan- 
guage, unaccompanied  by  any  proofs  of  thofe  difpofi- 
tions,  it  could  not  feem  extraordinary,  if  Spain  Rill 
fought  and  prefled  the  redrefs  of  thofe  grievances  which 
had  been  fo  long  depending,  and  which  me  thought  her- 
felf  fo  little  advanced  towards  obtaining  the  relief  of. 

With  regard  to  the  treaty  lately  concluded  between  the 
Catholic  King,  and  his  moft  chriftian  Majefty,  the  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  (aid,  his  royal  matter  did  not  judge  it  to  be 
confident  with  his  dignity,  to  grant  either  the  communi- 
cation of  it,  or  to  fatisfy  the  Britijh  curiofity,  in  relation 
to  any  articles  which  we  imagined  had  a  relation  to  our 
concerns  ;  yet  his  Excellency  added,  as  from  himfelf,  he 
could  give  a  pofitive  anfwer  to  what  I  afked  with  the  ut- 
moft  facility  ;  but  here  he  broke  off. 

After  fome  paufe,  the  Spanijh  minifter  refumed  his  dif- 
courfe,  by  alledging,  his  court  had  been  flattered,  by  that 
of  London^  with  an  impartial  difcuffion  of  their  difputes 
from  the  year  T754;  therefore  the  prefent  promife  of 
entering  into  a  fair  difquifition  of  our  reciprocal  claims, 
after  the  Catholic  King  had  refolved  our  Quettion  con- 
cerning the  late  treaty,  feemed  to  infer,  that  all  the  me- 
morials and  counter-memorials,  with  the  feveral  offices, 
and  replies,  had  not  been  deferving  the  name  of  a  nego- 
tiation. His  Excellency  then  recurred,  to  what  he  had 
fo  often  mentioned  on  many  former  occafions,  when  our 
differences  had  been  the  fubje£f.  we  were  treating  upon, 
faying,  That  if  England  would  preferve  that  good  faith 
{he  had  ever  picqued  herfelf  upon,  and  which  he  did  not 
deny  to  be  the  general  characteriftic  of  the  Britijb  nation, 
How  could  our  miniftry  either  avoid,  decline,  or  delay, 
giving  fatisfaclion  to  Spain,  with  regard  to  the  illegal  {tt- 
dements  we  withheld  from  this  crown  upon  the  logwood 
coafts  ?  where  we  owned  there  were  eftablifhments  con- 
trary to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty ;  therefore,  the  nobleft,  the  greateft,  and  the  only 
honourable  expedient  for  the  adjufting  of  our  difputes, 
would  be,  for  England  nrft  to  fend  orders  for  the  evacua- 
tion of  all  our  forts,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  withdraw 
all   the  artillery  whi^h   had  been  depofited  within  fome 

entrench- 
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entrenchments  where  cannon  was  mounted  for  the  de- 
fence of  them  :  Was  it  an  amicable  proceeding,  his 
Excellency  faid,  to  profefs  a  friendfhip  for  a  power,  and 
to  be  gradually  invading  their  dominions  ;  to  ufurp  their 
coafts,  and  then  to  perfevere  in  maintaining  an  unjuft 
poffeffion  of  what  we  had  no  right  to  hold,  but  feemed 
determined  to  keep,  as  pledges  for  compelling  Spain  to 
grant  us  the  logwood  we  ftood  in  need  of,  efpecially  after 
the  moft  folemn,  moft  authentic,  and  repeated  aflurances 
that  had  been  given,  under  a  royal  promife,  that  England 
fhould  enjoy  that  beneficial  trade  of  logwood  ;  and  more-* 
©v£r,  that,  until  fome  equitable  regulation  of  that  .com- 
merce could  be  fettled,  to  the  mutual  fatisfaclion  of  both 
crowns,  the  Englijh  logwood  cutters  mould,  upon  no 
pretence  whatever,  be  difturbed  in  felling,  or  in  carrying 
away,  that  commodity  ;  if  the  orders,  his  Excellency 
added,  were  but  given  for  demoliming  the  fortifications, 
and  a  copy  of  thofe  orders  tranfmitted  to  the  King's  am- 
baffador  here,  to  be  delivered  to  his  Catholic  Majefty's 
minifters,  it  would  at  once  filence  the  court  of  Ferjailles> 
and  take  off  the  principal  handle  they  made  ufe  of,  to 
exafperate  the  Spanijh  nation  againft  Great-Britain. 

With  regard  to  the  Newfoundland  flfhery,  M.  Wall 
urged,  what  I  have  alfo  conveyed  in  fome  former  dif- 
patches,  that  the  Spaniards^  indeed,  pleaded,  in  favour 
of  their  claim  to  a  mare  of  the  Bacallao  trade,  the  firft 
difcovery  of  that  ifland  ;  but  acknowledged  they  never 
had,  or  indeed  ever  required,  any  eftablifhments  there  : 
And,  what  had  principally  given  offence  here,  as  to  that 
article,  was  my  being  fo  frequently  ordered  to  declare, 
and  the  Conde  de  Fuentes  having  been  as  often  told,  that 
England  would  never  hear  of  that  inadmiffible  pretention, 
which  was  denying,  in  the  moft  peremptory  manner, 
what  we  had  granted  by  the  Spanijh  treaty  of  1721  (con- 
firmed by  that  of  Aix-la-Chapclle)  That  the  Bifcaynen 
and  Guipufcoans  mould  enjoy  thofe  privileges  which  they 
could  prove  to  be  their  due  by  right. 

Then  the  Spanijh  minifter  faid,  He  could  not  difguife 
from  mc  the  unfavourable  impreffion  all  Europe  had  re- 
ceived, from  our  breaking  off  fo  abruptly  the  negotia- 
tions carrying  on  between  England  and  France  for  their 
feparate  peace  ;  fince  the  conditions  the  French  had  com- 
plied with  were  fuch,  as  no  one,  who  had  not  read  the 
accounts  of  what  they  had  agreed  to,  could  have  believed 
the  court  of  Verfailks  would  ever  have  confented  to,  by 

making 


A.  1762.         DEBATES.  125 

making  fuch  extenfive  facrifices  to  the  Englijh  ;  and  added, 
fince  we  were  not  contented  with  thofe  offers' from  our 
enemies,  our  continuation  of  the  war,  tcr  obtain  fiill 
higher  terms,  could  not  avoid  giving  jealoufy  to  all  other 
maritime  powers,  who  muft  apprehend  too  great  a  balance 
being  flung  into  the  fingle  fcale  of  Great- Britain, 

This,  my  Lord,  to  the  beft  of  my  recollection,  and 
according  to  the  minutes  I  took,  of  the  heads  of  our 
difcourfe,  as  foon  as  our  feveral  conferences  were  over, 
was  the  principal  fubject  matter  of  what  patted,  during 
our  various  meetings  :  Two  things  only,  on  the  perufal 
of  my  notes,  I  perceive,  I  have  omitted  touching  upon  ; 
The  firft  was,  that,  as  the  coafts  of  Honduras^  and  Cam- 
peachy,  feem  to  be  fo  indifferently  laid  down,  by  the 
variety  of  geographers  who  have  publifhed  maps  of  thofe 
weffern  parte,  or  fo  inaccurately  defcribed,  in  any  of  the 
charts  I  have  been  able  to  meet  with,  I  defired  General 
Wall)  one  day,  to  point  out  to  me  thepolition  of  Rio  Tints <9 
the  river  Waliis,  and  the  Laguna  Azul,  the  three  places 
fo  often  quoted,  as  the  Englijh  ufurpations  ;  and  his  Ex- 
cellency fhewed  me  their  fituations  ;  acknowledging  to 
me,  that  their  names  were  not  inferted  in  any  maps  ;  for 
the  Spaniards  had  never  publifhed  thofe  drawings  their 
own  engineers  had  made,  which  included  every  creek, 
upon  the  logwood,  and  all  other  their  coafts  in  America,  - 
Rio  Tinto  (which  the  Englijh  call  Black  Water)  is  not 
many  leagues  diftant  from  C-ape  Gracias  a  Dios,  a  pro- 
montory, that  advances  in  the  fea  at  the  Rincon,  or  corner 
of  the  A/Jufquito  fhore,  about  the  fourteenth  degree  of 
northern  latitude.  The  river  Waliis  is  almoft  oppofite  to 
the  ifland  of  Ratan,  where  the  Englijh  had  fettled  them- 
felves,  during  the  laft  war  ;  but  which  the  court  of 
London  had,  at  the  folicitation  of  that  of  Madrid,  cau.fed 
to  be  evacuated,  after  the  peace  in  1748  ;  when  thofe 
very  fettlers  only  removed  from  the  ifland  to  the  conti- 
nent, and  formed  the  eftabliihment  now  fubfifting  at  the 
River  Waliis  ;  and  that  lays,  according  to  what  was 
pointed  out  to  me,  between  the  fifteenth  and  fixteenth 
degree  of  northern  latitude.  The  third,  laft,  and  moft 
inconfiderable  fettlement,  is  upon  the  Laguna  Azul,  a 
Jake  not  far  diftant  from  the  bay  of  AJcenfton,  which  is  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  a  Spanijh  town,  called  Salamanca  de 
Bacalar,  about  the  eighteenth  northern  degree. 

The  fecond  point  that  flipped  my  notice,  was,  when 
M.  Wall  and  I  had  been  difcufling  the  fubftance  of  the 

memorial. 
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memorial,  prefented  by  the  court  of  France,  in  relation 
to  the  Spanifn  claims,  his  Excellency  folemnly  protefted 
to  me,  the  Catholic  King,  upon  finding  how  unaccept- 
able that  propofal  was  to  England,  had  fent  peremptory 
orders  to  the  Marquis  Grimaldi,  not  to  let  the  pretenfions 
of  this  court,  in  the  lead  interfere  with  the  progrefs  of 
Mr.  Stanleys  and  M.  Buffi  &  negotiations ;  and  therefore 
to  drop  any  farther  mention  of  them,  left  they  might  be 
reputed  an  impediment  to  the  conclufion  of  a  peace  be- 
tween England  and  France;  which  was  the  ftrongeft  proof 
his  Catholic  Majefty  could  give,  of  his  fincere  inten- 
tions, in  wifhing  to  have  the  difputes  of  Spain  amicably 
adjufted  with  Great-Britain.  I  could  not  avoid  obferv- 
Ing  to  Wl.  Wall,  the  little  real  cordiality  there  was  in  the 
French  profeflions  towards  this  court,  or  fincerity  in  their 
declarations  and  offers  to  accommodate  our  unhappy  dif- 
ferences with  Spain  \  fince  every  one  was  convinced,  the 
moft  Chriftian  King  muft  defire  to  prevent  our  enjoying 
fo  advantageous  a  trade,  as  that  of  logwood  :  At  the  fame 
time,  that  the  French  intereft  was  too  well  underftood  by 
their  miniftry,  not  to  dread,  above  all  things,  the  Spani- 
ards being  ever  let  into  the  fmalleft  mare  of  the  Bacallao 
trade  ;  as  it  would  fo  eflentially  affecT:  their  own  extenfive, 
as  well  as  lucrative  branch  of  commerce  in  that  commo- 
dity, which  it  had  been  agreed  in  our  ultimatum,  to  leave 
them  in  the  pofieffion  of,  according  to  the  ftipulations 
relative  thereto,  in  the  peace  of  Utrecht, 
I  am,  Zfc; 

BRISTOL. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  the  Earl  of 
Egremont,  fecret  and  confidential,  dated  Madrid,  Dec.  6, 
1761.     Received  Jzn.  9,   1762. 

My  LORD, 
Your  Lordihip  has  acquainted  me,  in  your  fecret  and 
confidential  letter,  that  his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to 
determine,  neither  to  confine  me  in  relation  to  the 
method  of  opening  myfelf  to  General  Wall,  on  the  im- 
portant fubjecl:  of  your  moft  fecret  difpatch,  nor  to  pre- 
fcribe  whether  I  fhould  communicate  the  fubftance  of  it 
verbally,  or  truft  the  whole,  or  any  part  thereof,  out  of 
my  hands  ;  as  it  was  imagined  from  the  time  I  have  had 
the  honour  of  being  employed  at  this  court,  I  ought  to 
be  able  to  judge  what  kind  of  compliment,  or  degree  of 
confidence  would  beft  lead  me  to  fucceed  in  the  delicate 
±  commifiion 
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commiffion  at  prefent  left  to  my  management.  I  muft 
defire  to  refer  jour  Lordfhip  for  all  particulars  to  my  moft 
fecret  letter  of  this  date;  wherein  you  will  fee,  that,  fo 
far  from  receiving  that  communication  I  fo  eagerly  foli- 
ated, it  has  not  been  po-ffible  for  me  to  obtain  any  folemn 
affurances  of  the  innocence  of  the  treaty  in  queflion, 
although  I  am  perfuaded  in  my  own  mind,  there  are  no 
unfriendly  intentions  therein  (to  Great- Britain)  which 
afTurances  your  Lordfhip  directed  me  not  to  reject,  in 
cafe  they  were  propofed,  but  to  admit  them  ad  referendum* 
to   be  tranfmitted  to  my  own  court ;  provided,  *  They 

*  were  given  upon  his  Catholic  Majefty's  royal  word,  fig- 

*  nified  in  writing,  either  by  the  Spanijh  fecretary  of  ftate 
«  to  me,  or  by  the  Conde  de  Fuentes  to  your  Lordfhip, 
4  and  not  otherwife.' 

In  lieu  whereof,  I  have  only  procured  the  copy  of 
General  Wall's  difpatch  to  the  Conde  de  Fuentes  :  Your 
Lordfhip  will  there  obferve,  that,  in  confequence  of  my 
repeated  instances,  the  Spanijh  minifler  has  directed  M*. 
de  Fuentes  to  give  an  anfwer  to  my  notes,  to  the  King's 
fecretary  of  ftate,  by  word  of  mouth,  or  in  writing  if  it 
was  neceflary  :  Since  I  could  not  compafs  all  1  was  directed 
to  enquire,  at  leaft  it  will  not,  I  hope,  be  thought,  that 
I  have  been  remifs  in  the  performance  of  my  duty,  after 
your  Lordfhip  recollects,  the  Spanijh  ambaffador  had  ex- 
prefTed  his  wifhes  to  have  the  buiinefs  conveyed  through 
another  channel,  rather  than  by  himfelf,  that,  notwith- 
standing fuch  a  reluctance  in  his  Excellency  to  enter  into 
this  affair,  he  receives  orders  from  his  court,  to  explain 
the  fentiments  of  Spain  in  writing.  Would  thofe  fenti- 
ments had  been  more  explicit,  and  more  fat  is  factor  ily 
conformable  to  the  purport  of  my  inft ructions. 

If  your  Lordfhip  has  taken  the  trouble  of  looking 
over  fome  of  my  letters  to  Mr.  Pitt,  you  will  have  feen 
the  motives  I  frequently  had  for  delivering  to  the  SpaniJJj 
minifter  written  notes,  of  what  paffed  when  our  meetings 
were  long,  and  upon  delicate  or  interefling  fubjects, 
which  I  chofe  doing  in  that  manner  for  greater  preciilon, 
befides  having  fo  great  a  certainty  of  the  Catholic  King's 
being  minutely  acquainted  with  every  argument  I  had 
made  ufe  of,  to  enforce  the  validity  of  our  caufe,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  it  was  an  affiftance  to  General  Wall's 
memory,  which  his  Excellency  repeatedly  told  me,  He 
did  not  chufe  to  confide  in,  without  fome  memorandums 

The 
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The  paper  marked  (A),  is  what  I  put  into  General 
Wall's  hands,  according  to  my  former  cuftom,  which  is 
an  abftract  of  the  moft  eftential  parts  of  your  Lordfhip's 
moft  fecret  letter,  and  a  fummary  account  of  all  I  had 
expatiated  upon,  more  at  large,  in  our  feveral  confe- 
rences. The  two  inclofures,  diftinguifhed  by  the  let- 
ters B  and  C.  are  the  copy  and  tranflation  of  M.  Wall's 
private  difpatch  to  the  Conde  de  Fuentes,  which  is  a  Precis 
of  all  the  Spanijh  fecretary  of  ftate  alledged,  either  to 
confute  my  reafonings,  or  to  fupport  his  own  aflertions. ' 

I  could  not  deny  myfelf  the  {atisfaction,  of  reading  to' 
General  WalU  by  far  the  greater  part  of  your  Lordfhip's 
moft  fecret  difpatch  ;  this  mark  of  confidence  I  have; 
frequently  obferved  towards  the  Spanijh  minifter,  when  I 
have  been  left  at  liberty  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  com- 
municating any  of  my  orders,  and,  in  the  prefent  con- 
juncture, it  would  have  been  ill-timed  in*  me  to  have 
withdrawn  from  his  Excellency  that  proof  of  my  truft  in 
him,  more  efpecially  as  your  Lordfliip  had  advifed  me 
moft  cautioufly  to  avoid  any  mark  of  offenfive  diffidence  ; 
befides,  1  thought  it  could  only  do  honour  to  your  Lord- 
fhip's fentiments  and  ftile,  to  point  out  to  the  Spanijh 
fecretary  of  ftate,  the  conciliating  directions  which  you 
had  enjoined  me  to  put  in  practice,  whilft  I  was  urging 
any  matters,  as  you  recommended  their  being  done  in 
the  moft  polite  and  friendly  terms,  as  well  as  my  infinu- 
ating  gently  thofe  arguments  which  were  fuggefted  to  me 
to  advance. 

I  am,  csta    , 

BRISTOL. 

Tranflation  of  a  Paper  delivered  Nov.  18,  176  I.  (A.) 
The  King  has  learnt,  with  particular  fatisfaction,, 
the  juftice  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  in  giving  orders  for 
the  restitution  of  the  fliip  Speedwell  •>  and  his  Majefty  is 
equally  fenfible  of  the  moderation,  with  which  the  pri- 
vateer the  King  George  has  been  treated  :  The  Count  de 
Fuentes  having  given  a  memorial,  complaining  of  the 
behaviour  of  the  faid  privateer,  the  moft  exact  enquiries 
are  to  be  immediately  begun,  and,  as  foon  as  the  facts 
are  proved,  a  fuitable  fatisfaction,  agreeable  to  our  laws, 
will  be  given  to  the  court  of  Spain, 

Having  communicated  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,   in  a 

'       difpatch  of  the  month  of  September  laft  (agreeably  to  the 

afturances  I  had  then  received)   his  Catholic  Majefty  5s 

in  ten* 
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intention  to  cultivate  a  good  correfpondence  with  the 
King  ;  1  have  been  exprefsly  ordered  to  teftify  the  real 
pleafure,  which  fuch  a  declaration,  of  the  fentiments  of 
this  court,  has  occafioned  :  And  I  muir  not  omit  to  af- 
fure,  that  no  order  has  been  fent  for  augmenting  the  for- 
tifications of  Gibraltar,  confequently  they  have  only 
been  working  there  on  the  ufual  repairs. 

His  Majefty  having  nothing  more  at  heart,  than  to 
maintain  and  ftrengthen  the  moft  cordial,  and  the  moft: 
fincere  friendfhip  with  the  Catholic  King,  does  not  doubt 
of  meeting  with  the  fame  difpofitions  as  his,  on  the  part 
of  Spain  :  For  there  is  nothing  more  evident,  than  the 
mutual  advantage  which  mud,  at  all  times,  refult  to  the 
two  kingdoms  by  fuch  a  reciprocity. 

After  this  declaration,  it  is  not  furprifing,  that  the 
court  of  London  defires  and  demands,  of  the  Spani/h  mini- 
iters,  a  communication  of  the  treaty  lately  concluded 
between  their  Catholic  and  moft  Chriftian  Majefties ;  or 
that  they  would  impart  the  articles  which  may  be  thought 
relative  now,  or  in  future,  directly,  or  lefs  immediately, 
to  the  interefts  of  Great- Britain.  Thefe  inftances  do 
not  proceed  from  any  difadvantageous  fufpicion  of  the 
affurances  of  friendfhip,  fo  often  repeated  by  Spain  to  the 
court  of  London  :  They  only  tend  to  obtain  fame  expla- 
nation, with  regard  to  the  language  which  the  King's 
enemies  have  affected  to  hold  ;  namely,  that  Spain  was 
on  the  point  of  taking  part  in  the  prefent  war,  by  join- 
ing France  againft  England.  Such  are  the  reports  which 
have  made  fo  rapid  a  progrefs  in  all  Europe ;  and  the 
King's  honour  is  concerned  in  putting  a  flop  to  them,  as 
far  as  the  interefts  of  his  people  require  their  being  con- 
tradicted, without  which,  how  can  his  Majefty  perfuade 
himfelf  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  with  Spain,  for  ac- 
commodating the  differences  which  have  unhappily  fub- 
iifted  for  fo  long  time,  between  the  two  courts  ?  The 
Catholic  King  is  informed  of  all  the  alliances  and  engage- 
ments of  Great-Britain  ;  and  it  would  be  an  unfriendly 
referve,  at  this  conjuncture,  not  to  comply  with  giving 
his  Majefty  this  fatisfaction  on  the  contents  of  a  treaty, 
fo  recently  figned  with  a  power  actually  at  war  with  the 
King  ;  and  efpecially,  when  France  does  not  ceafe  to 
give  out,  that  the  conditions  of  this  new  engagement 
tend  towards  noftilities  which  Spain  will,  very  foon,  ma- 
nifeft  againft  the  Britijh  nation. 

Vol.  VI.  K  This 


*$©  Parli ame Nt  AUt    '  A.  1762. 

This  obftacle  once  removed,  his  Majefty  is  determined, 
without  iofs  of  time,  to  enter  into  an  amicable  difcufiion 
of  the  matters,  which  make  the  fubjecl:  of  thedifputes  of 
the  two  crowns  ;  not  at  all  doubting,  but  that  they  may 
be  eaflly  adjufted  ;  and  being  convinced,  that  a  recipro- 
cal and  extenfive  confidence  will  not  fail  to  fugged  expe- 
dients, for  faving  the  dignity,  and  the  honour,  of  the 
two  Kings,  and  for  adjufting,  to  the  reciprocal  fatisfac- 
tion  of  their  Majefties,  every  thing  that  has,  till  now, 
retarded  that  folid  and  permanent  harmony,  which  has 
always  been  the  object,  the  wifhes,  the  folicitude,  and 
the  defires,  of  thofe  who  wifh  the  eflential  advantages, 
and  the  true  glory,  of  the  two  monarchies. 

In  order  to  prevent  every  perverfe  impreffion,  which 
the  change  that  has  juft  happened  in  the  Englijb  miniftry 
might  occafion,  it  is  necefTary  to  declare,  that  the  mofc 
perfect  unanimity  now  reigns  in  the  King's  councils  ; 
and  that  it  is  refolved  there,  to  continue  the  war  with  all 
poflible  vigour ;  his  Majefty,  however,  only  wifhing  for 
the  moment  to  put  an  end  to  the  terrible  misfortunes, 
which  are  the  inevitable  confequences  of  it,  as  foon  as 
he  (hall  find  his  enemies  difpofed  to  make  peace,  on  con- 
ditions which  may  correfpond  to  the  fucceffes  with  which 
Providence  has  been  pleafed  to  blefs  the  King's  arms,  and 
which  fhall,  at  the  fame  time,  give  appearances  of  a  folid 
and  durable  peace,  after  all  the  miferies  which  have  been, 
fuffered  during  thefe  laft  years. 

Paper  received  3  Dec.  1761.     Tranjlatlon  (C) 

Mo  ft  Excellent  SIR, 

My  Lord  Brijlol  delivered  to  me,  fome  days  ago,  the 
memorial,  whereof  I  fend  you  a  copy.  In  the  firft  parar 
graph  is  feen  the  fatisfac"tion  of  his  court  at  the  King's 
juftice,  in  caufing  the  Englijb  fhip  the  Speedwell  to  be 
reftored  ;  and  at  the  rroderation  with  which  the  offence 
of  the  King  George  privateer  had  been  chaftifed,  to  which 
there  is  nothing  to  reply,  only,  That  his  Majefty  is  glad 
that  the  miniftry  acknowledge  the  uprightnefs  and  mode- 
ration of  his  proceedings. 

In  the  fecond  paragraph,  my  Lord  Brijlol  fets  forth, 
that,  having  wrote  in  September  to  his  court,  the  inten- 
tion he  had  been  allured  of  by  us.;  in  which  the  King 
was,  of  cultivating  a  good  correfpondence  with  the  King 
of  Great-Britain,  he  had  been  ordered  to  declare  the  real 
preafure,  fuch  a  declaration  from  us,  had  given.  I  do 
4  not 
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not  remember  having  made  it  then  in  a  more  particular 
manner  than  at  many  other  times  ;  nor  do  I  comprehend 
the  motive  for  their  making  fuch  a  point  of  it ;  how- 
ever, it  is  certain,  That  in  the"  various  occafl^ns  that 
have  prefented  themfelves,  in  the  life- time  of  King 
Ferdinand  (who  is  in  Heaven)  as  well  as  of  the  King  our 
Lord  (whom  God  fave)  the  Spanijh  minifters  have  re- 
peated the  wifhes  of  their  court,  to  cultivate  the  beft 
correfpondence  with  that  of  London.  My  Lord  adds,  in 
the  fame  paragraph,  That  he  can  afcertain,  that  no  order 
has  been  tranfmitted  for  increafmg  the  fortifications  of 
Gibraltar ;  which  does  not  furprize  the  King*  as  he  has 
given  no  room  for  the  lead  miftruft  ;  nor  would  the  con- 
trary furprize  him,  the  Englifi  being  as  much  the  matters 
to  increafe  them,  as  his  Majefty  is  any  one  place  of  his 
own. 

My  Lord  Brlftol  continues,  in  another  paragraph,  to 
exprefs,  That  there  is  nothing  the  King,  his  mailer,  has 
fo  much  at  heart,  as  to  form  a  clofer  and  more  fincere 
friendmip  with  the  King,  our  Lord  ;  and  that  he  does 
not  doubt  finding  the  fame  difpofitions  on  the  part  of 
Spain  ;  the  mutual  advantages  that  will  accrue  to  both 
nations  therefrom,  being  evident :  And  all  this  is  in  order 
to  come,  by  degrees,  to  what,  after  fuch  a  declaration, 
was  not  to  furprize  us  ;  that  his  court  mould  defire  and 
afk  of  the  Spanijh  minifters,  the  communication  of  the 
treaty  lately  concluded  between  their  Catholic  and 
moft  Chriftian  Majefties,  or  the  articles  that  relate  to 
England.  Your  Excellency  knows  how  eafy  it  would  be 
for  the  King  to  give  a  direct  anfwer ;  but  his  own  de- 
corum prevents  him,  from  the  confideration,  that  this 
demand  is  made  as  a  compulfive  condition  for  com- 
mencing a  negotiation  with  Spain,  about  differences 
which  are  confeffed  to  have  fubfifted  fo  long  *.  Who 
ever  heard  fpeak  of  commencing  a  negotiation,  would 
think  that,  hitherto,  nothing  had  been  negotiated  about 
our  differences  ;  and  befides,  would  believe,  that  their 
confidering  them  as  worthy  of  negotiating,  was  doing 
us  a  favour.  It  is  a  very  lingular  method  in  that  miniftry 
of  mifunderftanding  fo'many  offices,  memorials,  and 
conferences,  which  have  paffed  for  thefe  fix  years  there- 
upon, and  .particularly  fince  the  King  fent  your  Excel- 
lency to  that  court,  proving  the  inconteflible  grounds  of 

K  2  our 

*  Sans  quoi,  comment  S.  M.  pourroit  eilc  fe  peffuader  z  efltamer  u«e 
negociation  avec  YEff>agne}  &c. 
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our  complaints  and juft  cares,  and  repeating,  that,  with- 
out fatisfying  them,  it  is  impoflible  to  fix  the  good  cor- 
refpondence  of  the  two  monarchies,  nor  the  friendfliip 
of  the  two  monarchs,  fo  deferving  of  each  others  love. 
If  all  that  has  been  declared  by  word  of  mouth,  or  in 
writing,  the  anfwers  and  replies  that  have  intervened, 
the  points  that  have  been  concluded  upon,  is  not  a  nego- 
tiation, I  do  not  know  what  is  called  fuch. 

My  Lord  Briftol  offers,  That  when  the  King  our  Lord 
fhould  declare  himfelf  upon  the  exiftencecr  non-exiftence 
of  the  fuppofed  treaty,  or  upon  the  articles  relating  to 
the  Englijh,  the  King,  his  matter,  *  has  determined  to 
enter,  without  lofs  of  time,  into  a  friendly  difcuffion  of 
the  points  which  occanon  our  differences  ;  not  doubting 
but  that  they  may  be  accommodated,  and  expedients 
found  out,  for  faving  the  dignity  and  honour  of  the  two 
Sovereigns.  In  his  court  they  muft  confider  only,  as  a 
mere  trifle,  what  they  feek  after  ;  fince,  in  recompence, 
they  only  promife  what  we  are  already  tired  of  pra&ifing. 
What  greater  difcuffion  upon  the  points  of  our  difputes 
can  be  made,  than  that  which  has  been  in  fo  long  a  nego- 
tiation ?  What  expedients  can  be  fallen  upon  now  to  fave 
the  honour  of  the  two  Kings,  which,  in  arguments  and 
difputes  of  fix  years,  have  not  occurred  ?  And  if  in 
London  they  are  to  be  found,  Spain  is  the  creditor  for  her 
patience  ifi  the  purfuit  of  her  complaints,  and  for  having 
feen  the  various  fuccefles  of  the  war  the  Englijh  were  car- 
rying on,  whilft  fhe  only  propofed,  without  offering  to 
impofe,  conditions  upon  that  account.  The  molt  noble 
expedient,  and  which  does  the  greateft  honour  to  Kings, 
as  well  as  to  thofe  who  are  not  fo,  is,  not  to  withhold 
the  property  of  another  unlawfully,  but  to  reftore,  and 
even  punifh  the  ufurpers,  without  minding  (if  it  falls  out 
io)  from  whom  the  injured  perfon  afks  it. 

My  Lord  Briftol  concludes  with  a  paragraph  entirely 
foreign  to  our  bufinefs,  declaring,  That  a  perfe£f,  unani- 
mity fubfifts  in  the  councils  of  Great-Britain;  and,  that 
the  King  was  refolved  to  continue  the  war  with  all  poffi- 
ble  vigour,  till  he  had  reduced  his  enemies  to  a  peace 
adequate  to  the  fucceffes  of  the  Englijh  arms,  and  which 
might  have  the  appearance  of  being  a  firm  and  lafting 
one.  It  is  not  directly  our  intention  to  anfwer  thereto  -, 
but  the  two  points  which  the  Englijh  defire  by  the  peace, 
are  contradicted  evidently  by  what  all  the  world  has  juft 

feen, 

*  Cet  obftacle  cne  fois  leve,  S.  M,  eft  determinee,  ®V, 
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feen.  All  impartial  perfons  can  decide,  whether  the  terms 
offered  by  the  French,  and  refufed  by  the  EvgUft,  do  not 
befpeak  the  advantages  of  the  Englijh  arms;  and  their 
inadmiilion  will  be  attributed  by  them  to  other  views, 
which  ought  not  to  be  indifferent  to  the  other  maritime 
powers,  and  proprietors  of  dominions  beyond  Tea.  And 
it  rauft  occafion  furprize  to  them,  that,  if  the  court  of 
London  defires  a  peace,  that  wears  the  appearances  of 
being  firm  and  lafting,  it  mould  pique  itfelf  upon  that  of 
Paris' $  infinuating,  how  neceffary  it  would  be  to  adjuff, 
at  the  fame  time,  our  differences,  to  cut  off  all  rifle  of 
its  renewing  the  war  in  favour  of  us. 

My  Lord  Briftol  then,  by  means  of  another  memorial, 
afked,  if  France  had  taken  that  ftep  with  the  King's  con- 
fent,  in  the  fame  manner  he  now  afks  us,  Whether  there 
is  fuch  a  treaty,  or  not,  with  France?  We  anfwer  frank- 
ly, Yes  ;  proving  the  regularity  of  it  :  And  with  this 
motive  we  reply  to  the  repeated  expreflions  of  that  court, 
about  deflring  a  good  correfpondence  with  ours,  efteem- 
ing  them  as  at  all  times,  however,  thinking  it  was  necef- 
fary, effects  fhould  have  accompanied  them  ;  and  as  if 
fuch  a  memorial  had  never  been  given  by  us,  forgetting 
it  entirely,  they  prefent  us  another,  with  a  new  queftion, 
with  the'  fame  general  expreffions,  and  the  unexpected 
novelty  of  offering  to  commence  a  negotiation  fo  long 
difcuffed,  and  fo  well  digefted,  that  it  has  been  reduced, 
during  your  Excellency's  embaffy,  to  the  laft  Yes,  or 
laftNo. 

Your  Excellency,  being  thoroughly  informed  of  every 
thing  I  have  fet  forth,  may  tell  it,  or  give  it  in  writing, 
if  it  is  neceffary,  to  that  miniftry,  in  order  that,  upon. 
no  accqunt,  it  may  charge  us  with  leaving  Lord  Briftol' % 
memorial  unanfwered,  and  that  it  may  acknowledge  the 
impropriety  there  is,  that  the  King  (hould  fatisfy  their 
curiofity  at  every  turn,  whilft  no  fatisfa&ion  is  given  tg 
his  juft  demands. 

Extracl  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  $f  Briftol  to  the  Earl  of 
Egremont,  dated  Madrid,  Dec.  7,  9,  &  11,  1761* 
Received  Jan.  9,  1762. 

The  meffenger  Potter  arrived  here  the  5th  inftant,  at 
night,  whilft  my  difpatches  dated  the  6th  of  this  month, 
together  with  their  voluminous  inclofures,  were  tran- 
scribing fair,  in  the  expectation  of  the  whole  being  ready 
to.  be  fent  away  from  hence  by  Ardouin  directly  ;  but  the 
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very  great  importance  of  your  Lordfhip's,  letters  of  the 
19th  paft,  determined  me  to  fufpend  the  departure  of  a 
mefTenger,  till  I  had  communicated  their  contents  to 
General  Wall,  upon  whofe  anfwer  depended  a  matter  of 
the  higheft  confequence  to  both  crowns. 

M.  Wall  was  then  confined  to  his  room,  by  an  acci- 
dent which  had  happened  to  his  foot.  Upon  my  writing 
a  note  to  his  Excellency  the  6th,  early  in  th£  morning, 
acquainting  him  with  the  arrival  of  a  meflenger  com 
England^  he  appointed  me  to  go  to  him  at  any  time  after 
the  noon  of  that  day.  As  foon  as  the  Catholic  King's 
court  was  over,  I  went  to  the  Spanijh  minifter's,  which 
was  about  one  o'clock.  I  began  directly,  by  telling  his 
Excellency,  that  the  great  furprize  and  forrow  he  muft 
have  obferved  in  me  at  the  Efcurial^  after  that  memorable 
conversation  v/ehad  together,  feveral  particulars  of  which 
I  reminded  him  of,  had  occafioned  equal  aftonifhment 
and  concern  in  England ;  and,  for  that  reafon,  frefh  in- 
ftru£Hcns  had  been  tranfmitted  to  me,  without  even  wait- 
ing for  my  anfwer  to  your  Lordfhip's  difpatches  of  the 
28th  of  October.  I  did  not  attempt  to  difguife  the  alarm 
his  Excellency's  difcourfe  had  raifed  at  my  court,  which, 
as  it  was  my  duty,  I  had  related  immediately  after  it  had 
been  held  to  me,  as  nearly  as  I  could  recollect:,  in  the 
phrafes  he  had  made  ufe  of,  faying.  That  fuch  an  un- 
provoked tranfition  in  his  language,  fo  diametrically  op- 
pofite  to  the  pleafmg  affurances  I  had  received  at  St.  Ilde- 
phonjoy  of  the  Catholic  King's  refolution  to  cultivate  the 
clofeft  correfpondence  with  his  JVlajefly,  had  filled  the 
Englijb  minifiry  with  amaze ;  and  more  particularly  fo9 
as  the  Count  of  Fuentes  had  lately  called  your  Lordfhip 
afide,  to  acquaint  you,  that  he  had  given  ftrong  aflur- 
ances  of  the  friendly  difpofition  of  the  King  his  mafter, 
and  of  his  fteady  purpofe  to  maintain  the  ftricleft  amity 
with  Great-Britain^  at  an  audience  to  which  his  Excel- 
lency had  been  admitted  to  deliver  a  letter  from  the  Ca- 
tholic King  to  his  JVlajefty. 

Yet  the  King,  religioufly  obfervant  of  all  his  folemn 
declarations,  and  equally  attentive  to  his  own  dignity, 
as  well  as  to  the  interefts  of  his  fubjecls,  was  determined 
coolly  and  firmly  to  acquit  himfelf  of  thofe  indifpenfable 
duties. 

I  then  went  through  the  feveral  topics  contained  in 
your  Lordfhip's  letter,  by  expatiating  very  amply  on  the 
injuftice  that  Spain  did  to  the  purity  of  the  King's  inten- 
tions ; 
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tions  ;  fmce  his  Majefty  had  been  particularly  delicate  in 
caufrng  fuch  military  plans  to  be  concerted,  as  might 
avoid  hoftilities  towards  thofe  objects  that  could  give  the 
leaft  umbrage  to  the  Catholic  King.  I  dwelt  upon  the 
notoriety  there  was,  that  every  thing  in  the  royal  coun- 
cilsj  which  could  tend  towards  the  interruption  of  a 
friendly  intelligence  between  our  courts  (which  his  Ma- 
jefty was  fo  folicitous  to  maintain)  had  alfo  been  avoided. 
Then  I  proceeded  to  renew  my  former  enquiries  about 
the  treaty  lately  concluded  between  the  courts  of  Madrid 
and  Ver failles  ;  and,  finally,  to  afk  a  categorical  anfwer 
relative  to  Spain's  intention,  with  regard  to  Great- Bri- 
tain, in  this  critical  conjuncture,  which  the  King  found 
himfelf  under  the  difagreeable  neceffity  of  demanding  ; 
but  I  added,  immediately  after,  that  I  was  certain,  and 
would  venture  to  declare,  that  there  was  nothing  could 
more  effentially  contribute  to  his  Majefty's  real  fatisfac- 
tion,  than  my  being  able  to  procure  fuch  an  anfwer  from 
hence,  as  might  contribute  to  the  continuation  of  that 
amicable  intercourfe,  which  it  could  not  be  more  the 
interefts  of  both  courts  to  uphold,  than  it  was  the  King's 
fincere  defire  to  cultivate  :  Before  I  difcontinued,  I  took 
particular  care  to  be  explicit  with  regard  to  his  Majefty's 
fentiments,  which  were  to  be  only  attributed  to  the  recti- 
tude of  his  royal  mind  :  And  trie  declaration  I  made  of 
the  King's  moderation,  was  accompanied  with  the  fulleft 
aflurances  that  could  be  given,  to  prevent  any  falfe  or 
injurious  interpretation,  conftruing  what  I  had  advanced, 
concerning  the  King's  defire  of  maintaining  peace  with. 
Spain  (provided  that  defire  was  reciprocal  on  his  Catholic 
Majefty's  part)  to  proceed  from  any  timidity  or  apprehen- 
fion  on  the  King's  fide. 

It  was -not  poflible  to  liften  with  3.  more  obliging 
attention,  than  M.  Wall  did,  to  all  I  h^ve  juft  men- 
tioned. He  never  interrupted  me,  but  anfwered  me 
friendly,  when  I  appealed  to  him  upon  any  point.  Your 
Lordfhip  will,  no  doubt,  obferve,  how  much  I  have 
here  wTaved  touching  upon  any  fubjecl:  that  could  be  laid 
hold  of  as  offenfive,  or  that  might  even  collaterally  tend 
to  irritate  the  Spanijh  minifter,  according  to  what  was 
prefcribed  to  me  ;  which  was,  to  avoid  mixing  any  thing 
In  my  converfation,  which  could  have  a  tendency  to  in-- 
difpofe  General  Wall,  Indeed  I  muft  do  his  Excellency 
the  juftice  to  fay,  there  never  appeared  the  fmalleft  degree 
of  warmth,  or  the  leaft  inclination  towards  any  harfhnefs, 
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during  our  whole  conference.  He  reafoned  candidly 
with  me,  and  minutely  :  He  faid,  the  Spanijb  ambailador 
had  orders  to  make  the  profeflions  of  the  Catholic  King's 
friendfhip  towards  his  Majefty,  which  he  had  accompa- 
nied with  the  letter  he  prefented  :  He  owned  how  cauti- 
tious  we  had  been,  to  avoid  attacking  thofe  pofleflions 
belonging  to  our  enemies,  which  had  any  connections 
with  the  Spanijh  territory  ;  and  agreed  with  me,  concern- 
ing the  publicity  of  what  had  pafTed  in  his  Majefty's" 
councils,  upon  the  change  of  the  Englijh  miniftry  ;  not 
forgetting  to  mention  what  had  given  rife  to  the  late 
refignation  of  the  feals.  M.  Wall  then  faid,  the  copy  he 
had  delivered  to  me,  of  his  own  difpatch,  to  the  Count 
of  Fuentes,  was  the  only  anfwer  he  could  give  to  my 
enquiries  about  the  treaty  :  That,  as  to  the  intention  of 
Spain,  with  regard  to  Great-Britain,'  which  I  then  prefled 
to  be  informed  of,  he  added,  I  muft  be  fenfible,  it  was 
not  in  his  power  to  give  an  immediate  anfwer,  from  not 
being  fufficiently  authorifed  to  doit,  but  promifed  that 
he  would  acquaint  his  Catholic  Majefly  with  my  frefh 
folicitations,  and  would  not  fail  communicating,  faith- 
fully, all  1  had  exprefTed,  concerning  the  King's  fenti- 
ments  and  difpofition. 

As  I  had  taken  fome  notes  (from  which  I  fpoke)  that 
I  might  omit  nothing  I  had  determined  to  mention  ;  the 
SpaniJJo  fecretary  of  ftate  afked  me,  whether  I  would  con- 
fent  to  his  tranfcribing  them,  for  greater  accuracy,  when 
he  was  to  impart  to  his  Catholic  Majefty,  the  very  im- 
portant and  delicate  conference  we  had  had  together;  I 
directly  gave  his  Excellency  a  copy  of  the  paper  herein 
inclofed,  marked  (A)  which  he  promifed  mould  be 
literally  translated  into  Spanift,  before  it  was  prefented  to 
the  King  of  Spain. 

You  will,  perhaps,  my  Lord,  be  furprifed  to  find,  I 
have,  in  this  vifit,  only  dwelt  in  general  terms,  con- 
cerning the  intention  of  Spain>  with  regard  to  England  : 
1  beg  of  you  to  fufpend  forming  any  judgement  about  my 
conduct  therein,  till  I  have  explained  my  motive  for  act- 
ing in  that  manner.  I  perceived  General  Wall's  tone  to 
be  of  fo  conciliating  a  nature;  he  expreffed  his  wifhes  fo 
ftrongly,  that  fome  method  might  be  found  out  for  an 
amicable  adjuftment  of  our  differences  ;  and  was  fo  far 
from  dropping  the  leaft  word,  that  could  make  me  ima- 
gine Spain  intended  to  act  boftilely  againft  us,  that  I  be- 
gan to  flatter  my  (elf,    I   might   obtain   the   categorical 
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anfwer  I  was  ordered  to  demand,  without  the  Spanijh 
minifter's  fufpecling  my  ultimate  orders.  When  I  was 
going  out  of  his  room,  he  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  faid, 
with  a  fmile,  he  hoped  ;  but  there  he  flopped.  I  afked 
him  what  he  hoped,  that  I  might  alfo  hope,  and  that  all 
mio-ht  concur  in  the  fame  hopes  :  But  his  Excellency 
only  then  bowed,  and  took  his  leave  of  me.    1 

Your  Lordfhip  will,  no  doubt,  have  remarked,  that, 
from  the  time  of  Potter' 's  departure  with  my  difpatches  of 
the  fecond  paft,  the  ftile  of  the  Spani/b  minifter  has  been 
foftening  gradually.  What  had  occafioned  the  great  fer- 
mentation during  that  period  at  this  court,  the  effe&s  of 
which,  I  felt  from  General  Wall's  animated  difcourfe  at 
the  Efcurial,  was,  the  notice,  having,  about  that  time, 
reached  the  Catholic  King,  that  the  change  which  had 
happened  in  the  Englijh  adminiftration,  was  relative  to 
meafures  propofed  to  be  taken  againft  this  country  : 
Hence  arofe  that  fudden  wrath  and  paffion,  which,  for  a 
fhort  time,  affecled  the  whole  Spani/b  court ;  as  it  was 
thought  moft  extraordinary  here,  that  the  delaring  war 
againft  the  Catholic  King,  fhould  ever  have  been  moved 
in  his  Majefty's  councils,  fince  the  Spaniards  have  always 
looked  upon  themfelves  as  the  aggrieved  party  ;  and,  of 
courfe,  never  could  imagine,  that  the  Englijh  would  be 
the  firft  to  begin  a  war  with  them. 

Dec.  9. 
I  received,  late  in  the  evening  of  the  7th,  a  note  from 
M.  Wall,  defiring  me  to  return  to  him  on  the  next  morn- 
ing, the  8th  ;  which  I  punctually  complied  with.  His 
Excellency  faid,  he  had  not  been  able  to  ftir  out ;  but, 
having  received  his  Catholic  Majefty's  commands  in  ref- 
lation to  our  conference  on  the  6th,  he  would  not  delay- 
communicating  them  to  me.  They  confifted  in  the  King 
of  Spain's  being  fenfible  of  all  the  aflurances  of  friend- 
fhip,  and  marks  of  attention,  which  had  been  conveyed 
through  my  means  :  But  I  was  to  be  informed,  That, 
with  regard  to  the  treaty,  and  the  intentions  of  Spain9 
M.  Wall's  difpatch  to  the  Count  of  Fuentes  (copy  of 
which  had  been  delivered  to  me)  was  the  only  anfwer  the 
Catholic  King  judged  it  expedient  to  give.  1  prefled  the 
Spani/b  minifter  to  open  himfelf  more  fully  upon  this  moft 
important  fubjecl:  ;  as  I  thought  it  impoffible  fo  concife  an 
anfwer  could  be  given  to  all  I  had  urged  to  his  Excel- 
lency. 

Unfor- 
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Unfortunately,  General  Wall  had  not  been  able  to  fee 
his  Catholic  Majefty  ;  and,  therefore,  having  only  wrote, 
and  received  a  written  anfwer,  that  accounted,  in  fome 
meafure,  for  its  being  fo  laconic. 

I  then  reminded  the  Spanijh  minifter  of  the  preffing 
endeavours  I  had  employed  at  our  lad  meeting,  to  obtain 
a  fatisfa&ory  anfwer  ;  alledging,  that,  as  I  had  not  been 
able  to  obtain  a  communication  of  the  treaty,  nor  the 
alternative  which  I  had  propofed,  I  was  now  neceffitated 
to  come  to  a  more  particular  explanation  of  what  I  had 
mentioned  in  general  concerning  Spain's  intention  with 
regard  to  Great-Britain ;  therefore  I  was  commanded  to 
declare  to  his  Excellency,  that  my  court  expected  to  have 
a  categorical  anfwer  to  the  following  queftions  ;  Whether 
the  Catholic  King  intended  to  join  the  French,  our  ene- 
mies, or  purpofed  acting  hoftilely  ?  or  would,  in  any 
manner,  depart  from  his  neutrality?  adding,  That  Spain's 
refufing  to  comply  with  giving  this  fatisfa&ion,  would  be 
deemed  an  aggreffion  on  the  part  of  the  court  of  Madrid^ 
and  a  declaration  of  war. 

I  cannot  defcribe  the  furprize  M.  Wall  exprefTed  at 
hearing  this.  He  only  brought  out  thefe  words  :  What 
is  to  follow  ?  You  have  then  orders  to  withdraw  from 
hence.  I  told  him,  he  muft  eafily  imagine  what  would 
enfue,  if  Spain  did  not  difavow  any  intentions  to  take 
part  with  our  declared  enemies ;  for  I  was  ordered  to  fig- 
nify,  That  fuch  a  refufal  would  be  looked  upon,  by  his 
Majefty,  in  no  other  light,  than  as  an  abfolute  declara- 
tion of  war. 

He  told  me,  the  categorical  anfwer  I  was  ordered  to 
require,  was  fuch  an  attack  upon  the  Catholic  King's 
dignity,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  give  any  advice^ 
to  his  Sovereign  upon  fo  delicate  a  fubjecl:  ',  which  dig- 
nity could  not  be  imagined  to  be  lefs  dear  to  Kings,  than 
a  common  decorum  was  to  fubjedls  :  He  afterwards  men- 
tioned writing  to  his  Catholic  Majefty  what  had  pafled 
between  us,  and  conveying  the  fubftance  of  my  inftruc- 
tions  in  that  manner,  as  he  was  not  able  to  go  himfelf^ 
and  relate  them  verbally.  You  may  be  allured,  my 
Lord,  I  remonftrated  ftrongly  againft  his  flaying  in  his 
chair  at  home,  and  his  not  going  in  perfon  to  offer  his 
advice,  and  to  declare  his  opinion,  in  words,  when  it 
muft  be  fo  much  wanted.  I  intreated  his  Excellency  to 
reilecl,  that  the  lives  of  thoufands,  the  ruin  of  thoufands 
of  thoufands,  and  the  diftreflbs  of  whole  nations,  were 
*'■'*.>.■       •      ■  now. 
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now  depending  upon  the  final  refolution  of  the  Spanijh 
councils  ;  for  as  I  had  conferred  with  no  other  minifter 
than  himfelf,  where  were  thofe,  who  could  be  fuppofed; 
to  be  able  to  make  a  faithful  report,  or  lay  the  proper, 
ftrefs,  and  repeat  all  the  arguments,  I  had  been  ordered 
to  employ,  to  fhew  the  expediency  and  the  necefrity  of 
fuch  an  anfwer  as  I  had  required,  if  any  fuch  perfons 
could  be  found  willing  to  undertake  it.  1  urged  to  the 
Spanijh  minifter,  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  his  being  car- 
ried out,  at  all  events,  to  the  Buen  Retiro,  and  there  to 
fet  forth  the  fatal  confequences  that  muft  inevitably  at- 
tend Spain's  not  giving  me  a  precife  anfwer :  Befides,  I 
enforced  to  M.  Wall,  all  that  the  world  would  infer, 
whatever  his  friends  muft  think,  or  his  enemies  would 
fay,  upon  his  flaying  in  his  own  houfe,  and  only  writing 
to  his  Catholic  Majefty,  where  the  fate  of  fo  many 
countries  were  involved  in  the  decifion  of  the  prefent 
affair  :  I  recommended  to  him,  for  the  fake  of  humanity 
in  general,  not  to  let  any  rafh  or  precipitated  meafure  be 
taken  ;  but,  after  duly  weighing  the  infinite  importance 
of  thefe  queftions,  to  let  me  receive  fuch  anfwers,  as 
might  enable  the  two  crowns  to  continue  a  mutual 
friendly  intercourfe,  unallayed  by  fufpicions,  and  totally 
clear  of  all  doubts.  General  Wall,  for  greater  precifion, 
defired  me  to  put  into  writing  what  I  was  ordered  to  de- 
mand :  I  took  his  pen,  and  wrote  down  the  fhort  fen- 
tences  I  inclofe  a  copy  of,  indorfed  ( B). 

Dec.  it,  1 76 1. 

As  I  knew  General  Wall  was  not  able  to  ftir  from  off 
his  chair  till  yefterday  the  10,  that  he  went  to  the  palace 
of  the  Buen  Retiro,  and  held  the  accuftomed  Defpacbo,  in 
the  prefence  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  j  it  was  in  vain  for 
me  to  prefs  for  an  anfwer,  which  was  not  in  his  power  to 
give,  without  receiving  the  King  of  Spain's  commands. 

At  eleven  o'clock  laft  night,  I  received  two  letters 
from  his  Excellency :  Thofe  marked  1,  and  2,  are  the 
copy  and  tranflatioh  of  the  office  ;  that  which  is  num- 
bered 3,  is  the  copy  of  a  private  note  ;  entirely  in  Gene- 
ral Wall's  own  hand,  to  which  I  fent  an  anfwer  imme- 
diately, copy  whereof  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  number  4- 

It  is  unneceilary  for  me  to  dwell  upon  the  decifion  of 
this  moft  important  affair  ;  befides,  that  I  fhall  be  able, 
at  my  return  to  England,  to  relate  minutely  to  your  Lord-, 
Ihip  many  circumftances  too  tedious  to  be  inferted  in  a 
letter.  M.  Wall,- 
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M.  Wall,  the  laft  time  I  faw  him,  faid  fo  much,  con- 
cerning the  Catholic  King's  very  particular  partiality  to- 
wards me,  that  1  thought  it  could  not  be  amifs  in  me,  to 
take  the  laft  opportunity,  which  was  likely  to  prefent 
itfelf,  of  teftifying  the  impreffion  his  Catholic  Majefty's 
fentiments  about  me,  had  made  upon  my  mind. 

Notwithstanding  I  have  been,  and  ftill  continue,  in- 
difpofed,  I  propofe  fetting  out  as  foon  as  it  is  poflible  ; 
but  thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  Spain,  can  have  no 
idea  of  the  difficulties  attending  a  journey  from  hence. 

I  beg  your  Lordfhip  to  believe,  that  I  have  exerted  my 
utmoft  efforts  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  and  the  welfare 
of  my  country,  fmce  I  have  had  the  honour  of  being 
employed  here.  Nothing  is  left  for  me  now  to  add,  but 
to  lament  my  fincere  endeavours  to  preferve  a  union  be- 
tween the  two  crowns,  having  been  fo  unfuccefsful. 
God  fend  profperity  to  the  King's  righteous  caufe ;  and 
may  Great- Britain,  in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  war, 
prove,  that  the  combined  forces  of  Spain  and  France  are 
not  fufficient  to  eclipfe  her  glory,  or  to  cope  with  her 
ftrength. 

I  am,  bV. 

.      BRISTOL, 

Copy  of  Notes  given  to  General "Wall,  at  ourfirfi  Confer  encey 
Sunday  the  6tb  of  Dec.  1761.    "(A) 

.  Count  of  Fuentes  accompanied  the  Catholic  King's 
letter  to  his  Majefty,  with  the  ftrongeft  profeflion§  ofc 
friendfhip  from  Spain. 

The  King's  particular  delicacy  in  concerting  military 
plans,  to  avoid  hoftilities  towards  objects  that  could  give 
umbrage  to  his  Catholic  Majefty. 

How  notorious  it  was,  That  every  thing  in  the  King's 
councils,  which  could  tend  to  break  through  a  good  un- 
derstanding between  our  courts  (which  his  Majefty  is  fo 
anxious  to  preferve)  had  been  avoided. 

An  anfwer  concerning  the  treaty  ;  as  well  as  to  know 
the  intention  of  Spain,  with  regard  to  Great -Britain. 

Nothing  could  more  efFentially  give  a  real  fatisfaclion 
to  his  Majefty,  than  my  procuring  fuch  an  anfwer,  as 
might  contribute  to  the  continuation  of  that  friendly  in- 
tercourfe,  which  it  is  not  more  the  intereft  of  both  crowns 
to  maintain,  than  it  is  the  King's  fincere  defire  to  culti- 
vate. 

Copy 
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Copy  of  Notes  wrote  down  in  General  Wall'*  Clofet,  and 
given  by  me  to  bis  Excellency,  at  our  fecond  Conference, 
Tuefday  the  Stb  of  December,  1761.     (B.) 

Whether  the  court  of  Madrid  intends  to  join  the 
French  our  enemies,  to  act.  hoftilely  againft  Great-Bri- 
tain ?  or  to  depart,  in  any  manner,  from  its  neutrality? 

A  categorical  anfwer  is  expected  to  thofe  queftions  ; 
otherwife,  a  refufal  to  comply  will  be  looked  upon  as  an 
aggreflion,  on  the  part  of  Spain?  and  a  declaration  of 
war. 

General  Wall,  B.  Retiro,  10  Dec.  1761.  Tranjlation  (2) 
Moft  Excellent  Lord  -> 

My  LORD, 

Your  Excellency  having  expreffed,  to  me,  the  day 
before  yefterday,  and  being  even  pleafed  to  put  in  writing, 
That  you  had  orders  to  afk  a  pofitive  and  categorical  an- 
fwer to  the  queftion,  If  Spain  thought  of  joining  herfelf 
with  France  againft  England?  Declaring,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  you  fhould  look  upon  the  refufal  as  a  declara- 
tion of  war  ;  and  that  you  would,  in  confequence,  leave 
this  court.  The  fpirit  of  haughtinefs  and  of  difcord, 
which  dictated  this  inconfiderate  ftep,  and  which,  for  the 
misfortune  of  mankind,  ftill  reigns  fo  much  in  the  Britijh 
government,  is  what  made,  in  the  fame  inftant,  the  de-  . 

claration  of  war,  and  attacked  the  King's  dignity.  Your 
Excellency  may  think  of  retiring  when,  and  in  the  man- 
ner, is  convenient  to  you  ;  which  is  the  only  anfwer  that, 
without  detaining  you,  his  Majefty  has  ordered  me  to 
give  you.  The  indifpofition  your  Excellency  faw  me  in, 
fcarce  permitted  me  to  go  to  receive  the  King's  com- 
mands. 

May  your  Excellency  carry  away  with  you  all  the  hap- 
pinefs  which  correfponds  to  your  perfonal  qualities,  and 
the  conftant  remembrance  of  the  fincere  affection  with 
which  I  am,  praying  God  for  the  long  prefervation  of 
your  life, 
Buen  Retiro,  10  Dec.  1761. 

Mod  excellent  Lord,  I  kifs  your  Excellency's  hand, 
Your  obedient  fervant, 

Don  RICARDO  WALL, 


tSgwral 
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'General  VTzW,  Madrid,  10  Dec.  176K    (7)    Translation. 
My  LORD, 

My  uneafinefs,  ever  fince  the  moment  that  your 
Excellency  communicated  to  me  the  orders  which  you 
have  received  from  your  court,  has  not  permitted  me  to 
delay,  any  longer,  your  Excellency's  inftances,  full  of 
attention  ;  and  I  have  been  (notwithstanding  my  indif- 
pofition)  to  give  an  account  to  the  King,  my  mafter,  of 
the  laft  queftions  which  you  have  been  ordered  to  put  to 
my  court. 

Your  Excellency  will  fee,  by  the  inclofed  letter,  what 
are  his  Majefty's  fentiments  ;  you  know  mine  for  your 
perfon.  I  hope  to  have  the  honour  of  feeing  you,  and 
confirming  to  you  again,  by  word  of  mouth,  the  efteern 
and  the  refpect  with  which  I  am  perfectly, 
My  LORD, 

Your  Excellency's  moft  obedient, 

And  moft  humble  fervant, 
WALL. 

To  General  Wall,  Madrid,  Dec.  10,  1761.     Eleven  o'clock 
at  Night.     (4)     Tranflation. 
SIR, 

I  have  juft  received  your  Excellency's  letter,  dated 
to-day,  with  that  which  was  therewith  inclofed.  No 
one  can  be  more  fenfible  than  I  am  of  the  fentiments  with 
which  his  Catholic  Majefty  honours  me.  Receive,  Sir, 
my  acknowledgement  for  thofe  which  you  exprefs  for  me. 
I  defire  your  Excellency  to  caufe  the  Catholic  King's 
pafTports  to  be  prepared  for  me,  in  order  that  I  may  take 
the  route  of  Portugal,  in  confequence  of  the  inftru&ions 
which  I  have  received  from  my  court  to  retire  from  hence. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  refpecl:, 
SIR, 

Your  Excellency's  moft  humble 

and  moft  obedient  fervant, 
BRISTOL. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  the  Earl  of 
Egremont,  dated  Madrid,  Dec.  u,  1761.  Received 
Jan.  9,  1762.     Mofl  fecret. 

My.LORD, 
Having  anfwered,  in  my  public  letter  of  this  date,  fo 
exactly,  to  all  that  is  contained  in  your  Lordfhip's  moft 

fecret 
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fecret  one  ;  I  only  write  thefe  few  words  to  acknowledge 
it,  and  to  mention,  that  if  I  had  only  iignified  to  the 
Spanijh  minifter  the  King's  commands  (that  a  peremptory 
refufal  to  give  fatisfaction,  in  relation  to  the  categorical 
anfwer  j  or  that  the  not  difavowing  any  intentions  to  take 
part  with  our  declared  enemies  in  the  prefent  war,  would 
be  looked  upon  by  his  Majeily  as  an  aggreflion  on  the  pare 
of  Spain,  and  an  abfolute  declaration  of  war)  without, 
at  leaft,  not  denying  what  would  be  the  confequence  of 
Spain's  not  giving  the  anfwer  required  ;  I  mean  my  with- 
drawing myfelf  from  hence  ;  I  had  reafon  to  apprehend, 
that,  had  I  waited  to  make  known  that  refolution  till 
after  Oeneral  Wall  had  feen  his  Catholic  Majefty,  I  might: 
have  received  an  order  to  go  away  from  hence  ;  whereas, 
now  it  is  known  I  had  been  firft  commanded  by  my  own 
court  to  take  that  flep. 

I  am,  l$c. 

BRISTOL. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  the  Earl  of 

Egremont,    dated  Madrid,    Dec.  11,   1761.     Separate 

and  fecret.     Received  Jan.  0^   1762. 
My  LORD, 

In  obedience  to  the  King's  commands,  I  took  the 
earlieft  opportunity  after  Potter's  arrival,  of  writing  to 
Sir  Charles  Saunders,  to  Major-General  Par/low,  at  Gib- 
raltar, and  to  all  his  Majefty's  Confuls  in  Spain,  as  well 
as  to  Mr.  Hay,  that  he  might  give  the  fame  notice,  to 
thofe  who  are  in  Portugal,  in  order  that  every  one  might 
put  himfelf,  and  his  Majefty's  trading  fubjecls,  properly 
on  their  guard,  on  account  of  the  critical  fituation,  in 
which  our  court  then  flood  with  regard  to  Spain. 

I  have  in  vain  afked  leave  to  difpatch  a  meffenger  for 
Li/bon,  to  obtain  paflports  from  the  court  of  Portugal  for 
myfelf,  as  was  praclifed  by  Sir  Benjamin  Keene,  for  his 
journey,  when  he  left  Madrid  in  the  year  1739.  The 
order  for  poft-horfes  has  been  refufed  me ;  otherwife,  I 
had  prepared  the  feveral  letters  his  Majefty  had  com- 
manded me  to  write  to  Commodore  Keppel,  to  Sir  Charles 
Saunders,  and  M aj or- General  Parfotu.  My  houfe  is  fo  fur- 
rounded  with  fpies ;  I  am  fo  much  watched  myfelf  $  and 
fuch  ftricl:  orders  are  given  to  flop  every  one  going  from 
Madrid ;  that  even  if  a  perfon  would  confent  to  go  on 
this  errand,  I  could  not  truft  him ;  yet,  I  hope,  a  method 
I  have  caufed  to  be  taken,  will  convey  the  intelligence 

to 
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to  Gibraltar,  and  from  thence  it   may  foon  reach  Sir 
Charles  Saunders. 

It  is  not  in  my  power,  nor  could  it  be  for  the  fervice 
of  his  Majefty,  for  me  to  fet  out  fo  foon  as  I  wifh  to 
do,  in  obedience  to  the  King's  orders  ;  I  am,  and  have 
been  for  fome  time,  fo  much  out  of  order  with  a  return 
of  my  former  pains,  that,  were  I  to  begin  my  journey 
immediately,  I  mould  be  confined  in  my  bed,  in  fome 
village  near  Madrid,  without  a  poflibility  of  continuing 
my  route ;  therefore,  as  my  conftitution  has  already  fuf- 
fered  fo  much  by  this  climate,  I  hope  the  King's  cle- 
mency will  pardon  my  not  endangering  it.  As  foon  as  it 
Is  poffible,  I  will  not  delay  my  departure,  for  which  I  am 
£0  very  impatient, 

I  fhall  not  venture  fending  away  this  large  packet  of 
my  feveral  different  dated  difpatches,  till  I  am  out  of  the 
Spanijh  dominions,  left  any  accident  mould  happen  to  the 
bearer  of  them  ;  but,  I  fhall  directly  caufe  them  to  be 
fealed  up,  fo  that  they  will  be  ready  to  be  forwarded  at 
all  times* 

I  am,  &c. 

BRISTOL. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  BMo\  to  the  EarlofEgve- 

mont,  dated  Elvas  in  Portugal,    December  26,    1761. 

Received  January  9th,  1762. 

My  LORD, 

I  left  Madrid  as  foon  as  it  was  poffible  for  me  to  gtt 
together  what  was  neceffary  for  a  journey  in  Spain,  which 
its  fo  unlike  every  other  country  in  Europe  for  travelling. 
I  received  General  WaW%  final  anfwer  the  10th  inftant,  at 
eleven  o'clock  at  night  -9  and  I  fet  out  in  the  morning  of 
the  17th,  with  a  fever  upon  me,  which  I  had  had  at  leaft 
ten  days  ;  but,  as  the  pains  in  my  ftomach  had  diminifhed, 
I  determined  to  begin  my  journey,  let  what  would  be  the 
confequence  of  it. 

The  Spanijh  minifter  refufed  letting  me  have  an  order 
for  poft-horfes,  till  I  reached  Badajox,  the  laft  town  in 
Spain  ;  although  I  afked  for  it,  to  fend  a  meflenger  to 
Lijhon,  for  paflports  from  his  mod  Faithful  Majefty,  that... 
I  might  not  be  detained  upon  the  frontjers  of  Portugal. 

I  now  deliver  to  the  meflenger  Ardouin,  thofe  difpatches 
I  was  preparing  to  fend  your  Lordfhip,  even  before  the 
arrival  of  Potter^  as  well  as  the  letters  which  contain  the 
full  account  of  the  prefent  rupture  between  Great-Britain 

and 
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and  Spain;  and  I  (hall  write  to  Mr.  Hay,  to  caufe  a 
packet-boat  to  fail  directly  with  the  meflenger,  as  foon 
as  he  reaches  Lifion. 


I  am,  &c. 


BRISTOL. 


[It  is  not  improper  to  remark,  that  the  memo- 
rial which  the  court  of  Spain  returned  as  inadmif- 
fible,  is  not  among  the  preceding  papers.  Nor  is 
there  a  line  previous  to  the  memorial  delivered  to 
Mr.  Pitt  by  M.  Buffy,  July  23,  1761  ;  nor  is  there 
any  intelligence  from  Paris^  where  the  Family  Com- 
pact of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  was  negotiated,  and 
figned  by  Grimaldi.  An  extract  of  one  letter  only 
of  Mr.  Pitt's  is  inferted,  dated  July  28:  the  an- 
iwer  to  which  is  received  September  11.  Not  a 
fyllable  after  that  period  from  the  Britijh  court  to 
Lord  Brifiol  till  the  28th  of  October,  when  Lord 
Egremont  (who  was  appointed  fecretary  of  irate  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Pitt)  declares  he  opens  his  cor- 
refpondence. — How  can  this  be  the  truth,  when 
Lord  Brifiol  writes,  Nov.  .16,   1761,  '  The  mef- 

*  fenger  Ardouin  delivered  to  me  on  the  10th  in- 
c  ftant,  at  the  Efcurial,  the  honour  of  your  Lord- 

*  fhip's    difpatches  on    the    28th  pail,   with   the 

*  feveral  inclofures  therein  referred  to  \  and  by  the 
c  laft  poil  I  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  jsf  the 
e  fame  months  in  which  your  Lordfhip  informed 
6  me,  that  all  mine  to  the  21ft  of  September ',  had 

*  been  regularly  laid  before  his  Majefty.'j 

In  confequence  of  this  rupture  with  Spain  9  Por- 
tugal became  engaged  in  the  war,  upon  whofe  ac- 
count the  King  fent  the  following  .meffage  to  the 
Commons  on  the  nth  of  May,   1762. 

GEORGE  R. 

His  Majefty  relying  on  the  known  zeal  and  af- 
fection of  his  faithful  Commons,  and  confidering 
that  in  this  conjuncture,  emergencies  may  arife, 
which  may  be  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  be 

Vol.  VI.  L  attended 
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attended  with  the  mofl  pernicious  confequences, 
if  proper  means  mould  not  immediately  be  applied 
to  prevent  or  defeat  them  -9  and  his  Majefty  alfo 
taking  into  his  moft  ferious  confideration  the  im- 
minent danger  with  which  the  kingdom  of  Portu- 
gal, an  ancient  and  natural  ally  of  his  crown,  is 
threatened  by  the  powers  now  in  open  war  with  his 
Majefty,  and  of  what  importance  the  preferv^ation 
of  that  kingdom  is  to  the  commercial  interefls  of 
this  country,  is  defirous  that  this  hoirfe  will  en- 
able him  to  defray  any  extraordinary  expences  of 
the  war  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  year  1762  ;  and  to  take  all  fuch  mea- 
-  fures  as  may  be  neceffary  to  difappoint,  or  defeat, 
any  enterprifes,  or  defigns  of  his  enemies  againft 
his  Majefty,  or  his  allies,  and  as  the  exigency  of 
affairs -may  require. 

This  meffage  was  taken  into  confideration  on 
the  13th,  when  the  houfe  granted  one  million, 
which  is  placed  among  the  refolutions  of  the 
committee  of  fuppiy.     Upon  this  occafion  there 

Mr.  Gtover.  was  fome  debate;  Mr.  Glover  endeavoured  to 
mew  that  the  King  of  Portugal  had  violated  his 
engagements  with  the  Englijh  wine-merchants, 
whofe  complaints,  he  faid,  had  not  been  properly 
attended  to  by  the  late  minifter  (Mr.  Pitt)  ;  and 
therefore" he  thought  the  King  of  Portugal  had  no 
right  to  expect  any  affiitance  from  England. 

Lord  Gorge  Lord  George  Sackville  objected  to  the  fum  to  be 
granted,which  he  thought  too  large.  He  then  mewed 
the  difference  in  the  expence  of  Queen  Anne's  war 
and  the  prefent ;  that  though  in  the  former,  he 
faid,  we  had  near  180.000  troops  employed  on  the 
continent,  and  in  the  prefent  not  above  half  that 
number,  yet  the  expence  now  was  much  greater 
than  at  that  time,  which  he  thought  muft  be  ow- 
ing to  a  want  of  ceconomy  in  the  managers  of  the 
German  war.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  expence 
the  nation  had  been  at,  was  fo  great,  it  was  im- 
4  poflible 

I 
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poffible  to  raife  any  further  fupplies ;  that  there- 
fore, he  feared  he  fhould  fee  the  time  when  we 
fhould  come  to  a  full  (lop  for  want  of  money  to 
carry  on  the  war ;  that  he  bled  to  fee  his  country 
in  fuch  diftrefTed  circumftances ;  and  concluded 
with  hoping  he  mould  not  fee  the  time,  when  we, 
as  a  conquering  nation,  mould  be  obliged  to  afk  a 
peace  of  thofe,  who  ought  to  beg  it  of  us. 

Mr.  Pitt,  though  not  in  the  King's  fervice,  Mr.  puu 
fupported  the  refolution  of  the  committee  of  fup- 
ply.  He  began  with  pointing  out  the  neceffity  of 
continuing  the  war  in  Germany,  and  of  fupporting 
the  King  of  Portugal.  He  obferved,  that  in  times 
of  war,  connexions  with  the  continent  had  always 
been  found  political,  except  in  the  four  unhappy 
reigns  of  the  Stuarts. \  Then,^  turning  about  to 
feveral  perfons,  he  very  jocularly  faid,<You  who  are 

*  for  continental  rneafures,  I  am  with  you  -,  and  you 
6  who  are  for  aiTiilingtheKingofP^r/^/,  lam  with 

*  you  •,  and  yon  who  are  for  putting  an  end  to  the 

*  war,  I  am  with  you  alio  5  in  fhort,  I  am  the  only 

*  man  to  be  found  that  am  with  you  all.'  He  then 
enumerated  the  fuccefTes  which  had  attended  the 
Britifh  arms  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  the  im- 
menie  advantages  gained  in  our  trade,  which  would 
more  than  compenfate  the  great  expence  we  had 
been  at ;  and  which  he  obferved  was  a  confidera- 
tion  that  had  been  overlooked  by  thofe  who  were 
complaining  of  the  heavy  burthen  of  the  war  *, 
and  in  regard  to  contracting  the  expences,  he  en- 
tirely agreed  with  thofe  who  were  for  it,  and 
urged,  that  whoever  would  effect  this  falutary 
work,  would  deferve  the  higher!  encomiums  •,  but 
he  hoped  a  distinction  would  be  made  between 
contracting  the  expence,  and  contracting  the  ope- 
rations of  the  war,  and  defired  any  one  prefent  to 
*fhew  how  the  latter  could  have  been,  or  might 
ftill  be  done  with  fafety  :  he  then  remarked,  that 
he  did  not  find  any  lefs  expence  attended,  the  nation 
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now,  than  when  he  unworthily  held  the  Teals,  or 
that  more  was  done  •,  and  turning  to  the  Marquis 
of  Granby,  he  obferved,  that  he  knew  his  zeal  for 
the  fervice  of  his  country  was  fuch,  that  if  he  had 
received  his  orders,  he  was  fure  he  would  not  then' 
be  where  he  was.  And  as  to  what  the  noble  Lord 
had  faid,  no  one  doubted  his  capacity,  if  his  heart 
was  but  as  good ;  that  as  for  his  own  part,  he 
could  not  tell  the  realbn  of  the  continental  ex- 
pences  being  greater  now  than  in  Queen  Anne's 
time,  unlefs  it  was  becaufe  provender  and  every 
thing  elfe  in  Germany  was  dearer  now  than  then, 
and  wifhed  the  noble  Lord  had  explained  that  pare 
of  his  fpeech,  for  he  did  not  properly  know  what 
to  make  of  it ;  it  carried  a  fomething  !  a  fufpi- 
cion  he  did  not  well'underftand  !  but  if  he  meant 
that  there  had  not  been  fair  play  with  the  money, 
he  knew  nothing  of  it;  and  then  flretching  out 
his  hands,  and  moving  his  lingers,  faid  they  were 
clean,  there  was  none  of  it  ftuck  to  them  !  and 
that  he  would  fecond  any  perfon,  who  mould  move 
for  an  enquiry  into  the  money-matters  ;  he  was 
anxious  to  know  how  it  was  appropriated,  that 
tl\Q  whole  truth  might  come  out :  he  obferved, 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  faid,  he  bled  for  his  coun- 
try, and  he  did  not  wonder  at  it ;  that  it  was  his 
opinion,  he  ought  to  throw  his  body  at  his  Ma- 
jefty's  feet*  and  there  bleed  at  every  pore.  He 
then  represented,  that  in  confequence  of  our  with- 
drawing our  troops  from  Germany,  Portugal  and 
the  Low  Countries,  would  become  a  prey  to  the 
trench  and  Spaniards ;  that  in  point  of  policy  we 
ought  not  to  fuffer  it  •,  but  that  he  did  not  mean 
to  bear  Portugal  on  our  moulders,  but  only  to  fet 
him  on  his  legs,  and  put  a  fword  in  his  hand.  He 
affirmed,  that  France  was  almoft  a  ruined  nation, 
having  expended  in  the  laft  year  upwards  of  eight 
millions,  and  had  been  ftill  lofmg  :  that  he  knew 
the  finances  of  France,  as  well  as  any  man  in 

England  \ 
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England-,  and  that  we,  by  our  fucceffes,  were  re- 
paid for  our  expence  ;  that  it  was  wrong  and  un- 
juft  to  reprefent  Great-Britain  in  To  deplorable  a 
flate,  as  nnable  to  carry  on  the  war  (for  there  were 
always  ftrangers  in  the  gallery,  who  wrote  to  their 
friends  in  Holland,  an  account  of  what  paffed  in 
that  place,  and  the  Dutch  forwarded  it  to  the 
French)  that  it  was  well  known,  England  never 
was  better  able  to  fupport  a  war  than  at  prefent ; 
that  the  money  for  this  year  was  railed,  and  he 
would  anfwer  for  it,  if  we  wanted  fifteen  or  twenty 
millions  for  next  year,  we  might  have  it ;  he  there- 
fore ftrongly  recommended  the  million  as  defired  : 
that  he  knew  the  cry  which  had  been  propagated 
for  thefe  three  years  ;  You  won't  be  able  to  raife 
money  to  continue  the  war  another  year;  and  yet 
we  all  faw  the  contrary.  He  affirmed,  that  one 
campaign  might  have  finifhed  the  war ;  (alluding 
to  his  own  propofal  of  demanding  a  categorical 
anfwer  from  Spain.)  And  in  anfwer  to  the 
Gentleman  who  had  laid,  that  the  complaints  of 
the  Portuguefe  merchants  had  not  been  attended  to, 
he  infilled,  that  fo  far  from  it,  he  had  fpe'nt  many 
nights  in  confidering  them  ;  and  referred  that  Gen- 
tleman to  what  had  paffed  between  him  and  the 
Ambaffador  of  the  court  of  Portugal,  wherein 
thole  points  had  been  adjufted.  He  then  recom- 
mended union  and  harmony  to  the  miniftry,  and 
declared  againil  altercation,  which  he  faid  was  no 
way  to  carry  on  the  public  bufinefs,  and  urged 
the  neceflity  of  profecutihg  the  war  with  vigour, 
as  the  only  way  to  obtain'  an  honourable,  folid,, 
and  lading  peace  ♦,  and  proved  from  the  readinefs 
with  which  fupplies  had  been  granted,  there  would 
be  little  danger  of  a  (lop  on  that  account,  fo  long 
as  the  money  was  properly  applied,  and  attendee} 
with  fuccefs.  He  faid,  he  wiihed  to  fave  Portugal, 
pot  by  an  ill-timed  and  penurious,  but  by  a  moil 
efficacious  and  adequate  afliftance. 


150  >  Parliamentary     A.  1762. 

On  the  fixth  day  of  May,  1762,  the  thanks  of 
the  houfe  were  unanimoufly  voted  to  Admiral 
Rcdney  and  General  Monfion  for  their  important 
fervices  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  lad:  parliament  the  Com- 
mons addrefled  the  King  to  grant  a  penfion  to 
their  late  Speaker,  Mr.  Onflow,  in  confideratton  of 
his  long  and  eminent  fervices.  On  the  8th  of 
March  1762,  this  feffion,  the  fubjedt  was  refumed 
by  another  addrefs  to  the  King,  defiring  his  Majefty 
to  give  directions  to  lay  before  the  houfe,  an  account 
of  fuch  expences  as  had  been,  or  might  be,  incurred 
by  his  Majefty,  in  confequence  of  any  marks  of  his 
royal  favour,  which  his  Majefty,  in  confideratioa 
of  the  long  fervices  and  great  merit  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Arthur  Onflow,  Elq;  late  Speaker,  and  in 
purfuance  of  an  addrefs  of  the  houfe,  had  been 
pleafed  to  confer  on  the  faid  Mr.  Onflow.  And  on 
the  10th  Lord  Barrington  acquainted  the  houfe, 
that  to  this  addrefs  his  Majefty  had  given  the  fol- 
lowing anfwer. 

6  That  his  Majefty,  in  confideration  of  the  great 

*  and  eminent  fervices  of  Mr.  Onflow,  and  in  com- 

*  pliance  with  the  defire  of  his  faithful  Commons, 

*  had  thought  fit  to  confer  upon  Mr.  Onflow 'a  grant 
c  of  an 'annuity  of  3000  /.  per  annum,  payable  out 
c  of  his  Majefty's  civil  lift  revenue,  a  copy  of 
6  which  grant,  together  with  an  account  of  the 
c  money  already  paid  in  confequence  thereof,  he 
i  had    ordered   to    be   forthwith   laid    before    the 

*  houfe  j  but  it  not  having  been  in  his  Majefty's 
6  power  to  extend  the  effect  of  the  faid  grant' be- 
c  yond  the  term  of  his  own   life,  his  Majefty  re- 

*  commended  it  to  the  houfe,  to  confider  of  a 
'  proper  method  of  extending  and  fecuring  the 

*  fame  in  the  moft  effectual  manner,  for  the  benefit 
c  of  the  faid  Mr.  Onflow.9 

At  the  fame  time  Lord  Barrington  prefented  the 
faid  copy  ana  account  to  the  houfe,  whereupon  it 

was 
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was  refolved  nem.  con.  that  the  houfe  would,  on  the  . 
1 6th,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committe  of  the  whole 
houfe,  to  confider  of  the  faid  copy  and  account; 
which,  together  with  his  Majefty 's  faid  anfwer, 
were  of  courfe  referred  to  the  faid  committee. 
Accordingly,  on  the  1 6th,  the  houfe  refolved' it- 
felf into  the  faid  committee,  and  came  to  the  two 
following  refolutions,  which  were  next  day  agreed 
to  nem.  con.  viz. 

lft.  That  the  fum  of  2144/.  12  s.  3I  d.  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  out  of  the  aggregate  fund, 
to  make  good  to  his  Majefty,  fuch  expences  as  have 
been  incurred  by  his  Majefty,  upon  account  of  the 
annuity,  granted  by  his  Majefty's  letters  patent  of 
the  20th  of  April  ij6i,  to  the  Right  Hon.  Arthur 
Onflow,  Efq-, 

2d.  That  the  annual  fum  of  3000/.  be  granted 
to  his  Majefty  out  of  the  aggregate  fund,  to  com- 
mence from  the  firftof  January  ijo  ',  and  to  con- 
tinue during  the  lives  of  the  Right.Hori.  Arthur 
Onflow,  Efq-,  and  his  fon  George  Onflow,  Efq-,  and 
the  life  of  the  longer  liver  of  them,  to  be  lettled 
in  the  moft  beneficial  manner  upon  the  faid  Arthur- 
Onflow,  in  lieu  of  the  annuity  granted  to  him  by 
his  Majefty's  letters  patent  of  the  20th  of  April 
j  761. 

i  hus  we  may  fee  that  the  houfe  went  further 
than  had  been  recommended  to  them  by  the  King. 

The  reft  of  the  bufinefs  of  this  feffion  confided 
in  paffing  of  ads,  a  lift  of  which  it  has  been  ufual 
to  give  m  works  of  this  kind,  at  the  end  of  every 
feftion. 

A  LIST  of  the  ACTS  paged  this  Seffion. 

AN  Act,  For  enabling  his  Majefty  to  make  pro- 
vifion  for  fuppor ting  the  dignity  of  the  §aeen^ 
in  cafe  fbe  fh  all  furvive  his  Majefty. 

An  Acl,  For  a  land-tax,  at  4s.  in  the  pound. 
An  Act,  For  a  malt  tax. 
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1 52  Parliamentary     A.  1762, 

An  Act,  'For  repealing  the  compulfive  claufe  in  the 
laft  infolvent  acl. 

An  Act,  For  more  effebiually  preventing  the  excef- 
froe  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  for  home  confumption,  by 
laying  additional  duties  on  all  fpirits  made  in  Great- 
Britain,  or  imported  into  the  fame  ;  and  for  better  re- 
gulating the  exportation  of  Britilh  made  fpirits,  and 
for  fecuring  the  duties  upon  fpirituous  liquors. 

An  Act,  For  the  importation  of  falted  beef,  pork, 
and  butter  from  Ireland,  for  the  fupply  cf  alljhips  in 
his  May  eft fs  immediate  fer  vice  and  pay. 

An  Act,  For  granting  to  his  Majefty  certain  duties 
on  windows  and  lights. 

An  Act,  For  raifing  by  annuities  the  fum  of  twelve 
millions,  to  be  charged  on  the  finking  fund ^  &c. 

An  Act,  To  enable  his  Majefty  to  raife  a  certain 
fum  of  money  towards  paying  off  and  dij charging  the 
debt  of  the  navy. 

An  Act,  To  prevent  mutiny. 

An  Act,  For  regulating  the  marines  on  fhore. 

An  Act,  To  prevent  the  vexatious  proceedings 
againft  victuallers,  &c.  retailing  beer  \  and  to  fever al 
oiher  private  bills. 

[By  the  victuallers  bill,  a  penalty  of  50/.  is  laid 
on  every  perfon  mixing  ftrong  beer  with  fmall  or 
water  %  but  they  are  allowed  to  advance  the  price 
in  proportion  to  the  taxes,] 

An  Act,  To  explain,  amend,  and  reduce  into  one 
atl,  the  fever  al  laws  relating  to  training  and  govern* 
ing  the  militia. 

An  Act,  For  the  better  encouragement  of  feamen, 
and  for  the  more.fpeedy  and  effectual  manning  of  his 
Majeftfs  navy. 

An  Act,  For  relief  of  vaffals  of  eftates  in  Scot- 
land, which  are,  or  may  be  annexed  to  the  crown  on 
account  of  attainder. 

An  Ace,  To  render  more  effeElual  an  a 51  for  allow- 
ing a  public  reward  for  difcovering  the  longitude  at 
feai  fofar  as  it  relates  to  trying  and  proving  experi- 
ments 
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ments  relating  to  the  faid  dijcovery,  whereby  it  is  en- 
acled,  that  the  commiffioners  Jhall  continue  empowered 
to  hear  and  receive  propofals  for  difccvering  the  longi- 
tude at  fea,  and.  being  fo  far  fatisfed  of  the  probabi- 
lity of  any  fuch  propofal  as  to  think  proper  to  make 
experiment  thereof *,  they  Jhall  certify  the  fame,  with 
the  authors  names  to  the  commiffioners  of  the  navy, 
who  Jball  make  out  bills  thereupon  upon  for  my  fum 
not  exceeding  2000 1.  as  Jhall  be  thought  necejfary,  to 
be  paid  by  the  treajurer  of  the  navy  out  of  any  money 
in  his  hands  unapplied. 

An  Act,  For  the  better  fupplying  the  cities  of  Lon- 
don and  Weftminfter  with  fifto,  to  reduce  the  exorbi- 
tant pice  of  the  fame,  and  for  the  better  encourage- 
ment of  ffhermen. 

An  Act,  For  the  better  preservation  of  the  game  in 
that  part  of  Great-Britain  called  England. 

[By  this  ad,  after  the  ift  of  June  1762,  no  per- 
fon,  under  any  pretence  whatibever,  {hail  take, 
kill,  buy,  or  fell,  or  have  in  his  cuftody,  any  par- 
tridge, between  the  12th  of  February  and  the  ill 
of  September,  or  any  pheafant,  between  the  ill  of 
February  and  the  id  of  Otlober  ;  or  any  heath-fowf9 
commonly  called  black  game,  between  the  ill  of 
January  and  the  20th  of  Augujt ;  or  any  groufe, 
commonly  called  red  game,  between  the  ill  of  De- 
cember and  the  25th  of  July,  in  any  year.  This 
act  fhall  not  extend  to  pheafants  taken  in  the  pro- 
per fealbn,  and  kept  in  mews  or  breeding-places. 
Nor  fhall  it  extend  to  Scotland.  Perfons  offending 
in  any  of  thefe  cafes  aforefaid,  fhall  forfeit  5/.  per 
bird  to  the  profecutor,  to  be  recovered,  with  full 
coils,  in  any  of  the  courts  of  IVeJiminJler.~) 

An  Act,  For  naturalizing  foreign  protejlants  as 
have  ferved,  or  may  ferve  a  limited  time  as  officers, 
engineers,  or  foldiers  in  America. 

An  Act,  To  fettle  and  fecure  a  certain  annuity,  for 
the  ufe  of  Arthur  Onflow,  EJqs  late  Speaker  of  the, 
houfe  of  Commons* 

An 
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An  Act,  To  defray  the  charge  of  the  militia  when 
unembodied,  and  cloathing  the  militia  non-unembodied. 

An  Ad,  To  prevent  thefts  and  robberies  on  the 
river  Thames,  commonly  called  bomb-boats. 

An  Act,  To  widen  the  north-eaft  avenue  leading  to 
London  Bridge. 

An  Aft,  To  make  perpetual  an  aft  for  the  better 
regulation  and  government  of  feamen  in  the  merchants 
ferzice. 

An  Act,  For  granting  to  hisMajefiy  a  certain  f urn 
of  money  oat  of  the  finking  fund. 

An  Act,  For  the  better  payment  of  the  judges  fa- 
laries. 

An  Act,  For  paving,  cleanfmg,  and  lighting  the 
Jlreets  and  lanes  of  Weft  mi  niter. 

An  Act,  For  vefting  certain  mejfuages,  &rc.  on  the 
Jea  coafi,  in  the  counties  of  Kent,  SufTex,  and 
Southampton. 

An  Act,  For  enlarging  the  harbour  of  Liverpool. 

An  Act,  For  the  enrolment  of  deeds  and  wills  made 
l?y  Papifts,  and  for  the  relief  of  Proteftant  pur  chafers* 

An  Act,  For  the  more  eafy  and  fpeedy  recovery  of 
fmall  debts  within  the  town  and  county  of  Kinglton 
upon  Hull. 

An  Act,  For  importing  fait  from  Europe,  into  the 
colony  of  Nova  Scotia  in  America. 

An  Act,  For  repairing  the  harbour  of  White- 
haven, town  and  county,  for  regulating  the  carmen 
there,  and  for  Supplying  the  Same  with  water. 

On  the  fecond  of  June ,  1762,  his  Majefty  went 
to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
feffion  with  the  following  fpeech : 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
TheKhig'tc  f-ip\HE  public  bufinefs,  for  which  you  were 

*  JL  »  afTembled,  being  now  happily  concluded, 
'  the  advanced  feaibn  of  the  year  calls  upon  me  to 
c  put  an  end  to  this  feffion  of  parliament ;  which 

*  I  cannot  do,  without  exprefling  the  higheft  ap- 

6  probation 
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c  probation  of  the  zeal,  unanimity,  and  difpatch, 
'  which  have  fo  fignally  appeared  in  the  courfe  of 

*  your  proceedings. 

4  At  the  opening  of  this  fefilon,  I  informed  yon, 
4  that  it  had  been  my  earned  wifh  to  redore  the 

*  blefiings  of  peace  to  my  people;  but  that  it  was 

*  my  fixt  refolution,  with  your  concurrence  and 
4  fnpport,  to  carry  on  the  war  in  the  mod:  effectual 
4  manner,  till  that  defirable  object  could  be  ob- 
<:  tained  upon  equitable  and  honourable  conditions. 
4  My  fentiments  in  both  thefe  refpecls  continue 

*  invariably  the  fame,  and  I  have  the  fatisfaclion  to 
c  find  them  confirmed  by  the  unanimous  voice  of 

*  my  parliament. 

6  The  declaration,  which  motives  of  humanity 
c  have  engaged  the  Emperor  of  Raffia  to  make  to 
4  all  the  courts  in  that  alliance,  and  the  great  and 
4  happy  change  in  the  fituarion  of  my  ally,  the 
4  King  of  Pruftia,  gives  us  juft  reafon  to  hope* 
4  that  the  other  beliigerant  powers  may  be  induced 
c  to  entertain  the  fame  pacific  difpofitions.     On 

*  the  other  hand,  our  rupture  with  Spain,  not- 

*  withdanding  my  utmod  endeavours  to  prevent 

*  it,  and  the  violent  and  unprovoked  attack  with 
c  which  the  dominions  of  my  ancient  ally,  the 
4  King  of  Portugal,    are   threatened,    Sufficiently 

*  evince  the  wifdom  and  neceffity  of  that  firmnefs 
c  and  refolution  in  my  parliament,  whicn  have  en- 
4  abled  me  to  continue  our  military  preparations 
c  without  the  lead  interruption  or  delay  •,  and  con^ 
c  fiderably  to  augment  my  fleets  and  armies  in 
c  thofe  parts,  in  which  our  enemies  can  be  moll 
4  fenfibly  didrefTed.  The  fignal  iuccefs  of  my 
4  arms,  in  the  conquer!  of  Martinico,  and  the  ac- 

*  quifltion  of  many  other  valuable  fettlements  in 
4  the  Weft  Indies,  have,  under  the  bleffing  of  God, 

*  been  the  happy  confequences  of  thele  meafures* 
4  I  trull  in  the  Divine  Providence,  that  they  will 
4  be  attended  with  dill  farther  advantages,  until 

«  the 
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c  the  powers  at  war  with  us  fhall  be  difpoireci  to 

*  fuch  terms  of  accommodation,  as   the   dignity 

4  and juft  rights  of  my  crown,  the  future  fecurity 
'  and  commercial  interefls  of  my  fubjects,   will 

*  permit  me  to  accept  of, 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

*  When  I  confider  the  ample  fupplies  which 

*  you  have  granted,  I  cannot  but  lament  the  heavy 

*  burdens,  which  the  neceffities  of  the  public  fer- 

*  vice  have  obliged  you  to  impofe  upon  my  people. 

*  From  this  confideration,  I  have  endeavoured,  in 

*  every  inftance,  to  reftrain  my  demands  within  as 

*  narrow  bounds,  as  the  difficulties,  in  which  I 

*  found  rnyfelf  involved,  would  allow.     From  the, 
<  fame  motive,  my  utmoft  care  mail  be  employee} 

*  to  the  mofl  exacl  ceconomy,  confident  with  the 
6  fafety  of  my  kingdoms,  and  the  good  faith  and 

*  honour  of  my  crown. 

*  I"  return  you  my  particular  thanks,  for  the 

*  proof  which  you  have  given  of  your  regard  to 

*  me  and  my  family,  in  the  ample  providon  you 

*  have  made  for  the  Queen  ;  whofe  virtues,  and. 

*  affection  to  this  country,  will,  I  am  confident^ 

*  be  found  to.deferve  it. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*  I  have  the  fuUeft  perfuafion,  that  you  will  con- 
c  tinue  to  diffufe  in  your  feveral  counties  that  fpirit 

*  of  concord,  which  you  have  yourfelves  fo  ilea- 

*  dily  exerted  in  parliament :  and  you  may  be  af- 

*  fured  that  I  will,  on  my  part,  return  your  zeal 

*  and  affection  for  my  perlbn  and  government,  by 

*  a  confeant  attention  to  whatever  may  contribute^ 

*  to  the  eafe  of  my  fubje&s ;  and  that  it  is  my 

*  ardent  wifh,  to  found  the  glories  of  my  reign 

*  on  the  union  of  my  people,  and  on  the  welfarq 

5  and  profperity  of  thele  my  kingdoms.' 

T  H  £ 


THE 

SECOND  SESSION 

O  F    T  H  E 
Twelfth  Parliament  of  Great-Britain. 

This  Sejfion  was  opened  at  Wefcminfter,  on  Thurs- 
day the  25th  0/ November,  1762,  by  his  Majejlyr 
with  the  following  Speech  from  the  Throne, 


1 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

Found,  on  my  acceffion  to  the  throne,  thefe  Tfce  King' 

my  kingdoms  engaged  in  a  bloody  and  er-  p< 


c  penfive  war.  I  refolved  to  profecute  it  with  the 
'  utmoft  vigour ;  determined,  however,  to  con- 
c  fent  to  peace,  upon  juft  and  honourable  terms, 
6  whenever  the  events  of  war  fhould  incline  the 
'  enemy  to  the  fame  pacific  difpoiition. 

4  A  negotiation  was  accordingly  begun  lad  year, 
c  which  proved  ineffectual.     The  war  became  af- 

*  terwards  more  general,  by  the  refblution  of  the 

*  court  of  Madrid  to  take  part  with  my  enemy, 
c  notwithftanding  my  belt  endeavours  to  prevent  it. 

4  This,  with  the  unexpected  attack  of  my  natu- 
6  ral  and  good  ally  the  King  of  Portugal^  greatly 

*  affected  our  commerce,  multiplied  the  objects 
'  of  our  military  operations,  and  increafed  our  dh> 
6  ficulties,  by  adding  to  the  heavy  burthens  under 
c  which  this  country  already  laboured. 

*  My  object  fall  continued  the  fame,  to  attain 

*  an  honourable  peace,  by  purfuing  this  more  ex- 
'  tenfive  war  in   the  moil  vigorous  manner.     I 

*  embraced  therefore  an  occafion  offered  me,  of 

*  renewing  the  negotiation  ;  but,  at  the  fame 
<  time,  I  exerted  fo  effectually  the  itrength  which 
4  you  had  put  into  my  hands,  and  have  been  fo 

«  well 
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«  well  ferved  by  my  fleets  and  armies  in  the  exe- 

*  cution  of  my  plans,  that  hiftory  cannQt  furnifh 
4  examples  of  greater  glory,  or  greater  advantages 

*  acquired  by  the  arms  of  this,  or  any  other  na- 
4  tion,  in  fo  fhort  a  period  of  time.     My  General, 

*  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  and  my  army  in 
*~  Germany  1  have  gained  immortal  honour  by  many 

*  fignal  advantages  obtained  during  the  courfe  of 

*  this  campaign,  over  an  enemy  fuperior  in  num- 
1  bers.     The  progrefs  of  the  French  and  Spanifo 

*  arms  in  Portugal  has  been  flopt  •,  and  thacking- 

*  dom  prefer ved  by  the  firmnefs  and  refolution  of 

*  its  fovereign,  and  by  the  military  talents  of  the 
4,  reigning  Count  La  Lippe,  feconded  by  the  valour 
4  of  the  troops  under  his  command.  Martinicoy 
4  and  other  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  have  been 
4  conquered  ;  the  Havannab,  a  place  of  the  ut- 

*  moil  importance  to  Spain,  is  in  my  poflfeflion, 

*  and  with  it  great  treafures,  and  a  very  confidera- 
4  ble  part  of  the  navy  of  Spain,  are  fallen  into 

*  our  hands. 

4  I  cannot  mention  thefe  atchievements,  which 
4  reflect  fuch  honour  on  my  crown,  without  giving 

*  my  public  teitlmony  to  the  unwearied  perfeve- 
4  ranee,  and  unparalleled  bravery  of  my  officers 
4  and  private  men,  by  fBa  and  land  •,  who,  by  re- 

*  peated  proofs  have  (hewn,  that  no  climate,  no 

*  hardships,  no  dangers,  can'  check  the  ardour, 
4  or  refill  the  valour  of  the  Britijh  arms. 

4  Next  to  the  affiftance  of  Almighty  God,  it  is 
4  owing  to  their  conduct  and  courage,  that  my 
4  enemies  have  been  brought  to  accept  of  peace 
4  on  fuch  terms,  as,  I  truft,  will  give  my  parlia- 
4  ment  entire  fatisfaction.,  Preliminary  articles 
4  have  been  figned  by  my  Minifler,  with  thofe  of 
4  France  and  Spain,  which  I  will  order  in  due  time 
4  to  be  laid  before  you. 

1  The  conditions  of  thefe.  are  fuch,  that  there  is 

*  not  only  an  immenfe  territory  added  to  the  em- 

4  pirc 
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*  pire  of  Great -Britain,  but  a  folid  foundation  laid 
«  for  the  increafe  of  trade  and  commerce;  and  the 
c  utmofl  care  has  been  taken  to  remove  all  occa- 
c  fions  of  future  difputes  between  my  fubjedh  and 

«  thofe  of  France  and  Spain,  and  thereby  to  add    • 
€  fecurity   and   permanency   to   the  bleflings   of 
c  peace. 

c  While  I  carefully  attended  to  the  eiTentiaUin- 
e  terefts  of  my  own  kingdoms,  I  have  had  the 
c  utmoft  regard  to  the  good  faith  of  my  crown, 

*  and  the  interefts  of  my  allies.  I  have  made 
c  peace  for  the  King  of  Portugal,  fecuring  to  him 
6  all  his  dominions  :  and  all  the  territories  of  the 

*  King  of  Pruffia,  as  well  as  of  my  other  allies  in 
c  Germany,  or  elfewhere,  occupied  by  the  arms  of 

*  France,  are  to  be  immediately  evacuated. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
c  I  have  ordered  the  proper  eftimates  to  be  laid 
«  before  you  -,  and  mall,  without  delay,  proceed 
c  to  make  reductions  to  the  utmod  extent,  where- 
6  ever  they  may  be  found  confident  with  wifdorri 
c  and  found  policy.     It  is  the  greateft  affliction  for 

*  me  to  find,  that  though  the  wTar  is  at  an  end, 

*  our  expences  cannot  immediately  be  fo  much 
c  lefTened  as  I  defire  3  but  as  nothing  could  have 
<  carried  us  through  the  great  and  arduous  diffi- 
<■  culties  furrounding  us,  but  the  mod  vigorous 
c  and  expenfive  efforts,  we  mufl  expecl,  for  ibme 
c  time,  to  feel  the  confequences  of  them  to  a  con- 

*  derable  degree. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

c  It  was  impoflible  to  execute  what  this  nation 

c  has  fo  glorioufly  performed  in  all  parts  of  the 

c  world,    without  the   lofs  of  great  numbers  of 

c  men.     When  you  confider  this  lofs,  whether  on 

*  the  principles  of  policy  or  humanity,  you  will 

*  fee  one  of  the  many  reafons  which  induced  me 

'  to 
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c  to  enter  early  into  negotiation,  fo  as  to  make  a 
c  confiderable  progrefs   in   it,  before  the  fate  of 

*  many  operations  was  determined  ;  and  now  to 
c  haften  the  conclufion  of  it,  to  prevent  the  necef- 

*  fity  of  making  preparations  for  another  campaign. 

*  As  by  this  peace  my  territories  are  greatly  aug- 
€  mented,  and  new  fonrces  opened  for  trade  and 
c  manufactures,  it  is  my  earneft  defire,  that  you 

*  would  confider  of  fuch  methods  in  the  fettle- 
c  ment  of  our  new  acquifitions,  as  fhall  mod  ef- 

*  fectually  tend  to  the  lecurity  of  thofe  countries, 
c  and  to  the  improvement  of  the  commerce  and 
c  navigation  of  Great-Britain.     I  cannot  mention 

*  our  acquifitions,  without  earneftly  recommend- 

*  ing  to  your  care  and  attention  my  gallant  fub- 

*  jecls,  by  whofe  valour  they  were  made. 

c  We  could  never  have  carried  on  this  extenfive 
<  war,  without  the  greateft  union  at  home.  You 
c  will  find  the  fame  union  peculiarly  neceffary,  in 
c  order  to  make  the  bed  ufe  of  the  great  advan- 

*  tages  acquired  by  the  peace  •,    and  to  lay  the 

*  foundation  of  that  ceconomy  which  we  owe  to 
c  ourfelves,  and  to  our  poiterity,  and  which  can 

*  alone  relieve  this  nation,  from  the  heavy  bur- 
c  thens  brought  upon  it  by  the  necefTities  of  this 
5  long  and  expenfive  war.5 

A  committe,  as  ufual,  was  appointed  to  draw 
lip  an  addrefs  j  and  the  following  was  unanimoufly 
agreed  to. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

SS°nS  t'\KT^  your  MaJeiVs  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
c  V  V  fubje&s,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain 
f  in  parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to  return 
c  your  Majefty  the  mod  humble  and  hearty  thanks 
c  of  this  houfe,  for  your  molt  gracious  fpeech 
f  from  the  throne. 

c  Permit  us,  at  the  fame  time,  to  congratulate, 
J  your  Majefty  on   the   aufpicious  birth   of   his 

J  royal 


A.  1762.        DEB  AT  E  !  161 

royal  highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  re- 
covery of  your  ropl  conforr,  endeared  to.  this 
country  not  only  by  this  important  event,  but 
by  her  own  perfonal  virtues. 

*  We  acknowledge,  with  the  utmofc  gratitude, 
your  Majefty's  great  attention  to  the  welfare  of 
your  people  in  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the 
war,    and  congratulate   your  Majefty   on   that    } 
happy  effect  of  it,  the  profpect  of  fuch  a  peace 

as  may  give  (lability  and  permanency  to  the  blef- 
fings  we  promife  ourfelves  under  your  Majefty's 
mofi  aufpicious  reign. 

4  We  allure  your  Majeily,  that  your  faithful 
Commons  are  truly  fenfible  of  the  wifdom  with 
which  your  plans  have  been  concerted,  as  well 
as  of  the  fuccefsful  zeal  with  which  they  have 
been  carried  into  execution  by  your  fleets  and 
armies. 

*  The  refolution  and  intrepidity  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's army  in  Germany,  and  the  military  fkill 
and  diftinguifhed  activity  of  your  general,  Prince 
Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  which  have  obtained  fo 
many  fignal  advantages  over  an  enemy  fo  fupe- 
rior  in  numbers,  are  objects  of  our  higher!  ad- 
miration. The  (lopping  the  progrefs  of  the 
French  and  Spanijh  arms  in  Portugal,  and  the 
prefervation  of  that  kingdom,  by  the  firmnefs 
and  refolution  of  its  fovereign,  and  by  the  fu- 
perior  talents  and  able  conduct  of  the  reign- 
ing Count  La  Lippe,  feconded  by  the  valour 
of  the  troops  under  his  command,  are  events 
of  the  higheft  importance  to  this  nation  and 
its  commerce.  The  reduction  of  Martintco^ 
fo  glorious  to  your  Majefty's  arms,  and  the  ftill 
more  glorious  and  important  conqueft  of  the 
Havannah,  by  which  great  treafure,  and  a  very 
confiderable  part  of  the  navy  of  Spain,  are  fallen 
into  your  Majefty's  hands,  fpeak  the  wifdom  of 
your  councils,  and  the  valour  of  thole  employed 
Vol,  VI.  M  «  in 
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L  in  the  execution  of  thefe  great  commands,  and 

*  fill  our  hearts  with  gratitude  and  fatisfaction. 

*  The  public  teftimony  which  your  Majefty  has, 
c  therefore,  gracioufly  given  to  the  unwearied  per- 
c  feverance,  and  unparalleled  bravery  of  your 
c  officers  and  private  men,  by  fea  and  land,  to 
4  which,  under  God,  thefe  glorious  achievements 
c  are  to  be  attributed,  is  a  no  lefs  honourable  than 
6  deferved  reward  of  their  fervices,  and  muft  be 
e  an   additional  recommendation  of  them  to  the 

*  efteem  and  gratitude  of  their  country. 

6  Allow  us,  Sir,    to  thank  your  Majefty   for 

*  having  promifed  to  direct  the  preliminary  arti- 
4  cles  of  the  peace  to  be  laid  before  us.     And  we 

*  receive  with  the  greateft  fatisfaction  the  informa- 

*  tion  which  your  Majefty  has  condefcended  in  the 
6  mean  time,  to  afford  us  •,  and  from  which  we 
4  promife  ourfelves,  that,  with  your  Majefty's  do- 

*  minions,  our  trade  will  be  increafed  •,  and  that, 
4  all  occafions  of  future  difputes  being  removed, 
6  the  bleffings  of  peace  will  be  thereby  rendered 

*  permanent  and  fecure. 

4  We  return  your  Majefty  our  moft  fincere  and 
4  humble  thanks  for  your  great  goodnefs  and  ten- 

*  der  regard  for  the  welfare  of  your  fubjects,  in 

*  proceeding  without  delay  to  the  conclufion  of 

*  the  negociation  of  peace,  fo  expedient  for  this 
c  country;  and  for  your  gracious  intentions,  as 
4  foon  as  it  (hall  be  concluded,  to  reduce  the  public 

*  expences. 

<  Your  Majefty  may  be  afTured,  that  your  faith- 

*  ful  Commons  will  chearfully  aflift  in  the  fupport 

*  of  fuch  expences  as  may  be  ftill  necefTary,  with 
4  due  regard  to  that  ceconomy,  which  your  Ma- 
fc  jefty  recommends  to  us,  as  far  as  may  be  con- 

*  iiftent  with  wifdom  and  true  policy. 

*  We  will  not  fail  to  confider  of  the  moft  ef- 

*  fectual  methods  of  fettling  our  new  acquisitions, 

*  of  fecuririg  thofe  countries  to  us,  and  of  im- 

*  proving 


A.  1762.        DEBATES.  163 

*  proving  our  commerce  and  navigation.     And, 
c  lamenting  the  lofs  of  thofe  many  brave  men  who 

*  have  fallen  in  this  glorious  war,  we  will  pay  ail 

*  due  attention  to  the  fervices  of  thofe  who  yet  re- 

*  main,  by  whole  valour  thofe  acquifitions  have 

*  been  made.     And  we  will  continue  to  cultivate 

*  that  union  to  which  we  greatly  owe  the  fucceffes 
c  of  the  war,  in  order  thereby  to  make  the  beft 

*  advantages  of  peace,  and  lay  the  foundation  of 

*  that  ceconomy,  which  we  owe  to  ourfelves  and 

*  to  our  pofterity.' 

Next  day  (the  26th)  it  was  refolved,  that  a  con- 
gratulatory mefTage  fhould  be  fent  to  her  Majefty, 
on  the  aufpicious  event  of  her  Majefty's  delivery  1 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
of  her  Majefty's  happy  recovery  ;  and  to  allure  her 
Majefty  of  the  conftant  zeal,  duty  and  attachment 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Afterwards  the 
Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  commands  of  the  Houfe  of  the  6th 
of  May  laft,  he  had  fignified  to  Rear- Admiral 
Rodney,  and  the  honourable  Major-General  Monck- 
ton,  their  thanks  for  the  fervices  they  had  done 
their  King  and  country,  in  the  Weft  Indies  \  and 
that  he  had,  on  the  9th  day  of  Offober  laft,  re- 
ceived the  following  anfwer  from  the  honourable 
Major-General  Monckton. 

New  Fork,  Auguft  10,  1762. 

SIR, 

c  On  the  fecond  inftant  I  was  honoured  with 

*  your  letter  of  the  6th  of  May,  inclofing  the  re- 
4  folution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  that  day. 

*  So  honourable  a  teftimony  of  my  endeavours  for 

*  his  Majefty's  fervice  will  ever  be  held  by  me  in 

*  moft  grateful  remembrance  :  and  be  pleafed,  Sir, 

*  to  accept  of  my  beft  thanks  for  the  obliging 

*  manner  in  which  you  have  been  fo  good  as  to 

M  2  i  convey 
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c  convey  it  to  me.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
*  gieat  regard,  .      , 

'SIR, 
c  Your  moil  obedient  humble  fervant, 

c  Robert  Mcnckton* 
To  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  John  Cuft,  Bart. 

On  the  29th,  Mr.  Speaker  reported  to  the  houfe, 
that  his  Majefty  having  been  attended  with  their 
addrefs,  was  pleaied  to  give  the  following  anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

The  King's  Y  Return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this  very  dutiful 
■*  and  affectionate  addrefs  5  and  1 receive  your  congra- 
tulations on  the  birth  of  the  Prince,  my  fon,  as  a  frefh 
proof  of  your  attachment  to  my  per  fon,  and  of  your 
regard  for  the  §)ueen.  The  affurances  of  your  ready 
fdpport  in  fuch  expences  as  may  be  ftillneceffary,  afford 
me  the  higheft  fatisfaffiion  \  and  the  ratification  of  this 
preliminary  articles  gives  me  the  pleafing  hopes  of  foon 
eafing  my  faithful  fabj eels,  by  afafe,  honourable,  and 
permanent  peace,  of  the  heavy,  but  unavoidable  bur- 
thens they  have  fo  cheat fully  borne  during  the  war. 

The  fame  day  Lord  Frederick  Campbell  acquaint- 
ed the  Houfe,  that  the  Genclemen,  appointed  to 
attend  her  Majefty  with  their  congratulatory  mef- 
fage,  had  attended  her  accordingly,  and  that  her 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  fay  : 

Gentlemen, 
Queen's  an.  ar'HI S  new  inftance  of  '• your  attention  to  me,  and 
-*•     Duty  to  the  King,  calls  for  my  warmeft  acknow- 
ledgements :  the  profperity  of  this  nation  will  ever  be 
thefirft  objetl  of  my  wi/hes. 

The  fame  day  alfo,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Sir  Francis  Dafbwood,  Bart.)  prefented  to 
th^  Houfe,  by  his  Majefty 9s  command, 

Copy  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace,  figned 

at  FontainbleaU)  Nov.  3,  1762,  by  the  Plenipo- 

4  tentiaries 
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tentiaries  of  Great-Britain,  France,  and  Spain  \ 
and  tranflation  •,  and,  alio,  copy  of  a  declaration, 
iigned  at  Fontainbleau,  the  3d  of  November,  1J62, 
by  the  French  Plenipotentiary,  relating  to  the 
-•13th  article  of  the  preliminaries;  and  tranfla- 
tion, which,  being  read,  were  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table,  to  be  perufed  by  the  members 
of  the  Houfe. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  it  was  refolved,  nem. 
con.  that  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  be  given  to  the 
Earl  of  Albemarle ',  for  the  important  fervices  he  had 
done  to  his  King  and  country,  in  the  glorious  ex- 
pedition againft  the  Havannah-,  and  alfo  to  Sir 
George  Pocock,  Knight  of  the  mod  honourable 
order  of  the  Bath,  for  the  many  important  fervices 
performed  by  him,  during  the  courfe  of  this  war, 
and  particularly  in  the  glorious  expedition  againft 
the  Havannah ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  fignify  the 
fame  to  them. 

The  fame  day,  it  was  ordered,  nem-.  con.  that 
the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  be  given  to  the  Marquis 
of  Granby,  for  the  great  and  important  fervices  he 
liad  performed  to  his-King  and  country,  during  the 
feveral  campaigns  in  which  he  had  commanded  the 
Brilijh  troops  in  Germany  -,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker 
fignify  the  fame  to  him. 

On  the  9th,  it  was  refolved,  nem-  con.  that  the 
thanks  of  the  Houfe  be  given  to  the  Officers  of 
the  feveral  corps  of  militia,  which  were  embodied, 
for  the  feafonable  and  meritorious  fervice  they 
had  done  their  country  ;  alfo? 

To  the  Officers  of  the  navy  and  army,  for  the 
meritorious  and  eminent  fervices,  which  they  had 
done  their  King  and  country,  during  the  courfe  of 
the  war  -,  and  alfo, 

To  his  ferene  Highnefs  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick,  for  the  great  and  important  fervices  he 
had  performed  to  this  country,  in  the  feveral  cam-, 
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paigns,  during  which  he  had  commanded  his  Ma- 
jefty's  army  in  Germany,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker 
fhould  fignify  the  fame  to  them  reflectively. 

Then,  the  Houfe,  taking  into  confideration  the 
preliminary  articles  of  peace,  figned  at  Fontain- 
bleau,  Nov.  3,  1762,  and  declaration,  a  motion 
was  made,  and,  the  queftion  being  put,  for  the 
Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  to  take  the  faid  preliminary  articles  and 
declaration  into  confideration  ;  it  paffed  in  the 
negative ;  whereupon  the  Houfe  proceeded  to 
take  them  into  confideration,  and,  the  fame  being 
again  read,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  queftion 
being  put,  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented 
to  his  Majefty,  to  return  his  Majefty  thanks,  &c. 
&c.  a  long  debate  enfued. 

Mr.  Fox  took  the  lead  in  fupport  of  the  peace, 
and  Mr.  Pitt  was  at  the  head  of  the  few  who  dis- 
approved of  the  conditions.  To  his  honour  it 
mud,  be  mentioned,  that  although  he  had  been 
for  forhe  time  confined  to  his  bed  by  a  fevere  fit 
of  the  goutv  yet  he  came  down  to  the  Houfe,  and 
Mr.  put,  fpoke  near  three  hours  in  this  debate.  He  gave 
his  opinion  upon  almofl  every  article ;  fome  of 
which  he  approved,  and  others  he  condemned; 
but  his  greateft  emphafis  was  laid  on  what  related 
to  the  fifliery  ;  becaufe,  in  the  negotiation  with 
M.  Buffy,  he  had  contended  for  the  whole  exclufive 
fifhery,  but  was  over-ruled ;  and,  upon  the  whole, 
he  infilled,  that  the  terms  propofed,  were  inad- 
equate to  the  conquefts,  and  juft  expectations  of 
the  nation.  He  was  fo  infirm,  and  fo  afflicted 
with  pain,  that  when  he  could  ftand  no  longer, 
although  fupported  by  his  friends,  he  was  allowed 
•to  deliver  the  remainder  of  his  fentiments  fitting, 
a  circumftance  unprecedented.  Yet  fuch  was  his 
extreme  illnefs,  he  was  obliged  to  retire  before  the 
divifion. 

The  arguments  offered  againfi  the  peace  were 
briefly  thefe  :  The 
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The   furrender  of  thofe  valuable  iflands  Cuba, 
Martinique,  Guadalupe,  St.  Lucia,  was  cenfured  by 
thofe  who  difapproved   of  the  peace  with   great 
afperity.     They  infilled,  that  in  this  treaty  we  had 
loft   fight   of  that  great   fundamental   principle, 
That  France  is  chiefly,  if  not  folely,  to  be  dreaded 
by  us  in  the  light  of  a  maritime  and  commercial 
power.     That  therefore  we  had,  by  reftoring  to 
her  all  her  valuable  Weft-India  iflands,  and  by  our 
conceflions  in  the  Newfoundland  fifhery,  left  in  her 
hands  the  means  of  her  recovering  her  prodigious 
lofies,  and  of  becoming  once  more  formidable  to 
us  at  fea,     That  the  flfhery  trained  up  an  innu- 
merable multitude  of  young  feamen  ;  and  that  the 
Weft-India  trade  employed  them  when  they  were 
trained.     That  France  had  long  fince  gained  a  de- 
cided fuperiority  over  us  in  this  lucrative  branch 
of  commerce,  and  fupplied  almoft  all  Europe  with 
the  rich  commodities,  which   are  produced  only 
in   that  part  of  the  world.     By    this  commerce, 
faid  they,  (he  enriched  her  merchants,  and  aug- 
mented her  finances  •,  whilft  from  a  want  of  fugar 
land,  which  has  been  long  known  and  feverely  felt 
by  England,  we  at  once  loft  the  foreign  trade,  and 
fufFered  all  the  inconveniencies  of  a  monopoly  at 
home.     That,   at  the  clofe  of  fo  expenfive  a  war, 
we  might  very  reafonably  demand  fomething  to- 
wards our.  indemnification,  as  well  as  towards  our, 
Security.     It  is  evident,  faid  they,  that  our  con- 
quefts  in  North  America,  however  they  may  pro- 
vide for  the  one,  are  altogether  inadequate  to  the 
other  of  thefe  ends.     The  ftate  of  the  exifting 
trade  of  thefe  conquefts   is   extremely  low  -,    the 
speculations  of  their,  future  are  precarious,    and 
the  prafpect,  at  the  very  beft,  very  remote.     We 
ftand  in  need  of  fupplies,  which  will  have,  an  ef- 
fect, certain,  fpeedy,  and  coniiderable.     The  re- 
taining  both   or   even    one    of   the    considerable 
ffrcncb  iflands,  Martinico,  or  Guadeloupe,  will,  a»d 

M  4  nothing 
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nothing  elfe  can  effectually  anfwer  this  triple  pur- 
pofe.  The  advantage  is  immediate.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter not  of  conjecture,  but  of  account.  The  trade 
with  thefe  conquefts  is  of  the  utmoft  lucrative 
nature,  and  of  the  moil  considerable  extent  -,  the 
number  of  mips  employed  by  it  are  a  great  re- 
fource  to  our  maritime  power ;  the  monopoly  at 
home  is  corrected,  and  the  foreign  trade  is  reco- 
vered. And  what  is  of  equal  weight,  all  that  we 
gain  on  this  fyftem,  is  made  fourfold  to  us  by  the 
lofs  which  enfues  to  France.  But  our  conquefts  in 
North  America,  however  advantageous  they  may 
prove  to  us,  in  the  idea  of  fecurity,  (for  in  that 
refpect  alone  they  are  of  any  moment,)  are  of  very 
little  detriment  to  the  commerce  of  France.  On 
the  Weft-Indian  fcbeme  of  acquifition,  our  gain 
and  her  lofs  go  hand  in  hand.  They  infilled  upon 
the  Obvious  connection  of  this  trade,  with  that  of 
our  colonies  in  North  America,  and  with  our  com- 
merce to  the  coafl  of  Africa.  The  African  trade, 
faid  they,  will  be  augmented,  by  the  demand  for 
(laves.  That  of  North  America  will  all  center 
in  ourfelves.  Whereas  if  the  iilands  are  all  re- 
flored,  a  great  part  of  the  benefit  of  the  northern 
colony  trade  muil  redound,  as  it  has  hitherto 
done,  to  thofe  who  were  lately  our  enemies,  and 
will  always  be  our  rivals.  They  obferved,  that 
there  was  nothing  extravagant  or  overbearing  in 
this  demand.  That  though  we  mould  retain  either 
-Martinico  or  Guadahupe,  or  even  both  thefe  iilands, 
our  conquefts  were  fuch,  that  there  was  ftill 
abundant  matter  left  to  difplay  our  moderation  in 
the  ceffion  of  the  reft.  To  fay  nothing  of  our 
many  conceffions  in  the  filhery  ;  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa ;  and  in  the  Eaft-Irzdies  \  from  all  which 
great  provinces  of  commerce  the  French  had  been 
entirely  driven  in  this  war,  and  to  a  confiderable 
fhare  of  which  they  were  reftored  by  the  treaty. 
But  if  further  conceffions  muft  be  made  (for  which 

how- 
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however  they  faw  no  neceffky,)  let  the  prodigious 
demand  in  North  America  be  ibmewhat  contracted; 
by  this  method  we  lofe  nothing  to  our  commerce ; 
and  we  do  not  hazard  our  fecurity,  as  we  fhall  dill 
be  infinitely  iuperior  in  drength  ;  and  whenever  a 
war  breaks  out,  that  power  will  be  mod  fccure, 
whole  refources  are  mod  confiderable. 

The  following  are  the  principal  arguments  which 
were  offered  in  favour  of  the  treaty  : 

That  the  original  object  of  the  war  was  the  fe- 
curity  of  our  colonies  upon  the  continent;  that 
the  danger  to  which  thefe  colonies  were  expofed, 
and,  in  confeqilence  of  that  danger,   the  immenfe 
wade  of  blood  and  treafure  which  enfued  to  Great- 
Britain^  together  with  the  calamities,  which  were, 
from  the  fame  fource,  derived  upon  the  four  quar- 
ters of  the  world,  left  no  fort  of  doubt  that  it  was 
not  only  our  bed,  but  our  only  policy,  to  guard 
againd  all  pofiibility  of  the  return  of  fuch  evils. 
Experience  has  (hewn  us,  that  while  France  pof- 
fefies  any  fmgle  place  in  America,  from  whence  fhe 
may  moled  our  fettlements,  they  can  never  enjoy 
any  repofe,  and  of  courfe,  that  we  are  never  fecure 
from   being  plunged  again  into  thofe  calamities, 
from  which  we  have  at  length,  and  with  fo  much 
difficulty,  happily  emerged.     To  remove  France 
from  our  neighbourhood  in  America,  or  to  contract 
her  power  within  the  narrowed  limits  poffibie,  is 
therefore  the  mod  capital  advantage  we  can  ob- 
tain -,  and  is  worth  purchafing  by  almod  any  con- 
cedions.     The  friends  of  the  minidry  infided  that 
the  abfolute  fecurity  derived  from  this  plan,  in- 
cluded in  itfelf  an  indemnification  :  Fird,  by  fav- 
ing  us,  more  effectually  than  any  other  method 
could,    from  the   neceffity  of  another  war,    and 
confequently  by  giving  us  an  opportunity  of  in- 
creasing our  trade,  and  lowering  our  debt.     Se- 
condly, by  permitting  our  colonies  on  the  conti- 
nent  to   extend   themfelves    without    danger  or 
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moleftation.  They  ihewed  the  great  increafe  of 
population  in  thofe  colonies  within  a  few  years. 
They  ihewed  that  their  trade  with  the  mother 
country  had  uniformly  increafed  with  this  popula- 
tion. That  being  now  freed  from  the  moleftation 
of  enemies,  and  the  emulation  of  rivals,  unlimited 
in  their  poffefiions,  and  fafe  in  their  perfons,  our 
American  planters  would,  by  the  very  courle  of 
their  natural  propagation  in  a  very  fhort  time, 
furnifh  out  a  demand  of  our  manufactures,  as  large 
as  all  the  working  hands  of  Great-Britain  could 
pofiibly  fupply.  That  there  was  therefore  no 
reafon  to  dread  that  want  of  trade,  which  their 
adverfaries  infinuated,  fince  North  America  alone 
would  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  our  trade  in  every 
other  part  of  the  world.  They  expatiated  on  the 
great  variety  of  climates  which  that  country  con- 
tained, and  the  vaft  refources  which  would  thence 
arife  to  commerce.  That  the  value  of  our  con- 
quers thereby  ought  not;  to  be  eftimated  by  the 
prefent  produce,  but  by  their  probable  increafe. 
Neither  ought  the  value  of  any  country  to  be, 
folely  tried  on  its  commercial  advantages  •,  that 
extent  of  territory  and  a  number  of  fubje&s,  are 
matters  of  as  much  confideration  to  a  date  atten- 
«  live  to  the  fources  of  real  grandeur,  as  the  mere 
advantages  of  traOic  *,  that  fuch  ideas  are  rather 
fuitable  to  a  limited  and  petty  commonwealth, 
like  Holland^  than  to  a  great,  powerful,  and  war- 
like nation.  That  on  thtCt  principles,  having 
made  very  large  demands  in  North  America,  it 
was  neceiTary  to  relax  in  other  parts.  That  France 
would  never  be  brought  to  any  considerable  cefTiorn 
in  the  V/efi-Indies  \  but  that  her  power  and  increafe 
there  could  never  become  formidable,  becaufe  the 
exiftence  of  her  fettlements  depended  upon  ours 
in  North  America.,  fhe  not  being  any  longer  left  a 
place  from  whence  they  can  be  fupplied  with  pro- 
visions*  that  in  lofmg  fomething  of  the  fugar 

trade* 
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trade,  we  loft  very  little  elfe  than  a  luxury  ;  as  to 
the  other  produce  of  the  Weft-Indies,  it  might  be 
in  a  great  meafure,  and  in  part  already  was  fup- 
plied  by  our  pofTeffions  on  the  continent,  which 
daily  increafed  not  only  in  the  quantity,  but  in  the 
kind  of  its  produce. 

At  length  the  Houfe  divided.     When  there  ap- 
peared 319  for  the  addrefs,  and  65  againft  it. 

The  following  is  a  LIST  of  the  MINORITY 
upon  this  Divifion. 

A' Court,  Major  Gen.         Heytefbury 
Ancram,   Earl  of 
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Armitage,   Sir  George 
Afhburnham,  William 
Barrington,  Sir  John 
Beckford,  William 
Boulton,  Henry  Crab 
Borton,  Bartholomew 
Calvert,  John 
Calvert,  Nicholfon 
Cavendifh,  Richard 
Cholmley,  Nath. 
Cholmondeley,  Thomas 
Clayton,   William, 
Clive,  Lord 
Codrington,  Sir  William 
Coke,  Wenman 
Cooke,  George 
Dempfter,  George 
Dodd,  John 
Egerton,  Samuel 


Richmond 

York  City 

Haftings 

Newtown  Hants 

London 

Worcefier 

Camelford 

Hertford 

Tewkefbitry 

Wendover 

Aldborough 

Chefhire 

Marlow 

Shrewfbury 

Tewkejhury 

Oakhampton 

Middlefex 

Forfar,  &c 

Reading 

Chefhire 

Boroughbridge 


Fifher,   Brice 

Fitzwilliam,  Maj.  Gen.  John    Windfor 

Fonnereau,  Philip  Aldborough 

Fonnereau,   Thomas  Sudbury 

Forrefter,  Brook  Wtnlock 

Forrefler,  Cecil  Wenlock 

Cage,   Vifcount  Seaford 


Gafcoyne 
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Gafcoyne,  Bamber  Maiden 

Grenville,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Hervey,  John  > 

Hewett,  John 
Holt;   Rowland 
Honeywood,  Frafer 
Ladbroke,  Sir  Robert 
Long,  Sir  Robert 
Long,  James 
Mawbey,  Jofeph 
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am  town 
Wallingford 
Nottingham  county 
Suffolk  , 
Steyning 
London 
Wiltjhire 
Marlborough 
Southwark 
Metham,  Sir  G.  Montgomery  Kingfton  upon  Hul§ 


Eaft  Grinjtead 
Wigtown/hire 
Rutlandshire 
Rye,  Sujfex 
Guildford 
Wilts 

Nottingham  tow% 
St.  Ives 


Middlefex,  Earl  of 

Murray,   James 

Noel,  Thomas 

Norris,   John 

Onflow,  George 

Popham,  Edward 

Plum  tree,  John 

Praed.  H.  Mackworth 

Pro&or,  Sir  W.  Beauchamp     Middlefex 

Pollington,  Lord  Shoreham 

Powell,   Harcourt 

Rolle,  Denys 

Savile,   Sir  George 

Scawen,  Jatxies 

Sergiion,    Thomas 

Simpfon,    Sir  Edward 

Slingfby,  Sir  Henry 

Staunton,  Thomas 

Thomlinfon,  John 

Townlliend,  Charles 

Trifle,   Browfe 

Vincent,   Sir  Francis 

"Whitmore,  Lieut.  Gen.  WiL 

Walfh,  John 

Willy,  William, 

Woodley,  William 


Newtown  Hant$ 

Barnftaple 

Torkfhire 

St.  Michael 

Lewes,  Suffer 

Dover 

Knarefborough 

Ipfwich 

Steyning 

Great  Yarmouth, 

Totnefs 

Surry 

Bridgnorth  Salop 

JVorcefier 

Devizes 

Great  Bedwin 


TELLERS^ 
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TELLERS. 

Campbell,  Daniel  Lanerk/hire 

Wilkes,  John  Aylefoury 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  prepare  the 
addrefs,  which  was  next  day  reported  to  the 
Houfe  *,  when  another  debate  enfued.  Mr.  Legge 
faid,  That  the  union  of  the  whole  houfe  of  Bourbon,  Mr.  Leggei 
which  is  replete  with  reciprocal  advantages  to  both 
France  and  Spain*  is  not  even  attempted  to  be 
broken  by  this  treaty.  The  fifhery  that  is  granted 
to  the  former,  will  prove  to  her  a  mine  of  wealth. 
The  Weft-India  fettlements  which  are  reftored  to 
both,  will  immediately,  and  without  any  expence, 
put  their  commerce  upon  a  refpeclable  footing; 
and  in  a  fhort  time  furnifh  them  with  the  means 
for  maintaining  another  war  -,  while  before  our 
acquifitions,  which  require  great  funis,  great  im- 
provements, and  long  time,  can  be  made  even 
valuable  at  all,  we  {hall  have  this  dance  to  go  over 
again  with  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  upon 
our  backs. 

The  Houfe  divided  again,  when  there  appeared 
227  for  the  addrefs,  and  63  againft  it. 

The  following  is  a  LIST  o£  thirty -one  Gentlemen 
who  were  in  this  divifion  of  the  M  I  NOR  IT  Y, 
and  were  abfent  the  day  before. 

Archer,  Hon.  Andrew  Coventry 

Baker,  Sir.  William  Plimpton 

Butler,  John  Sujfex 

Burrard,   Henry  jjymington 

Buller,  John  Eafthoe*  Ccrnw^l 

Cavendiih,  Lord  George  Derby 'hire 

Cavendilh,  Lord  John  Rnarefborough 

Dummer,  Thomas  Lee  Newport,   Hants 

Fitzroy,    Hon.  Charles  Bury 

<jilmore,  Sir  Alexander,  EdMurghJhire 

Grey, 
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Grey,  Lord  Stafford/hire 
Legge,  R.  Hon.  Henry  Bilfon  Hants 

Lawrence,  William  Rippon 

Mellifh,  Jofeph  Grimjby 

Meynell,  Hugo  Litchfield 

Midleton,  Viiconnt  New  Shoreham 

Onflow,  George  Surry 

Pelham,  Thomas  Suffer 

Poole,  Sir  Francis,  Lewes 

Robinfon,  Hon.  Thomas  Chrifi  church 

Shelley,   John  Eaft  Retford 

Townfhend,  Thomas  Cambridge  Univerfity 

Vernon,  George  Venables  Bramher 

Villiers,  Lord  Tamworth 

Walpole,  Hon.  Thomas  JJhburton 

Weft,  James  St.Alban's 

White,  John  Retford 

Wilkinfon,  Andrew,  Aldborough 

Winterton,  Lord  Bramber 

TELLERS. 

Cavendifh,   Lord  Frederick     Derby 
Townfliend,  jun.  Thomas       Whitchurch 

So  that  the  whole  number  of  members  who 
avowed,  in  the  Houfe,  their  difapprobation  of 
the  peace,  ftands  thus  : 

Firft  divifion  -     6$ 

Mr.  Pitt  1 

Second  divifion  -      -    31 

97 

The  following  addrefs  (being  now  agreed  to)  was 
on  the  13th  presented  to  the  King  at  St.  James's. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 
Commons   '  *¥¥/  E  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
9*bift.      c    yy    fubjeas,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain, 
I  in  parliament  afiembled,   beg  leave  to  return 

6  your 
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yourMajefly  our  moil  humble  and  hearty  thanks 
for  your  mod  gracious  condeicenfiion,  in  ordering 
to  be  laid  before  us  the  preliminary  articles  of 
peace  concluded  between  your  Majefty  on  the 
one  part,  and  their  mod  Chriftian  and  Catholic 
Majefties  on  the  other  •,  and  to  allure  your  Ma- 
jefty that  we  have  confidered  them  with  our  belt 
attention.  And,  although  to  make  peace  and 
war  be  your  Majefty's  juft  and  undoubted  pre- 
rogative, yet,  knowing  how  agreeable  it  mud 
be  to  your  royal  mind  to  be  informed  of  the 
grateful  fenfe  your  people  entertain  of  the  jufticc 
and  wifdom  of  your  meafures,  and  of  your  un- 
wearied attention  to  their  welfare,  your  faithful 
Commons  are  impatient  to  exprefs  their  appro- 
bation of  the  advantageous  terms  upon  which 
your  Majefty  hath  concluded  preliminary  arti- 
cles of  peace,  and  to  lay  before  your  Majefty 
the  hearty  applaufe  of  a  faithful,  affectionate, 
and  thankful  people. 

' c  While  we  admire  your  Majefty's  prudence  in 
availing  yourfelf  of  the  fucceffes  with  which 
Divine  Providence  hath  bleffed  your  arms,  where- 
by your  Majefty  hath  procured  fuch  folid,  and, 
in  all  human  probability,  fuch  permanent  ad- 
vantages for  this  kingdom,  we  are  no  lefs  fenfi- 
bly  affected  with  that  humane  difpofition  which 
induced  your  Majefty  to  put  an  end  to  a  long, 
bloody,  and  expenfive,  though  glorious  and  fuc- 
cefsful  war. 

c  Your  faithful  Commons  will  take  the  earlieft 
opportunity  to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  the 
public  revenues,  in  order  to  eftablifh  the  beft 
oeconomy  for  the  future,  fo  wifely  recommended 
by  your  Majefty,  and  fo  neceffary  to  maintain 
the  kingdom  of  Great-Britain  in  that  great  and 
refpectable  fituation  in  which  your  Majefty's  for- 
titude and  wifdom  have  now  placed  us. 

I  We 
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*  We  are  convinced  that  pofterity,  from  their 
c  own  experience,  will  hereafter  agree  with  us,  in 
?  efteeming  that  peace  to  be  no  lefs  honourable 
4  than  profitable,  by  which  there  will  be  ceded  to 
c  Great- Brit  ainfach.  an  addition  of  territory,  attend- 

*  ed  with  fo  great  an  extenfrpn  of  our  commerce. 

c  We  therefore  beg  leave  humbly  to  lay  before 

*  your  Majefty  the  ftrongeft  fentiments  of  grati- 
e  tude,  and  to  allure  your  Majefty,  that  it  mall 
c  be  our  ftudy  to  improve  that  confidence  of  the 
c  people  in  you,   which  your  Majefty  hath  already 

*  fo  very  defervedly  acquired  from  your  conduct 

*  in  the  prefent  mod  important  juncture.' 

To  which  the  King  returned  this  anfwer : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
The  King's  J  Return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this  mo  ft  loyal  and 
X  affeflionate  addrefs.  Tour  approbation  of  the  mea- 
fures  I  have  taken  for  reftoring  peace,  and  of  the  terms 
on  which  it  is  to  be  concluded,  gives  me  the  higheft 
fatisfatlion.  'The  affetlion  and  gratitude  of  my  people, 
are  the  moftpleafin*  returns  I  can  receive  for  my  endea- 
vours to  promote  their  happinefs. 

On  the  1 6th  it  was  refolved,  that  the  thanks  of 
the  Houfe  be  given  to  the  reigning  Count  laLippe 
Buckeburg,  for  his  difmterefted  and  fpirited  con- 
duct, during  the  late  war  in  Germany  ;  and  for  his 
mod  important  fervices  to  this  country,  by  defend- 
ing the  dominions  of  his  Majefty's  faithful  and 
good  ally  the  King  of  Portugal ;  and  that  the 
Speaker  do  fignify  the  fame  to  him. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  1763,  Mr.  Speaker 
acquainted  the  Houfe,  that,  in  obedience  to  their 
commands  of  the  9th  of  December  laft,  he  had  fig- 
nified  to  his  Serene  Highnefs  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfwick  their  thanks,  for  the  great  and  import- 
ant fervices  he  had  performed  to  this  country,  in 
the  feveral  campaigns,  during  which  he  had  com- 
manded 
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manded  his  Majefty's  army  in  Germany  \  and  that 
he  had,  on  the  nth  inftant,  received  a  letter  in 
anfwer  from  Prince  Ferdinand,  in  "the  French  lan- 
guage, a  tranflation  of  which  is  as  followeth : 

From  Brunfwick,   27  Dec.  1762. 
'SIR, 
c  I  have  received  the  letter,  which  you,  Sir,  did 
'  me  the  honour  of  writing  to  me  on  the  9th  of 

*  this  month,  to  acquaint  me  with  the  refolution 
'  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great-Britain 

*  have  come  to,  to  give  me  their  thanks,  for  the 

*  fervices  which  I  have  been  able  to  perform  to 

*  Great-Britain,  during  the  time  that  I  was  at  the 
4  head  of  his  Majefty's  army  in  Germany. 

'  lam  infinitely  flattered  with  fo  diftinguifhing 

*  an  honour  j  and  I  intreat  you,  Sir,  to  exprefs 
c  to  that  illuftrious  body  my  lively  acknowledge- 
f  ments,  Tor  this  fignal  mark  which  they  have 
c  given  me  of  their  approbation. 

6  I  am  happy  to  exprefs  to  you  in  particular, 
6  upon  this  occafion,  with  how  much  efteem  I  am, 
'  I  SIR,    Your  moil  humble 

'  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

<  FERDINAND, 
c  Due  de  Brunfwic  et  de  Lunebourg? 
To  Sir  John  Cujl. 

Mr.  Speaker  alfo  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he 
had,  on  the  29th  day  of  December  laft,  received, 
from  Rear-admiral  Rodney,  the  followipg  paper, 
in  return  to  their  thanks,  fignified  to  him,  in  ober 
dience  to  their  commands  of  the  6th  day  of  May 
laft. 

Martinico,  Sept.  8,  1762. 
'SIR, 
c  I  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  to  acknowledge 

*  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  of  May,  in- 

*  clofmg  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

*  of  the  fame  date. 

Vol.  VI.  N  !  The 
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*  The  favourable  regard,  with  which  the  Houfe 

*  has  been  pleafed  to  look  upon  my  fervices,  de- 
4  mands  my  earlieft  and   moft  grateful  aeknow- 

*  ledgements  ;  but,  Sir,  I  claim  no  other  merit, 
4  than  having  been,  in  conjunction  with  Major- 
4  General  Monckton^  the  happy  inftrument  of 
1  executing    the    wife   meafures,    concerted    and 

*  directed  by  his  Majefty,  to  which  alone  are 
4  owing  the  valuable  acquifitions  made  to  his  do- 

*  minions  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

4  But  I  mould  be  infenfible  indeed,   Sir,   if  I 

*  did  not  receive  the  diftinguifliing  honour,   the 

*  Houfe  of  Commons  has  conferred  on  me,  with 
4  the  moft  fincere  and  moft  refpectful  thanks  ; 
4  which  I  beg  you  will  be  pleafed  to  fignify  to  the 
4  Houfe  in  my  behalf,  and  that  it  fhall  ever  be 
4  my  conftant  care  to  retain  the  deepeft  fenfe  of 
4  this  teftimony  of  their  regard  and  approbation. 

4  My  particular  thanks,  Sir,  are  due  to  you,  for 
4  the  polite  and  obliging  manner  in  which  you 
4  have  been  pleafed  to  communicate  to  me  the 
f  refolution  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  I  take  this  oppor- 
4  tunity  of  alluring  you,  that  I  have  the  honour  to 
4  be,  with  the  moft  fincere  refpect  and  efteem, 
SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  and 

moft  obliged  humble  fervant, 

G.  B.  Rodney. 

*  Right  honourable- Sir  John  Cufi^  Speaker/ 

On  the  28  th,  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe, 
that  he  had,  in  obedience  to  their  commands  of 
the  fecond  of  December  laft,  fignified  to  Sir  George 
Pocock^  Knight  of  the  moft  honourable  order  of 
the  Bathy  their  thanks  for  the  many  important 
fervices  performed  by  him  during  the  courfe  of 
this  war,  and  particularly  in  the  glorious  expedi- 
tion againft  the  Havannah  \  and  that  he  had  re- 
ceived the  following  anfwer : 

ma*- 
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Whitehall^  January  25,    1703. 
Mr.  Speaker, 
*  I  have  received   the   honour  of  your  letter, 
c  dated  the  fecond  of  December  lad,  inclofing  the 

*  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  of  the 
'  fame  date,   to  give  me  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe, 

*  for  the  many  important  fervices  performed  by 
c  me,   during  the  courfe  of  this  war,  and  particu- 

*  larly  in  the  glorious  expedition  again  ft  the  Ha- 

*  vannah.  Upon  this  occafion,  Sir,  I  cannot  fuf- 
4  ficiently  exprefs  my  thanks  for  the  great  honour 

*  the  Houfe  have  conferred  on  me,  in  taking 
'  notice  of  the  fervices  I  have  been  fo  happy  to 
'  render  my  King  and  country,  during  the  courfe 

*  of  the  war  againft  France  and  Spain  -,  I  am  ex- 
c  tremely  fenfible  of  this  diftinguiming  mark  of 

*  their  approbation  of  my  conduct,   which  gives 

*  me  the  greater!;  fatisfadtion,  and  will  ever  re- 

*  main  imprefled  on  my  mind. 

'  Permit  me,   Sir,   to   return  you  my  fincere 

*  thanks,  for  the  very  obliging  manner  in  which 
'  you  have  fignifled  to  me  the  fentiments  of  the 
4  Houfe  of  Commons. 

c  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greateft 
€  refpedl, 

<  SIR, 
*  Your  moil  obedient 

*  and  moll  humble  fervanr, 

*  G.  Pocock. 

*  Right  hon.  Sir  John  Cuft,  Baronet,  Speaker.' 

Mr.  Speaker  alfo  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that, 
in  obedience  to  their  commands  of  the  9th  of 
December  laft,  he  had,  by  letter  to  the  Colonel, 
or  other  commanding  officer,  of  .each  refpedtive 
corps  of  militia  which  were  embodied,  fignified 
their  thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  faid  corps,  for 
the  feafonable  and  meritorious  fervice  they  had 
done  their  country  j  and  that  he  had  received  an- 

N  %  fwers, 
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fwers,  by  letters,  from  mod  of  the  faid  Colonels, 
or  other  commanding  officers,  defiring  him  to 
make  their  grateful  acknowledgements  for  the 
great  honour  done  the  militia  by  the  notice  which 
the  Houfe  had  been  pleafed  to  take  of  their  en- 
deavours to  lerve  their  King  and  country. 

On  the  firft  of  February^  1763,  Mr.  Speaker 
acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had,  in  obedience 
to  their  commands  of  the  third  of  December  laft, 
fignified  to  the  Marquis  of  Grdnby  their  thanks, 
for  the  great  and  important  fervices  he  had  per- 
formed to  his  King  and  country,  during  the  feveral 
campaigns  in  which  he  commanded  the  Britifh 
troops  in  Germany ;  and  that  he  had  received  the 
following  anfwer : 

Warbourg,  January  12,   1763. 
SIR, 
«  The  honour  of  your  letter,  of  the  third  of  laft 

*  month,  was  not  delivered  to  me  till  a  few  days 

*  fince,  the  phyficians,  who  attended  me  in  my 

*  illnefs,   having  forbid  any  letters  being  given  to 
'  me  in  the  fituation  my  health  then  was :  This, 

*  I  hope,  will  plead  my  excufe  for  your  not  having 

*  received  an  immediate  anfwer. 

*  Though  I  cannot,   Sir,   be  vain  enough   to 
c  think  any  fervices  I  may  have  done  my  country 

*  can  have  merited  fo  high  a  reward  as  the  thanks 

*  of  the  honourable  Houfe,   yet  it  was  with  the 

*  utmoft  fatisfa&ion  I  received  them. 

c  I  fhall  beg  to  look  upon  them  as  a  mark  of 
c  their  approbation  of  my  conduct,  arifing,  I  hope, 

*  from  their  perfuafion  of  my  having  always  zea- 
c  loully  promoted  the  fervice  in  which  his  Majefty 

*  has  done  me  the  honour  to  employ  me,   and  of 

*  my  having  conftantly  endeavoured,  to  the  befl 
c  of  my  abilities,  punctually  to  execute  the  wife 
6  and  able  orders  I  received* 

4  *  I  muft 
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*  I  muft  beg,  Sir,  that  yon  will,   when  proper, 

*  return  the  Houfe  my  moft  fincere  and  grateful 
4  thanks,    for  this  great  honour  conferred  upon 

*  me,  which  I  {hall  always,  with  the  utmoft  grati- 
4  tude,   remember.     The  bed  return  I  can  make, 

*  will  be  a  perpetual  attention  to  the  interefts  of 

*  my  King  and  country. 

*  Give  me  leave,  Sir,  at  the  fame  time,  to  return 

*  you  my  particular  thanks,  for  the  obliging  man- 
4  ner  in  which  you  communicated  to.  me  this  high 

*  honour,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  the  greatelt 
4  regard  and  refpect, 

<  SIR, 
4  Your  moft  obedient 

4  humble  fervant, 
<  GRANBY. 
4  Right  honourable  Sir  John  Cuft,  Baronet,  Speaker 
'  of  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Commons.' 

On  the  8th  of  February ,  a  petition  of  the  feveral 
Attornies  and  Solicitors,  refiding  in  the  cities  of 
Bath  and  Wells,  and  counties  of  Somerfet,  fViltsy 
Hants,  and  Gloucefter\  and  other  cities  and  coun- 
ties within  that  part  of  Great-Britain  called  Eng- 
land, was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read ;  re- 
citing that,  By  an  act,  made  in  the  fecond  year  of 
his  late  Majefty's  reign,  for  the  better  regulation 
of  Attornies  and  Solicitors,  it  is  enacted,  that  no 
perfon  mall  be  permitted  to  act  as  an  Attorney,  or 
fue  out  any  procefs,  in  any  Court  of  law,  unleis 
fuch  perfon  (hall  have  been  bound,  by  contract  in 
writing,  to  ferve  as  a  clerk  for  five  years,  to  an 
Attorney  duly  fworn  and  admitted  in  one  of  the 
Courts  at  JVeftminfter,  and  fuch  perfon,  during  the 
faid  term,  fhall  have  continued  in  fuch  fervice  ; 
and  alfo  unlefs  fuch  perfon,  after  the  expiration  of 
the  faid  five  years,  fhall  be  examined,  fworn,  ad- 
mitted, and  inrolled,  as  in  the  faid  act  is  particu- 
larly directed  5  and  alledging,  thatvthe  petitioners, 

N  i  in 
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in  conformity  to  fuch  law,  were  refpeclively  bound 
by  articles  of  clerkfhipfcr  the  term  of  five  years, 
and  considerable  fums  of  money  were  advanced  by 
them  to  their  refpective' matters,  as  a  confideration 
for  the  education  and  inftruction  they  were  to  re- 
ceive, and,  upon  their  admiflion,  paid  a  duty  of. 
61.  to  the  Government;  and  that  the  petitioners 
always  apprehended,  that  the  preparing  convey- 
ances of  all  forts  has,  time  immemorial,  been  as 
much  the  bufmefs  of  Attornies  and  folicitors,  as 
commencing  and  defending  fuits  at  law  or  in 
equity,  but  that  part  of  the  petitioners  practice 
hath,  of  late  years,  been  greatly  reduced  by  the 
interference  of  fchool- matters,  parifh-clerks,  and 
others  not  fkilled  in  fuch  matters ;  that  the  peti- 
tioners apprehend,  that,  by  palling  the  aforefaid 
law,  the  Legislature  intended,  that  the  buflnefs 
and  profeflion  of  an  Attorney  and  Solicitor  fhould 
be  conducted  by  fuch  men  who  had,  by  their  edu- 
cation, gained  knowledge  and  experience  therein, 
and  which  would  prevent  the  diforder  and  confu^ 
fion  which  the  property  of  men  would  be  fubject 
unto  under  a  contrary  direction  ;  and  therefore 
conceive,  that  the  mifchief  in  this  particular  is 
equal  to  any  provided  againft  by  the  aforefaid  act ; 
and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  permit  a  bill 
to  be  brought  in,  for  reftraining  perfons  from 
drawing,  writing  or  ingroffing,  finifhing  or  per- 
fecting, any  deed,  conveyance,  affignment,  mort- 
gage, leafe,  articles  of  agreement,  awards,  or  any 
writing  or  inftrument  whatfoever,  to  be  written  or 
ingrofled  on  (lamps,  who  fhall  not  be  a  Barrifter  at 
lav/,  or  an  Attorney  or  Solicitor  legally  admitted, 
according  to  the  acl  above  mentioned,  or  perfons 
by  them  immediately  employed,  or  who  fhall  not 
be  of  the  Scrivener's  Company  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don ;  or  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  South  Sea  and  other  public 
Companies  or  Offices  5  or  employed  or  concerned 

in 
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in  bufinefs  relative  to  any  bodies  corporate  or  cof- 
legiate. — This  petition  was  referred  to  the  con fi- 
deration  of  a  committee. 

On  the  nth,  a  petition  of  the  Matters  and 
Keepers,  or  Wardens,  and  Commonalty,  of  the 
myftery  or  art  of  Brewers  of  the  city  of  Londonr 
was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read-,  ailedging 
that  the  petitioners  have  heard,  with  concern,  that 
complaint  hath  of  late  been  made  of  frauds  and 
abufes  in  the  making  of  vefTels,  whereby  beer  and 
ale  have  been  put  to  fale  •,  that,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent any  fuch  frauds  and  abufes,  the  petitioners 
have  applied  to  the  Coopers  Company  of  London  x 
and  have  requefted  the  faid  Company  to  put  the 
act  of  the  23d  of  Henry  VIII.  in  execution,  for 
preventing  the  frauds  and  abufes  above-mention- 
ed ;  but  the  faid  Company  have  informed  the  pe- 
titioners, that  fuch  act  is  become  ineffectual  for 
the  purpofe,  and  that  the  faid  company  intended 
to  apply  to  the  Houfe  to  make  provifion  for  ren- 
dering the  fame  more  effectual  •,  and  that,  if 
proper  regulations  were  eftablifhed,  for  the  due 
making,  gauging,  and  marking  of  vefTels  made 
for  fale  of  ale  and  beer,  and  fufficient  powers  given 
to  compel  the  obfervance  of  fuch  regulations,  the 
fame  would,  as  the  petitioners  conceive,  prevent 
any  occafion  of  Rich  complaint,  and  greatly  tend 
to  the  credit  of  the  brewery,  and  the  advantage 
of  the  fair  trader,  and  would  be  of  general  utility  •, 
and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  take  the  pre- 
mifTes  into  consideration*  and  make  fuch  provifion 
therein,  as  to '-them  mould  feem  meet. — This  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

On.  the  14th,  a  petition,  of  the  Gentlemen, 
Clergy,  Freeholders,  and  Farmers,  of  the  county 
of  Worcefter,  whofe  names  were  thereunto  fub- 
fcribed,  was  preiented  to  the  Houfe  and  read  | 
lectin g  forth  that,  as  the  laws  now  ftand  ,the  peti- 

N  4  tioner.i 
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doners  are  retrained  by  certain  penalties  from 
drawing  waggons,  or  wains,  having  wheels  of  lefs. 
breadth  than  nine  inches,  with  more  than  four 
horfes  or  four  oxen,  upon  any  turnpike  road, 
which  the  petitioners  have  found  very  inconveni- 
ent and  diftreffing  to  them  in  their  carrying  on  of 
their  husbandry  and  farming  bufinefs ;  and  there- 
fore praying  the  Houfe  to  take  the  premhTes  into 
confideration,  and  to  grant  the  petitioners  fuch 
relief,  and  under  fuch  regulations,  as  to  the  Houfe 
fhould  appear  reafonable. — This  petition  was  refer- 
red ta  the  confideration  of  a  committee. 

On  the  19th,  a  petition,  figned  by  Robert  Tur- 
lington and  William  Sherratt,  furviving  owners  and 
managers  of 'the  Antigallkan  late  private  fhip  of  war, 
In  behalf  of  themfeives,  the  proprietors,  officers, 
and  crew  of  the  faid  fhip,  and  their  lawful  prize 
the  Penthievre,  a  French  fhip,  from  China,  was 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  and  read;  fetting  forth, 
that  the  petitioners  and  others  did,  at  a  great  ex- 
pence,  fit  out  the  Antigallkan  private  fhip  of  war, 
of  which  William  Fojter  was  commander ;  that  the 
faid  Captain  Fofter  having  taken  a  prize  called  the 
Penthievre^  carried  it  into  Cadiz,  where  it  was  un- 
juftly,  as  the  petitioners  aliedge,  taken  from  the 
captors,  and  delivered  up  to  the  French :  The 
petitioners  therefore  pray  the  Houfe  to  take  their 
cafe  into  confideration,  and  grant  them  fuch  relief 
as  to  the  Houfe  mould  feem  meet. — This  petition 
was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

On  the  21ft,  Mr.  TownJIoend  reported,  from  the 
committee,  who  were  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
Hate  of  the  private  mad-houfes  in  this  kingdom, 
that  they  had  confined  themfeives  in  their  delibe- 
rations to  two  points,  viz.  ift,  The  manner  of 
admitting  perfons  into  houfes  now  kept  for  the 
reception  of  lunatics  ;  and,  2dly,  The  treatment 
of  them,  during  their  confinement. 

The 
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The  nrft  perfon  who  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee,  was  Mrs.  Hefter  Williams,  complaining  of 
her  having  been  carried  by  ftratagem,  to  a  houfe 
kept  for  the  reception  of  lunatics,  and  of  the 
fevere  treatment  fhe  received  during  her  confine- 
ment ;  but,  the  committee  having  no  reafon  to 
conclude,  either  from  her  own  Hate  of  her  cafe, 
or  from  the  witnefTes  which  fhe  brought  in  fupport 
of  it,  or  from  other  perfons  attending  to  prove 
her  actual  infanity  at  the  time  of  her  being  carried 
to  the  mad-houfe,  that  her  cafe  has  been  fuch  as 
to  be  itfelf  any  conclufive  proof  of  abufe  in  the 
method  of  admifTion  to  thefe  houfes,  on  to  be  a 
fufficient  ground  for  the  interpofition  of  the  Le- 
giflature,  they  prefumed  to  pafs  curforily  over  a 
complaint,  in  itfelf  very  general,  affecting  the 
characters  of  perfons  of  fair  character  in  private 
life,  and  materially  contradicted,  in  the  facts  and  . 
allegations  of  it,  by  many  witnefles  of  weight  and 
authority. 

The  next  complainant  was  Mrs.  Hawley,  who 
reprefented  her  cafe  as  follows :  That,  being,  on 
the  5th  of  September  1762,  invited,  in  an  affec- 
tionate letter,  by  her  mother  and  hufband,  to  go 
upon  a  party  of  pleafure  to  Turnham-Green,  fhe 
was,  by  them,  carried  to  a  mad-houfe  at  Chelfea9 
kept  by  Turlington  :  That,  upon  her  being  carried 
into  the  houfe,  fhe  kneeled  down  and  exhorted 
the  keeper  to  let  her  go  ;  who  refufed  her,  upon 
the  authority  of  her  mother  directing  him  to  keep 
her  confined :  That  fhe  was  kept  up  night  and 
day  in  a  chamber  locked  and  barricadoed  j  refufed 
the  ufe  of  pen  and  paper ;  no  notice  permitted  to 
be  carried  to  any  relation  or  friend ;  and  treated 
with  feverity :  That,  during  the  whole  time,  fhe 
was  never  vifited  by  her  mother,  nor  ever  defired 
to  take  any  medicines  whatever-,  and  that  fhe  con- 
tinued under  confinement  in  the  faid  houfe  till  the 
4th  of  Q5lober\  when  fhe  was,  in  purfuance  of  a 

writ 
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writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  granted  by  Lord  Mansfield* 
carried  before  his  Lordihip,  who  difcharged  her. 

In  fupport  of  .this  reprefentation,  Mrs.  Hawley, 
called  Mr,  La  iottune^  who  declared,  that  he  had 
known  Mrs.  Hawley  for  above  two  years  pair.  ,, 
that,  on  the  5th  of  September \  the  day  of  her  con- 
finement, Ihe  had  dined  at  his  houfe,  and  that  fhe 
then  told  him,  that  me  had  received  an  affectionate 
letter  from  her  mother,  defiring  her  to  go  with, 
her  upon  a  party  to  Turnbam-Green  -,  that  he  ad- 
vifed  her  not  to  truft  too  much  to  fudden  changes 
of  temper,  and  to  be  upon  her  guard  -,  that,  upon 
his  flarting  this  objection,1  fhe  defired  him,  in  cafe 
fhe  was  abfent  more  than  two  days,  to  inquire 
after  her;  and  that,  upon  inquiring  for  her, 
and  being  told  me  was  gone  to  Si  on,  and  upon 
going  to  Sion  without  finding  her  there,  he  fufpecT- 
ed  fne  was  put  into  a  mad-houfe;  upon  which  he 
applied  to  Lord  Mansfield  for  a  Habeas  Corpus,  who 
refufed  the  writ,  upon  the  fuggeftion  that  he  was, 
not  a  relation;  but,  at  the  lame  time,  ordered 
Dr.  Riddle,  a  fursjeon  in  Marlborough- Street*  to, 
vifit  Mrs.  Hawley. 

To  purfue  the  thread  of  this  evidence,  Mr.  Rid- 
die  was  called  before  the  committee ;  who  faid, 
that,  upon  being  ordered  to  go  to  Turlington's.. 
mad-houfe  at  Chelfea,  and  vifit.  Mrs.  Hawley,  he 
was  refufed  admittance,  and  allured  that  no  fuch 
perfon  was  there  ;  that,  during  the  difpute,  Mrs. 
Hawley  coming  to  the  window,  he  Jaw  her  and 
fpoke  to  her  •,  that,  on  his  return  to  Lord  Manfi- 
field,  he  informed  his  Lordfhip  of  what  had  hap- 
pened, and  declared  he  believed.  Mrs.  Hawley  to 
be  in  her  fenfes. 

Mrs.  Hawley  having  been  aiked,  Whether  fhe 
knew  of  any  other  perfons  in  the  fame  circum- 
fiances  with  herfelf,  confined  in  the  fame  houfe  ?. 
and,  fhe  naming  Mrs.,  Smith,  the  committee 
thought  it  necefTar.y  to  order  her  to  attend, 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Smith  informed  the  committee,  that  (he 
had  been  carried  to  Turlington's  mad-houfe  by  her 
hufband,  who  left  her  there  with  an  arTurance  that 
he  would  return  very  foon  ;  that  Mr.  King,  the 
keeper  of  the  houfe,  told  her,  that  her  hufband 
had  taken  this  lodging  for  that  night ;  and  that 
her  hufband  wrote  a  letter  to  her,  which  (he  received 
the  next  day,  that  he  was  glad  that  he  had  left 
her  in  fo  pleafant  a  fituation  •,  to  which  fhe  returned 
no  anfwer :  That  (lie  was  told,  from  time  to  time, 
fhe  mud  make  herfelf  eafy ;  that  fhe  fhould  have 
been  happy  to  have  put  an  end  to  her  confinement; 
and  that  it  was  now  two  years  fince  fhe  had  been 
carried  to  this  houfe.  She  added,  that,  during 
her  confinement,  fhe  had  been  attended  by  no 
phyfician  or  apothecary  whatever. 

The  next  peribn  who  attended  the  committee 
was  Mrs.  Durant,  who  complained  that,  about 
eight  years  ago,  fhe  was  carried  to  Miles's  mad- 
houfe  at  Hoxton,  and  that,  during  her  confinement 
there,;  fhe  was  ordered  no  medicines,  nor  attended 
by  any  body,  That  fhe  was  refufed  all  opportu- 
nity of  fending  to  her  friends,  during  the  three 
weeks  of  her  confinement;  and  that  fhe  was  re- 
leafed  by  her  mother,  attended  by  Mr.  Lediard,  a 
juftice  of  the  peace,  upon  whofe  arrival,  as  Mrs. 
Durant  alledges,  her  chains  were  privately  knocked 
off.  Mrs.  Gold,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Durant,  in- 
formed the  committee,  that,  upon  receiving  an 
anonymous  letter,  giving  her  an  account  that  her 
daughter  went  away  about  three  weeks  before  with 
her  hufband,  and  had  not  fince  been  heard  of,  fhe 
applied  to  her  fon-in-law,  infilling  on  knowing  from 
him  where  her  daughter  was ;  that,  upon  his  re- 
fufal  to  give  her  any  fatisfaetory  account  of  his 
wife,  fhe  applied  to  Mr.  Lediard,  a  juftice  of  the 
peace,  who  drew  from  Mr.  Durant  a  confeffion, 
that  his  wife  was  gone  to  Miles' 's  mad-houfe  at 
Hoxton  \  and  that,  upon  the  mother  and  the  juftice 


going 
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going  to  Miles' 's,  they  were  refufed  the  fight  of 
Mrs.  Durant,  upon  the  pretence  that  Mr.  Miles 
was  not  at  home,  until,  upon  Mr.  Lediard  being 
underftood  by  the  perfon  of  the  houfe  to  be  a  ma- 
giftrate,  they  were  admitted.  Mrs.  Durant  was 
then  brought  into  the  parlour,  where  Mrs.  Miles 
confeffed  to  Mr.  Lediard,  that  fhe  did  not  think 
her  mad,  and  thats  on  the  contrary,  (lie  was  con- 
fined there  only  by  her  hufband's  order. 

Mr.  Morrifon  attending,  at  the  defire  of  Mrs. 
Durante  to  prove  that  fhe  was  not  infane  at  the 
time  of  her  being  forced  into  confinement,  he  de- 
clared, that  he  was  at  Mrs.  Gold's,  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  Durante  when  the  anonymous  letter  came, 
informing  her  of  her  daughter's  confinement  •, 
that  he  had  feen  Mrs.  Durant  frequently  near  the 
time  of  her  being  carried  into  confinement,  and 
never  had  the  leafk  doubt  of  her  being  in  her 
fenfes  •,  that  he  was  prefent  when  Mrs.  Gold  re- 
ceived the  anonymous  letter,  and  advifed  her  to 
look  after  her  daughter  ;  that  he  was  alfo  prefent 
the  nest  day,  when  the  converfation  paffed  between 
Mrs.  Gold,  Mr.  Lediard,  and  Mr.  Durant,  in  which 
Mr.  Durant  acknowledged  his  wife  was  in  a  mad- 
houfe,  and  that,  being  prefent  alio  when  Mr.  Le- 
diard and  Mrs.  Gold  returned  from  the  mad-houfe, 
he  then  faw  Mrs.  Durant,  who  had  no  marks  what- 
ever of  any  degree  of  infanity,  and  that  Mr.  Du- 
rant, the  hufband,  and  his  wife,  did  then  and 
there  make  up  all  difagreemerits  at  his  interpo- 
lation. 

Hereupon,  Turlington  and  Miles  being  ordered 
to  attend,  Turlington  informed  the  committee,  that 
he  kept  a  houfe  at  Chelfea,  for  the  reception  of 
lunatics,  but  ufually  left  the  management  of  it, 
and  the  admiffion  of  patients,  to  Mr.  King,  his 


agent. 


Upon  being  affced,  What  inftruclions  he  gave  to 
Mr.  King,  in  refpecl  to  the  admhTion  of  perfons  ?  He 

avowed  j 
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avowed,  that  the  rule  was  general,  to  admit  all 
perfons  who  were  brought  •,  and  that,  though  the 
houfe  was  intended  for  the  reception  of  lunatics, 
other  perfons  were  admitted  as  lodgers  •,  that  no 
phyficians  attended  the  houfe  ;  that  no  regifter 
of  the  perfons  was  kept ;  that  he  confidered  Mrs, 
Smith  merely  as  a  boarder ;  and  that  he  took  her 
into  confinement  merely  at  the  defire  of  her  huf- 
band,  who  alledged,  that  the  neighbours  were 
afraid  (he  would  fet  the  houfe  on  fire ;  that  he  re- 
ceived fix  guineas  a  quarter  for  her  maintenance  ; 
and  that  it  was  not  in  her  power  to  go  out  of  the 
houfe,  if  fhe  would.  He  alfo  acknowledged,  that 
he  remembered  Mrs.  Hawley,  whom  he  faid  he 
believed  to  have  been  a  lunatic,  and  that  fhe  was 
releafed  by  a  Habeas  Corpus,  directed  to  Mr.  King\ 
but  denied,  in  general,  the  feverities  charged  upon 
the  houfe  by  other  witneifes,  and  exprefsly  aiTert- 
ed,  that  chains  were  never  uled. 

Mr.  Turlington  having,  in  defence  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  his  houfe,  referred  himfelf  to  Mr, 
King,  the  committee  thought  it  neceflary  to  fum- 
mon  him. 

Mr.  King  faid  he  had  been  in  the  wool  trade  \ 
but,  for  fix  years  pad,  had  been  employed  by 
Mr.  Turlington  to  keep  his  mad-houfe;  that  he 
had  received  no  written  directions  from  Mr.  Tur- 
lington ;  that  he  found  feveral  patients  in  the  houfe, 
on  his  being  employed,  and  all  lunatics ;  that, 
fince  his  being  employed,  he  had  admitted  feveral 
for  drunkennefs,  and  for  other  reafons  of  the  fame 
fort,  alledged  by  their  friends  or  relations  bring- 
ing them,  which  he  had  always  thought  a  fufficient 
authority.  And,  as  to  the  treatment  of  the  per- 
fons confined,  he  faid.,  that  they  had  the  liberty  of 
walking  in  the  garden,  and  paffmgfrom  one  room 
to  another;  and,  as  to  their  diet  and  apartments, 
they  were  according  to  the  allowance  they  paid, 
which  was  from  fixty  to  twentv  pounds  a  year. 

He 
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He  alfo  admitted,  that  he  knew  Mrs.  Hawley ; 
that  flie  was  confined  at  the  repreientation  of  a 
woman  who  called  herfelf  her  mother  •,  and  that 
the  reafon  alledged  by  her,  for  the  confinement  of 
her  daughter,  was  drunkcnnefs.  He  further  faid, 
he  did  not  remember  that  fhe  was  refilled  pen, 
ink,  and  paper ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  acknow- 
ledged it  was  the  eftablifiied  order  of  the  houfe, 
that  no  letters  mould  be  fent,  by  any  of  the  per- 
fons  confined,  to  their  friends  or  relations. 

Being  afked,  Upon  what  authority  he  admitted 
people,  charged  only  with  drunkennefs,  into  a 
houfe  of  confinement  kept  for  the  reception  of 
lunatics  ?  he  anfwered,  Upon  the  authority  of  the 
perfohs  who  brought  them ;  and  he  frankly 
confefled,  that,  out  of  the  whole  number  of  per- 
fons  whom  he  had  confined,  he  had  never  admit- 
ted one  as  a  lunatic,  during  the  fix  years  he  had 
been  intruded  with  the  fuperintendency  of  the 
houfe.  Upon  being  then  afked,  If  he  ever  re- 
fufed  any  perfons  who  were  brought,  upon  any 
pretence  whatsoever,  provided  they  could  pay  for 
their  board  ?  He  anfwered,  No. 

To  clofe  this  evidence,  and  bring  it  to  a  clear 
and  final  ifiue,  Mr.  King  was  afked  this  general 
queftion,  Whether,  if  two  ftr  angers  mould  come 
to  his  houfe,  one  calling  herfelf  the  mother  of  the 
other,  and  charging  her  daughter  with  drunken- 
nefs, he  would  confine  the  daughter,  upon  this 
reprefentation  of  the  woman  calling  herfelf  the 
mother,  though  fhe  was  a  flranger  to  him,  and 
the  daughter  herfelf  was  apparently  fober  at  that 
time  ?  He  faid,  he  certainly  fhould. 

The  committee,  being  defirous  of  obtaining 
every  degree  of  affiflance  and  information  which 
might  enable  them  more  perfectly  to  obey  the  or- 
ders of  the  houfe,  defired  the  attendance  of  Doctor 
Battle  and  Doctor  Monro,  two  very  eminent  phy- 

ficians, 
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ficians,  diftinguifhed  by  their  knowledge  and  their 
practice  in  cafes  of  lunacy. 

Doctor  Battle  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the 
private  mad-houies  require  fome  better  regula- 
tions ;  that  the  admiffion  of  perfons  brought  as 
lunatics  is  too  loofe,  and  too  much  at  large,  de- 
pending upon  perfons  not  competent  judges*,  and 
that  frequent  vifi cation  is  necefiary  for  the  infpectioti 
of  the  lodging,  diet,  cleanlinefs,  and  treatment. 

Being  afked,  If  he  ever  had  met  with  perfons  of 
lane  mind  in  confinement  for  lunacy  ?  He  faid,  it 
frequently  happened-,  and  related  the  cafe  of  a 
woman  perfe£tly  in  her  fenfes,  brought  as  a  luna- 
tic by  her  hufoand  to  a  houie  under  the  Doctor's 
direction  ;  whofe  hufband,  upon  Dr.  Battle's  in- 
fitting  he  fhould  take  home  his  wife,  and  expref- 
fing  his  furprize  at  his  conduct,  ju (lifted  himfelf 
by  frankly  faying,  he  underftood  the  houfe  to  be  a 
fort  of  Bridewell,  or  place  of  correction. 

The  Doctor  related  alio  the  cafe  of  a  perfon 
\  whom  he  vifited  in  confinement  for  lunacy  in  Mack- 
donald's  houfe,  and  who  had  been,  as  he  believed* 
for  fome  years  in  this  confinement.  Upon  being 
defired  by  Mackdonald  to  attend  him,  by  the  order, 
as  Mackdonald  pretended,,  of  the  relations  of  the 
patient,  he  found  him  chained  to  his  bed,  and 
without  ever  having  had  the  affiftance  of  any  phy- 
fician  before  \  but,  fome  time  after,  upon  being 
fentfor,  by  one  of  the  relations,  to  a  houfe  in  the 
city,  and  then  told  Mackdonald  had  received  no 
orders  for  defiring  the  Doctor's  attendance,  the 
Doctor  underflood  this  to  be  a  difmiffion  \  and  he 
never  heard  any  thing  more  of  the  unhappy  pa^- 
tient,  till  Mackdonald  told  him,  fome  time  after, 
that  he  died  of  a  fever,  without  having  had  any 
further  medical  affiftance  \  and  a  fum  of  money 
devolved,  upon  his  death5  to  the  perfon  who  had 
the  care  of  him. 
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Dr.  Monro  informed  the  committee,  that  he  did 
not  doubt  but  feveral  perfons  had  been  improperly 
confined,  upon  the  pretence  of  lunacy  •,  and  hav- 
ing cited  two  particular  inftances  happening  in  two 
different  mad-houfes,  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  the  method  and  grounds  of  admitting  patients 
for  lunacy  were  too  loofe  and  too  much  at  large-, 
and  that,  in  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Durante  Miles^  the 
keeper  of  the  mad-houfe  at  Hoxton,  confeffed  to 
him,  that  he  had  been  impofed  upon  ;  to  which 
he  replied,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  prefent  ftate 
of  the  private  mad-houfes  required  regulation, 
with  refpect  to  the  perfons  permitted  to  keep  fuch 
houfes,  the  admiffion  of  patients,  and  the  vio- 
lation. 

The  committee,  being  fenfible,  from  thefe  few 
cafes,  of  the  great  abufes  of  private  mad-houfes, 
and  that  Turlington's  houfe  was  in  no  degree  a  fe- 
lecled  cafe?  declared  it  their  opinion,  that  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  private  mad-houfes  in  this 
kingdom,  required  the  interpofition  of  the  Legif- 
lature  ;  whereupon  the  houfe  came  to  a  refolution 
to  have  a  bill  brought  in  for  the  regulation  of  pri- 
vate mad-houfes. 

Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that,  in 
obedience  to  their  commands  of  the  16th  of  De- 
cember laft,  he  had  fignified  to  the  reigning  Count 
La  Lippe Buckeburg  their  thanks,  for  his  difinterefted 
and  fpirited  conduct,  during  the  late  war  in  Ger- 
many -,  and  for  his  moft  important  fervices  to  this 
country,  by  defending  the  dominions  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  faithful  and  good  ally  the  King  of  Portugal-, 
and  that  he  had  received  a  letter  in  anfwer,  from 
Count  La  Lippe ,  as  folio weth,  viz. 

SIR, 

6  It  is  with  the  greater!:  gratitude  that  I  fee,  by 
c  the  refolution  of  the  16th  of  December ',  of  the 
*  Commons   of  Great-Britain   in   parliament   af- 

*  fembled, 
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*  fembled,  that  that  auguft  afiembly  condefcends 

*  to  declare  their  approbation  of  my   behaviour, 

*  during  this  war. 

.  '  Although  I  am  not  able  to  exprefs  how  much 

*  I  am  fenfible  of  fo  high  a  diftin&ion,  and  how 

*  much  I  feel  the  value  of  it,  I  take  the  liberty  to 
?  defire  you  to  lay  my  mod  dutiful  thanks  before 

*  the  Houfe,  for  the  honour  they  do  me;  my  ut> 
c  mo  ft  defire  will  always  be  to  merit  that  refpedl- 
'  able  fenate's  approbation,  which  Iconfider  as  an 

*  ineftimable  reward  of  my  endeavours  to  manifeft 

*  my  zealous  and  nloft  refpeclful  attachment  to  his 
6  Majefty  and  his  allies. 

c  I  beg  you  will  receive   my  fincerefl  acknow> 

*  ledgements  for  tranfmitting  to  me  the  refolucion 

*  of  the  Houfe,  in  fo  obliging  a  manner  as  you  are 
4  pleafed  to  do,  in  the  letter  you  have  honoured 

*  me  with  on  that  occafion.     I  am,  with  the  great- 

*  eft  regard, 

«  SIR, 
*  Your  moft  obedient  and 
4  moft  humble  fervant, 
*.  The  reigning  Count  of 

*  SCHAUMBOURQ  LiPPE/ 

Salva  Terra  de  Magos, 
February  i,  1763.     ; 

On  the  firft  of  March,  a  petition  of  John  Har~ 
rifon,  of  the  parifh  of  St.  George  the  Martyr,  being 
offered  t6  beprefented  to  the  Houfe,  Mr.  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  (by  his  Majefty's  command) 
acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  his  Majefty,  having 
been  informed  of  the  contents' of  the  faid  petition, 
recommended  it  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe. 
Then  the  faid  petition  was  brought  up  and  read, 
reciting, 

That,  by  an  act  of  the  12th  year  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  a  reward  of  20,000/.  was  enacted, 
for  the  difcovery  of  the  longitude  at  fea  j  and  al- 

Yol.  VI,  O  k^gjng? 
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ledging,  that  an  inftrument  which  could  keep  true 
time  at  fba,  notwithftanding  the  difference  of  cli- 
mates* has  been  allowed,  on  all  hands,  to  be  the 
bell  method  of  difcovering  the  longitude,  for  the 
nfe  of  navigation ;  and  that  the  petitioner  has  em- 
ployed himfelf  for  thirty-five  years  in  the  forming 
of  fuch  an  inftrument,  and  has  at  length  fucceeded 
in  bringing  it  to  due  perfection,  which  has  proved 
its  fufficiency,  by  a  trial  made  of  it  in  a  late  voy- 
age to  Jamaica^  of  which  the  petitioner  is  ready  to 
give  full  evidence  to  the  Houfe  ;  and  that  the  pe- 
titioner would  not,    by  any  means,  decline  any 
further  trial  of  the  inftrument,  before  the  princi- 
ples thereof  mail  be  made  public,    but  that  his 
prefent  advanced  age,  the  weaknefs  of  his  fight, 
and  the  danger  of  the  voyage  to  the  health  and 
life  of  his  fon,  upon  whom  alone  this  affair  will 
depend,  may  rifque  the  lofs  of  this  ufeful  difco- 
very,  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  petitioner  and  of 
the  public ;  and  that,  at  a  meeting  of  the  com- 
miflioners,  appointed  by  ad  of  parliament,  for  the 
difco^ery  of  the  longitude  at  lea,  on  the  26th  day 
of  February  laft,  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to  re- 
/     commend  to  the  petitioner  to  make  an  application 
to  parliament  for  this  purpofe  ^  and  therefore  pray- 
ing the  Houfe  to  grant  the  petitioner  fuch  a  part 
of  the  reward  as  fhall  be  thought  adequate,  on  the 
proof  of  his  cafe  ;  and  that  the  remainder  may  be 
fecured  to  the  petitioner,  when  the  utility  of  the 
inftrument  fhall  be  proved  to  the  fatisfadHon  of  the 
Houfe  •,  and  the  petitioner  will  immediately  dif- 
clofe  the  manner  and  principles  of  framing  it,  to 
fuch  perfons  as  the  Houfe  fhall  appoint,  in  fuch 
manner  as  that  other  workmen  may  be  able  to  exe- 
cute the  fame,  fo  that  it  may,  in  a  fhort  time,, 
become  ferviceable  to  this  kingdom,  and  to  all 
who  ufe  the  fea  •,  and  that  the  Houfe  will  have  re- 
gard to  the  fecurity  of  the  petitioner,  againft  any 
other  claim  of  the  faid  reward,  for  difcovering  the 

longitude 
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longitude  at  fea,  by  means  of  any  inftrument  for 
keeping  time,  until  the  merits  of  this  inftrument, 
invented  by  the  petitioner,  (hall  be  afcertained  to 
the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  Houfe. — -This  petition  was 
referred  to  the  confideration  of  a  committee. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  a  petition  of  feveral 
merchants  in  London,  planters  of  South  Carolina*. 
and  owners  of  mips  trading  to  his  Majefty's  faid 
province  in  America,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
and  read  \  fetting  forth,  that  the  faid  province  has, 
by  experience,  been  found  to  be  a  very  proper  foil 
for  producing  rice  to  very  great  perfection ;  and 
for  many  years  laft.paft  the  produce  thereof  has 
increafed,  and  would  increafe  ftill  more  and  more, 
to  the  mutual  benefit  of  this  kingdom  and  of  the 
faid  colony,  if  markets  were  opened  for  the  fale  of 
that  commodity,  that  cannot  now  be  fupplied 
therewith  ;  as  the  law  now  ilands,  the  petitioners 
are  obliged  to  import  it  into  Great -Britain,  before 
it  can  be  carried  to  the  Madeira,  Canaries y  and 
other  iiles  of  Africa,  or  to  any  part  of  America  not 
.fubject  to  the  Britijh  empire,  where  the  merchant 
would  find  a  very  considerable  vent  for  this  grain  ^ 
but,  at  prefen t.,  it  is  not  poffible  to  fupply  thefe 
places ;  for,  befides  that  it  is  extremely  fubject  to 
weevil  and  worms,  which  defcroy  it  in  the  length 
of  time  taken  up  in  two  voyages,  the  double  voy- 
age brings  the  freight  too  high  for  that  commodity 
to  bear-,  and  that  the  African  iiles  are  now  princi- 
pally fupplied  with  rice  by  the  Genoefe,  Leghornefe, 
and  other  foreign  merchants  from  the  Levan£,who 
have  it  in  their  power,  while  American  rice  labours 
under  the  weight  of  enumeration,  to  underfell  the 
Carolina  merchant  -,  and  that  it  is  in  vain  to  attempt 
the  fale  of  that  which  is  the  growth  of  this  pro- 
vince, although  fuperior  in  good  fiefs,  and  has  the 
preference  in  all  markets  where  the  price  is  not  at 
too  great  a  difproportion  :  And  fubmitting  to  the 
Houfe,  that  not  only  the  w&de  (now  in  the  hands 
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of  foreigners,  to  the  great  lofs  and  detriment  of 
the  Britijh  dominions)  will  be  enjoyed  by  his  Ma- 
jelly's  iubjects,  but  that  the  great  demand,  the 
opening  thefe  feveral  markets  for  the  fale  of  Caro- 
lina rice  would  occafion,  will  promote  the  culture, 
and  greatly  encourage  the  production,  of  this 
valuable  fpecies  of  commerce,  the  good  effects 
whereof  will  greatly  redound  to  the  benefit  of 
Great-Britain,  by  a  neceffary  increafe  of  the  de- 
mand for  (hipping,  the  augmentation  of  a  very 
advantageous  and  profitable  freight,  employment 
for  greater  numbers  of  feamen  and  mariners,  and 
a  greater  confumption  of  the  goods  and  manufac- 
tures imported  from  the  mother  country;  and 
therefore  praying,  that  rice  of  the  growth  of  South 
Carolina  may  be  taken  from  the  enumerated  com- 
modities, fo  far  as  to  be  permitted  to  tranfport  it, 
in  mips  navigated  according  to  law,  to  the  Madeira, 
Canaries,  and  to  other  ifles  of  Africa,  and  to  any 
part  of  America,  fubject  to  the  half  fubfidy.to  the 
crown. — This  petition  was  referred  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  a  committee. 

The  money  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year 
being  borrowed,  the  committee  of  fupply  reported 
to  the  Houfe  on  the  8th  of  March,  that  they  had 
voted  the  fum  of  3,500,000/.  to  be  raifed  in  the  man- 
ner following-,  that  is  to  fay,  the  fum  of  2,800,000/. 
by  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4/.  per  cent,  per  annum  * 
transferable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  and  redeem- 
able by  parliament  -,  and  the  fum  of  700,000/.  by 
two  lotteries  to  be  drawn  at  different  times  in  the 
year  1763  •,  each  lottery  to  confift  of  35,000  tickets, 
and  every  blank  to  be  of  the  value  of  5/.  the 
blanks  and  prizes  to  be  attended  with  the  like  4  /. 
per  cent,  transferable  and  redeemable  annuities. 
Mr.  Lfggt,  Upon  this  occafion  Mr.  Legge  faid,  That,  as  to 
the  bargain,  he  thought  it  a  bad  OFie  ;  for  that  the 
Treafury  themfelves,  in  the  difpofition  they  had 
made  of  the  navy  bills  and  ordnance  debentures, 
4  fup- 
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fuppofed  the  redeemable  4  per  cent,  to  be  at  par ; 
that  the  premium,  therefore,  upon  this  bargain, 
would  be  whatever  the  rage  for  play  (when  the 
gamefters  would  think  they  were  come  for  the 
la  ft  time  to  the  table,  and  with  a  great  deal  of 
money  in  their  pockets)  fhould  induce  them  to 
give  for  lottery  tickets.  This  might  go,  efpecially 
upon  two  lotteries,  to  two  or  three  pounds,  or 
more,  per  ticket;  and  then  they  would  give 
four,  five,  or  fix  per  cent,  premium,  for  railing, 
at  four^<?r  cent,  at  par,  which  was  enormous.  He 
remarked  further,  That  it  was  very  poffible,  while 
fo  material  an  alteration  between  the  preliminaries 
and  the  definitive  treaty,  as  the  Eaft-India  article, 
was  depending,  it  might  make  iigning  the  defi- 
nitive treaty  very  doubtful,  and  confequently  af- 
fect the  flocks.  But  to  what  purpofe(he  afked)  is 
the  head  of  the  Treafury  of  the  cabinet  council, 
and  admitted  to  the  knowledge  of  foreign  affairs, 
but  to  form  his  domeftic  conduct  upon  that  know- 
ledge ?  and,  therefore,  Why  was  fo  improper  a 
feafon  pitched  upon  to  make  the  loan  ?  This  oc- 
cafioned  Mr.  Fox  to  declare,  That  the  Treafury  Mr.  f£X. 
knew  the  definitive  treaty  was  figned  at  the  time 
of  making  the  loan  •,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
exprefs  his  v/onder  at  the  folly  of  mankind,  to 
give  four  or  five  pounds  for  leave  to  tofs  up  for 
ten.  In  aniwer  to  this,  Mr.  Legge  laid,  That  if  Mr.  Legge. 
the  Treafury  knew  of  the  definitive  treaty's  being 
figned,  they  were  inexcufable  in  not  having  brought 
their  loan  to  an  open  fubfeription,  which  was  the 
only  fure  way  to  take  a  ted  of  the  temper  and  folly 
of  the  market  -,  and  might,  at  fuch  a  time,  and 
for  fo  fmall  a  fum,  have  been  done  with  fafcty. 

It  was  objected,  That  as  the  fum  borrowed,  had 
been  done  by  a  private  fubfeription,  an  open  fub- 
feription would  have  been  not  only  the  faireft,  but 
the  cheapefl  method,  and  which  the  neceflities  of 
the  public  called  for.     That  the  Houfe  by  agree- 
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ing  to  this  bargain,  confents  to  give  a  redeemable 
annuity  of  four  per  cent,  to  the  perfons  who  ad- 
vanced the  loan.  With  indignation  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  no  lefs  than  two  lotteries  in  one  year, 
were  now,  for  the  firft  time,  without  any  urgent 
necefiity,  to  be  eftabliihed  in  the  days  of  peace, 
to  the  no  fmall  excitement  of  the  pernicious  fpirit 
of  gaming,  which  cannot  be  too  much  difcounte- 
nanced  by  every  ftate,  governed  by  wifdom,  and  a 
fober  regard  to  the  morals  of  the  people.  Two 
lottery  tickets,  bearing  four^tr  cent,  intereft,  from 
the  fifth  day  of  April,  1763,  are  to  be  allowed,  at 
ten  pounds  each,  to  every  fubferiber  of  eighty 
pounds :  Whereas,  intercft  at  three  per  cent,  and 
that  to  commence  only  in  a  future  year,  hath  been 
given  upon  former  lotteries,  during  the  higheft 
exigencies  of  the  public  ;  at  a  time  too,  when 
,  there  was  in  contemplation  a  lofs  of  no  lefs  than 
thirty  per  cent,  upon  every  blank  and  every  prize  \ 
and  when  no  lefs  a  fum  than  twelve  millions  was 
borrowed  for  the  fervice  of  the  government.  At 
this  time,  and  for  feveral  days  paft,  the  general 
price  of  flock  was  very  much  upon  an  equality 
with  that  which  they  bear  at  prefent ;  nor  hath  any 
considerable  variation  happened  in  the  great  three 
per  cent,  and  four  per  cent,  annuity  funds  fince  that 
time.  The  redeemable  annuity,  exclufive  of  the 
profit  fa  certainly  to  be  made  upon  the  lottery 
tickets,  fells  at  a  premium  of  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  and  the  advantage  made  upon  the  whole  loan, 
including  that  on  the  lottery  tickets,  is  from  ten 
to  eleven  per  cent,  clear  profit ;  whereby  an  exor- 
bitant gain  arifes  to  individuals  at  the  expence  of 
the  public. 

The  next  fcheme  of  fupply,  which  was  alfo 
brought  in  during  the  month  of  March,  was  an 
additional  duty  on  cyder  and  perry.  The  firft  pro- 
pofal  was  to  lay  10  s.  per  hogfhead  on  the  retailer , 
without  extending  the  excife  laws3  confining  the 
5  duty 
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duty  (which  was  much  heavier  than  what  was  af- 
terwards fixed  by  the  aft)  to  the  viftuatter.  The 
next  propofal  was  to  lay  the  fame  duty  upon  the 
firfi  buyer.  But  the  country  Gentlemen  did  not 
relifh.  either  of  thefe  propofals.  And  the  court 
feeming  to  attend  them,  changed  the  mode ;  arid 
a  bill  was  brought  in  laying  4/.  per  hogfhead  on 
the  grower.  Thus  the  duty  was  lowered,  but  the 
excife  laws  were  extended  to  private  hcufes. 

The  principal  arguments  in  fupport  of  the  bill 
were  thefe,  That  there  had  been  many  ye&rs  a 
confiderable  duty  on  malt,  which  had  been  lately 
increafed ;  that  at  the  fame  time  the  inhabitants  of 
the  cyder  counties,  and  thofe  who  had  opportuni- 
ties of  buying  immediately  from  the  grower,  drank 
cyder  and  perry  as  the  fubftitutes  of  malt  liquor, 
without  paying  any  duty  at  all :  And  that  there 
was  a  very  high  tax  upon  beer,  and  a  very  miall 
one  upon  cyder.  This  way  of  reafoning  was  cer- 
tainly captivating,  becaufe  a  propofal  for  equality 
carries  with  it  its  own  recommendation,  It  was 
acknowledged,  that  the  excife  was  a  grievous  mode 
of  taxation,  but  it  was  affirmed  to  be  the  beft  for 
the  revenue  for  many  obvious  reafons  •,  and  that 
the  other  branches  of  excife  were  far  more  griev- 
ous. And,  in  particular,  a  kind  of  parallel  was 
drawn  between  the  cyder- maker,  the  hop- grower, 
and  maltfter  :  The  firfl  had  a  liberty  of  compound- 
ing for  2  j.  an  head  -,  after  which  neither  his  houfe 
nor  even  his  orchard  could  be  entered  by  any  offi- 
cer, except  as  any  other  private  houfe  in  the  king- 
dom may,  by  oath  of  a  fufpicion  of  fmuggled 
goods.  The  compounder  too  had  a  right  to  fell 
cyder,  upon  fending  for  an  officer  to  gauge  what 
he  wanted  to  difpofe  of;  and  fuch  an  officer  durft 
not  enter  any  place  but  where  he  was  directed,  be- 
ing obliged  to  gauge  it  at  his  ftreet-door,  if  the 
compounder  ordered  him.  How  different  is  the 
cafe  with  the  hop-grower  and  maltfter !  They  are 
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both  expofed  to  afurvey :  The  former,  whether  he 
fells  or  not ;  and  the  latter  is  not  allowed  to  -fell, 
even  though  he  compounds,  without  entering 
himfelf  as  a  dealer.  The  grower  of  hops  has  often 
his  very  bedchamber  vifited  by  an  excifeman  •,  for 
the  poorer  fort  of  farmers  are  obliged  to  dry  and 
weigh  their  hops  in  their  own  houfes.  Another 
advantage  which  ?he  maker  of  cyder  enjoyed,  was, 
that  he  might,  if  he  thought  proper,  only  enter 
himfelf  while  his  cyder  was  making,  and  have  had 
the  whole  quantity  charged  with  the  duty  ;  after 
which  he  might  have  withdrawn  his  entry,  and  the 
officer  could  have  no  further  right  to  come  near 
him,  till  he  renewed  it  the  following  year. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  there  were  two  protefls 
againit  the  bill  -,  and  as  they  contain  the  principal 
arguments  on  that  fide,  we  mud  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer the  reader  to  them,  which  he  will  find  in  the 
fecond  volume  of  the  Lords  Protefls,  page  257, 
In  the  hiftory  of  the  Minority,  chap.  x.  is  a  fhort 
hiftory  of  Excife,  which  is  alio  worth  notice. 

The  bill  was  hurried  through  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons with  remarkable  quicknefs,  as  if  to  prevent  the 
poftibility  of  receiving  any  petitions  againft  it  from 
the  cyder  counties.  However  the  city  of  London 
prefented  the  following  petition  againft  it. 

To  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great-Britain 

in  Parliament  ajjembled. 
The  humble  petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,   Alder- 
men, and  Commons  of  the  city  of  London,  in 
Common-Council  affembted, 

Sheweth, 
That  your  petitioners  have  obferved,  by  the 
votes  of  this  honourable  Houfe,  that  a  bill  is  now 
depending  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  an  additional 
duty  on  wine,  cyder  and  perry;  which  bill,  your 
petitioners  have  been  informed,  fubjects  the  makers 
of  cyder  and  perry  to  the  laws  of  excife. 

That 
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That  your  petitioners,  with  the  deeped  concern, 
cannot  help  confidering  this  unexpected  proceed- 
ing as  preparatory  to  a  general  extenfion  of  thofe 
grievous  laws ;  for  when  new  orders  of  men,  by 
lituation  and  profeffion  diftinct  from  traders,  are 
rendered  objecls  of  the  excife  laws,  the  precedent 
is  formidable,  not  to  commerce  only,  but  hath  a 
fatal  tendency,  which  your  petitioners  tremble  to 
think  of. 

That  as  every  attempt  to  enlarge  the  dominion 
of  the  excife  muft  awaken  your  petitioners  fears, 
it  will  alfo  juftify  their  dutiful  reprefen rations  to 
this  honourable  Houfe,  the  guardians  of  liberty. 

That  after  all  the  burdens  fo  chearfully  borne, 
all  the  hardihips  fo  patiently  endured,  and  all  the 
blood  fo  freely  fpik  in  fupport  of  the  late  juft, 
glorious  and  fuccefsful  war,  your  petitioners  muft 
humbly  hope,  that  the  meritorious  fubjecls  of  this 
country  may  not  feel  'the  extenfion  of  excife  laws 
amongft  the  firft  fruits  of  peace. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  moft  humbly  pray, 
that  fo  much  of  the  faid  bill,  as  fubjetts  the  mak- 
ers of  cyder  and  perry  to  the  powers  of  excife, 
may  not  pafs  into  a  law. 

And  your  petitioners  Jhall  ever  pray. 

And  they  afterwards  prefented  the  like  petitions 
to  the  Lords  and  the  King,  but  without  any  effect. 

It  will  not  here  be  improper  to  give  the  refolu- 
tions  which  were  adopted  by  the  Houfe  of  the  two 
committees  of  fupply,  and  ways  and  means. 

December  2 . 

1.  That  30,000  men  be  em-  £.       s.    d. 
ployed  for  the  fea  fervice  for 

1763,  including  4287  marines. 

2.  That  a  fum  not  exceed- 
ing 4/.  per  man  per  month,  be 
allowed  for  maintaining  them, 

ft? 


202  Parliamentary'    A.  1763, 

for  thirteen  months,  including         £.       s.     d. 
ordnance  for  lea  fervice       -      1560000     o     o 

December  7.  >  .      ... ;«— 

For  defraying  the  extraordi- 
nary expences  of  his  Majefty' s 
land  forces,  and  other  fervices 
incurred  from  25  Dec.  1761, 
to  31  Oclober,  1762,  both  days 
inclufive,  and  not  provided  for 
by  parliament  -  ...  -  1588756  15  5 
February  3. >< .— 

1.  For  the  ordinary  of  the 
navy,  including  half  pay  to  fea 

and  marine  officers  for  1763        380661     3  12 

2.  Forcompleatingthewdrks 
of  the  hofpital  for  lick  and 
wounded  feamen,  building  near 

Plymouth  -  300Q     o     o 

3.  Upon  account,  to  be  ap- 
plied by  the  commiffioners,  or  \ 
governors  of  Greenwich  hofpi- 
tal, for  the  fupport  and  relief 
of  feamen,  worn  out  and  be- 
come decrepit  in  the  fervice  of 
their  country,  who  fhall  riot  be 
provided  for  wi|hin  the  faid 

hofpital  -  -  -  1 0000     0     g 

4.  That  proviflon  be  made, 
for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  fa- 
tisfy  all  the  bills  payable  in 
courfe  of  the  navy  and  victual- 
ling offices,  and  for  tranfports, 
which  were  made  out  on,  or 
before,  the  3  1  ft  of  December ', 
1762,  amounting  to  the  fum 

of  -  -  307^316     o     3 


3468977     4     2 

February 
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February  14. 
That  provifions  be  made  for 
enabling  his  Majefty  to  fatisfy 
all  the  debentures,  payable  out 
of  his  Majefty's  office  of  ord- 
nance, which  were  dated  on, 
or  before,  the  3  ift  of  December 
lad,  and  remain  undifcharged, 
amounting  to  the  fum  of 

February  17. 
Towards  enabling  the  com- 
miffioners  for  putting  in  exe- 
cution, an  a£r,  made  in  thelaft 
fefiion  of  parliament,  intitled, 
An  acl  for  paving  Weftminfter 
ftreets,  &c.  more  effectually  to 
perform  the  trufls  repofed  in 
them         -         - 

February  24. 

1.  To  enable  his  Majefty 
to  difcharge  the  like  fum,  raifed 
in  purfuance  of  an  ad:  made  in 
the  laft  fefiion  of  parliament, 
and  charged  upon  the  firft  aids 
or  fnpplies  to  be  granted  in  this 
fefiion  - 

2.  Towards  the  buildings, 
rebui!dings9  and  repairs,  of  his 
Majefty's  fhips  for  1763 


£•     s> 


soj 


595423     2     5 


5000 


1 000000    o    o 


100000    o    o 


1 100000    o 


February  28. 
For  defraying  the  extraordi- 
nary expence  of  his  Majefty's 
land  forces,  and  other  fervices 
incurred,  from  1  November^ 
1762,  to  19  February ',  1763, 
and  not  provided  for  by  parlia- 
ment        - 


951249 


o    6 

March 
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March  1.  £.       j.     d. 

1.  For  defraying  the  charge  < 
of  2120  horfe,  and  9900  foot, 
together  with  the  general  and 
ftaff  officers,  the  officers  of  the 
hofpital,  and  officers  and  others 
belonging  to  the  train  of  artil- 
lery, the  troops  of  the  Land- 
grave of  Heffe  Caffel,  in  the  pay 

of  Great-Britain,  for  90  days, 
from  25  December,  1762,  to 
24  March,  1763,  both  days  in- 
clusive, together  with  the  fub- 
fidies,  purfuant  to  treaty       -       85158   14     8  f 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge 
of  an  additional  corps  of  920 
horfe,  and  6072  foot,  together 
with  the  general  and  ftaff  offi- 
cers, the  officers  of  the  hofpi- 
tal, and  officers  and  others  be- 
longing to  the  train  of  artil- 
lery, the  troops  of  the  Land- 
grave of  Heffe  Ca[fel,  in  the  pay 
of  Great-Britain,  for  328  days, 
from  1  Jan.  1763,  to  24  No- 
vember following,    both   days 

inclufive,  purfuant  to  treaty         87690  18     6  t 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge 
of  an  augmentation  to  the 
troops  of  the  Landgrave  of 
Heffe  Caff  el,  in  the  pay  of  Great- 
Britain,  confiding  of  656  horfe, 
and  2736  foot,  for  335  days^ 
from  25  December,  ij6z,  to 
24  November,  1763,  both  days 

inclufive,  purfuant  to  treaty        45120  16     6  f 

4.  For  defraying  the  charge 
of  1444  cavalry,  and  2330  in- 
fantry, the  troops  of  the  reign- 


ing 
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ing  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  in  the  £.       s.     a1. 

pay  of  Great-Britain,  for  eighty- 
fix  days,  from  25  Bee.  1762, 
to  the  20th  day  of  March,iy6^, 
both  days  inclufive,  together 
with  the  fubfidies  for  the  faid 
time,  purfuant  to  treaties      -       49308      1      1  % 

5.  To  make  good  a  defici- 
ency in  the  fum  voted  lafl  {tf- 
fion,  for  the  pay  of  an  aug- 
mentation to  the  troops  of  the 
reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick, 

for  1762  -  4328     8     5 

6.  For  the  charge  of  the  of- 
fice of  ordnance  for  land  fer- 

vice,  for  1763  -  -         204329     o     o 

476235   l9     3  '& 

1.  To,  enable  his  Majefty  to 
pay  off,  and  difcharge,  the 
Exchequer  bills  made  out  by 
virtue  of  an  aft  of  laft  feffion, 
in  titled,  An  aft  for  enabling  his 
Majefiy  to  raife  a  certainfum,  &c« 
-and  charged  upon  the  fir  ft 
aids,  or  fupplies  to  be  granted 

in  this  feffion  -  -  1500000     O     Q 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge 
of  56360  effective  men,  for 
guards  and  garrifons,  and  other 
his  Majefty's  land  forces  in 
Great -Britain^  Guernfey,  and 
Jerfey,  including  thofe  in  Ger- 
many',  Portugal,  and  Belleijle 
for  121  days,  from  25  Decem- 
ber, 1762,  to  24.  April,  17 63, 
both  days  inclufive,  according 
to  their  prefent  eftabliftiment, 

and 
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and  for  reducing  their  num-  £.       s.    d. 

bers         -  485317     2   10 

3.  For  maintaining  his  Ma- 
jelly's  forces  and  garrifons  in 
the  plantations,  Gibraltar,  Gua- 
deloupe, Africa,  Martinico,  and 
the  Havannah,  and  for  provi- 
lions  for  the  garrifons  in  Nova 
Scotia,  Newfoundland,  Gibral- 
tar, Provedence,  Quebec^  Gua- 
da loupe,  Senegal,  and  Goree,  for 
121  days,  from  25  Dec.  1762, 
to  24  Aprils  1 7%,  both  days 
inclufive,  according  to  their 
prefent  eftablimment,  and  for 

reducing  their  numbers        -       2ySSg^   11     0 

4.  For  defraying  the  charge 
of  four  regiments  of  foot, 
ferving  in  the  Eaft-lndies,  for 
365  days,  from  25  Dec.  1762, 
to  2 §  Dec.  1763,  both  days  in- 
clufive -  -  -         ■713S116.8 

5.  For  defraying  the  charge 
of  two  regiments  of  horfe,  ferv- 
ing in  Germany,  and  four  regi- 
ments of  foot,  ferving  in 
North  America,  on  the  lrijh 
eflablifhment,  for  121  days, 
from  25  Dec.  1 762,  to  24  April9 

1 763,  both  days  inclufive       -       16438     7     O 

6.  For  the  pay  of  the  Gene- 
ral and  general  ftaff  officers,  in 
Great-Britain,  for  1763        -         11 291     8     6  | 

7.  That  a  number  of  land 
forces,  including  2743  inva- 
lids, amounting  to  17536  ef- 
fective men,  commifTioned  and 
noncommiflioned  officers  in- 
cluded, be  employed  for  1763, 

8.  For 


s. 


S. 


40S372 


13    4 
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8.  For  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  faid  number  of  land 
forces  in  Great-Britain,  Guern- 
fey,  and  Jerfey,  from  April  25, 

1763,  to  the  24th  of  December 
following,  both  days  inclufive, 
being  244  days 

9.  For  maintaining  his  Ma- 
jefty's  forces  and  garrifons  in 
the  plantations,  including  thofe 
in  garrifon  at  Minorca  and  Gib- 
raltar, and  for  provifions  for 
the  garrifons  in  Nova  Scotia, 
Newfoundland,  Gibraltar,  Que- 
bec, and  Senegal,  for  244  days, 
from  the  25th  of  April,  1763, 
to  the  24th  of  December  fol- 
lowing, both  days  inclufive    -     281 78 1     3     6 
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March  10. 

For  defraying  the  charge  of 

the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the 

militia  for  one  year,  beginning 

the  25th  of  March,  1763 

March  15. 

1.  To  enable  his  Majefly 
to  complete  the  payment  of 
220,000/.  as  a  reasonable  fuc- 
cour  in  money,  to  the  Land- 
grave of  Hejfe  CaJJel,  purfuant 
to  treaty  - 

2.  To  make  good  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  half-fubfidies  of 
tonnage  and  poundage,  charged 
with  the  payment  of  feveral 
annuities,  by  the  acts  made  in 
the  6th  of  Queen  Anne,  and 
the  6th  of  King  George  I,  to 


3°53477     2  IO 


150000    o    o 


50000    o    © 


fatisfy 
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fatisfy    all    annuities    charged  £.       s.     cL 

thereupon  to  the  fifth  of  Janu- 
ary,  1763  -  -  -        49558     1     6 

3.  To  replace  to  the  finking 
fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of 
the  fame,  to  make  good  the 
deficiency  on  the  fifth  of  July, 
1762,  of  the  feveral  rates  and 
duties  upon  offices  and  pen- 
fions,  and  upon  houfes,  and 
upon  windows  or  lights,  which 
■were  made  a  fund  by  an  act: 
31  George  II.  for  paying  annui- 
ties at  the  Bank  of  England,  in 
refpecl  of  5000000/.  borrowed 

towards  the  fupply  for  1758  48891    14  it 

4.  To"  replace  to  the  finking 
fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of 
the  fame  to  make  good  the  de- 
ficiency on  January  5,  1762, 
of  the  additional  duty  upon 
ftrong  beer  and  ale,  and  to  an- 
fwer  and  pay  the  feveral  annui- 
ties of  3  /.  per  cent,  and  1  /.  2  s. 
6  d.  per  cent,  on  1 1 40000  /.  pare 
of  twelve  millions  borrowed 
towards  the  fupply  granted  by 
an  act  of  the  ift  of  George  III. 

for  1 761  -         -  -  26710     o    @ 

5.  Upon  account,  towards 
enabling  the  governors  and 
guardians  of  the  Foundling 
Hofpital,  to  maintain  and  edu- 
cate fuch  children,  as  were  re- 
ceived into  thefaid  hofpital,  on, 
or  before  the  25th  of  March, 

.  1760,  from  the  31ft  of  Decem- 
ber, 1762,  exclufive,  to  the  3 1  ft 
of  December  inclnfive,  and  that 
the  faid  fum  be  ifTued  and  paid  fo/ 
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for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  hofpital,  £.       s.     d. 

without  fee  or  reward,  or  any 

deduction  whatfoever  -         40050     o     o 

6.  Upon  account,  for  de- 
fraying the  charges  incurred, 
by  fupporting  and  maintaining 
the  fettlement  of  Nova  Scotia 
in  1760,  and  not  provided  for 

by  parliament         -        -         -         4589   13   11  £ 

7.  Upon  account,  for  main- 
taining and  fupporting  the  civil 
eftablifhment  of  Nova  Scotia 

for  1763         -  5674     1   10 

8.  Upon  account,  for  de- 
fraying the  charges  of  the  civil 
eftablifhment  of  Georgia,  and 
other  incidental  expences  at- 
tending the  fame,  from  the 
24th  of  June,   1762,   to  the 

24th  of  June,  1763  -  4136"    o     o 

229609    12       2    i 

March  17.  ■  >     ■ ■ — ■■ — 

1.  Upon  account,  to  enable 
his  Majefty  to  give  a  proper 
compenfation  to  the  refpeclive 
provinces  in  North  America, 
for  the  expences  incurred  by 
them  in  the  levying,  cloath- 
ing,  and  pay,  of  the  troops 
raifed  by  the  fame,  according 
as  the  active  vigour,  and  ftre- 
nuous  efforts,  of  the  refpeclive 
provinces  (hall  be  thought,  by 

his  Majefty,  to  merit         -         1 3 33 33     6     8 

2.  To  make  good  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  grants  for  1762  7*51     9     I  i 

g.  To  be  employed  in  main- 
taining and  fupporting  the  fort 
"   Vol.  VI,  P  at 
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at  Anamaboby    and   the  other  £.      s.     d. 

Britijh  forts   and   fettlements 
upon  the  coaft  of  Africa         -         1300     o     O 

4.  For  the  paying  of  pen- 
fions  to  the  widows  of  fuch 
reduced  officers  of  the  land 
forces  and  marines,  as  died 
upon  the  eftablifhment  of  half 
pay  in  Great-Britain,  and  who 
were  married  to  them  before 
the  25th  of  December,  iyi69 

for  1763        «        -        -        «*      1742     o    q 

5.  Upon  account  of  the  re- 
duced officers  of  his  Majefty's 
land  forces  and  marines,  for 

1763         -        -        -        -         33351  n    6 

6.  Upon  account  of  the  re- 
duced officers  of  his  Majefty's 
land  forces  already  difbanded, 
and  fuch  as  are  to  be  difband- 
ed, for  1763  -  -  88704     3     4 

7.  For  defraying  the  charge 
for  allowances  to  the  feveral 
officers  and  private  gentlemen 
of  the  two  troops  of  horfe 
guards,  and  regiment  of  horfe 
reduced,  and  to  the  fuperan- 
nuated  gentlemen  of  the  four 

troops  of  horfe  guards,  for  1763         291G     1     8 

8.  To  be  paid  as  a  reward  to 
John  liar  r if  on,  upon  a  proper 
difcovery  to  be  made  by  him, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  public,  of 
the  principles  upon  which  his 
inftrument,  for  meafuring  time 
at  fea,  is  conftru&ed,  and  that 
the  faid  fum  be  applied  for  the 
purpofe  aforefaid,  out  of  any 
money  unapplied  to  the  ufe  of 


the 
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the  navy,  in  the  hands  of  the         £.      s.    a\ 
treafurer  of  the  navy  -  5000     q    o 

H"  '  I         II  1        ■'  '■ 

285192   18     3  I 
March  19.  — r ■  ■  - ■»  ■  » I  ^ 

1 .  To  make  good  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  the  like  fum,  which  has 
been  ifiued  by  his  Majefty's 
orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  ad- 

dreffes  of  this  Houfe      -      -         6410100! 

2.  Upon  account,  for  out- 
penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital, 

for  1763  -  -      "   *         51708  13     4 

11 1    11.     1       1  ■■'! » + 

581 18  19     2  i 

-"-  1     ~  1 11 1 1 

4 

Sum  total  of  the  fupplies  13522040  14    4$ 
granted  this  feflion       — -— 

And  in  order  to  provide  for  this  large  fum  of 
money,  the  following  refolutions  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  were  agreed  to  by 
the  houfe  on  the  days  as  follow. 

December  4.  £.      s.    d» 

That  towards  raifing  the  fup- 
ply  granted  to  his  Majefty  the 
duties  on  malt,  &V.  be  further 
continued  from  the  23d  of 
June,  1763,  to  the  24thr  of  ! 
June ,  1764  -  «  750000    o    o 

December  9.  ■  ■  ■- «■■. •.«■...«   .■■■- — -* 

That  a  land  tax  of  4  s.  in 
the  pound  be  raifed,  in  the 
ufual  manner,  for  one  year, 
from  the  25th  of  Mdrch^  1763  2037854  19  11 

February  7.  "  J- " '"  \l__  '  [!'"   '* 

That  all  perfons  ihferefted 
in,  or  intitled  unto,  any  bills, 
payable  in  courfe  of  the  navy, 


P  2  ef 
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or  victualling  offices*   or   for  £.      s.     d. 

tranfports  which  were  made 
out  on,  or  before,  the  31ft  day 
of  December  laft,  who  fhall, 
on,  or  before  the  25th  day  of 
March  next,  carry  the  fame  - 
(after  having  had  the  in te reft 
due  thereupon  computed,  and 
marked  upon  the  faid  bills,  at 
the  navy  or  victualling  office 
refpectively)  to  the  treafurer 
of  his  Majefty's  navy,  to  be 
marked  and  certified  by  him 
er  his  paymafter  and  caftiier, 
to  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  (hall 
be  intitled  unto,  and  have,  an 
annuity,  transferable  at  the 
Bank  of  England,  for  the  prin- 
cipal and  intereft  due  on  the  faid 
bills,  after  the  rate  of  4/.  per  cent. 
per  annum,  to  commence  from 
the  25th  day  of  March  next, 
payable  half-yearly,  in  lieu  of  all 
other  intereft,  until  redeemed 
by  parliament,  the  faid  annui- 
ties to  be  charged  upon  the 
finking  fund,  and  the  fums, 
which  fhall  be  iflbed  out  of 
the  finking  fund,  for  payment 
e£<  the  faid  annuities  to  be 
from  time  to  time  replaced  out 
of  the  next  aids  to  be  granted 
by  parliament  -     .    -         3468977     4     2 

l%      •  February  1 7.      ,  .      — — — ■ —        ■■: 

-  That  all  perfons  interefted 
or  intitled  unto,  any  debentures 
payable  out  of  his  Majefty's 
office  of  ordnance,  which  were  •'  . 

..    .  dated 
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dated  on,  or  before  the  31ft  £%      s.     d. 

day  of  December  laft,  who  (hall, 
on,  or  before,  the  25th  day  of 
March  next,  carry  the  fame  to 
the  treafurer  of  his  Majefty's 
ordnance,  to  be  certified  by 
him,  or  his  deputy  or  cafhier, 
to  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  (hall 
be  intitled  unto,  and  have,  an 
annuity,  transferable  at  the 
Bank  of  England,  for  the  funis 
due  on  the  faid  debentures, 
after  the  rate  of  4/.  per  cent, 
per  annum,  to  commence  from 
the  25th  day  of  March  next, 
payable  half-yearly  until  re- 
deemed by  parliament,  the 
faid  annuities  to  be  charged 
upon  the  (inking  fund,  and  the 
fums,  which  (hall  be  iflued 
out  of  the  (inking  fund,  for 
payment  of  the  faid  annuities, 
to  be,  from  time  to  time,  re- 
placed out  of  the  next  aids  to 
be  granted  by  parliament        -        595423     2     5 

March  8.  — ; 

1.  That  there  be  raifed  in 
manner  following  -,  that  is  to 
fay,  the  fum  of  2800000/.  by 
annuities  after  the  rate  of  4/. 
per  cent,  per  annum,  transfer- 
able at  the  Bank  of  England, 
and  redeemable  by  parliament, 
and  the  fum  of  700000  /.  by 
two  lotteries  to  be  drawn  at 
different  times  in  the  year  1 763, 
each  lottery  to  confift  of  35000 
tickets,  and  every  blank  to  be 
&sx  ■?  3  ef 
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of  the  value  of  5  /.  the  blanks  £.       s.     d, 

and  prizes  to  be  attended  with 
the  like  4  per  cent,  transferable 
and  redeemable  annuities,  the 
laid  feveral  annuities  to  com- 
mence from  the  5th  day  of 
Apr  Hi  1763,  and  to  be  payabfe 
half-yearly  on  the  10th  day  of 
Oclober,  and  the  5th  da,y  of 
April  in  every  year,  and  that 
every  contributor  towards  the 
faid  fum  of  2800000/.  fhall, 
for  every  80/.  fo  contributed, 
be  intitled  to  receive  a  ticket 
in  each  of  the  faid  lotteries, 
ypon  the  payment  of  vol.  for 
each  ticket ;  and  that  every 
contributor  fhall  on  or  before 
the  15th  day  of  this  inftant 
March,  make  a  depofit  with 
the  camiers  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  of  1 2  /.  1  o  s.  per  cent. 
in  part  of  the  fum  or  fums  to 
be  contributed  by  him  towards 
the  faid  fum  of  2800000/.  and 
«lfo  a  depofit  of  i  o  I. per  cent,  in 
part  of  the  monies  to  be  con- 
tributed by  him  in  refpecl:  of 
each  lottery,  as  a  fecurity  for 
making  the  future  payments 
refpecl: iv el y  on  or  before,  the 
times  herein  after  limited ;  that 
is  to  fay, 

On  the  2  800000  A 

ill.  1  o  s.  per  cent,  on  pr  be- 
fore the  ioch  day  of  May  next, 

12I.  1  o  s.  per  cent,  on  or  be- 
fore the  1 6th  day  of  June  next. 

12  /.  10  s.  per  cent,  on  or  be- 
fore the  2 1  ft  day  of  July  next  1  z  t 
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ml.  10  s.  per  cent,  on  or  be-  £.      J.     d. 

fore  the  30th  day  of  Jug.  next, 
j  2  /.  1  o  j.  /tfr  <r«rjfi  on  or  be- 
fore the  27th  day  of  Sept.  next. 
12/.  10  s.  per  cent,  on  or  be- 
fore the  2 1  ft  day  of  Oft.  next. 
12  /.  10  s.  per  cent,  on  or  be- 
fore the  24th  day  of  Jtov.  next. 
On  the  lotteries  for  700000/. 
go  L  per  cent,  on  or  before 
the  21ft  day  of  April  next,  for 
compleating  the  payment  upon 
the  firft  lottery. 

90  /.  per  cent,  on  or  before 
the  nth  day  of  OElober  next, 
for  compleating  the  payment 
upon  the  fecond  lottery. 

Which  feveral  fums  fo  re- 
ceived ihall,  by  the  faid  cafrV 
iers,  be  paid  into  the  receipt 
of  his  Majefty's  exchequer  to 
be  applied,  from  time  to  time, 
to  fuch  fervices  as  Ihall  then 
have  been  voted  by  this  Houfe, 
in  this  feffion  of  parliament, 
and  not  otherwife;  and  th$t 
every  contributor,  who  fhall 
pay  in  the  whole  of  his  contri- 
bution on  account  of  his  fhare 
in  the  annuities  attending  the 
faid  fum  of  280000©/.  at  any  ,  \ 

time  on,  or  before,  the  18th 
day  of  Oclober  next,  or  on  ac- 
count of  his  fhare  in  the  firft 
lottery  on  or  before  the  20th 
day  of  April  next,  or  on  ac- 
count of  his  fhare  in  the  fecond 
lottery  on,  or  before,  the  10th 
day  of  QQober  next,  ihall  be 

P  4  allowed 
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allowed    a  difcount  after  the  £.       s.     d. 

rate  of  3  /.  per  cent,  per  annum, 
on  the  fum  fo  compleating  his 
contribution  refpedtively,  to  - 
be  computed  from  the  day  of 
compleating  fuch  contribution, 
to  the  24th  day  of  November 
next,  in  refpect  of  the  fum  paid 
on  account  of  the  firft  men- 
tioned annuities,  and  to  the 
2 1  ft  day  of  April  next,  in  re- 
fped  of  the  fum  paid  on  ac- 
count of  the  firft  lottery,  and 
to  the  nth  day  of  Odober 
next,  in  refpecl  of  the  fum 
paid  on  account  of  the  fecond 
lottery.        -  3500000    o    o 

2.  That  an  additional  duty 
of  8  /.  per  ton  be  laid  upon  all 
French  wines,  and  of  4/.  per 
ton  upon  ail  other  wines,  which 
mall  be  imported  into  this 
kingdom. 

3.  That  the  faid  annuities 
and  lotteries  be  charged  upon 
the  faid  additional  duties  upon 
wine,  for  which  the  finking 
fund  fhall  be  the  collateral  fe- 
curity. 

March  14. 

1.  That  a  duty  of  4  s.  per 
hogfhead  be  laid  upon  all  cyder 
and  perry  made  within  this 
kingdom,  over  and  above  all 
other  duties  now  payable  for 
cyder  or  perry,  to  be  paid  by 
the  maker  thereof. 

2.  That  a  duty  of  2  /.  per 
ton  be  laid  upon  all  cyder  and 

perry, 
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perry,  imported  into  this  king.         £.      s.    d. 
dom. 

3.  That  the  faid  duties  upon 
Cyder  and  perry  be  charged, 
together  with  the  duties  upon 
wines  granted  in  this  fefiion, 
with  the  payment  of  the  an- 
nuities mentioned  in  a  refolu- 
tion  of  this  Houfe,  of  the  8  th 
of  this  inftant  March. 
March  19. 

1.  That  there  be  ifTued  and 
applied,  out  of  fuch  monies  as 
fhall  or  may  arife  of  the  fur- 
plufTes,  exceffes,  or  overplus 
monies,  and  other  revenues 
compofing  the  finking  fund, 
the  fum  of  2000000    o    o 

[This  taking  money  out  of 
the  finking  fund  was  treated 
as  a  kind  of  facrilege.  And  it 
was  affirmed  that  fcarce  any 
neceflity,  in  time  of  peace, 
could  be  pleaded  in  favour  of 
a  perverfion  of  this  fund  from 
its  original  purpofes  to  the 
current  fervices ;  that  the  ap- 
pearance of  tendernefs  for  the 
people  in  this  fcheme  was  al- 
together deceitful;  when  they 
were  exonerated  for  a  time, 
only  to  be  burthened  more 
heavily  hereafter  -9  and  that 
their  prefent  eafe  mull  infalli- 
bly caufe  their  future  weak- 
nefs.] 

-2.  That  there  be  ifTued  and 
applied  the  money  remaining 
in  the  receipt  of  theExchequer, 

being      »  _ 
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being  tjie  furplus  of  the  feveral  £.       s.     d* 

duties  upon  beer  and  ale,  grant- 
ed by  an  act  of  the  firft  of  his 
Majefty's  reign,  after  fatisfy- 
ing  all  charges  and  incum- 
brances thereupon,  to  the  5th 
of  January ,  1763,  amounting 
to  the  fum  of  -  -  4712©     9     6 

3.  That  there  be  iffued  and 
applied  fuch  part  of  the  fum  of 
20000/.  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefly  in  the  laft  fefiion,  upon 
account,  towards  defraying  the 
charge  of  the  pay  of  the  mili- 
tia of  that  part  of  Great-Bri- 
tain called  England,  when  un- 
embodied,  and  of  the  eloath- 
ing  of  the  part  of  the  faid 
militia  then  unembodied,  for 
one  year,  beginning  the  25th 
of  March)  1762,  as  mall  re- 
main in  the  receipt  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, after  the  faid  charges 
are  fatisfied. 

4.  That  there  be  raifed,  by 
loans  or  exchequer  bills  to  be 
charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to 
be  granted  in  the  next  feffion  ; 
and  fuch  exchequer  bills,  if 
not  difcharged,  with  intereft 
thereupon,  on,  or  before  the 
5th  of  April*  1764,  to  be  ex- 
changed, and  received  in  pay- 
ment in  fuch  manner  as  exche-r 
quer  bills  have  ufoally  been 

exchanged  and  received  in  pay-  > 

m,ent  -  1800000    o    o 

3847120    9     6 

That 
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That  an  ac~l,  made  in  the  £.       s.    d. 

fixth  year  of  his  late  Majefty 
JCing  George  the  fecond,  inti- 
tuled, An  aft  for  the  better  fe- 
curing  and  encouraging  the  trade 
Jo  his  Majejlf  *s  fugar  colonies  in 
America,  which  was  to  conti- 
nue in  force  for  five  years,  to 
j?e  computed  from  the  24th  of 
June,  IJ32*  and  to  the  end  of 
the  then  next  feflion  of  parlia- 
ment, and  which,  by  feveral 
fubfequent  acts,  made  in  the 
nth,  19th,  26th,  29th,  and 
31ft  years  of  the  reign  of  his 
faid  late  Majefty,  and  an  act, 
made  in  the  fir-ft  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
was  further  continued  until  the 
29th  day  of  September,  1763, 
and  from  thence  to  the  end  of 
the  then  next  feflion  of  parlia- 
ment, be  further  continued, 
with  amendments,  until  the 
29  th  day  of  September  >  1 764,  and 
from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
then  next  feflion  of  parliament. 

That  an  act,  made,  in  the 
2 ill  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
late  Majefty  King  George  the 
fecond,  intituled,  An  all  for 
encouraging  the  making  of  indigo 
in  the  Britifh  plantations  in 
America,  which  was  to  conti- 
nue in  force  for  feven  years, 
from  the  25th  day  of  March, 
1749,  and  from  thence  to  the 
end  of  the  then  next  feflion  of 
parliament,  and  which,  by  an 

ad, 
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ad,  made  in  the  28th  year  of  £.  s.  d. 
the  reign  of  his  faid  late  Ma- 
jefty, was  further  continued 
until  the  25th  day  of  March, 
ij6i,  and  from  thence  to  the 
end  of  the  then  next  feflion  of 
parliament,  be  further  conti- 
nued, with  amendments,  until 
the  25th  of  March,  1770,  and 
from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
then  next  feflion  of  parliament. 

Total  fum  provided  for      -      14199375  16     o 
by  this  feflion  » 

Provisions  exceed  the  grants       577335     1     7  1 
in  the  fum  of — * 

On  the  14th  of  March,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  a 
mefTage  from  his  Majefty  to  the  Houfe,  figned  by 
his  Majefty  ;  and  he  prefented  the  fame  to  the 
Houfe,  and  it  was  read  by  Mr.  Speaker,  and  is  as 
followeth,  viz. 

GEORGE  R. 
His  Majefty,  being  fenfible  of  the  zeal  and 
vigour  with  which  his  faithful  fubjects  in  North 
America  have  exerted  themfelves  in  defence  of  his 
Majefty's  juft  rights  and  pofTeflions,  recommends 
it  to  this  Houfe  to  take  the  fame  into  confidera- 
tion,  and  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  give  them  a 
proper  compenfation  for  the  expences  incurred  by 
the  refpective  provinces,  in  the  levying,  cloathing, 
and  pay  of  the  troops  raifed  by  the  fame,  according 
as  the  active  vigour  and  ftrenuous  efforts  of  the 
refpective  provinces  lhall  juftly  appear  to  merit. 

It  was  ordered,  nem.  con.  that  his  Majefty's  mei- 
fage  be  referred  to  the  confideration  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe. 

On 
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On  the  17th  it  was  refolved,  That  3  fum  not 
exceeding  5000  /.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  to 
be  paid  as  a  reward  to  John  Harrifon*  upon  a 
proper  difcovery  to  be  made  by  him,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  public,  of  the  principles  upon  which  his 
inftrument  for  meafuring  time  at  fea  is  conftruded ; 
and  that  the  faid  fum  be  applied,  for  the  purpofe 
aforefaid,  out  of  any  money  unapplied  to  the  ufe 
of  the  navy  in  the  hands  of  the  Treafurer  of  the 
navy. 

On  the  1 8th,  Mr.  Alderman  Bickinfon  reported, 
from  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
effects  of  an  ad,  made  in  the  laft  feilion  of  parlia- 
ment, intitled,  An  all  for  the  better  fupplying  the 
cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter  withffh,  and  to 
reduce  the  prefent  exorbitant  price  thereof \  and  to  fro- 
tetl  and  encourage  fijhermen ;  and  to  confider  of 
proper  methods  for  the  better  fupplying  the  faid 
cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter  with  fifh  at  mode- 
rate rates,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereupon, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  Houfe  \  that  the  com- 
mittee had  come  to  feveral  refolutions,  which  they 
had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe,  and 
which  were  as  follow,  viz. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter  have,  fmce  the 
act  panned  in  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  been 
better,  and  in  a  much  larger  degree  than  before  the 
pafling  the  faid  ad,  fupplied  with  fea-fifh  by  land- 
carriage  -,  and  that  the  late  exorbitant  price  of 
many  forts  of  fea-fifh  hath  hereby  been  confider- 
ably  reduced,  and  the  cities  of  London  and  Weft- 
minfter have  been  fupplied  with  many  forts  of  fea- 
fifh,  not  heretofore  ufually  brought  here. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
the  good  effeds  which  the  faid  ad  hath  produced, 
have  been  owing  to  the  laudable  and  indefatigable 
profecution .  of  the  plan  or  fcheme  concerted  by 
John  Blake ?  Efq-,  for  the* better  fupplying  the  dries 
;     .1  -         of 
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Of  London  and  Wefiminfter  with  fea-fifh  by  land- 
carriage,  and  which  hath  in  part  been  executed  by 
him,  notwithstanding  the  many  difficulties  he  met 
with  in  fuch  the  execution  thereof. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
fome  affiftance  ought  to  be  allowed  or  granted  ta 
the  faid  John  Blake,  to  encourage  and  enable  him 
further  and  effectually  to  carry  into  execution  the 
faid  plan  or  fchemej  concerted  by  him,  for  the 
better  fupplying  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftmin- 
fter  with  fea-fifh,  at  moderate  rates. 

The  firft  refolution  df  the  committee  being  read 
a  fecond  time,  was*  with  an  amendment  thereto* 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

That  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter  have* 
fince  the  act  pafTed  in  the  lafl  feflion  of  parliament* 
intitled,  An  aft  for  the  better  fupplying  the  cities  of 
London  and  Weftminfter  withfijh^  and  to  reduce  the 
prefent  exorbitant  price  thereof,  and  to  protect  and 
encourage  fifoermen,  been  better,  and  in  a  much 
larger  degree  than  before  the  palling  the  faid  acl:, 
fupplied  with  fea-fifh  by  land-carriage;  and  that 
the  late  exorbitant  price  of  many  forts  of  fea-fifh 
hath  thereby  been  confiderably  reduced,  and  the 
cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter  have  been  fup- 
plied with  many  forts  of  fea-fifh  not  ufually  brought 
there. 

The  fecond  refolution  of  the  committee,  being 
read  a  fecond  time,  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

The  lafl  refolution  of  the  committee  being  read 
a  fecond  time,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  quef- 
tion  being  put,  That  the  further  ^onfideration  of 
the  faid  report  be  adjourned  till  this  day  two 
months,  it  pafTed  in  the  negative :  Then  the  faid 
refolution  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Afterwards  it  was  refolved,    That  an  humble 

addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  would 

be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  directions,  that  there 

•  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  lift  of  the  general  and 

2  field 
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field  officers  of  his  Majefty's  land  forces,  and  alfo 
of  the  commiffion  officers  belonging  to  each  fepa- 
rate  regiment,  as  they  flood  on  the  firft  of  Janu- 

ary->  l7^S  »  as  a^°  tne  dates  of  tneir  feveral  corn- 
millions. 

On  the  19th  three  bills  pafTed  the  Honfe  :  The 
firft,  for  applying  the  money  granted  in  this  fef- 
fion  of  parliament,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the 
pay  and  cloathing  of  the  militia  of  that  part  of 
Great-Britain  called  England,  for  one  year,  begin- 
ning the  25th  day  of  March,  1763,  and  for  ap- 
pointing a  time  and  place  for  exercifing  the  militia 
in  the  faid  year :  The  fecond,  for  explaining  and 
amending  an  act,  made  in  the  3 1  ft:  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  II.  intitled,  An  aft 
for  the  due  making  of  bread,  and  to  regulate  the  price 
and  affize  thereof,  and  to  punijh  fuch  perfons  whojhali 
adulterate  meal,  flour \  or  bread :  And  the  third,  for 
granting  annuities  to  fatisfy  certain  navy,  victual- 
ling, and  tranfport  bills,  and  ordnance  debentures  v 
and  for  charging  the  payment  of  fuch  annuities  on 
the  linking  fund,  and  making  good  the  fame  to 
the  faid  fund,  in  manner  therein  mentioned. 

On  the  24th,  Six  William  Meredith  reported  from. 
the  committee,  to  whom  the  petition  of  feverai 
merchants  in  London*,  planters  in  South  Carolina* 
and  owners  of  fhips  trading  to  his  Majefty's  faid 
province  in  America ;  and  alfo  the  petition  of 
feverai  merchants  refiding  in  the  city  of  Briftol^ 
and  owners  of  fhips  trading  to  his  Majefty's  pro- 
vince of  South  Carolina  in  America,  were  feverally 
referred  •,  that  the  committee  had  examined  the 
matter  of  the  faid  petitions,  and  had  directed  him 
to  report  the  fame,  as  it  appeared  to  them,  together 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe  ;  and 
the  refolutions  of  the  committe  were  as  follow,  viz. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
granting  liberty  to  carry  rice  directly  from  South 
Carolina  to  the  Madeira,  and  other  African  iftands, 

will 
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will  greatly  tend  to  increafe  the  culture  and  com- 
merce of  the  faid  province  •,  and  that  granting 
liberty  to  export  rice  directly  from  the  faid  pro- 
vince to  the  American  iflands  and  fettlements,  will 
greatly  tend  to  increafe  the  culture  and  commerce 
of  the  faid  province. — It  was  ordered,  that  the 
confideration  of  the  faid  report  be  adjourned  till 
the  next  day.  It  was  then  adjourned  to  the  28th, 
.  afterwards  to  the  30th,  and  then  put  off. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  it  was  refolved,  nem.  con. 
that  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Briga- 
dier-general Draper,  for  the  eminent  fervices  he 
had  performed  to  his  King  and  country,  in  afiifting 
in  the  conqueft  of  Manilla,  and  the  reduction  of 
the  Philippine  iflands ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do 
fignify  the  fame  to  him.     And 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Vice- 
admiral  Cornijh,  for  the  eminent  fervices  he  had 
performed  to  his  King  and  country,  in  afiifting  in 
the  conqueft  of  Manilla,  and  the  reduction  of  the 
Philippine  iflands ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  fignify 
the  fame  to  him. 

It  was  alfo  refolved,  in  confequence  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Houfe  to 
inquire  into  the  management  and  application  of 
all  fuch  fums  of  money  as  have  been  collected 
within  ten  years  laft  pad,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of 
parliament,  for  repairing  any  particular  highway. 

That,  in  moll  of  the  turnpikes,  the  money  has 
not  been  lb  properly  managed  as  it  might  have 
been  ;  and 

That  the  truflees  of  the  feveral  trufts  have  not- 
given  due  attendance  at  the  public  meetings. 

A  LIST  of  the  ACTS  patted  this  Seffion. 

AN  Act,  For  the  land-tax. 
An  Act,  For  duty  on  malt. 
An  Act,  For  duty  on  cyder  and  perry. 
An  Act,  To  enable  foldiers,  &c,  toexercife  trades. 

An 
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An  Act,  For  granting  annuities  by  way  of  payment 
for  navy  bills.  < 

An  A 61,  For  cloathing  the  militia. 

An*  Act,  For  punifhing  mutiny  and  defertion. 

An  Act,  For  amending  an  aft  for  making  bread. 

An  Act,  For  regulating  the  affize  of bread  in  Scot- 
land. 

An  Act,  For  granting  two  millions  cf  money' out 
of  the  finking  fund. 

An  Act,  For  raifing  1,300,000!.  by  excheauer 
bills. 

An  Act,  To  prevent  fmugg ling. 

An  Act,  To  encourage  the  making  indigo  in  the 
plantations. 

An  Act,  to  amend  an  a 51  of  Henry  VIII.  intitled 
Jilk  works. 

An  Act,  To  prevent  fraudulent  votes  at  .country 
eletliuns. 

An  Act,  For  importation  of  damaged  Irifh  butter 
into  the  port  of  Liverpool  for  woollen  manufactories. 

An  Act,  For  lighting,  ckanjing,  and  paving  the 
Jlreets  of  Weft  minder. 

An  Act,  For  paving  the  town  of  Gofport. 

An  Act,  For  rebuilding  the  town  of  Wareham. 

An  Act,  For  regulating,  &c.  the  poor  of  St.  M&- 
ryV,  Whitechapel. 

An  Ad,  For  lighting  the  town  of  Newcafile. 

An  Act,  For  regulating  the  York  Building  com- 
pany. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  1763,  his  Majefty.  went 
to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
feflion  with  the  following  fpeech: 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
c  T  Cannot  put  an  end  to  this  feffion  of  parlia-  The  King*! 
c  X  nient,  without  exprefiing  my  thanks  for  the  lfeccU' 
c  fignal  zeal  and  difpatch  which  you  have  mani- 
*  felled  in  your  proceedings,  and  which  make  it 
x  unnecefTary  for  me  to  continue  it  any  longer. 

Vol.  VI.  Q^  \  I  in- 
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c  I  informed  you  at  your  firft  meeting,  thatpre- 
4  liminary  articles  were  figned  by  my  miniiter  and 
6  thole  of  France  and  Spain  ;  I  ordered  them  to 
4  be  laid  before  you,  and  the  fatisfaction  I  felt  at 
c  the  approaching  re-eftablifhment  of  peace,  upon 
4  conditions  fo  honourable  to  my  crown,  and  fa 
6  beneficial  to  my  people,  was  highly  increafed  by 

*  my  receiving  from  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
6  the  ftrongeft  and  moil  grateful  expreflions  of 
G  their  entire  approbation.  Thefe  articles  have 
c  been  eftablifhed,  and  even  rendered  ftill  more 
6  advantageous  to  my  fubjects,  by  the  definitive 

*  treaty,  and  my  expectations  have  been  fully  an- 

*  fwered  by  the  happy  effects  which  the  feveral 
€  allies  of  my  crown  have  derived  from  this  falu- 
6  tary  meafure.  The  powers  at  war  with  my  good 
4  brother  the  King  of  Pruffia,  have  been  induced 
c  to  agree  to  fuch  terms  of  accommodation  as  that 
c  great  Prince  has  approved,  and  the  fuccefs  which 

*  has  attended  my  negotiation  has  necefTarily  and 

*  immediately  diffufed  the  bleflings  of  peace 
6  through  every  part  of  Europe. 

*  I  acquainted  you  with  my  firm  refolution  to 
c  form  my  government  on  a  plan  of  flricTt  ceco- 

*  nomy.    The  reductions  neceflary  for  this  pur- 

*  pole  fhall  be  completed  with  all  poffible  expedi- 

*  tion  *,  and  although  the  army  maintained  in  thefe 

*  kingdoms  will  be   inferior  in  number   to  that 

*  ufually  kept  up  in  former  times  of  peace,  yet 

*  I  truft  that  the  force  propofed,  with  the  efta- 
c  blifhment  of  the  national  militia,  (whote  fervices 
c  I  have  experienced,    and  cannot  too  much  com- 

*  mend)  will  prove  a  fufficient  fecurity  for   the 

*  future. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

*  I  have  feen  with  the  higheft  concern  the  great 

*  anticipations  of  the  revenue,  and  the  heavy 
c  debts  unprovided  for  during  the  late  war,  which 

4  *  have 
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*  have  reduced  you  to  the  unhappy  neceflity  of 
€  impofing  further  burthens  upon  my  people.  Un- 
«  der  thefe  circumftances,  it  is  my  earned  wifh  to 
c  contribute  by  every  means  to  their  relief.  The  ut- 

*  mofl  frugality  fhall  be  obferved  in  the  difpofition 

*  of  the  fupplies  which  you   have   granted ;  and 

*  when  the  accounts  of  the  money  arifing  from  the 
c  fale  of  fuch  prizes  as  are  veiled  in  the  crown  fhall 

*  be  clofed,  it  is  my  intention  to  direct  that  the 
<  produce  fhall  be  applied  to  the  public  fervice. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
c  The  extenfion  of  the  commerce  of  my  fub- 
€  jects  ;  the  improvement  of  the  advantages  we 
c  have  obtained  ;  and  the  increafe  of  the  public 

*  revenue,  are  the  proper  works  of  peace.     To 

*  thefe  important  and  neceflary  objects  my  atten- 

*  tion  fhall  be  directed.  I  depend  upon  your  con- 
'  fiant  care  to  promote  in  your  ieveral  counties 
€  that  fpirit  of  concord  and  that  obedience  to  law, 

*  which  is  efTential  to  good  order,  and  to  the  hap- 
c  pinefs  of  my  faithful  fubjects.  It  is  your  part  to 
f  difcourage  every  attempt  of  a  contrary  tend- 
c  ency  ;  it  fhall  be  mine  to  maintain  the  honour  of 
\  my  crown,  and  to  protect  the  rights  of  my 
c  people.' 

It  was  upon  this  fpeech  that  the  celebrated  forty- 
fifth  number  of  the  North  Briton  was  written. 


Qjz  .     THE 


THE 

THIRD    SESSION 

O  F    T  H  E 
Twelfth  Parliament  of  Great-Britain. 

'This  Seffion  was  opened  at  Weflminfler,  on  the  i  $th 
<?/"  November,  1763,  by  his  Majefty,  with  the 
following  Speech  from  the  Throne* 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
The  King's6  /HP^HE  re-edablifhrnent  of  the  public  tran- 
^eech*  '  A  quillity,  upon  terms  of  honour  and  ad- 
4  vantage  to  my  kingdoms,  was  the  firfl  great  ob- 
c  ject  of  my  reign  :  That  falutary  meafure  has 
4  received  the  approbation  of  my  parliament,  and 
4  has  fince  been  happily  compleated,  and  carried 

*  into  execution,  by  the  definitive  treaty.     It  has 

*  been,  and  fhall  be,  my  endeavour  to  infure  the 

*  continuance  of   the  peace,    by   a  faithful   and 

*  Heady  adherence  to  the  conditions  upon  which 

*  it  was  concluded  :  And  I  have  the  fatisfaclion 
'to  acquaint  you,  that  the  feveral  powers  of 
4  Europe,  who  were  engaged  againft  us  in  the  late 

*  war,  have  given  me  the  ftrongeft  afTurances  of 
4  the  fame  good  difpofition.  Our  principal  care 
4  ought  now  to  be  employed  to  improve  the  valu- 
4  able  acquisitions,  which  we  have  made,  and  to 
4  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
4  may  mod  effectually  contribute  to  extend  the 
4  commerce,  and  to  augment  the  happinefs  of  my 
4  kingdoms. 

4  For  thefe  great  purpofes  I  have  called  you  to- 
4  gether.  It  will  ever  be  my  earned  wifh  and 
4  endeavour  to  demonftrate  to  my  people,  by  my 
4  actions,  the  love  which  I  bear  them  5  and  I  doubt 

4  not 
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4  not  of  receiving  from  them  the  grateful  and  juft 
4  returns  of  duty  and  affection. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
4.  I  will  order  the  proper  eftimates  for  the  fervice 

*  of  the  year  to  be  laid  before  you.  The  heavy 
4  debts  contracted  in  the  courfe  of  the  late  war, 
4  for  many  of  which  no  provifion  is  yet  made,  call 
4  for  your  utmoft  attention  and  the  ttricteft  fruga- 
4  lity.     I  muft  however  earneflly  recommend  to 

*  you  the  fupport  of  my  fleet,  to  which  our  paft 

*  fuccefTes  have  been  fo  much  owing,  and  upon 
4  which  the  future  welfare  and  importance  of 
4  Great-Britain  do  mod  efTentially  depend.  To 
4  eafe  my  people  of  fome  part  of  theie  burthens, 

*  I   have  directed,  as   I  promiled  at  the  end   of 

*  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,   that  the  money 

*  arifing  from  the  fale  of  the  prizes  veiled  in 
4  the  crown,  mould  be  applied  to  the  public 
4  fervice.     It  is  my  intention  to  refer ve,  for  tlie 

*  fame  ufe,  whatever  fums  mail  be  produced  by 
4  the  fale  of  any  of  the  lands  belonging  to  me  in 
4  the  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies,  which  were  ceded 

*  to  us  by  the  late  treaty. 

4  The  improvement  of  the  public  revenue,  by 
c  fuch  regulations  as  mail  be  judged  moil  expedi- 
4  ent  for  that  purpofe,  deferves  your  ferious  con- 
4  fideration.  This  will  be  the  fureft  means  of 
4  reducing  the  national  debt,  and  of  relieving  my 
e  fubjects  from  thofe  burthens,  which  the  expences 
4  of  the  lace  war  have  brought  upon  them  •,  and 
4  will,  at  the  fame  time,  eftablifh  the  public  credic 
4  upon  the  moil  folid  foundation. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
4  As  the  interefls  and  profperity  of  my  people 
4  are  the  fole  objects  of  my  care,  I  have  only  to 
4  defire,  that  you  will  purfue  fuch  meafures,  as 
4  are  conducive  to  thofe  ends,  with  difpatch  and 
J  unanimity.     Domeftic  union  will  be  efTentially 

Q^  3  5  neceffarjr 
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c  neceflfary  to  remedy  thofe  evils  which  are  the 
c  confequences  of  war,  to  enable  us  to  reap  the 

*  moil  permanent  advantages  from  the  conclufion 
c  of  the  peace,  and  to  difcourage  that  licentious 
6  fpirit,   which  is  repugnant  to  the  true  principles 

*  of  liberty,  and  of  this  happy  conftitution.     In 

*  this  opinion  I  truft  that  my  lubjects  will  be  con- 

*  firmed  by  your  example  -,  and  that  they  will  be 

*  taught  by  your  proceedings,   to  unite  their  ut- 

*  moil  endeavours  to  fupport  fuch  meafures,  as 
c  may  equally  tend  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of 

*  my  crown,   and  to  their  own  fecurity  and  hap- 

*  pinefs.5 

The  inftant  the  Commons  were  returned  to  their 
own  Houfe  from  the  Lords,  Mr,  Grenville,  who 
was  now  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  flood  up, 
Mr.Gren-  and  informed  them,  That  he  was  commanded  by 
vtl(t-  the  King  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  his  Majefty 
having  received  information,  that  John  Wilkes^ 
Efq;  a  member  of  the  Houfe,  was  the  author  of  a 
moft  feditious  and  dangerous  libel,  publifhed  fmce 
the  lad  feffion  of"  Parliament,  he  had  caufed  the 
faid  John  IVilkes,  Efq;  to  be  apprehended  and 
fecured,  in  order  to  his  being  tried  for  the  fame, 
by  due  courfe  of  law;  and  Mr.  Wilkes  having 
been  difcharged  out  of  cuftody  by  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  upon  account  of  his  privilege,  as 
a  member  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  having,  when  called 
upon  by  the  legal  procefs  of  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  flood  out,  and  declined  to  appear  and  an- 
fwer  to  an  information,  which  was  fince  exhibited 
againft  him  by  his  Majefty 's  Attorney-general,  for 
the  fame  offence:  In  this  fituation,  his  Majefty, 
being  defirous  to  mew  all  pofiible  attention  to  the 
privileges  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  every 
■  inftance  wherein  they  can  be  iuppofed  to  be  con- 
cerned •,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  thinking  it  of 
the  utmoft  importance  riot  to  fuffer  the  public 

-juftice 
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juftice  of  the  kingdom  to  be  eluded,  chofe  to  di- 
rect the  laid  libel,  with  the  Copies  of  the  examina- 
tions, upon  which  Mr.  Wilkes  was  apprehended  and 
fecured,  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  for  their  con- 
iideration. 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  having  deli- 
vered the  faid  papers  in  at  the  table,  it  was  refolved 
nem.  con.  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  Majefty,  to  return  him  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe 
for  his  mod  gracious  meffage,  and  for  the  .tender 
regard  therein  exprefled  for  the  privileges  of  the 
Houfe;  and  to  afture  his  Majefty,  that  the  Houfe 
would  forthwith  take  into  their  mofl  ferious  confi- 
deration  the  very  important  matter  communicated 
by  his  Majefty's  meffage. 

Then  the  Floufe  proceeded  to  take  the  papers  into 
consideration.  They  were,  The  North  Briton^ 
No.  45. — The  examination  of  George  Kearftey  ;  and 
the  examination  of  Richard  Balfe-,  which  being 
read,  it  was  refolved,  upon  a  divifion  of  273 
againft  1 1 1,  that  the  paper,  intitled,  6  The  North 
6  Briton,  No.  45/  is  a  falfe,  fcandalous,  and  fedi- 
tious  libel,  containing  expreffions  of  the  mod  un- 
exampled infolence  and  contumely  towards  his 
Majefty,  the  groifeft  afperfions  upon  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  and  the  moft  audacious  defiance  of  , 
the  authority  of  the  whole  Legislature,  and  moft 
manifeftly  tending  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the 
people  from  his  Majefty,  to  withdraw  them  from 
their  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and  to 
excite  them  to  traiterous  infurreclions.  And  next 
it  was  refolved,  That  the  faid  paper  be  burnt  by 
the  hands  of  the  common  hangman. 

Mr.  Wilkes,  who  had  feveral  times  flood  up,  was 
now  admitted  to  fpeak.  He  complained  of  a  breach 
of  privilege  in  the  following  terms: 
€  Mr.  Speaker, 

*  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  a  Mr.  IRA*. 
I  few  facts,    which  have  occurred  fince  our  laft 

Q^4  J  meeting, 
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*  meeting,  becaufe,  in  my  humble  opinion,  (which 
c  I  fhail  always  fubmit  to  this  Houfe)  the  rights  of 
€  all  the  Commons  of  England,  and  the  privileges 
c  of  Parliament  have,  In  my  perfon,  been  highly 
c  violated.  I  fhall,  at  pre  fen  t,  content  myfclf 
c  with  barely  ftating  the  facls,  and  leave  the  mode 
'  of  proceeding  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe. 

c  On  the  30th  of  April,  in  the  morning,  I  was 
c  made  a  prifoner  in  my  own  houfe,  by  iome  of 

*  the  King's   meffengers.     I  demanded   by   what 

*  authority  they  had  forced  their  way  into  my 
6  room,  and  was  fhewn   a  warrant  in    which    no 

*  perfon  was  named  in  particular,  but  generally 
c  the  authors,  printers  and  publifhers  of  9  fedi- 

*  tious  and  treafonable  paper,  intitled,  The  North 

*  Briton,  No.  45.  The  meflengers  infilled  on  my 
4  going  before  Lord  Halifax,  which  I  abfolutely 
c  refuied,  becaufe    the    warrant  was,    I   thought, 

*  illegal,  and  did  not  refpect  me.     I  applied,   by 

*  my  friends,  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for 
6  a  Habeas  Corpus,  which  was  granted,  but  as  the 
4  proper  office- was  not  then  open,  it  could  not  im- 
"*  mediately   ifiue.     I  was   afterwards  carried,   by 

4  violence,  before  the  Earls  of  Egremont  and  Hali- 
'  fax,  whom  I  informed   of  the  orders  given  by 

*  the  Court  of   Common  Pleas   for   the  Habeas 

*  Corpus  ;  and  I  enlarged  upon  this  fubject  to 
'  Mr.  V/ebb,  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treafury.  I 
4  was,  however,  hurried  away  to  the  Tower  by 

*  another  warrant,  which  declared  me  the  author 
c  and  publifhe'r  of  a  mod  infamous  and  feditious 
'  libel,  intitled,  The  North  Briton,  No.  45.    The 

*  word  treafonable  was  dropt,  yet  I  was  detained  a 
6  dole  prifoner,  and  no  perfon  was  furTered  to  come 
t  near   me  for  almCft  three  days,    although    my 

*  council,   and  feveral  of  my  friends,  demanded 

*  admittance,    in  order  to  cohcerc.  the  means  of 

*  recovering  my  liberty.  My  houfe  was  plundered, 

*  my  bureaus  broke  open,   by  order  of  two  o 

c  you, 
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c  your  members,  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Webb,  and 
c  all  my  papers  carried  away.  After  fix  days  im- 
c  prifonment  I  was  difcharged,  by  the  unanimous 
c  judgement  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  That 

*  the  privilege  of  this  Houfe  extended  to  my  cafe. 
4  Notwithstanding  this  folemn  decifion  of  one  of 

*  the  King's  fupenor  courts  of  juftice,  a  few  days 
V  after,  1  was.ferved  with  a  fubpcena  upon  an  in- 
c  formation  exhibited  againft  me  in  the  King's 
'  Bench.     I  loft   no  time   in  confuking  the  belt 

*  books,  as  well  as  the  greateft  living  authorities  ; 
*.  and  from  the  trueft  judgement  I  could  form,  I 
c  thought  that  the  ferving  me  with  a  fubpcena  was 
c  another  violation  of  the  privilege  of  Parliament, 
c  which  I  will  neither  defert  nor  betray,  and  there- 
'  fore  I  have  not  yet  entered  an  appearance. 

<  I  now  Hand  in  the  judgement  of  the  Houfe, 
c  fubmitting,  with  the  utmoft  deference,  the 
c  whole  cafe  to  their  juftice  and  wifdom,  and  beg 
c  leave  to  add,   that,  if,  after  this  important  bufi- 

*  nefs  has  in  its  full  extent  been  maturely  weighed, 
'  you  mall  be  of  opinion,  that  I  am  intitled  to 
1  privilege,  I  mall  then  be  not  only  ready,  but 
c  eagerly  defirous,  to  wave  that  privilege,  and  to 
c  put  myfelf  upon  a  jury  of  my  countrymen.' 

The  hearing  of  this  complaint,  and  the  further 
consideration  of  the  King's  meifage  were  adjourned 
to  the  23d  of  November. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  day's  debate,  Mr.  Samuel 
Martin,  who  had  been  mentioned  in  lbme  of  the 
early  numbers  of  the  North  Briton^  exclaimed 
that  the  author  of  thofe  papers  was  a  malignant 
and  infamous  coward.  When  the  Houfe  was 
up,  Mr.  Wilkes  fent  a  note  to  Mr.  Martin,  wherein 
he  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  the  author  of  thofe 
papers  in  which  he,  Mr.  Martin,  had  been  men- 
tioned. Next  morning  they  fought  with  piftols  in 
Hyde- Park.  Mr.  Wilkes  was  wounded,  which 
rendered  him  unable  to  attend  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons j 


234  Parliamentary     A.  1763. 

mons  •,  and  during  the  adjournment  for  the  Chrifi- 
mas  holidays,  he  retired  to  France. 

On  the   17th  the  Commons,  without  any  de- 
bate, agreed  to  the  following  addrefs  to  the  King, 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign^ 

Commons  c  \  T|  J  E  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 

addrefs.      <  y  y     fubjecls,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain 

6  in  parliament   affembled,    beg  leave  to  return 

*  your  Majefty  the  mod  humble  and  hearty  thanks 

*  of  this  houfe,   for  your  moft  gracious  fpeech 

*  from  the  throne. 

*  Permit  us,    at  the  fame  time,    to  offer  our 
e  warmed  congratulations  to  your  Majefty,  on  the 

*  aufpicious  birth  of  another  Prince,  and  on  the 
6  happy  recovery  of  your  royal  confort,  now  further 

*  endeared  to  this  country,  by  the  increafeof  thofe 

*  pledges  of  our  liberty  and  future  happinefs. 

4  We  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  Majefty  on 
c  the  completion  of  that  great  and  falutary  mea- 

*  lure,  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  public  tranquil- 

*  lity  upon  terms  fo  honourable  to  your  crown,  and 
'  fo  advantageous  to  your  people. 

"  Allow  us,  Sir,  to  allure  your  Majefty,  that 
♦  *  we  feel  the  higheft  fatisfaclion  in  the  declaration 

*  which  you  are  gracioufly  pleafed  to  make,  of 
6  your  refolution  faithfully  and  fteadily  to  adhere 

*  to  the  conditions  of  the  peace,  which  your  Ma- 

*  jefty  has  concluded  :  And  that  we  cannot  but 

*  confider  the  ftrong  affurances  of  the  fame  good 

*  difpofition,  given  by  the  feveral  powers  of  Europe 
c  who  were  lately  engaged  againft  us,  as  the  natu- 
6  ral  confequence  of  your  Majefty's  wifdom  and 

*  firmnefs ;    and  as  a  further   prefage,  that    the 

*  bleffings  of  peace  will  be  uninterrupted  and 
6  permanent. 

*  We  are  truly  fenfible  of  that  paternal  love  to 
€  your  people,  of  which  your  Majefty  is  pleafed 
6  to  affnre  us,  in  fo  arfecling  a  manner  y  and  we 

•  wiU 
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will  affiduoufly  apply  ourfelves   to   the  accom- 
plifhment  of    thole  great  purpofes,    for  which 
your  Majefty   has  called  us  together ;  the  im- 
provement  of    our   valuable   acquisitions,    the 
extension  of  our  commerce,  and  the  cultivating 
of  every  art  of  peace,  which  may  either  tend  to 
alleviate  the  heavy  burthens  occafioned  by  the 
war,  or  may  otherwife  contribnte  to  the  general 
welfare  of  thefe  kingdoms. 
6  We  beg  leave  to  aflure  your  Majefty,   that 
your   faithful   Commons  will  chearfully   grant 
to    your   Majefty    fuch.   fupplies    as    (hall    be 
found    neceffary    for   the  fervice   of  the   year^ 
that  they  will  be  careful  to  maintain  the  navy  of 
Great-Britain  upon  the   mod  refpectable  foot- 
ing •,  and  that  they  look  upon  your  Majefty's 
earneft  recommendation  of  this  important  object, 
as  a  teftimony  of  your  royal  attention  to  the  true 
andeffential  inrereftsof  this  country. 
6  We  acknowledge,  with  the  deepeft  fenfe  of 
gratitude,    your  Majefty's  gracious  and  tender 
concern  for  the  relief  of  your  people,  by  direct- 
ing that  the   money,  arifing  from   the   fale  of 
prizes  vefted  in  the  crown,  mould  be  applied  to 
the  public  fervice ;  and  for  that  additional  mark 
of  your  royal  beneficence,    in   fignifying  your 
intention  to  referve,  for  the  fame  ufe,  whatever 
fums  (hall  be  produced  by  the  fale  of  any  of  the 
lands  belonging  to  the  crown,  in  the  iflands  of 
the  Weft-Indies  ceded  by  the  late  treaty. 
*  Your   Majefty   may  be  aflured,  that  -we  will 
beftow  the  itricteft  attention  upon  that  intereft- 
ing  fubject,  which  your  Majefty  has  pointed  out 
to  our  ferious  confideration ;  and  will  diligently 
weigh  every  regulation,  which  may  be  propofed 
for  the  improvement  of  the  public  revenue,  as 
the  moft  effectual  method  to  reduce  the  national 
debt,  to  relieve  your  Majefty's  Subjects  from  the 

1  burthens, 
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6  burthens  of  the  late  war,  and  to  confirm  and 
■  ftrengthen  the  public  credit. 

4  We  are  thoroughly  convinced,  by  the  whole 

*  tenor  of  your  Majefty's  moft  aufpicious  reign, 

*  that  the  common  good  and  profperity  of  your 
c  people  are  the  ible  objects  of  your  care ;  and 

*  that  we  mould  therefore  be  wanting  to  ourfelves, 
4  and  negledtful  of  our  own  happinefs,  if  we  did 
4  not  purfue,  with  unanimity  and  difpatch,  fuch 

*  meafures  as  may  beil  contribute  to  thefe  great 
4  ends,  and  may  moll  effectually  difcourage  that 
4  fpirit  of  diforder  and  licentioufnefs,  which  is  no 

*  lefs  dangerous  to  liberty,  than  deftructive  of 
4  government. 

4  Animated  with  thefe  fentiments,  we  will  enT 

*  deavour,  by  our  own  conduct,  to  fet  an  example 
4  to  others  of  duty  to  our  Sovereign,  and  of  love 
4  to  our  country;  being  firmly  perfuaded,  that, 
4  under  a  Prince  adorned  with  thofe  virtues  which 
4  diftinguifli  your  Majefly,  your  real  interefls  and 
4  thofe  of  your  people  are  infeparable.* 

The  Speaker  being  taken  ill,  this  addrefs  was 
not  prefeoted  till  the  25th,  when  his  Majefly  wa£ 
pleafed  to  give  this  anfwer: 

Gentlemen, 
The  Kin^s  j Return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this  very  dutiful 
■*   and  affectionate  addrefs  *,   and  for  your  congratula- 
tions on  the  happy  event  of  the  birth  of  my  fecondfon. 

'The  fatisfaclion,  which  you  exprefs  at  the  re-efic- 
llijhment  of  the  public  tranquillity -,  is  highly  accept- 
able  to  me ;  and  your  refolution  to  purfue  fuch  mea- 
fures, as  are  moft  conducive  to  the  honour  and  happinefs 
of  my  kingdom^  will  always  meet  with  my  warmeft 
approbation  and  concurrence. 

On  the  2  3d,  the  Koufe  being  informed  that  one 
of  the  Sheriffs  of  the  city  of  London  attended  at 
the  door,  he  was  called  in ;  and,  at  the  bar,  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfe 

A  peri- 
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A  petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commons   of  the  city  of  London,    in   Common- 
council   affembled  :  And   then  he  withdrew,  and 
the  faid  petition  was  read  •,  taking  notice  of  the  act 
of  laft  ieffion,    for  granting  to  his  Majefty  feverai 
additional  duties  upon  wines  imported  into  this 
kingdom  •,  and  certain  duties  upon  all  cyder  and 
perry-,  and  for  raifing  the  fum  of  three  millions 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  by  way  of  annui- 
ties and  lotteries,  to  be  charged  on  the  faid  duties  9 
and  reprefenting  to  the  Houfe,  that  fuch  of  the 
rates  and  duties  by  the  laid  ad  granted,  as  are 
charged  upon  cyder  and  perry,  are  appointed  to 
be  under  the  receipt  and  management  of  the  com- 
miflioners  and  officers  of  his  Majefty's  revenue  of 
excife ;  and  the  makers  of  cyder  and  perry  are,  by 
the  faid  act,  made  liable  to  the  fearch,  furvey,  and 
controul,  of  the  officers  of  excife ;  and  to  divers 
forfeitures  and  penalties-  to  be  inflicted  .and  re- 
covered, without  the  intervention  of  a  jury,  by 
iummary  methods  of  proceeding  unknown  to  the* 
common  law  •,  and  that  the  petitioners  have  been 
informed,    that  that  mode  of  collecting  the  faid 
duties  is  an  intolerable  burthen  to  the  farmers,  and 
other  occupiers  of  orchard  ground,  who,   as  the 
makers  of  cyder  and  perry,  are  immediately  af- 
fected by  it;  and  alledging,  that  the  petitioners, 
though  not  immediately  affected  by  it,  in  its  pre- 
fent  operation,  are  deeply  inte  retted  therein,  as  it 
is   a   precedent   of  an   extenfion   of  excife  laws, 
which,    under   any   circumftances,    bear   fo   hard 
upon  the  liberty  of  the  fubject,  as  fcarcely  to  be 
deemed  lefs  burthenfome,  grievous,  and  prejudi- 
cial to  the  kingdom,  than  the  tenures  which  they 
abolifhed  •,  and,  as  this  precedent  appears  to  the 
petitioners  to  have  a  very  general,  dangerous,  and 
alarming;  tendency,  they  have  therefore  thought  in 
their  duty  (having  regard  to  the  rank  they  bear 
amongft  his  Majefty's  fubjects)  to  be  the  earlieft  in 

their 
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.  their  humble  application  to  this  Houfe,  to  obtain 
a  repeal  of  fo  much  of  the  faid  ad  as  fubje&s  the 
makers  of  cyder  and  perry  to  the  excife  laws,  in 
the  fulleft  confidence,  that  the  Houfe  will  Men  to 
the  petition  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  fubje&s,  in  a 
cafe  where  they  think  themfelves,  or  any  of  their 
fellow-fubjects,  aggrieved,  and  more  efpecially, 
where  their  liberties  are  concerned  •,  and  therefore 
praying  the  Houfe,  to  take  the  premiffes  into  their 
confideration,  and  to  grant  fuch  relief  therein,  as 
to  the  Houfe  fhall  feem  meet. — This  petition  was 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table, 

Then  the  Houfe  relumed  the  adjourned  confi- 
deration of  the  matter  communicated  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  meffage  of  the  15th,  and  a  motion  was 
made,  and  the  queftion  being  propofed,  '  That 
c  the  privilege  of  Parliament  does  not  extend  to 
c  the  cafe  of  writing  and  publifliing  feditious  libels, 
6  nor  ought  to  be  allowed  to  obitruct  the  ordinary 
6  courfe  of  the  laws,  in  the  fpeedy  and  effectual 
6  profecution  of  fo  heinous  and  dangerous  an  of- 
c  fence  5*  and  a  debate  arifing  thereupon,  the 
debate  was  adjourned  till  the  next  day,  the  24th, 
when  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he 
had,  in  the  chair,  received  a  letter  from  John 
Wilkes  1  Efq;  a  member  of  the  Houfe;  the  con- 
tents of  which,  Mr.  Wilkes  defired  might  be  com- 
municated to  the  Houfe  \  and,  the  faid  letter  hav- 
ing been  read,  defiring  that  the  further  confidera- 
tion of  his  cafe  might  be  deferred  until  he  was 
able  to  attend :  But  the  Houfe  refumed  the  debate 
upon  the  motion  of  privilege,  and  refolved,  c  that 
6  privilege  of  Parliament  does  not  extend  to  the 
*  cafe  of  writing  and  publiming  feditious  libels, 
c  nor  ought  to  be  allowed  to  obilrucl:  the  ordinary 
c  courfe  of  the  laws,  in  the  fpeedy  and  effectual 
c  profecution  of  fo  heinous  and  dangerous  an  of- 
c  fence/  Then  the  Houfe  was  moved,  that  the 
relblutions  of  the  Houfe,  of  the  15th,  relating  to 

the 


A.  1763.         DEBATES.  239 

the  paper,  intitled,  c  The  North  Briton,  No.  45,* 
might  be  read,  and  the  fame  being  read  accord- 
ingly, it  was  further  refolded,  that  the  faid  paper 
be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman  : 
And  the  faid  refolutions,  and  alio  the  refolution 
of  the  Houfe  of  this  day,  were  thereupon  ordered 
to  be  communicated  to  the  Lords  at  a  conference, 
and  their  concurrence  defired  thereto ;  as  the  mat- 
ter was  of  the  utmofl  importance  to  the  dignity  of 
the  crown,  and  the  honour  and  fafety  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  perfon  and  government,  and  to  the  autho- 
rity and  privilege  of  Parliament. 

On  the  25th,  Lord  Strange  having  reported,  that 
he  had  (according  to  order)  been  at  the  Lords  to 
defire  a  conference  ;  and  that  the  Lords  did  agree 
to  a  conference,  and  appointed  the  fame  immedi- 
ately, in  the  Painted-chamber  *,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  manage  the  fame  conference  ;  and, 
being  returned  from  it,  the  Lord  North  reported, 
that  the  managers  had  been  at  the  conference  with 
the  Lords,  and  had  communicated  to  their  Lord- 
fhips  the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe,  of  the  15th  and 
24th  days  of  this  inilant  November  \  and  alio,  the 
paper,  intitled,  c  The  North  Briton,  No.  45  \  and 
had  left  the  faid  refolutions  and  paper  with  their 
Lordfhips. 

On  the  28  th,  Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe, 
that,  in  obedience  to  their  commands  of  the  19th 
day  of  April  laft,  he  had  figniried  to  Brigadier- 
general  Draper,  and  Vice-admiral  Cornijlo,  the 
thanks  of  this  Houfe,  for  the  eminent  fervices 
they  had  performed  to  their  King  and  country,  in 
aflifting  in  the  conqueft  of  Manilla,  and  the  re- 
duction of  the  Philippine  iflands  ;  and  that  he  had, 
upon  the  21ft  day  of  April  lad,  received  the  fol- 
lowing anfwer  from  Brigadier-general  Draper : 


iV/- 
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Pall- Mall,  April  21,  1763. 
SIR, 
c  lam  this  moment  honoured  with  your  moft 
c  polite  and  obliging  letter,  fignifying  the  fenfe 
c  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  has  been  pleafed 
c  to  entertain  of  my  poor  fervices.  The  attention 
*  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  honourable  Houfe 
6  have  conftantly  fhewn  even  to  the  fmalkft  degree 
c  of  military  merit,  during  the  late  war,  can  be 
6  the  only  reafon  for  which  they  have  condeicended 
c  to  take  notice  of  me.  I  mall  ever  efteerri  it  the 
e  great  honour  of  my  life  to  have  had  their  thanks 
c  and  approbation.  ' 

'  I  am,  Sir, 
c  With  the  utmoft  refpecT:  and  confideration, 
'  Your  moft  obliged  and 
4  obedient  humble  fervant, 

4  WILLIAM  DRAPER.9 

On  the  29th,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  a  meffage  from 
and  figned  by  his  Majefty  to  the  Houfe  ;  and, 
having  prefented  the  fame,  it  was  read  by  Mr. 
Speaker,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz, 

GEORGE  R. 
His  Majefty,  having  received  propofals  for  a 
marriage  between  her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Frincefs 
Augufta,  and  his  ferene  Highnefs  the  hereditary 
Prince  of  Bran/wick  and  Lunenburg,  and  having 
been  pleafed  favourably  to  accept  and  agree  to  the 
fame,  has  thought  it  proper  to  communicate  his 
intentions  to  this  Houfe  •,  and,  as  his  Majefty  can- 
not doubt  but  that  this  alliance  with  fo  confiderable 
and  diftinguifhed  a  proteftant  family,  will  be  to  the 
general  fatisfa&ion  of  all  his  fubjects,  he  promifes 
himfelf  the  concurrence  and  affiftance  of  this 
Houfe,  in  enabling  him  to  give  fuch  a  portion  to 
his  eldeft  fitter,  as  may  be  fuitable  to  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  crown.  G.  R* 

Here- 
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Hereupon  it  was  refolved,  nem.  con.  that  an 
humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majeffy,  to  re- 
turn his  Majefiy  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe,  for  his 
communication  of  the  intended  marriage  between 
her  Royal  Highnef,  the  Princefs  Augufta,  his  Ma- 
jefty's  eldeft  fifter,  and  his  mod  ferene  Highnefs  the 
hereditary  Prince  ofBrunfwick  and  Lunenburg :  To 
exprefs  the  entire  fatisfaclio'n  of  this  Houfe,  at  the  ' 
profpect  of  this  alliance  with  fo  illuftrious  a  pro- 
teftant  family,  which  has  fo  fignally  diftinguifhed 
itfelf  in  the  defence  of  the  liberties  of  Europe-,  and 
to  alfure  his  Majefiy,  that  this  Houfe  will  enter 
into  the  immediate  confideration  of  this  important 
affair,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fhall  demon  (Irate  the 
zeal,  duty,  and  affection  of  this  Houfe  to  his 
Majefiy;  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  eminent  virtues  and 
merit  of  her  Royal  Highnefs -,  and  a  due  regard  to 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  Majefty *s  family. — 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  addrefs 
upon  this  refolution  ;  and  it  was  further  refolved, 
that  this  addrefs  mould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefiy 
by  the  whole  Houfe. 

On  the  firft  of  December,  a  meffage  came  from 
the  Lords,  by  Mr.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Lane,  defiring 
a  conference  with  the  Commons,  in  the  Painted- 
chamber,  upon  the  fubject- matter  of  the  laft  con- 
ference. The  Houfe  agreed  to  the  conference, 
and  appointed  the  managers  of  the  laft  conference 
to  manage  alfo  this  ;  and,  the  managers  being  re- 
turned, the  Lord  North  reported,  that  they  had 
met  the  Lords  at  the  conference,  which  was  to 
acquaint  the  Houfe,  that  the  Lords  had  taken  into 
consideration,  the  printed  paper,  intitled,  *  The 
<  North  Briton,  No.  4s,5  delivered  by  the  Com- 
mons at  the  laft  conference  -,  as  alfo  the  three  refo- 
lutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  thereupon, 
communicated  at  the  fame  conference ;  which  re- 
folutions  the  Lords  had  agreed  to,  by  filling  up  the 
blanks  with  *  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  &c.' 
"Vol.  VI.  R  Here- 
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Hereupon  it  was  refolved  by  the  Houfe,  that  the 
printed  paper>  intitled,  '  The  North  Briton,  No. 
4  4D,'  which  was  communicated  to  the  Lords  at 
the  laft  conference,  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the 
common  hangman,  at  the  Royal  Exchange  mLon- 
don,  upon  Saturday  next,  at  one  of  the  clock  ;  and 
that  the  Sheriffs  of  London  do  then  attend,  and 
caufe  the  fame  to  be  burnt  there  accordingly. 

The  concurrence  of  the  Lords  was  defired  to 
this  resolution  •,  and  it  was  further  refolved,  nem. 
con.  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  to  acquaint  his  Majefty,  that,  having 
taken  into  their  confideration  a  late  falfe,  fcanda- 
lous,  and  feditious  libel,  intitled,  '  The  North 
*  Briton,  No.  45,'  they  think  it  their  indifpenfable 
duty  to  exprefs  their  furprife  and  indignation,  at 
finding  that  neither  the  public  nor  private  virtues, 
which  1q  eminently  intitle  his  Majefty  to  the  higheft 
veneration,  as  well  as  to  the  mod  grateful  and 
loyal  attachment  of -all  his  fubje&s,  nor  the  gra- 
cious expreflions  of  his  tender  care  and  affection 
for  his  people,  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  at  the  end  of  the  laft  feflion  of  parliament, 
which  has  been  thus  infamoufly  traduced,  fhould 
have  been  fufficient  to  fecure  his  Majefty  from  fo 
infolent  and  unexampled  an  indignity  ;  that  fuch, 
indeed,  has  been  his  Majefty's  uniform  adherence 
to  the  principles  of  our  happy  conftitution,  and 
fuch  the  uninterrupted  harmony  and  good  corres- 
pondence between  his  Majefty  and  his  parliament, 
that  it  is  no  wonder  to  fee,  that  the  fame  audacious 
hand,  which  hath  dared  thus  grofsly  to  affront  his 
Majefty,  fhould,  at  the  fame  time,  violate  the 
other  facred  regards  prefcribed  by  the  laws  and 
conftitution  of  this  country,  afperfing  and  calum- 
niating every  branch  of  the  Legiflature,  and  en- 
deavouring to  excite,  amongft  all  ranks  of  his 
Majefty's  fubjects,  fuch  a  fpirit  of  difcord  and  dif- 
4  obedience. 
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obedience,  as  could  end  in  nothing  but  the  total 
fubveiTion  of  all  lawful  government. 

To  exprefs  alio  to  his  Majefty  their  firm  perfua- 
fion  andjuft  confidence,  that  this  moft  extravagant 
and  outrageous  attempt  will  prove  as  impotent  as 
it  is  wicked  \  that,  inftead  of  anfwering  the  pur- 
pofes,  for  which  it  appears  to  have  been  calcu- 
lated, it  will,  on  the  contrary,  ferve  to  excite,  in 
his  faithful  fubjects,  the  abhorrence  of  fuch  dan- 
gerous practices,  to  unite  them  more  firmly  in 
their  zealous  attachment  to  his  Majefty's  perfon 
and  government,  arid,  in  a  due  reverence,  for  the 
authority  of  the  Legiflature ;  and  laftly,  that,  in 
confequence  of  his  Majefty's  directions,  to  profe- 
cute  the  authors  of  this  infamous  libel,  it  will 
bring  fuch  punifhment  upon  thofe  who  (hall  be 
found  guilty  of  fo  atrocious  a  crime,  as  the  laws 
of  their  country  have  prefcribed,  and  as  the  pub- 
lic juftice  and  fafety  mall  demand. 

A  committee  of  the  managers  of  the  laft.  confe- 
rence  was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  addrefs,  to  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  upon  this  refolution ; 
and,  this  being  done,  accordingly,  another  confe- 
rence was  ordered  to  be  defired  with  the  Lords, 
upon  the  fubj eft-matter  of  the  laft  conference, 
which  the  Lords  having  agreed  to,  the  former 
managers  were  again  appointed,  and,  being  re- 
turned, the  Lord  North  reported,  that  they  had 
been  at  the  conference  with  the  Lords,  and  had  left 
the  addrefs  and  refolution  with  their  Lordfhips. 
Then  the  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  taking 
into  further  confideration  the  matter  communi- 
cated by  his  Majefty's  melTage  of  the  15th  of  No- 
member  laft*,  and  notice  being  taken,  that,  in  the 
examinations  laid  before  the  Houfe,  relating  to 
the  printed  paper,  intitled,  c  .The  North  Briton, 
4  No.  45,'  John  Wilkes  1  Efq;  a  member  of  the 
Houfe,  is  mentioned,  as  having  been  concerned 
in  the  writing  and   publifhing  thereof  \  and  the 
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Houfe  being  informed,  t,hat  there  is  evidence  ready 
to  be  produced  at  the  bar,  charging  the  faid  Mr. 
Wilkes  with  being  the  author  and  publifher  of  the 
faid  printed  paper ;  and  that  the  laid  Mr.  Wilkes 
Is,  at  prefent,  unable,  upon  account  of  his  health, 
to  attend  his  duty  in  the  Houfe  ;  it  was  therefore 
ordered,  that  the  faid  Mr.  Wilkes  do  attend  the 
Houfe  in  his  place,  to  anfwer  the  faid  charge,  upon 
this  day  fevennight,  if  his  health  would  then  per- 
mit. 

Afterwards,  a  meffage  came  from  the  Lords,  by 
Mr.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Lane,  defiring  a  prefent 
conference  with  the  Houfe,  in  the  Painted-cham- 
ber, upon  the  fubj eel-matter  of  the  laft  conference, 
which  being  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  the  fame 
managers  were  again  appointed  •,  and,  being  re- 
turned, the  Lord  North  reported,  that  they  had 
met  the  Lords  at  the  conference  •,  which  was,  to 
acquaint  the  Houfe,  that  the  Lords  had  agreed  to 
the  refolution  communicated  by  the  Commons  at 
the  laft  conference,  and  had  directed  the  paper  to 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  Sheriffs  of  London,  to  be 
burnt  accordingly  ;  and  that  their  Lordfhips  had 
alfo  agreed  to  the  addrefs  communicated  at  the 
faid  conference,  by  filling  up  the  blank  with 
*  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  fcfr.1 

The  other  order  of  the  day  being  then  read,  it 
was  ordered,  that  the  matter  of  the  complaint, 
made  to  the  Houfe  upon  the  15th  of  November 
laft,  in  relation  to  the  breach  of  privilege,  com- 
mitted againft  John  Wilkes,  Efq;  a  member  of  the 
Houfe,  be  heard  upon  this  day  feven-night. 

On  the  fecond,  Mr.  Speaker  reported  to  the 
Houfe,  that  the  Houfe  had  attended  his  Majefty 
with  their  addrefs ;  to  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed 
to  give  this  moil  gracious  anfwer  : 
Gentlemen, 

The  King's  jtfbank  you  for  ibis  dutiful  and  affectionate  addrefs  ; 

™  *"'      •*  and  have  great  fatisf action  in  receiving  from  you 

this 
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this  new  inftance  of  your  perfonal  regard  for  me  and 
my  family. 

On  the  5th,  a  meffage  came  from  the  Lords,  by/ 
Mr.  Holford  and  Mr.  Anguifh,  defiring  the  Houfe 
to  give  leave  to  Mr.  Alderman  Hurley,  one  of  the 
Sheriffs  of  the  city  of  London  (a 'member  of  the    , 
Houfe)  to  attend  their  Lordfhips  to-morrow,   in 
order  to  give  an  account  of  the  obftru&ions  made 
to  the  execution  of  an  order  of  both  Houfes  of   , 
Parliament  on  Saturday  laft.     The  Houfe  having 
refolved  to  give  leave  accordingly,   if  Mr.  Alder- 
man Harley  thought  fit ;  Mr.  Speaker  then  report- 
ed, that  both  Houfes  had   attended  his  Majefty 
with  their  addrefs;  to  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed 
to  give  this  mod  gracious  anfwer  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
CT'HE  very  affectionate  zeal  which  you  exprefs  for  the  The  King's 
-*     vindication  of  my  honour,  and  your  declared  refo-  an{vfQVt 
lution  to  fupport  the  authority  of  Parliament,  cannot 
fail  of  being  extremely  grateful  to  me.     It  has  been 
hitherto,  and  it  always  fh all  be,  my  care  to  regulate 
my  conducl  according  to  the  principles  of  the  conjlitu- 
tion.     I  will  not  therefore  be  wanting  in  carrying  the 
laws  into  execution,  againft  all  who  Jhall  prefume  to 
violate  any  of  thofe  principles  -,  and,  in  this  refolu- 
tion,  I  doubt  not  of  receiving  the  hearty  concurrence 
and  fupport  both  of  my  Parliament  and  my  people*. 

The  fame  day,  the  Houfe  refolved,  That  the 
fum  of  80,000/.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  the 
marriage  portion  of  her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prin- 
cefs  Augufta,  his  Majefty's  eldeft  fifter. 

On  the  6th,  Mr.  Sheriff  Harley  attended  the 
Lords,  together  with  Mr.  Sheriff  Blunt,  and  in- 
formed their  Lordfhips,  that  a  riotous  and  tu- 
multuous meeting  of  great  numbers  of  people,  on 
the  Saturday  then  laft,  had  abufed  and  in  faked  the 
faid  Sheriffs,  and  endeavoured  to  obftrucl:  them  in 
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carrying  into  execution  an  order  of  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament  for  burning  The  North  Briton,  No. 
45.  their  Lordfhips  came  to  the  following  refolu- 
tion, viz. 

6  Refolved,  by  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal 
c  in  parliament  affembled,    that  all 

*  perfons  concerned  in  the  riot  at  the  burning  of 
'  The  North  Briton,  No.  45,  on  Saturday  laft,  their 

*  aiders  and  abettors,  are  perturbators  of  the  pub- 
c  lie  peace,  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  this  coun- 
4    try,  and  obftruclors  of  the  national  juftice.' 

This  information  and  refolution  were  on  the  7th 
communicated  to  the  Commons  at  a  conference, 
and  the  concurrence  of  that  Houfe  defired  to  their 
refolution  ;  whereupon  it  was  by  that  Houfe  or- 
dered, that  Mr.  Sheriff  Harley  be  defired  to  attend, 
in  his  place,  the  next  morning,  at  which  time  the 
faid  Mr.  Sheriff  Blunt,  and  feveral  other  perfons, 
were  ordered  to  attend -,  and  it  was  ordered,  that 
the  report  of  the  conference  mould  be  taken  into 
further  confideration  the  next  morning  ;  when  the 
Houfe,  after  having  had  a  full  account  of  the  riot 
from  Mr.  Alderman  Harley,  Mr.  Sheriff  Blunt,  and 
feveral  other  perfons,  and  after  having  had  the  re- 
fokuions  of  the  Lords  read  a  fecond  time,  refolved 
mm,  con.  That  the  Houfe  doth  agree  with  the  Lords 
in  the  faid  refolution  ;  whereupon  the  blank  being 
filled  up  with  the  words,  c  and  Commons,'  a  con- 
ference was  ordered  to  be  defired  with  the  Lords 
upon  the  fbbjecl:- matter  of  the  lafl  conference,  and 
the  Lord  Strange  was  ordered  to  go  to  the  Lords 
and  defire  the  faid  conference  •,  prefently  after  which 
it  was  refolved  nem,  con.  That  the  Sheriffs  of  London 
and  Middlefex  had  conducted  themfelves  with  pro- 
per fpirit   and  vigour,    in   the  execution  of  the 
orders  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  for  burning 
The  North  Briton,   No.  45,  on  Saturday  laft  ;    and 
that  Mr.  Speaker  do  return  them  the  thanks  of 
that  Houfe,  for  their  good  behaviour  therein  *  and 

Mr. 


A.  1763.         DEBATES.  247 

Mr.  Alderman  Hurley  being  in  the  Houfe,  Mr. 
Speaker  acquainted  him  with  the  faid  refolution, 
and  gave  him  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  accord- 
ingly \  as  he  afterwards  did  by  letter  to  Richard 
Blunt,  Efq-,  and  received  a  very  polite  anfwer, 
which  he  communicated  to  the  Houfe  on  the  13th, 
And  on  the  faid  8th,  as  foon  as  the  Speaker  had 
given  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Mr.  H,.arley,  it 
was  refolved,  likewife  nem.  con.  That  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  will 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  directions,  that  the 
moft  effe&ual  method  may  be  taken,  for  difcover* 
ing  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  late  dangerous 
riot  upon  the  burning  of  "The  North  Briton,  in 
purfuance  of  a  fentence  paffed  unanimoufly  by 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament;  together  with  their 
aiders  and  abettors  ,  and  the  next  day,  upon  the 
report  of  Lord  Strange ',  the  Lords  were,  at  a  new 
conference  made  acquainted,  that  the  Commons 
had  agreed  to  their  refolution,  and  the  refolution, 
fo  filled  up,  was  left  with  them  accordingly. 

This  day  (the  7th  of  December)  the  Houfe  was 
informed  that  Dr.  Brockeljby,  phyfician,  and  Mr. 
Graves,  furgeon,  were  attending  at  the  door,  who 
could  give  the  Houfe  fome  information,  relating 
to  the  indifpofition  of  John  Wilkes,  Efq-,  and  who, 
being  called  in,  gave  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the 
prefent  ftate  of  his  health,  whereupon  the  order 
for  his  attending  was  put  off  till  the  16th,  as  was 
likewife  the  order  for  hearing  his  complaint  of 
breach  of  privilege. 

On  the  9th,  complaint  was  made  to  the  Houfe, 
that,  in  breach  of  the  privilege  of  that  Houfe, 
Alexander  Dunn  had  feveral  times  lately  threatened 
violence  againft  the  perfon  of  John  Wilkes,  Eiq; 
and  that  he  did  on  the  Tuefday  then  laft  (the  6th) 
endeavour  to  force  into  the  houfe  of  the  faid  Mr. 
Wilkes  ^  in  order  to  affaffmate  him  ;  and  the  Houfe 
'"being  informed,  that  the  faid  Dunn  was  then  in 

R  4  Suftody 


248  Parliamentary     A.  1763. 

cuftody  of  Mr.  Richard  Elfton,  tipftaff  to  Sir 
Eardley  Wilmoi,  Knt.  one  of  the  juftices  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  under 
the  hand  and  feal  of  the  faid  Mr.  juftice  Wilmot  \ 
it  was  thereupon  ordered,  that  the  faid  Elfton  mould 
bring  the  (aid  Dunn,  in  fafe  cuftody,  to  that  Houfe, 
the  next  .morning,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  fhould 
iflue  his  warrant  accordingly  ;  and  two  perfons 
then  named  were  ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe  at 
the  fame  time,  for  proving  the  facts  complained 
of:  But  next  day,  as  foon  as  the  reading  of  this 
order  of  the  day  was  moved  for,  the  Houfe  being 
informed,  that  fome  perfons  attended  at  the  door, 
who  could  prove  the  lunacy  of  the  faid  Dunn,  they 
were  called  in,  and  having  affirmed  at  the  bar,  that 
he  was  infane,  it  was  refolved  to  difcharge  Elfton 
from  any  further  attendance  on  the  Houfe  with 
Dunn. 

On  the  1 6th,  as  foon  as  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Mr.  Wilkes's  attending  in  his  place  was  read,  the 
'  Houfe  being  informed  that  the  phyfician  and  fur- 
geon,  before-mentioned,  were  attending  at  the 
door,  according  to  the  orders  made  by  the  Houfe 
on  the  14th,  they  were  called  in,  and  at  the  bar 
gave  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  then  prefent 
Jftate  of  Mr.  Wilkes9 %  health,  whereupon  it  was 
ordered,  that  the  faid  Mr.  Wilkes  mould  attend 
that  Houfe,  in  his  place,  upon  Tuefday  the  19th  of 
January  next,  if  his  health  would  then  permit; 
and  as  foon  as  this  was  agreed  to,  a  motion  was 
made,  that  Dr.  Heberden,  the  phyfician,  and  Mr. 
Cafar  Hawkins,  one  of  his  Majefty's  ferjeant  fur- 
geons,  be  defired  to  attend  John  Wilkes,  Efq; 
from  time  to  time,  at  proper  intervals,  to  obferve 
the  progrefs  of  his  cure  •,  and  that  they,  together 
with  Dr.  Brocklefoy,  and  Mr.  Graves,  do  attend 
this  Houfe,  to  report  their  opinion  thereupon,  on 
the  19th  of  January  next,  in  cafe  the  faid  John 
Wilkes^  Efqj   be  not  then  able  to  attend  in  his 

place. 
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place.  Though  the  Houfe  was  now  become  thin 
(becaufe  no  inch  motion  was  expected)  yet  this 
motion  was  oppofed,  and  the  previous  queftion 
moved  for,  which,  after  debate,  was  put,  and 
carried  in  the  affirmative  by  71  to  30  -,  after  which 
the  main  queftion  being  in  courfe  put,  was  agreed 
to,  and  it  was  ordered  accordingly ;  and  then  the  1 
hearing  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  firft  complaint  of  a  breach 
of  privilege  was  put  off  to  the  fame  day. 

On  the  20th,  the  Houfe  adjourned  for  the  holi- 
days to  the  1 6th  of  January,  1764.. 

During  this  recefs  Mr.  Wilkes  retired  to  France. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  upon  the  order  of  the 
day  being  read  for  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
Mr.  Speaker  informed  the  Houfe  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  by  the  pod  from  Mr.  Wilkes  at 
Paris,  with  a  paper  inclofed,  purporting  to  be  a 
certificate  of  one  of  the  French  King's  phyficians, 
and  of  a  furgeon  of  the  French  army,  relating  to 
the  flate  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  health,  but  not  authenti- 
cated before  a  notary  public,  nor  the  fignature 
thereof  verified  in  any  manner.  Mr.  Speaker  thet| 
read  the  letter,  which  was  as  follows  : 

Paris,  Hotel  de  Saxe,  Jan.  11,  1764. 
«  SIR, 
*  I  cannot  exprefs  the  concern  I  am  under,  from 
c  the  impoffibility  I  now  find  of  attending  my  duty 

*  in  Parliament  on  the  19th  of  this  month  :  I  have 
4  fuffered  very  much  from  the  tour  I  made  here  in 

*  the  holidays  to  fee  my  daughter:  My  wound  is 
c  again  become  extremely  painful,  the  parts  are 
c  very  much  inflamed,  and  a  fever  attends  it.  I 
c  inclofe  a  certificate  of  one  of  the  King's  phyfi- 
'  cians,  and  a  furgeon  of  the  army,  Gentlemen  of 
'  eminence  in  their  profefiion,  who  think  it  abfo- 

*  lutely  neceffary  for  me  to  flay  fome  time  longer 
4  at  Paris.  I  refer  to  the  certificate  itfelf  for  the 
4  particulars. 

<  The 
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ft  The  impatience  I  feel  to  juftify  myfelf  to  the 

*  Houfe,  from  the  ground lefs  and  cruel  attacks 
4  upon  me,  and  the  zeal  I  hope  ever  to  retain  for 
c  the  vindication  of  the  facred  rights  of  the  Com- 
6  mons  of  Great-Britain,    and   the  privileges  of 

*  Parliament,  both  of  which  have  been  grofsly 
4  violated  in  my  perfon,  had  determined  me  to  fee 
c  out  for  England  on  Friday  next,  but  I  now  find 

*  myfelf  incapable  of  performing  the  journey.     I 

*  am  therefore,  Sir,  under,  the  neceffity  of  intreat- 

*  ing  you  to  fubmit  my  cafe  to  the  Houfe,  and  I 
'  doubt  not,  from  their  jufticc,  a  more  diftant  day 

*  will  be  appointed,  when  it  may  be  in  my  power 
1  to  attend  the  difcuffion  of  points  very  important 

*  in  thernfelves,  and  in  which  I  am  very  materially 

*  concerned. 

c  I  would  not,  Sir,  implore  this  of  the  Houfe, 

*  if  I  thought  the  delay  could  be  attended  with  any 

*  pofiible  inconvenience  to  the  public  ;  and  I  beg 

*  to  obferve,  that  I  feized  the  firft  moment,  which 

*  the  refolutions  of  Parliament  gave  me,  to  enter 

*  my  appearance  to  the  informations  filed  againfl 

*  me  in  the  King's  Bench.    I  am,  with  due  refpeet 

*  and  regard, 

SIR, 
c  Your  moft  obedient  and  humble  fervant, 

<  JOHN  WILKES.* 
Right  honourable 
Sir  John  Cuft. 

The  paper  indofed  was  as  follows : 

*  Nous  fouffignes  medecin  confuhant  du  Roi,  ci 
c  devant  medecin  en  chef  des  fes  armees  en  Alle- 

*  magne  et  en  Efpagne,  et  nous  chirurgien  con- 
c  fultant  des  armees,  et  chirurgien  major  du  regi- 

*  ment  des  Gardes  Francoifs,  certifions  que  Mon- 
c  fieur  Jean  Wilkes  eft  dans  un  etat  que  ne  lui  per- 
c  met  point,  tant  par  raport  a  fa  blelTure  qui.ri'efl 

*  pas  encore  entierement  cicatrifee,  que  par  raport 

*  a  la 
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'  a  la  fievre  qui  lui  eft  furvenue  d'entreprendre  la 

*  rout  de  Paris  a  Londres  ;  qu'il  feroit  a  craindre, 

*  un  Finflammation  et  le  bourfoufflement  confide- 
'  rable  arrives  depuis  peu  de  jours,    qu'il  ne   fe 

*  format  une  hernie  a  la  quelle,  il  ne  feroit  point 

*  poffible  de  remedier,  que  pour  prevenir  cet  acci- 
*•  dent,  dont  il  eft  menace  ar.  que  movement  vio- 
c  lent,  tel  que  celui  d'une  chaife  de  pofte,  et  Fagi- 
c  tation  de  la  mer  ne  manqueroient  pas  de  deter- 
c  miner,  il  eft  abfolument  indifpenfable  qu'il  refte 
c  encore  quelque  terns  a  Paris.     En  foi  de  quoi 

*  nous  lui  avons  delivre  le  prefent  certificate.  A 
4  Paris,   1 1  Janvier,   1 ;  64/ 

NlNNIN. 
DUFOUARE. 

The  Houfe  being  informed,  that  the  Doctors 
Heberden  and  Brocklejby,  and  MefT.  Hawkins  and 
Graves^  were  attending  at  the  door,  according  to 
order,  they  were  feverally  called  in,  and,  at  the 
bar,  examined  ;  and  were  feverally  directed  to 
withdraw.  And  a  motion  being  made,  and  the 
queftion  being  put,  that  the  further  confideration 
of  the  faid  order  of  the  day,  for  the  attendance  of 
John  Wilkes,  Efq;  in  his  place,  to  anfwer  a  charge, 
mentioned  in  an  order  of  the  Houfe,  of  Thurfday 
the  firft  of  December  laft,  be  adjourned  till  to-mor- 
row morning,  it  pafled  in  the  negative,  by  239 
againft  102;  whereupon  it  was  refolved, 

That  John  JVilkes,  Efq;  a  member  of  this  Houfe, 
having  been  required,  by  the  repeated  orders  of 
this  Houfe,  to  attend  in  his  place,  to  anfwer  the 
charge  of  being  the  author  and  publifher  of  the 
printed  paper,  intitled,  *  The  North  Briton,  No. 
45 ;'  and  having  been,  from  time  to  time,  excufed 
from  his  attendance,  upon  the  days  appointed,  on 
the  reprefentations  made  to  this  Houfe  of  his  ut- 
ter inability  to  attend,  in  refpecl:  of  his  Health; 
and,    after   refuting  to  admit  the   phyfician  and 

furgeon 
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furgeon  appointed  by  this  Houfe  to  obferve  and 
report  the  ftate  of  his  health,  having  withdrawn 
himfelf  into  a  foreign- country,  without  aMigning 
a  fuffieient  caufe,  is  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  the 
authority  of  this  Houfe  ;  and  that  this  Houfe  will 
therefore  now  proceed  to  hear  the  evidence  upon 
the  matter  of  the  faid  charge. 

Then  another  *  of  the  faid  papers,  intitled  c  The 
*  North  Briton,  No.  45/  was  produced,  and  de- 
livered in  at  the  table  ;  and  feveral  perfons,  who 
were  ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe  this  day,  v/ere 
feverally  called  in,  and,  at  the  bar,  examined,  in 
fupport  of  the  faid  charge  ;  and,  the  faid  perfons 
being  feverally  directed  to  withdraw,  a  motion  was 
made,  and,  the  queftion  being  put,  that  the  fur- 
ther hearing  of  evidence,  upon  the  matter  of  the 
faid  charge,  be  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
it  pafTed  in  the  negative  ;  then  feveral  others  of  the 
perfons  who  were  ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe 
this  day,  and  alfo  another  witnefs,  [Curry]  were 
feverally  called  in,  and  at  the  bar  examined,  and 
evidence  was  produced,  in  further  fupport  of  the 
faid  charge;  and  they  were  feverally  directed  to 
withdraw :  And  a  motion  was  made,  and,  the 
queftion  being  put,  that  the  further  hearing  of 
evidence,  upon  the  matter  of  the  faid  charge,  be 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  it  palled  in  the 
negative.  Then  another  of  the  perfons  who  were 
ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe  this  day  was  called  in, 
and  at  the  bar  examined,  in  further  fupport  of  the 
faid  charge. 

The  fubftance  of  all  this  evidence  (which  was 
not  upon  oath)  was  as  follows  : 

William  John/tone,  bookfeller,  proved  fome  trivial 
intercourfe  with  Mr.  fVilkes,  relative  to  the  North 
Briton  in  its  infantine  ftate. 

Richard 

*  This  was  a  reprinted  copy  of  the  ofFcnfive  paper;  and  it  is  proper 
to  obferve,  that  all  the  fubfequent  proceedings  againft  Mr.  Wilkes>  relate 
to  this  reprinted  copy,  and  not  to  the  original  publication  of  the  North 
Briton,  v 
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Richard  Balfe,  and  George  Kearjley  (the  original 
printer  and  publifher  of  the  North  Briton,  No.  45) 
were  not  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  infor- 
mations being  filed  againft  both  in  the  King's  Bench. 
But  a  written  copy  of  their  examinations  before  the 
Secretaries  of  State,  together  with  the  letters,  and 
other  papers,  feized  at  Kearjlefs  by  the  general 
warrant,  were  read.  Their  examinations  related 
only  to  the  original  publication,of  the  North  Briton. 

Andrew  Millar,  bookfeller,  and  Thomas  ^Cadell, 
his  apprentice,  could ,  only  prove  Mr.  Wilkes  hav- 
ing offered  to  treat  with  Mr.  Millar  about  publifh- 
ing  the  firft  number  of  the  North  Briton,  which  he 
declined. 

Charles  Shaw  (Balfe*  $  apprentice)  could  only 
prove  the' printing  of  the  North  Briton,  No.  45, 
but  he  knew  not  where  the  proof-meet  went. 

Jonathan  Scott  could  only  prove  Mr.  Wilkes's 
hand- writing. 

William  Richard/on,  printer,  could,  only  prove 
the  publication  of  the  firft  twenty-five  numbers. 

One  Curry  (one  of  the  printers  who  had  worked 
in  Mr.  Wilkes's  houfe)  was  the  only  evidence  upon 
which  the  Houfe  was  to  determine  the  authorfhip 
of  Mr.  Wilkes.  This  man  did  not  even  know 
Mr.  Wilkes  until  feme  months  after  the  forty-fifth 
number  of  the  North  Briton  had  been  publifned. 
He  could  only  fay,  that  being  a  workman  in  Mr. 
Wilkes's  houfe,  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  reprinted 
all  the  North  Britons  in  volumes  for  Mr.  Wilkes. 
He  could  fay  nothing  but  what  related  to  the  re- 
publication, or  rather  the  reprinting,  of  thofe  papers. 
And  being  aiked  by  Col.  Onflow  concerning  the 
EfTay  on  Woman,  he  acknowledged,  that  he  had 
received  money  for  furnifhing  parr  of  a  copy  of  it, 
which  he  had  taken  out  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  houfe.  This 
was  all  the  evidence.  And  though  it  was  half  an 
hour  pad  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  yet  it  was 
moved  to  refolve, 

That 
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That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  the  faid 
John  Wilkes,  Efq;  is  guilty  of  writing  and  pub- 
lishing the  paper,  intitled  c  The  North  Briton, 
c  No.  45,'  which  this  Houfe  has  voted  to  be  a 
falfe,  fcandalous,  and  feditious  libel,  containing 
expreffions  of  the  moft  unexampled  infolence  and 
contumely  towards  his  Majefty,  the  groffeft  afper- 
fions  upon  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  the 
mod  audacious  defiance  of  the  authority  of  the- 
whole  Legiflature  ;  and  moft  manifeftly  tending  to 
alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  from  his  Ma- 
jefty ;  to  withdraw  them  from  their  obedience  to 
the  laws  of  the  realm  •,  and  to  excite  them  to  trai- 
terous  infurrections  againil  his  Majefty's  govern- 
ment. 

Upon  which  it  was  further  refolved,  that  the 
faid  John  Wilkes,  Efq-,  be,  for  his  faid  offence,  ex- 
pelled this  Houfe. 

Here  ended  the  confideration  of  the  King's  com- 
plaint againft  Mr.  Wilkes. — Had  Charles  the  Firft, 
when  he  was  fo  defirous  of  feizing  the  five  mem- 
bers in  1 641,  acted  with  the  lame  policy,  he 
would  effectually  have  deftroyed  the  liberties  of 
England.  But  Charles  was  too  precipitate;  and 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  taking  fire  at  his  violence, 
from  that  moment  refolved  to  refill  him.  The 
minifters  of  George  the  Third  feem  to  have  pro- 
fited by  that  imprudence.  The  King  wants  a 
member  to  be  punifhed ;  they  do  not  advife  his 
Majefty  to  come  himfelf  and  feize  him  \  but  to 
fend  a  meffage.  The  Houfe  return  thanks  for 
this  meffage,  and  go  directly  into  the  confideration 
of  the  paper,  which  they  vote  a  libel,  though, 
according  to  the  meffage,  it  was  fubjudice,  and 
they  had  not  heard  their  own  member  in  his  de- 
fence. He  alio  makes  a  complaint  •, — of  a  moft 
grofs  and  dangerous  breach  of  privilege.  But 
that  is  poftponed,  though  by  the  rules  of  the 
Houfe,  it  ought  to  have  been  heard  firft.    To  all 

man- 
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mankind  thefe  proceedings  appeared  malicious  and 
precipitate.  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been  ferved  with  a 
iubpcena,  and  he  had  entered  his  appearance  to 
the  profecutions  carrying  on  againft  him  in  the 
court  of  King's  Bench,  where  the  matter  muft,  if 
the  Attorney  General  pleafed,  be  determined 
-within  a  few  weeks.  What  neceflity  was  there 
then  for  thus  pre-judging  his  caufe,  and  pre-de- 
termininghis  guilt,  while  the  matter  w&sfubjudice 
in  Weftminfter  Hall?  A  few  weeks  patience  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  could  not  hinder  the  courfe 
of  law.  The  juftice  of  the  nation,  and  the  privi- 
lege of  parliament  were  folemnly  mocked  and 
violated  to  gratify  the  malice  of  the  court,  and  to 
obviate  a  motion  of  expulfion. 

Next  day  a  new  writ  was  ilTued  for  electing 
another  member  for  Ayle(bury  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Wilkes. 

Same  day  Lord  Charles  Spencer  reported  to  the 
Houfe,  That  their  addrefs  of  yefterday  (to  con- 
gratulate his  Majefty  on  the  happy  nuptials  of  her 
Royal  Highnefs  Princefs  Augufta^  and  his  moil 
ferene  Highnefs  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick 
arid  Lunenburg)  had  been  prefented  to  his  Majefty  j 
and  that  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  fay  : 

Gentlemen, 
J  Receive  this  very  dutiful  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  fl/ine  King's 
-*  Commons  with  great  fatisfaffion,  as  it  gives  me  a  *rfw«« 
frefhmark  of  their  affeclion  to  my  per f on  and  family. 

Her  Majefty  the  Queen,  to  whom  an  addrefs  of. 
the  Houfe  was  alfo  prefented  on  this  occafion,  was 
pleafed  to  fay : 

Gentlemen, 
J  Am  obliged  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  their  con-  Qm^s  an- 
A  gratulalions  on  this  joyful  occafion^  which  I  look  fwer« 
upon  as  a  new  mark  of  their  regard* 

And 
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And  her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  Dowager 
of  Wales  ^  who  like  wife  was  addreffed  by  the  Houfe 
on  the  fame  joyful  occafion,  was  pleafed  to  fay  : 

Gentlemen, 
Princefs  •      T  Return  you  heartily  thanks  for  this  mark  of  your 
anfwcr!r  attention  and  regard  for  me>  and  the  happinefs  of 

my  family. 

The  fame  day,  complaint  was  made  to  the 
Houfe,  of  a  breach  of  privilege  of  the  Houfe,  by 
Robert  Woody  Efq;  a  member  of  the  Houfe  •,  Phi- 
lip-Cartaret  Webb^  Efq;  a  member  of  the  Houfe ; 
Robert  Blackmore^  James  Watfony  and  John  Money ; 
by  the  imprifonment  of  the  perfon  of  John  Wilkes, 
Efq;  then  a  member  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  feizing 
of  his  papers  in  an  illegal  manner.  -And,  the  faid 
Meff.  Webb  and  Wood  being  in  their  places,  the 
matter  of  the  faid  complaint  was  ordered  to  be 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  on  the  26th  of 
January,  at  which  time  it  was  again  put  off  to  the 
13th  of  February. 

On  the  24th,  General  Townfloend  acquainted  the 
Houfe,  that  the  Gentlemen  appointed  to  attend 
her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Fr  meek  Augufta,  and  his  mod 
ferene  Highnefs  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick 
Lunenburg^  with  the  congratulatory  melfage  of  this 
Houfe,  had  attended  their  Highnefies  accordingly ; 
and  that  her  Royal  Highnefs  had  commanded  him 
to  fay  :  '  That  her  Royal  Highnefs  is  extremely 
■  happy,  in  receiving  from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
c  mons  this  particular  mark  of  their  regard.'  And 
that  his  ferene  Highnefs  had  ordered  him  to  return 
his  thanks  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  their 
congratulation  j  and  to  allure  the  Houfe,  that  he 
mould  ever  retain  a  particular  remembrance  of  this 
mark  of  their  attention. 

It  was  afterwards  refolved,  that  the  Houfe 
would,  upon  this  day  feven-night,  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  lo  confider 

of 
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of  fuch  alterations  and  amendments  as  might  be 
proper  to  be  made  in  the  cyder  act  of  the  1  'aft  kf- 
fion  ;  whereupon  the  feveral  petitions,  which  had 
been  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  complaining  of  the 
faid  new  duty,  fo  far  as  the  fame  related  to  any 
alterations  and  amendments,  which  might  be  pro- 
per to  be  made  in  the  faid  act,  were  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  faid  committee.  This  matter  was 
afterwards  adjourned  to  the  8th  of  February. 

February  6th,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  quef- 
tion  being  propofed,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  his  Majefty  will  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  directions,  that  the  pro- 
per officers  do  lay  before  this  Houfe  a  copy  of  the 
warrant  of  apprehenfion,  whereby  John  Wilkes,  Efq; 
then  a  member  of  this  Houfe,  was  apprehended, 
it  paffed  in  the  negative. 

February  8th,  Mr.  Cornwall  (according  to  order) 
reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider  further  of  fuch 
alterations  and  amendments,  as  may  be  proper  to 
be  made,  in  fuch  part  of  an  act,  paffed  in  the  laft 
feflion  of  Parliament,  intitled,  An  aft  for  granting 
to  his  Majefty  feveral  additional  duties  upon  wines  im- 
ported ■  into  this  kingdom,  and  certain  duties  upon  all  ■ 
cyder  and  perry  ;  and  for  raifing  the  fum  of  three  mil- 
lions, five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  by. way  of  annui- 
ties and  lotteries,  to  be  charged  on  the  faid  duties,9 
as  lays  a  new  duty  of  excife  on  cyder  and  perry,  to 
be  paid  by  the  makers  thereof;  the  refolutions 
which  the  committee  had  directed  him  to  report  to 
the  Houfe,  which  were  as  follow,  viz. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
from  and  after  the  5th  day  of  July,  iy6*.,  inftead 
of  the  compofition  authorifed  to  be  made,  by  the 
act  paffed  in  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  for  the 
duty  thereby  granted  upon  cyder  and  perry,  con- 
fumed  in  the  private  families  of  the  makers  there- 
of, a  con^pofition  be  allowed,  after  the  rate  of  2  s. 
Vol.  VI.  S   '  per 
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per  annum,  for  each  perfon,  of,  or  above  the  age 
of  eight  years,  in  fuch  families  refpectively.    And, 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
the  time  for  the  payment  of  the  duties,  charged 
on  cyder  and  perry,  limited  by  the  faid  act  to  the 
fpace  of  fix  weeks,  be  prolonged  to  the  fpace  of 
fix  months.  A  bili  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
upon  thefe  refolutions. 

February  9th,  Mr.  Alderman  Dickinfon  (accord- 
ing to  order)  reported  from  the  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  confider 
of  ways  and  means  for  raifing  the  fupply  granted 
to  his  Majefty,  the  propofal  of  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  England  \  which  pro- 
pofal was  as  follows. 

*£o  the  honourable  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain  in 
Parliament  ajfembled,  the  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  Bank  of  England  humbly  propofe, 

That  they  advance  the  fum  of  1,000,000/. 
for  the  public  fervice,  on  Exchequer  bills,  to  be 
made  forth  by  virtue  of  an  act  to  be  paiTed  in  this 
fefllon  of  Parliament,  bearing  the  Intereft  at  the 
rate  or  premium  of  3  /.  per  cent*  per  annum,  the 
faid  intereft  to  be  paid  quarterly,  and  the  faid  Ex- 
chequer bills  to  be  charged  and  chargeable  upon, 
and  repaid  by  and  out  of  the  firft  aids  or  fupplies 
"which  mall  be  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  fervice 
of  the  year  1766;  and  in  cafe  fufHcient  aids  or 
fupplies  mould  not  be  granted  for  that  purpofc 
before  the  5th  day  of  April,  1766,  the  fame  to  be 
charged  and  chargeable  upon,  and  be  repaid  out 
of,  the  Sinking  Fund  :  And  alfo,  that  they  pay 
into  his  Majefty's  Exchequer  the  fum  of  1 10,000/. 
to  be  difpofed  of  by  Parliament,  without  any  re- 
payment of  the  principal,  or  allowance  of  intereft 
for  the  fame. 

And  they  humbly  further  propofe,    that  they 
be  continued  a  corporation,  with  the  foie  power 

of 
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of  banking,  for  the  term  of  twenty  one  years, 
from  the  firft  of  Auguft,  1765,  with  all  the  grants, 
privileges  and  immunities  they  now  enjoy,  by 
virtue,  or  in  purfuance  of  their  charter,  or  of  any 
act  or  acts  of  Parliament,  redeemable  afterwards 
on  a  year's  notice,  and  the  repayment  of  all  the 
principal  money  •,  and  alfo  the  payment  of  all  the 
intereft- money  which  mall  then  be  due  and  owing 
to  them  upon  all  fuch  tallies,  Exchequer  orders, 
Exchequer  bills,  or  parliamentary  funds,  which 
they  fhall  have  remaining  in  their  hands,  or  be  in- 
titled  to  at  the  time  of  fuch  notice,  to  be  given  as 
aforefaid,  (fuch  funds,  for  the  redemption  whereof 
provifion  is  already  made  in  any  act  or  acts  of  Par- 
liament now  in  force,  always  and  Only  excepted) 
they  continuing  a  corporation,  with  an  exclufive 
power  of  banking,  notwithstanding  fuch  notice 
given,  till  all  the  money  due  to  the  Bank  as  afore* 
faid,  fhall  be  paid  them. 

Robert  Lewin,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Dickinfon  alfo  reported  (according  to  order) 
the  refolution  of  the  committee,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that, 
towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
the  propofal  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  for  advancing  the  fum  of  one 
million  on  Exchequer  bills,  and  for  paying  the 
fum  of  110,000/.  into  the  Exchequer,  upon  fuch 
terms  and  conditions  as  are  therein  mentioned  be 
accepted. — This  refolution  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe.  And  upon  it  the  following  fenfible  Ob- 
fervations  were  made  by  the  author  of  a  well-known 
tract,  publifhed  abdut  this  time,  intitled,  The 
Budget  \  to  which  they  were  privately  added  under 
the  denomination  of  an  appendix. 

"  I  fhall  (late  the  value  of  the  Bank-charter  in  the 
following  manner.     We  find  by  comparing  the 

S  2  dividend 
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dividend  of  4f  per  cent,  which  the  Bank  make  upon 
their  flock,  with  the  annuity  at  3  per  cent,  which 
they  receive  from  the  Government,  that  their  an- 
nual profits,  as  an  incorporated  Bank,  amount  to 
about  14.0,000/.     But  if  the  Bank-charter  was  to 
be  transferred  to  any  other  corporation,  the  greateft 
part  of  their  profits  would  fail.     Their  number  as 
a  partnerfhip  for  banking  would  be  reduced  to  fix; 
for  whoever   was    to   obtain    the   charter  confli- 
tuting  them  the  Bank  of  England^  muft  have  this 
fundamental  claufe  continued  exclufively  in  their 
favour.     By  confequence  the  prefent  Bank  would 
iofe  all  the  profits  which  they  now  make  from 
banking,  and  be  reduced  to  little  more  than  the 
favings  which  they  could  make  out  of  the  annual 
flipend,  allowed  to  them  for  charges  of  manage- 
ment upon  fundry   annuities,  which  would   flill 
continue  transferable  under  their  direction.    How- 
ever, to  keep  quite  on  the  fafe  fide  of  the  argu- 
ment, I  will  only  fuppofe  that  they  would  lofe  one 
half  of  their  prefent  profits  if  they  had  no  charter. 
Then  it  follows  that  what  the  Government  had  to 
fell  them,  was  an  annuity  of  70,000/.  a  year  for  a 
leafe  of  twenty-one  years.     This  being  valued  at 
fourteen  years  purchafe  would  amount  to  980,000/. 
We  may  ftate  this  matter  in  another  light,  but 
much  to  the  fame  effect.     If  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  had  not  been  renewed,  it  can  by  no  means 
be  unreafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  their  profits  would 
have  been  fo  far  impaired,  as  to  make  their  capital 
flock  of  lefs  value,  by  10  per  cent,  than  it  is  at 
prefent:  This  lofs  would  amount  to  1,078,000/. 
(being  10  per  cent,  upon  their  capital  flock)  and 
therefore  the  charter  which  protects  them  from 
this  lofs,  muft  be  worth   1,078,000/.   to  them., 
though   they  have   not  given  more   than  about 
130,000/.  for  the  purchafe  of  it.     Upon  the  whole 
it  mould  feem,  that  if  we  fet  the  Bank-charter  at 
a  million,  we  run  no  rifk  of  overvaluing  it -9  there- 
4  fore 
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fore  I  fhall  proceed  upon  that  fuppofition,  I  do 
not  mean  to  attempt  an  accurate  eftimate  of  the 
value  of  the  Bank-charter,  but  merely  to  take  fate 
grounds,  upon  which  we  may  (hew,  that  the  mi- 
niftry have  no  great  caufe  to  boaft  of  their  merit 
in  driving  a  bargain,  when  they  have  fold  for  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  what  they 
could  not  think  to  be  worth  lefs  than  a  million. 

But  in  all  matters  of  bargaining,  not  only  the 
value  of  the  thing,  but  the  mutual  necefiities  and 
rifks  of  the  refpeclive  parties  in  the  bargain  are  to. 
be  confidered  ;  let  us  therefore  flate  this  point  be^ 
tween  the  Bank  and  the  adminiftration.  The 
object  with  the  Bank  mud  certainly  be  not  to  leiTen 
the  value  of  their  {lock  •,  the  confideration  which 
the  miniftry  will  plead,  mufl  be  the  rifk  of  difturb-  .  - 
ing  public  credit,  if  they  did  not  immediately  re^ 
new  the  charter  of  the  Bank. 

With  regard  to  the  former,  we  know  that  monied 
men  are  not  heroes  in  thefe  matters  ;  and  there- 
fore, as  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  that  the  proprie- 
tors of  Bank-ftock  would  have  been  quite  eafy 
under  the  apprehenfion  of  lofing  their  charter,  it 
feems  to  follow,  that  the  miniftry  might  have  made 
the  anxiety  of  individuals  for  their  own  private 
intereft,  to  operate  a  little  more  towards  the  pub- 
lic fupport  than  it  has  done  in  this  inftance.  More 
efpecially  as  the  miniftry  were  not  hard  preffed,  by 
any  means  •,  for  the  charter  of  the  Bank  did  not 
expire  ipfo  fatto  in  Auguft^  1764,  though  after  that 
time  it  would  be  redeemable  and  transferable,  to 
any  other  corporation  or  fet  of  men,  who  might 
have  thought  it  worth  while  to  have  offered  more 
than  130,000/. 

There  is  fome  flrange  fuperftition  about  public 
credit,  as  if  the  very  hefitation  to  renew  the  Bank- 
charter  would  be  fatal.  This  is  a  very  convenient 
doctrine  for  the  proprietors  of  Bank-ftock,  and 
they  have  reaped  the  benefit  of  it  this  year.     I 
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would  not  be  for  propofing  violent  meafures, 
though,  at  the  fame  time,  I  can  by  no  means  fee 
any  fuch  imminent  danger  in  this  cafe,  of  making 
public  credit,  as  to  make  it  utterly  unfafe  for  the 
minifters  to  hefitate,  or  to  take  fufficient  confide- 
•  ration  how  or  where  they  might  have  got  a  better 
bargain. 

The  diflblution  of  the  Bank-charter  muft  be 
fuppofcd  either  to  affect  the  credit  of  their  private 
bills,  or  the  facility  of  Government   circulation. 
With  regard  to  their  private  credit,  that  does  not 
depend  upon  their  charter;   can  any  one  fuppofe, 
that  the  credit  of  the  Bank  ftands  upon  no  better 
foundation,  than  a  piece  of  parchment  and  fealing- 
wax  ?   No,  we  take  Bank-notes  in  current  pay- 
ment, becaufe  the  Bank  always  pays  at  fight,  and 
becaufe  we  have  the  fulled  affurance,  whether  the 
Bank  have  any  charter  or  not,  that  their  eftate  in 
the  funds,  which  by  a6t  of  Parliament  is   made 
anfwerable,  would  at  all  adventures  fecure  to  their 
creditors  the  payment  of  20  s.  in  the  pound.  What 
good  did  the  charter  do  for  them  when  the  origi- 
nal Bank  cracked  inKing  William's  time  ?  none  at 
all.     Till  the  Bank  became  paymafters  at  fight, 
and  their  funds  became  known,  and  to  be  depend- 
ed upon,   in  confequence  of  the  eftablifhment  of 
%  national  credit  and  the  fecurity  of  the  public  funds, 
no  man  would  take  a  Bank  note  in  payment  at  par, 
notwithstanding  the  fuppofed  magic  of  their  char- 
ter.    Let  the  adminiftration  try  the  virtue^  of  a 
mere  charter  upon  half  a  fcore  of  their  majority 
friends  among  the  bankrupt  merchants  ;    I  fear 
their  notes  would  have   but  a  very  limited  cur- 
rency: Though  at  the  fame  time  any  fet  of  men, 
who  have  an  oftenfible  eftate  of  ten  or  twelve  mil- 
lions, and  that  fecured  by  a£t  of  Parliament  for  the 
payment  of  their  debts,  might,  without  a  charter, 
extend  their  credit  as  far  as  they  pleafe.     It  is 
therefore  the  unqueftionablc  refponfibility  of  the 

Bank 
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Bank  that  gives  them  general  credit,  and  not  their 
charter. 

If  the  Bank  charter  had  been  diflblved,  what 
would  have  been  the  confequence  to  their  private 
credit  ?  Juft  the  fame  coniequence  that  would  hap- 
pen if  any  private  mop  in  the  city  mould  give 
notice  of  their  leaving  off  trade  ;  they  would  call 
in  all  their  bills,  they  would  pay  20  s.  in  the  pound, 
and  the  bufinefs  would  go  to  other  mops  accord- 
ing to  their  refpective  credit ;  and  if  any  other  let 
of  men,  proprietors  of  ten  or  twelve  millions  in 
the  funds,  could  obtain  an  act  of  Parliament,  de- 
claring their  joint-ftock  liable  to  the  payment  of 
their  notes  of  credit,  and  if  by  the  fame  act  they 
were  bound  to  pay  their  bills  at  fight ;  they  might 
have  directors,  and  governors,  and  committees, 
and  a  great  houfe,  and  every  important  non-efTen- 
tial  which  could  ftrike  the  minds  of  the  vulgar  j 
and  perhaps  minifters,  when  they  found  a  modern 
Bank  difcounting  bills,  and  fupporting  an  exten- 
five  credit,  might  lofe  their  fuperftkious  notions, 
as  if  nothing  lefs  than  fupernatural  powers  could 
have  raifed  this  incomprehenfible  fabric ;  the  prieft- 
craft  of  ftate  Banks  would  be  detected,  and  the 
monopoly  diflblved. 

As  to  the  facility  of  Government  circulations . 
that  likewife  depends  upon  the  fame  principles  as 
the  private  credit  of  the  Bank,  viz.  the  largenefs 
of  their  capital,  and  the  refponfibility  of  their 
funds  •,  and  therefore,  from  the  moment  that  the 
charter  of  the  prefent  Bank  was  transferred  to  any 
corporation  poffefled  of  as  large  property  as  the 
Bank,  what  mould  hinder  the  effect  of  a  policy, 
founded  upon  rational  principles,  from  operating 
in  favour  of  a  new  charter  as  well  as  the  old  ?  The 
whole  myftery  of  credit  confifts  in  one  plain  and 
fober  principle,  viz.  the  fufficiency  and  refponfibi- 
lity of  funds  i  and  wherever  thefe  are  provided, 
private  credit  will  flounfh,  and  the  Government    • 
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need  not  fear  having  a  Bank  capable  of  fupplying 
their  demands. 

I  do  not  fay,  that  it  would  have  been  eligible  to 
transfer  the  Bank-charter  without  fome  other 
motive  than  merely  that  of  change  •>  but  let  the 
Bank  look  to  that,  let  them  offer  fuch  terms  as 
their  charter  is  Worth.  It  is  a  very  material  point 
to  them  not  to  run  the  rifk  of  lefTening  the  value 
of  their  {lock  ;  efpecially  as  the  Government  is 
not  threatened  with  any  fuch  difficulty  or  diftrefs, 
but  what  a  very  little  exertion  of  themfelves,  and 
fleadinefs,  might  provide  againft  upon  the  fafeft 
grounds. 

There  is  a  ilrange  kind  of  doctrine  held  by  the 
Bank,  as  if  the  continuance  of  their  charter  were 
a  matter  of  inconfiderable  value.  The  fallacious 
ground  of  this  argument  lies  here  ;  that  as  their 
charter  enforces  no  obligation  upon  the  public  to 
take  Bank  notes ;  and,  therefore,  as  they  ftand, 
like  any  other  fhop,  upon  the  foundation  of  their 
own  property  and  credit,  where  is  the  mighty 
benefit  conveyed  by  their  charter  ?  Now,  if  this 
argument  had  been  carried  one  hair's  breadth  far- 
ther than  it  has  been  this  very  year,  it  would  prove, 
that  the  Bank  have  done  a  favour  to  the  public  by 
receiving  the  continuation  of  their  charter,  for 
they  have  given  next  to  nothing  for  it :  And  ib 
far  I  allow,  that  it  does  but  obfcurely  appear  upon 
the  face  of  the  charter,  in  what  manner  the  Bank 
receive  any  benefit  from  it,  although  it  carries  real 
and  infallible  advantages  to  them  in  its  confe- 
quences ;  for  their  charter,  by  uniting  a  large  and 
refpeclable  body  of  men,  with  fuch  pre-eminent 
credit  as  mud  arife  from  the  largenefs  of  their 
known  eftate,  fpecifted,  and  fecnred  upon  the  au- 
thority and  faith  of  Parliament;  dees  enable  them, 
and  them  only,  to  circulate  the  land  and  malt  bills, 
and  other  Government  monies,  while  the  Govern- 
ment are,  in  effect,  precluded  from  applying  to 

any 
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any  other  fhop.  The  credit  of  private  Bankers 
(who  mud  noc  be  more  than  fix  in  partnership, 
nor  can  receive  any  countenance  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment as  a  felkwjhip  in  the  nature  of  a  Bank)  can- 
not be  to  iecure,  even  in  the  common  courie  of 
fupplies ;  and  would  be  much  leis  capable  of  ad- 
vancing large  fums  upon  emergence,  with  equal 
expedition  and  fecrecy,  as  the  Bank,  which  derives 
its  greatnefs  from  the  authority  of  Government; 
fo  that  the  beneficial  claufe  in  their  charter,  does 
in  effect  amount  to  this  ;  whereas  the  bank  mud 
be  well  afTured,  that  the  Government  cannot  gee 
their  bufmefs  done  at  a  petty  fhop,  therefore  an 
act  (hall  be  pafTed  to  diiable  the  Government  from 
letting  up  any  fhop  of  fufficient  confideration  to 
ferve  them  •,  by  which  means  they  are  thrown  into 
the  hands  of  the  Bank  ;  who,  from  that  time  for- 
ward, have  a  monopoly  againft  their  benefactors ; 
and  in  the  profit  of  this  monopoly  it  is,  that  the 
benefit  of  their  charter  confifls.  If  the  Bank  were 
to  have  inferted  in  their  charter,  that  the  Govern- 
ment mould  by  no  means  employ  any  other  fhop, 
the  advantage  would  become  more  confpicuous, 
but  not  more  certain. 

But  indeed  all  argument  is  fuperfluous  when  the 
queflion  relates  to  a  matter  of  fact :  For,  whether 
thefe  advantages  do  arife  to  the  Bank  by  immedi- 
ate connexion  with  their  charter,  or  by  infallible 
confequence  out  of  it ;  the  matter  of  fact  is,  that 
the  Bank  do  value  them  at  a  very  great  rate,  as 
appears  by  the  price  of  their  flock  -,  fo  that  it  is 
but  a  juggle  to  deny  the  advantage  that  the  Bank 
derive  from  their  fituation,  when  they  let  a  dif- 
ferent price  upon  it  themfelves.  The  Bank  has 
divided  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  above  the  current 
rate  of  intereft  for  many  years ;  they  would  pro- 
fecute  a  man  for  calumny  and  defamation,  who 
mould  propagate  any  report  that  they  would  not 
do  fo  for  the  future  -,   their  flock  fells  at  this  hour 

upon. 
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upon  the  fame  confidence  ;  and  yet  they  have  per- 
fuaded  the  minifter  to  renew  their  leafe  for  lefs 
than  one  year's  purchafe  of  their  clear  profits. 
Did  the  minifter  apply  to  the  holders  of  the  old  or 
new  South-Sea  annuities,  or  to  any  proprietors  of 
ten  or  twelve  millions  of  the  national  funds,  to 
know  what  they  would  have  given  to  purchafe  the 
advantages,  necefTary  or  contingent,  (as  that  may 
be)  which  the  Bank  enjoy  at  prefent  ?  If  not,  I 
think  it  would  be  a  morning  or  two  well  fpent,  for 
the  minifter  to  go  a  mopping  with  the  maids  of 
honour,  till  he  has  learnt,  that  the  bed  way  to 
make  a  bargain,  is  by  going  to  more  (hops  thart 
one. 

But  methinks  I  hear  their  apology  already,  viz. 
that  in  the  year  1742,  the  Bank-charter  was  re- 
newed even  upon  terms  inferior  to  the  prefent. 
That,  however,  is  no  fatisfaction  as  to  the  merits 
of  the  queftion  ;  and  if  the  prefent  adminiftration 
are  determined  to  copy  nothing  from  former  times 
but  their  errors,  I  do  not  envy  them  their  apo- 
logy :  Though  I  muft  confefs  that  there  is  a  fimi- 
larity  between  the  circumftances  of  the  prefent 
miniftry,  and  that  temporary  fyftem  which  was 
flruggling  for  breath  when  the  bargain  was  made 
in  1742  :  That  contract  with  the  Bank  was  con- 
cluded about  a  month  after  Sir  Robert  Walfole's 
refignation,  by  my  Lord  Wilmington^  to  gain  ere* 
dit  with  the  Whig-bank.  The  new  adminiftration 
at  that  time  had  no  more  credit  in  thecjty,  or  with 
monied  men,  than  the  prefent  miniftry  has  now  ; 
and  therefore  the  motive  was  equally  urgent,  to 
tamper  with  the  monied  men,  by  granting  them 
great  advantages  •,  however,  at  prefent,  all  fnch 
attempts  are  made  in  vain." 

February  10,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the  quef- 
tion being  propofed,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  repealing  fo  much  of  an  acl:,   made  in 

the 
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the  lad  feffion  of  Parliament,  as  lays  an  additional 
duty  on  cyder  and  perry  j  it  pafTed  in  the  negative, 
by  204  againii  115. 

Feb.  13.    This  day  the  Houfe  refumed  the  ad- 
journed confideration  of  the  matter  of  the  com- 
plaint made  to  the  Houfe,  upon  the  20th  day  of 
January   laft,    of  a   breach  of   privilege    of  this 
Houfe,   by  Robert  IVood  and  Philip -Cart  aret  Webb* 
Efqrs.  members  of  the  Houfe,  and  Robert  Black- 
more,  James  Wat  [on,  and  John  Money,  by  the  im- 
prifonment  of  the  perfon  of  John  Wilkes,    Efq; 
then  a  member  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  feizing  of 
his  papers,  in  an  illegal  manner  ;  but  it  was  ad- 
journed  to  the  next  day  (the  14th.)     At  which 
time,  Mefiieurs  IVood  and  Webb  attended  in  their 
places  ,    and  others  being  called  in,  a  witnefs  was 
examined,  and  evidence  was  produced,  in  further 
anfwer  to  the  faid  complaint.     Then  the  faid  wit- 
nefs being  directed  to  withdraw,    Mr.   Barlow9 
Clerk  of  the  Rules  in  the  Crown-office,  was  ordered 
immediately  to  attend  the  Houfe.     Then  the  faid 
witnefs  was  again  called  in,  and  further  examined, 
and  he  was  again  directed  to  withdraw.     Then 
feveral  other  witneffes  were  examined  ,  and  evi- 
dence was  produced  in  further  anfwer  to  the  faid 
complaint.     And,  the  faid  witnenes  being  with- 
drawn, the  Houfe  was  informed  that  Thomas  Scropey 
Efq*,  created  a  great  diiturbance  in  the  lobby,  and 
upon  the  flairs  leading  to  the  Houfe,  whereupon 
he  was  ordered  into  the  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms.    Then  further  evidence  was  produced,  and 
Jeveral  other  wimefTes  examined,  in  further  anfwer 
to   the  complaint  made  to  the   Houfe  by  John 
Wilkes,  Efq-,    and,  the  faid  witnelfes  being  with- 
drawn, Meffieurs  Webb  and  Wood  were  heard  in 
their  places,  and  John  Money,  Robert  Blackmore9 
and  James  Wat/on,  were  aftb  heard,  and  directed 
10  withdraw.     A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the 
qucftion  being  propofed?  that  a  general  warrant 

for 
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for  apprehending  and  feizing  the  authors,  printers, 
.  and  publiftiers  of  a  feditious  libel,  together  with 
their  papers,  is  not  warranted  by  law-,  and,  a 
debate  arifing  in  the  Houfe  thereupon,  a  motion 
was  made,  and  the  queftion  being  put  for  the 
Houfe  to  adjourn,  it  pafTed  in  the  negative.  A 
motion  being  then  made,  that  the  complaint 
again  ft  Robert  Wood,  and  Philip-Car  taret  Webby 
Efqrs.  be  difcharged,  as  alfo  againfl  John  Money \ 
Robert  Blackmore,  and  James  Watfon\  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  difcharged  accordingly. 

This  complaint  was  opened  to  the  Houfe  upon 
general  grounds  ^  arifing  out  of  the  complaint  againfl 
Mr.  Wilkes  at  the  beginning  of  the  feffion,  and  fo 
purely  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Houfe, 
and  the  rights  of  the  fubjecl,  without  the  leaft 
regard  to  individuals,  that  it  was,  by  the  direction 
of  the  Houfe,  formed  into  a  complaint  of  a  breach 
of  privilege,  committed  by  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr. 
Webby  and  the  melTengers,  in  imprifoning  Mr. 
Wilkes ',  and  fejzing  his  papers.  Another  motion 
had  been  made  to  lay  the  warrant  before  the  Houfe, 
by  which  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been  apprehended.  This 
would  have  led  to  a  pofitive  determination,  as  far 
as  the  opinion  of  one  branch  of  the  legillature  can 
be  called  fo,  of  the  legality  of  that  warrant ;  for 
the  juftification  of  the  Gentlemen  complained  of 
muft  have  depended  upon  the  validity  of  it.  But 
this  ftcond  motion  was  rejecled.  And  this  day  the 
matter  of  complaint  was  fully  entered  into  ;  and 
the  facts  raving  been  fully  examined,  it  became 
necefTary  to  condemn  the  warrant,  in  order  to 
eftablifn  the  breach  of  privilege  which  had  been 
committed  under  it.  For  this  reafon  the  general 
queftion  was  propofed,  viz.  '  That  a  warrant  for 
•  *  apprehending  and  feizing  the  author,  printers, 
6  and  publishers  of  a  feditious  libel,  together  with 
4  their  papers,  is  not  warranted  by  law.'  Yet  for 
fame  hours  the  confideration  of  this  queftion  was  de- 
clined, 
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clined,  in  order  to  difcharge  the  complaint  againft 
Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Webb,  previous  to  the  exami- 
nation into  the  legality  of  the  warrant  -,  upon  what 
ground  of  reafon,  law  or  juftice,  is  not  eafy  to  be 
conceived,  there  being  fuch  a  connection  between 
the  warrant,  and  the  perfons  complained  of,  that 
the  Houfe  had  determined  nothing  could  feparate 
them  in  the  beginning-,  nothing  therefore  could 
equal  the  inconfiftency  of  htft  difcharging  the  or- 
der of  complaint,  and  then  going  into  the  confe- 
deration of  the  legality  of  the  warrant.  The 
Houfe  having  fat  till  half  an  hour  pad  (even  in 
the  morning  of  the  iah,  the  queflion  was  put  to 
adjourn  to  the  17th,  which,  though  fo  late  in  the 
morning,  and  many  friends  to  the  Minority  gone 
home,  was  carried  by  a  fmall  majority,  only  208 
againft  184;  which,  confidering  the  very  great 
Superiority  the  admin  illation  had  had  upon  all  the 
other  diviflons,  was  confidered  as  a  kind  of  victory 
over  them. 

On  the  17th,  the  adminiftration,  by  feveral 
motions  and  alterations,  narrowed  the  ground  of 
the  general  queflion,  in  order  to  bring  it  to  the 
individual  warrant  that  had  iffued,  and  to  add 
thereto  facts  relative  to  the  practice  of  Secretaries 
of  State  and  Courts  of  Law.  One  of  the  friends 
of  the  Miniftry  moved,  that  after  the  words, 
'  That  a  general  warrant,  for  apprehending  and 
c  feizing  the  authors,  printers   and  publifhers  of 

*  a  feditious  and  treafonable  libel,  together  with 
€  their  papers,  is  not  warranted  by  law  •/  might 
be  added,  '  Although  fuch  warrant  has  been  iffued 
6  according  to  the  ufage  of  office,  and  has  been 

*  frequently  produced  to  -,  and  fo  far  as  appears  to 

*  this  Houfe,  the  validity  thereof  has  never  been 
'  debated  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  but  the 
*,  parties  thereupon  have  been  frequently  bailed  by 

*  the  faid  Court.9  The  motion  thus  amended, 
was  the  refolution  which  the  Houfe  at  laft  adopted 

for 
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for  its  queftion.  And  the  Gentlemen  who  moved 
and  enforced  this  narrowing,  qualifying,  and  apo- 
logizing amendment  voted  with  the  miniftry  a- 
gainft  it. 

Much  was  faid  of  the  practice  and  ufage  of 
office,  in  order  to  give  a  colour  of  j  unification  for 
the  conduct  of  Lord  Halifax ;  the  adminiftration 
had  called  for  papers  and  volumes  of  records,  in 
order  to  juftify  their  proceedings  by  that  ufage  *, 
and  Mr.  Pitt  being  in  the  Houfe,  and  a  very 
warm  advocate  for  the  queftion,  his  adminiftration 
was  quoted  as  a  fandlification  of  fuch  ufage.  It  is 
true,  that  in  the  office-papers  which  were  pro- 
duced, there  did  appear  to  have  been  two  fuch 
warrants  uTued  by  Mr.  Pitt  -,  one  for  the  feizure 
of  certain  perfons  on  board  a  {hip  going  to  France ; 
the  other  for  apprehending  the  Count  de  St.  Ger- 
main>  a  foreigner,  and  fuppofed  to  be  a  fpy.  Thefe 
were  ifiued  in  the  midft  of  a  war  with  France*,  not 
for  libels,  but  in  cafes  of  high  treafon  -,  and  the  caufe 

Mr.  Pun  juftified  the  proceeding.  He  acknowledged  they 
were  againil  law  •,  that  in  one  of  them  he  confulted 
his  friend  the  Attorney  General,  at  that  time,, 
(now  Lord  Camden)  who  told  him,  *  the  warrant 
*  would  be  illegal,  and  if  he  ifTued  it  he  mull  take 
4  the  confequence  \  neverthelefs,  preferring  the 
general  fafety  in  time  of  war,  and  public  danger 
to  every  perfonal  confideration,  that  he  run  the 
rifk  (as  he  would  of  his  head,  had  that  been  the 
forfeit,  upon  the  like  motive)  and  did  an  extraor- 
dinary act,  againft  a  fufpicious  foreigner  juft  come 
from  France ;  that  he  was  ready  to  anfwer  it  before 
his  country,  if  they  called  him  to  an  account;  and 
that  in  his  opinion,  the  apparent  neceffity  of  the 
thing,  and  the  real  exigency  of  the  time,  muft 
always  be  the  teft,  and  alone  vindicate,  and  be  the 
fafeguard  of  any  miniiler,  who,  at  a  crifis,  exceeds 
the  known  laws  of  his  country. 

The 
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The  Duke  of  Newcastle's  admirtiftration  was 
quoted  with  more  propriety.  It  was  afferted,  that 
his  Grace  had  iiTued  an  infinite  number  of  thefe 
warrants.  Though  the  facl:  was  undeniable.,  yet 
fuch  ufage  could  not  jufiify  whar  was  illegal  •,  for 
ufage  in  matters  of  law  that  are  doubtful,  is  a  good 
expofitor  of  the  law ;  but  ufage  againft  law  is 
oppreffion.  Therefore  it  was  laid,  the  Duke  of 
Newcafile  was  as  liable  to  cenfure  for  his  conduct  as 
Lord  Halifax.  In  anfwer  to  which  it  was  urged, 
that  his  Grace  had  requefted,  previous  to  this 
queftion  coming  on  in  the  Houfe,  c  That  no  per- 
4  fonal  regard  to  himfelf  might  influence  the  con- 

*  duel:  of  his  neareft  relation  or  friend  ;  for  that  he 

*  Ihould  be  forry,  if,  from  that  tendernefs  of  his 
«  friends  to  him,  the  future  exercife  of  a  power, 
'  which  was  of  fuch  confequence  to  the  public, 

*  Ihould  not  be  prevented.'  But  as  no  cenfure 
was  intended  againft  Lord  Halifax,  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle  was  fafe  in  making  this  declaration.  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton,  at  that  time  the  King's  Attorney 
General,  fpeaking  againft  the  propofed  refolution, 

faid,  4  He  Ihould  regard  a  refolution  of  the  mem-  sir  FUtcbc 

*  bers  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  no  more  than^^"' 

*  the  oaths  of  fo  many  drunken  porters  in  Ccvent- 

*  Garden'     When  the  admin  iftration  found  that 
.  no  j unification,  no  precedents,  no  ufage  of  oflice, 

would  avail ;  that  the  illegality  of  the  warrant  was 
ftrongly  and  pofitively  afferted  by  Mr.  Pitt',  and 
many  others*  and  that  the  Crown  Lawyers  did  not 
venture  to  difpute  it,  they  changed  their  argu- 
ment, and  went  upon  the  impropriety  of  deciding 
in  Parliament,  a  queftion  then  depending  in  a 
Court  of  judicature.  It  was  arBrmed,  that  in  the 
caufe  then  depending  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  between  Mr.  Wilkes  (who  at  that  time  was 
not  outlawed)  and  Lord  Halifax,  this  great  quef- 
tion concerning  the  illegality  of  the  warrant  muft 
come  in  iffue,  as  it  was  the  great  point  upon  which 

that 
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that  caufe  muft  turn  :  The  queftion  being  there- 
fore a  mere  point  of  jaw,  and  clearly  fubjudice,  it 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  free  determination  of  the 
Judges,  and  the  fenfe  of  a  Jury,  without  an  at- 
tempt to  biafs  them  by  a  previous  refolution  of 
Parliament.  Surely  thefe  Gentlemen  had  forgot 
what  they  themfelves  had  fo  vigoroufly  promoted 
in  the  beginning  of  the  feffion.  While  the  North 
Briton  was  under  profecutiort  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  and  fome  time  before  any  determi- 
nation in  Wefiminfier-Hall,  they  took  up  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  paper  in  Parliament,  '  and  upon 
4  the  mere  view  of  it,  without  inquiring  into  the 
6  truth  of  any  circumftances  that  the  author 
4  might  rely  upon,  or  the  public's  opinion  of  his 

*  intent  thereby,  determined  it  to  be  a  libel  ;  and 
4  yet  this  is  not  only  what  great  judges  efteem  a 

*  mere  point  of  lav/,  but  what  by  fome  is  held  to 
c  be  a  very   difficult  point  of  law.     They  went 

*  further ;  for  they  afterwards  called  for  evidence, 

*  in  order  to  find  out  who  was  the  author ;  and  it 
4  appearing  to  them,  although  by  witneffes  not 
4  upon  oath,  and  fome  who  did  not  know  Mr. 
4  Wilkes,  till  feveral  months  after  the  fact  was 
4  committed,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  the  author,  they 
V  expelled  him  •,  after  fitting  and  deliberating  upon 

*  their  conduct  till  half  an  hour  after  three  in  the 
4  morning.     Now  this  lad  is  a  fact  which  by  the 

*  conftitution  of  this  country  is  to  be  tried  by  a 
4  Jury.  Nay,  the  Commons  came  to  both  thefe 
4  refolutions,  whilft  the  fame  matter  was  in  a  courfe 
4  of  trial  before  a  Jury  in  the  Courts  below.'  But 
this  queftion  of  the  illegality  of  the  warrant  was 
not  in  a  courfe  of  determination  in  the  Courts 
below.  It  was  admitted,  indeed,  by  the  Lawyers 
in  the  Minority,  that  in  Mr.  Wilkes\  action  agarnft 
Lord  Halifax,  the  queftion  might  come  in  ifTue; 
but  there  was  a  doubt,  they  faid,  nay,  there  was  an 
almoft  certainty^  that  that  action  never  would  come 

to 
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to  trial;  privilege  on  the  fide  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  inability  on  the  fide  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  had 
hitherto  prevented  it,  and  in  all  human  probabn 
lity  would  prevent  it  for  ever.  The  fallacy  of  this 
objection  being  manlfeft,  the  Minority  went  into 
the  importance  of  the'  general  queftion  ,  they  af- 
firmed it  to  be  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjecl  •,  the  very  efTence  of  private 
and  perfonal  liberty  depended  upon  it ;  the  minds 
of  the  public  were  extremely  agitated  \  and  a  de- 
cifton  was  expected,  for  the  iatisfaclion  of  the  pre- 
fent  age  and  the  fecurity  of  future  times.  Still 
the  adminiftration  adhered  to  their  doctrine  of  the 
impropriety  of  coming  to  any  determination  upon 
a  point  of  law,  while  it  was  depending  in  the 
Courts  of  Juftice.  They  moved  therefore  to  ad- 
journ the  debate  to  that  day  four  months.  And 
at  half  an  hour  after  five  in  the  morning,  of  the 
i&th,  the  queftion  to  adjourn  the  debate  to  this 
day   four   months   was  put,  and  carried  by  232 
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The  following  is 


A  LIST  of  the  MI 
Tellers  •,  to  which  is 
Members  fuppofed  to  t 

SIR  Anthony  Abdy 
George  Adams 
Maj.  Gen.  A'Court 
William  Aiflabie 
Lord  Vifc.  Allen 
Thomas  Anion 
Hon.  Andrew  Archer 
Sir  George  Armitage 
William  Afhburnham 
Pierce  Afhe  A'Court 
Sir  John  St.  Aubin 
Sir  William  Baker 
Sir  John  Barrington 
Charles  Barrow 
Vol.  VI. 


NORITY,  including  the 
added^  a  LIST  of  the  abfent 
he  in  that  Intereft. 

Colonel  Barre 
Benjamin  Bathurfl 
Aubery  Beauclerk 
William  Beckford 
William  Bentinck 
Wilbraham  Bootle 
Crab  Bolton 
Edward  Bouverie 
Sir  Piercy  Brett 
Henry  Briclgman 
Sir  Brook  Bridges 
John  Buller 
James  Buller 
John  Bullock 
T  William 
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William  Burt 
Peter  Barrel 
Bartholomew  Burton 
Col.  Richard  Burton 
John  Butler 
Plummer  Byde 
Peregrine  Bertie 
Colonel  Calcraft 
Nicholfon  Calvert 
John  Calvert 
Pryfe  Campbell 
Daniel  Campbell 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 

Cavendifh 
Major  Gen.  Lord  Fred. 

Cavendifh 
Lord  John  Cavendifh 
Sir  Thomas  Cave 
Anthony  Champion 
Hon  Wil.  Chetwynd 
Nath.  Cholmondeley 
Thomas  Cholmondeley 
Sir  Ken  rick  Clayton 
William  Clayton 
Charles  Cocks 
Sir  William  Codriogton 
Wenman  Coke 
Sir  George  Colebrook. 
*  Lieut.  Gen.  Conway 
George  Cooke 
Velters  Cornwal 
Thomas  Coventry 
Henry  Curwen 
John  Darner 
Sir  Edward  Deering 
George  Delaval 
George  Dempfter 
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John  Dodd 
William  Dowdfwell 
Sir  Francis  Drake 
LeeDummer 
Edward  Elliot 
Sir  John  Elwel 
Sir  Matt.  Featherftone 
Saville  Finch 
Brice  Fiiher 
William  Fitzherbert 
Major  Gen.  Fitzwilliarn 
William  Fitzmaurice 
Col.  Charles  Fitzroy 
Thomas  F'oley 
Brook  Forrefter 
Thomas  Fofter 
Rofe  Fuller 
Thomas  Fuller 
Lord  Gage 
Sir  John  Gibbons 
Capt.  Sir  Alex.  Gilmore 
Richard  Glover 
Sir  Richard  Glynn 
Francis  Godolphin 
Rt.Hon.  James  Grenville 
Lord  Grey 
Major  General  Sir  John 

Griffin  Griffin 
•  Thomas  Grofvenor 
Tames  Grant 
Lord  Gal  way 
Sir  Thomas  Hales 
Capel  Hanbury 
Harbord  Harbord 
Hon.  Thomas  Harley 
John  Hervey 
Hon.  Capt.  Will.  Hervey 
Serjeant 

*  This  was  the  only  vote  General  Cwway  gave  this  feiTion'  againft  the- 
Mlniftry,  and  for  fo  doing  he  was  di-fmifled  from  his  employ menis., 
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Serjeant  Hewit 
Rowland  Holt 
Lieut.  Gen.  Honey  wood 
Lieut.  Gen.  Howard 
Lord  Vifcount  Howe 
Hon.  Colonel  Howe 
George  Hunt 
Richard  Hufley 
Thomas  Hutchins 
George  Jennings 
Colonel  Irwin 
Thomas  Knight 
Sir  Robert  Ladbroke 
Major  Gen.  Lambton 
Edwin  Lafcelles 
Daniel  Lafcelles 
Edward  Lafcelles 
William  Lawrence 
Peter  Legh 
Sir  Robert  Long 
Simon  Lutterel 
Jofeph  Mawbey 
Jofeph  Mellilh 
Sir  William  Meredith 
Sir  George  Metham 
Hugo  Meynell 
Lord  Vifc'  Midleton 
Richard  Middleton 
Lord  Middlefex 
Richard  Mills 
Lord  Charles  Montagu 
Edward  Morant 
Sir  John  Morgan 
Thomas  Morgan 
Thomas  Morgan,  jun. 
Capt.  Charles  Morgan 
Sir  Roger  Moltyn 
James  Murray 
Arnold  Nefbit 
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Lord  Newnham 
Thomas  Noel 
John  Norris 
Henry  Ongly 
George  Onflow 
Col.  George  Onflow 
John  Page 
Sir  Thomas  Palmer 
Thomas  Pelham 
Richard  Pennant 
Henry  Pen  ton 
Rt.  Hon.  William  Pitt  ' 
John  Pitt 
John  Plumptree 
Edward  Popham 
Harcourt  Powell 
Mackworth  Praed 
Robert  Pratt 
George  Prefcot 
Richard  Price 
Hugh  Price 
Chafe  Price 

Sir  W.  Beauch.  Proclor 
Henry  Pye 
William  Plurnmer 
Martin  Rebow 
John  Roberts 
Hon.  Tho.  Robinfon 
Lord  Royflon 
John  Rufhout 
Dennis  Rolle 
Lord  George  Sackville 
Sir  George  Savile 
Sir  Charles  Saunders 
Hon.  Edwin  Sandys 
James  Scawen 
Fitzroy  Scudamore 
Charles  Scudamore 
Thomas  Sergifon 
T  2  Robert 
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Robert  Shafto 
John  Shelley 
Sir  Edward  Simpfon 
Edward  Sonthwel 
Thomas  Staunton 
Richard  Stevens 
Humphrey  Stnrt 
Lawrence  Sullivan 
John  Tempeft 
John  Thomlinfon 
Right    Hon.    Charles 

Townfhend 
Charles  Townfhend 
Hon.  Tho.  Townfhend 
Thomas  Townfhend 
Sir  William  Trelawny 
Sir  Chriftopher  Treife 
"William  Trevannion 
Clement  Tudway 
Fofter  Tuftnel 
John  Tuckfield 
Hon.  Fred.  Vane 
Arthur  Vanfittart 
Lord  Villiers 
Sir  Francis  Vincent 
Edmund  Waller 
Hon.  Thomas  Walpole 
Hon.  Hor.  Walpole 
Hon.  Sir  Edw.  Walpole 
Hon.  Boyle  Walfingham 
Sir  George  Warren 
Thomas  Watfon 
James  Weft 
Thomas  Whichcot 
John  Whyte 
Major  Gen.  Whitmore 
James  Whitihed 
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Andrew  Wilkinfon 
William  Willy       ' 
William  Wilfon 
Lord  Winterton 
William  Woodly 
Sir  George  Yonge 
Hon.  Charles  Yorke 
Hon.  John  Yorke 

ABSENT. 

John  Offley 
George  Brudenel 
Richard  Cavendifh 
Peter  Dennis 
Miles  Barnes 
Cecil  Forrefter 
Jof.  Gulfton 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcot 
John  Hewit 
Samuel  Egerton 
Right  Hon.  Hen.  Legge 
John  Luther 
James  Long 
John  Parker 
Lord  Harry  Powlett 
Thomas  Prowfe 
Matthew  Ridley. 
Sir  John  Rufhout 
Sir  William  Stanhope 
Thomas  Tracy 
Hon.  George  V.  Vernon 
George  Wright 
Hon.  Auguftus  Keppel 
Hon.  George  Monibn 
Hon.  William  Craven 
&c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 
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When  the  debate  was  over,  Sir  John  Philipps 
moved  the  Houfe  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
declare  general  warrants  and  the  feizure  of  papers, 
illegal,  by  an  act  of  Parliament  5  except  in  cer- 
tain cafes,  and  under  fuch  limitations,  as  mould 
he  mentioned  and  defcribed  in  the  faid  act.  He 
was  lupported  by  feveral  in  the  adminiftration. 
But  the  Minority  oppofed  it  •,  becaufe  they  thought, 
a  bill  propofed  and  fupported  by  men  in  office,  and 
their  friends,  who  had  been  attempting  to  juftify 
their  conduct,  would  be  in  favour  of  prerogative. 
If  a  bill  be  at  all  neceflary,  faid  they,  it  fliould  be 
framed  by  thofe  who  are  contending  for  liberty, 
and  not  thofe  who  are  endeavouring  to  evade  the 
difpute.     The  motion  was  therefore  rejected. 

As  three  refpeclable  members  of  parliament 
each  gave  fome  account  of  this  great  debate,  it 
will  not  be  deemed  improper  to  print  their  ac- 
counts here.  The  firft  is  by  Sir  George  Tongey  Bart. 
as  follows; 

Letter  from  Sir  George  Yonge,  Bart.  Member  for 
Honiton  in  Devonfhire,  to  the  Portreve  of  that 
Borough^  relative  to  his  Conduff  in  Parliament  m 
the  Queftion  relating  to  General  Warrants, 

*  SIR, 
'  You  deiked  to  know  from  me  the  truth  of 

6  many  things  which  have  been  ajjerted  conccrn- 

*  ing  the  great  queftion,  which  was  agitated   in 
c  Parliament  iaft  February.    The  manner  in  which 

*  I  will  now  (late  to  you  the  whole  of  that  queftion 
c  will,  I  hope,  juftify  the  credit  you   give   me. 

*  You  will  fee  by  it  the  reafons  which  moved  and 
6  determined  me  upon  that  occafion. 

'  There  are  three  things  to  be  confidered  with 
f  relation  to  the  late  proceedings  concerning  the 
6  iiTuing  of  general  warrants,  ill,  The  manner 
'  of  iftuing  and  executing  fuch  warrants.  2d,  How 
!  far  they  can  be  juftified  in  point  of  law.  3d,  The 

T  3  f  pro? 
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propriety  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Honfe  of 
Commons,  upon  the  complaint  made  of  a  breach 
of  privilege.  With  regard  to  the  firft  head, 
(which  I  fhall  confine  to  the  matter  of  fact)  it 
appears,  that  Lord  Halifax,  on  the  25th  of  April* 
1763,  ifiued  a  warrant  to  apprehend  the  authors, 
printers  and  publifhers,  of  a  feditious  paper,  in- 
tiled,  "  The  North  Briton,  No.  45,  to  feize  them, 
together  with  their  papers,  and  bring  them  in 
fafe  cuftody  to  be  examined  before  him."  This 
warrant  was  granted  not  only  without  informa- 
tion upon  oath,  but  without  any  information  at 
all  •,  (as  appeared  on  the  trial  of  the  meflengers) 
for  it  was  directed  to  three  meiTengers  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  go  to  Mr.  Carrington,  (an- 
other meiTenger  in  order  to  learn  from  him  whom 
they  were  to  fufpedf*  in  what  manner  they  fhould 
proceed,  and  what  perfons  he  would  advife  that 
they  mould  take  up.  They  were  informed  by 
Mr.  Carrington,  that,  from  the  information  he 
had  received,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  one  Leach, 
and  others,  were  the  printers  and  publifhers  of 
this  paper,  and  that  he  had  been  informed  that 
one  Mr.  Wilkes,  a  perfon  fuppofed  to  be  the 
author  of  the  North  Briton,  had  been  ken  fre- 
quently in  Leach's  houfe  of  late,  and  that  an  old 
printer,  whofe  name  he  did  not  mention  to  the 
meflengers,  had  told  him,  that  the  faid  Mr. 
Leach  was  the  printer  of  the  faid  paper.  Upon 
this  extraordinary  information,  the  merTengers 
thought  fit  to  exercife  the  difcretionary  powers, 
delegated  to- them  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
againft  Mr.  Leach  ;  entered  the  houfe,  feized  him 
and  all  his  papers,  and  alio  all  his  fervants,  whom 
yet  they  never  carried  before  Lord  Halifax,  as 
directed  by  the  warrant,  but  after  twelve  hours 
confinement  in  an  alehoufe,  diilharged  them. 
Leach  was  kept  in  confinement  feveral  days,  and 
then  reJeafed. 

1  On 
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'  On  the  26th  of  April,  Lord  Halifax  hTued  an- 
other warrant  in  the  fame  general  form,  whereby- 
one  Balfe,  a  printer,  and  one  Kearjley,  were  taken 
into  cuifcody.  Upon  the  information  of  this  lat- 
ter perfon,  Mr.  Wilkes  was  apprehended  on  the 
30th  of  April \  by  a  verbal  order  given  to  the  mef- 
fengers  •,  ib  that  Mr.  Wilkes  was  apprehended 
without  any  warrant  at  all\  no  other  but  that  of 
the  26th  of  April  having  been  ilTued,  the  execu- 
tion of  which  againft  Balfe  and  Kearfley,  was, 
or  ought  to  be,  the  legal  return  of  that  warrant , 
and  the  information  whereby  Mr  Wilkes  was  ap- 
prehended being  fubfequent  to  that  return,  there 
remained  properly  no  authority  to  apprehend 
Mr.  Wilkes^  but  the  verbal  order.  However, 
under  this  authority  Mr.  Wilkes  was  feized,  and 
Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Webb^  with  others,  took  pof- 
feffion  of  his  houfe,  and  carried  away  in  a  lack 
all  his  papers  that  could  be  found. 
6  Upon  immediate  application  to  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  or- 
dered. This  the  Secretaries  of  State  were  foon 
informed  of-,  whereupon  they  fhifted  the  cuftody 
of  the  prifoner,  and  committed  him  to  the 
Tower;  fo  that  the  errccl:  of  that  habeas  corpus 
was  eluded,  and  he  was  kept  clofe  prifoner,  de-  > 
barred  the  ufe'  of  pen  and  ink,  and  the  fight  of 
his  friends. — Thus  much  as  to  the  matter  of 
fact.  How  far  thefe  proceedings  can  be  juftiiied 
by  the  laws  of  this  country,  is  the  next  con- 
fideration. 

1  It  is  univerfally  agreed  by  all  judges,  by  a,ll 
the  writers  on  the  law,  that  a  general  warrant  not 
expreffing  the  name  of  the  party  to  be  apprehend- 
ed, is  void  in  law :  For  it  is  leaving  it  to  the 
arbitrary  difcretion  of  a  common  officer  to  arreit 
perfons,  and  fearch  what  houfes  he  thinks  fit; 
and  the  feizure  of  papers  has  frequently  been 
condemned  as  illegal.  However,  tojuftifythe 
T  4  *  warrants 
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*  warrants  ifiued  by  Lord  Halifax,   the  practice 

*  of  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  has  been  men- 
4  tioned  and  called  an  usage,  and  Mr.  Pitt's  ad- 

*  miniilration  has  been  quoted  to  fanctify  fuch 
4  proceedings.  To  this  three  anfwers  may  be 
4  given  •,  ift,  That  the practice  is  but  modern,  and 

*  but  ill  called  ufage,  taking  its  idea  and  its  rife 
4  from  the  liceniing  acl  and  the  arbitrary  days  of 
4  Charles  II.  nor  is  the  practice  conftant  or  uniform, 
4  for  all  the  precedents  differ.  2d,  If  ufage  had 
4  been  proved,  it  could  not  make  that  justifiable, 
4  which  is  illegal;  for  ufage  in  matters  of  law, 
4  that  are  doubtful,  is  a  good  expofitor  of  the 
4  law;  but  ufage  againft  law,  is  eppreffton.  3d,  Mr. 
4  Pitt's  adminiftration  affords  no  fuch  precedent ; 
4  two  warrants  only  appear  iiTued  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
4  one  for  the  feizure  of  certain  perfons  on  board  a 
4  fhip  going  to  France ;  the  other  for  apprehend- 
c  ing  the  Count  de  St.  Germain,  a  foreigner,  and 
4  fuppofed  to  be  a  fpy.  Thefe  were  ifiued  in  the 
*.  mid.ft  of  a  war  with  France,  not  for  libels,  but 
4  as  in  cafes  of  high  treafon,  and  the  caufe  juftified 
1  the  proceeding.  In  like  cafes,  Secretaries  of 
4  Stare  have  before  this  time  ifiued  general  war- 
4  rants.  But  the  honour  of  being  champions  and 
J  defenders  of  a  proceeding,  which  no  lawyer  in 
4  the  kingdom  dared  fay  was  legal,  feem  referved 

4    for    THE    PRESENT  INVASION  OF  OUR  LIBERTIES. 

c  And  as  to  the  dole  confinement  in  the  Tower, 
6  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  a  lawyer  that  will  afiert, 
c  that  a   man,  upon   a  bare   charge  of  a    mifde- 

*  meanor,  may  be  kept  clofe  prifoner,  and  difabled 
4  of  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  bail,  which,  ifi 
4  cafe  of  a  mifdemeanor,  he  was  -in-titled-  to.  I 
4  have  fhewn  yon  therefore  the  manner  of  the 
c  proceeding,  and,  I  think,  the  illegality  of  it ; 
'  the  propriety  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe 
4  of  Commons  upon  this  occafion,  remains  to  be 
4  determined. 

4  Ifliall 
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•  I  fhall  begin  by  obferving,   that  the  matter 

*  was  firft  opened  co  the  Houfe  upon  general 
4  grounds,  arifing  out  of  the  complaint  which 

*  had  been  introduced  againft  Mr.  Wilkes  in  the 
'  beginning,  and  fo  purely  for  the  honour  and 
4  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  rights  of  the  fub- 
e  ject,  without   the  leaft   regard   to  individuals ; 

*  that  it  was  by  the  direction  of  the  Houfe,  formed 

*  into  a  complaint  againft  Mr.   Wood,    and  Mr. 
4  Webb,  and  the  meftengers.     In  this  manner  it 
4  was  received  and  examined  into  by  the  Houfe. 
4  And   here   the  juftification   of  the  Gentlemen, 
4  againft  whom  the  complaint   was   formed,    by 
4  order  of  the  Houfe,  as  a  means  to  come  at  the 
4  legality  of  the  warrant  iffued  by  Lord  Halifax, 
4  certainly  depended  upon  a  proof  of  the  validity 
4  of  it ;  and  Meftrs.  Webb  and  Wood,  &c.   could 
4  only  be  guilty,  if  the  warrant  was  illegal.     For 
4  this  reafon,  it  was  neceflary  to  propole  the  fol- 
4  lowing  general  queftion  :  "  That  a  general  war- 
44  rant  for  apprehending  and  feizing  the  author, 
«4  printers,   and    publifhers,    of  a  feditious  libel, 
46  together  with -their  papers,  is  not  warranted  by 
46  law."     Yet  when  this  queftion  was  propofed, 
4  (the  matter  of  fact  having  been  gone  through) 
4  the  confideration  of  it  was  declined,  in  order  to 
4  difcharge  the  complaint  againft  Webb,  Wood,  &c. 
4  previousr  to  the  examination  into  the  legality  of 
4  the  warrant  -,''  upon  what  ground  of  reafon,  law 
4  or  juftice,  is  noreafy  to  be  conceived,  there  be- 
c  ing  fuch  a  connection  between  the  general  war~ 
4  rant,  and  the  perfons   complained  of,    that  the 
4  Houfe  had  determined,  that* nothing  could  feparate 
4  them  in  the -beginning  ;  nothing. therefore  could 
4  equal  the  inconfiftency,  firft  to  difcharge  the  order 
4  of.  complaint,  and  then,  the  next  day,  to  go  into 
4  the  confideration  of  the  legality  of  the  warrant. 
4  However,  having  done   this,  the  queftion  was 
4  then  altered,  bv  adding  thefe  words,  4  Although 
1    .    .  •  *'  ftich 
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C6  fnch  warrants  hath  been  ifiued  according  to  the 
<€  practice  of  office,  and  hath  frequently  been  pro- 
"  duced  to  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and  as  far 
"  as  appears  to  this  H-r— ,  the  validity  thereof 
cc  hath  never  been  debated,  but  the  parties  have 
"  thereupon  been  bailed  by  the  court."  The 
6  queftion  thus  altered,  was  then  confidered.  The 
4  illegality  of  the  warrant  was  asserted,  and 
4  not  disputed  -,  yet  it  was  refolved  to  put  off 
4  coming  to  any  refolution  upon  this  queftion  for 

*  four  months,  becaufe  it  was  improper  to  give 
4  any  opinion  upon  this  matter,  being  a  point  of 

*  law  that  was  then  depending  in  the  courts  of 

*  juftice,  where  the  queftion  was  fub  judice. 

4  To  this  a  full  anfwer  may  be  given  •,  ift,  It 
4  has  been  the  cuftom,  and  a  matter  of  attention  in 
4  Parliament,  to  declare  upon  thefe  points.  To 
4  prove  this,  many  precedents  of  various  kinds 
4  might  be  produced.     I  (hall  content  myfelf  with 

*  thefe:  When  t°he  Crown  was  endeavouring  to' 

*  introduce  a  general  excife,  and  the  troubles  in 
4  England,  occafioned  thereby,  were  quickly  fol- 
4  lowred  by  the  Scotch  invafion,  two  Englijh  Peers, 

*  the  Earl  of  Warwick  and  Lord  Brook,  being 
4  fufpecled  of   holding  correfpondence   with    the 

*  Scotch  rebels,  were,  in  time  of  privilege,  appre- 
6  hended  by  warrants  from  the  Secretaries  of  State, 

*  their  houfes  entered  and  fearched,  their  papers 
6  feized,  and  their  pockets  rifled.  This  produced 
4  a  complaint  in  November,  1640,  againft  the  Se- 
c  cretaries  of  State  who  ilTued,  and  the  Clerk  of 
c  the  Council  who  executed,  the  warrants.     On 

*  this  occafion,  though  the  cafe  was  not  a.  cafe  of 
'  privilege,  yet  the  warrant  being  general,  and  to 
c  feize  all  papers,  was  declared  illegal,  and  the  ille-. 
c  gality  of  the  proceeding,  being  againft  two  mem- 
4  bers  of  Parliament,  was  declared  a  breach  cf 
c  privilege.  Satisfaction  was  then  made  to  the  two 
'  injured  Lords,    and  the   Clerk  of  the  Council 

<  firft 
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*  firft  brought  on  his  knees  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe 
4  of  Lords,  and  afterwards  committed  to  prifon. 
4  Again,  in  1680,  Sir •William  Scroggs,  Lord  Chief 
4  Juflice  of  the  King's  Bench,  iffued  general  war- 
4  rants,  to  feize  fuch  feditious  books,  libels,  and 
4  pamphlets,  as  the  meffengers  of  the  prefs  mould 
4  be  informed  of.  Upon  this  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
'  mons  refolved,  that  the  warrants  were  arbitrary 
4  and  illegal,  and  impeached  the  Judge.  Yet  this 
4  Cafe,  though  fo  highly  refented  by  the  Houfe,  is 
4  plainly  not  fo  flagrant  and  offenfive  as  the  war- 
4  rants  iffued  by  Lord  Halifax.  In  1692,  a  com- 
4  plaint  was  made  by  Lord  Marlborough,  and 
4  others,  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  having  been 
4  committed  to  the  Tower,  without  information  on 
1  oath,  and,  of  a  difcharge  of  bail  being  refufed, 
'  in  time  of  privilege.  On  this  occafion  a  bill  was 
4  propofed  to  indemnify  Secretaries  of  State  for 
4  iiich  commitments  in  treasonable  cafes,  and  to 
4  limit  their  powers  by  law ;  but  the  Houfe  of 
«  Commons  refufed  to  give  any  fanclion,  any  denV 
G  nition  to  fuch  powers,  even  by  limiting  themr; 
6  but  refolved,  that  the  powers  being  illegal, 
c  the  Secretaries  of  State,  exercifing  them  at  their 
'  peril,  fhould  bejuftified  only  by  the  cafe. 

'  Next,   as  to  the  trials  depending  in  the  Courts 
6  below,   the  queftion  of  the  warrants  has  not  yet 

*  come  in  iffue  before  the  Court.  In  one  trial  only 
1  brought  by  Leach  againfc  the  meffengers,  they 
<  defended  themfelves  under  the  warrant :  The 
c  Judge  was  of  opinion,  that  the  warrant  was  illegal; 
«  and  the  Jury  found,  that  though  the  warrant  had 
4  been  legal,  the  meffengers  had  not  proved  their 

*  j  uftification  ;  fo  that  the  faff  being  found  againfl 
6  them,  as  well  as  the  law,  no  exception  could  lis 
c  as  to  the  warrant.  Mr.  Wilkes's  action  againfl: 
4  Lord  Halifax,  may  bring  the  matter  in  queftion  ; 

*  but  privilege  on  the  fide  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 

*  and  inability  on  the  fide  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  have 

6  hitherto 
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4  hitherto  prevented  the  trial  of  this,  and  may  for 
6  ever  prevent   bringing   the    matter   before   the 

*  Court,  fo  as  to  receive  a  judicial  determination. 
4  It  can  therefore  fcarcely  be   aliedged,   that   the 

*  matter  is  depending  and  fub  judice.  -  But  furely, 
*■  if  it  werey  the  recollection  of  the  inquiry  into 
c  Mr.  Wilkes* s  cafe,  in  the  beginning  of  the  feffion, 
6  of  the  parliamentary  refolution,   fentence,    and 

*  puniihment  of  him,  when  the  matter  was  indtf- 
€  fuiably  depending,  and  fub  judice,  (an  informa- 
fi  tion  being  at  the-  time  filed  againft  him  in  the 
fc  Court  of  King's  Bench,  without  a  poffibility.  in 
6  Mr.  Wilkes  to  prevent  the  matter  from  coming  tp 
6  trial)  mud  be  fuMicient  to  determine  the  pro- 
4  priety  of  our  coming  to  a  refolution  upon  this 
6  occafion,  although  inks  were  depending  in  the 

*  courts  of  law. 

c  It  appears  then,  that  a  Secretary  of  State  arm- 

*  ing  his  meffengers  with  extraordinary  jurifdiction 

*  and  powers,  on  the  occalion  of  a  libel,  directs 

*  them,  having  no  information  himfelf,  to  get  in- 
4  formation,  (from  Mr.  Carringtcn  if  they  could) 
c  and  to  exercife  thefe  powers  in  fuch  manner,  and 
c  againfl  fuch  perfons  as  their  informer  mould 
4  think  fit  to  advife.  By  means  of  this  power, 
c  which  regal  authority  itfelf  could  fcarcelv 
c  delegate,  (which  I  might  have  felt,  and  might 
6  have  reached  you,  however  diftant  or  innocent) 
4  feveral  of  his  Majefty's  innocent  fubjeets  were 

*  opprefled  •,  till  at  length  the  whole  weight  of  this 
c  power,  grown  impatient,  and  difdaining  the  trou- 
4  ble  of  afecond  warrant,  fell,  by  a  verbal  ordery  on 
c  Mr.  Wilkes,  a  member  of  Parliament.  To  which 
6  may  be  added,  that  unprecedented  and  prefump- 
4  tuous  attempt,  by  which   the  operation  of  the 

*  haeeas  corpus  act  was  evaded,   and  that  great 

*  bulwark  of  our  liberties  rendered  of  no  effect. 

*  In  fuch  a  cafe,  and  in  the  courfe  of  fuch  an  in- 
e  quirv,   originally  ixlr  educed  by  the  Crown,    the 

6  Houfe 
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Houfe  finding  that  fuch  and  fuch  proceedings 
had  happened,  I  could  not  confent  ;  I  am  fure 
you  would  have  thought  me  wanting  to  my 
country  and  to  my  duty,  if  I  had  approved  of 
pafling  thefe  things  over  in  filence,  without  en- 
deavouring to  prevent  them  for  the  future,  and 
without  coming  to  a  feafonable  parliamentary 
relblution  upon  the  queftion,  leaving  nothing  to 
pofterity,  in  the  votes  of  the  Houfe,  but  what 
furnifhes,  from  the  nature  of  it,  the  only  prece- 
dent, perhaps,  upon  record  concerning  this  mat- 
ter, in  favour,  as  it  certainly  is  at  pre/ent,  of  the 
validity  of  fuch  warrants.  I  have  given  you 
now,  I  hope,  a  fatisfactory  account  of  this  great  ( 
matter. 

c  lam,  Sir, 
London,         '  Your  moil  obedient  fervant, 

April  24,  1764.  4  Geo.  Yonge/ 

jfjbe  next  Account  of  the  Debate  on  General  Warrants 
was  written  by  the  late  Right  Honourable  Charles 
Townfhend. 

4  The  fame  public,  which  has  feen  the  two 
4  hundred  and  twenty  calumniated  members  of  the 
*  late  Minority  charged  with  fo  many  things,  which 
4  they  never  did,  and  with  defigns,  which  they 
4  never  formed,  fhould  now  be  fully  and  fairly  in- 
4  formed  of  their  atlual  conduct,  and  their  real 
4  views,  in  moving  the  queftion  of  the  legality  of 
4  the  warrants. 

c  Let  thofe  then  learn,  if  there  be  any  yet  fen- 
c  fible  to  the  feelings,  and  open  to  the  call  of 
4  national  liberty,  that  it  appearing,  in  the  courfe 
4  of  the  proceedings  agamic  Mr.  Wilkes,  that  a 
4  fubject  had  been  taken  into  cuftody  by  a  general 
4  warrant  of  apprehenfion,  iffued  by  Lord  Halifax* 
4  his  papers  feized,  and  his  perfon  kept  in  clofeft 
4  cuftody,  upon  the  charge  of  a  /editions  libel,  the 
4  public  inftantly  took  the  alarm,  and  the  illegality 

4  of 
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4  of  fuch  warrants,  and  fuch  cuftody,  in  fuch  an 
4  offence,  became  univerfally  the  topic  of  dii- 
4  courfe,  and  ground  of  apprehenfion  and  com- 
4  plaint.  When  therefore  the  proceedings  againft 
4  Mr.  Wilkes  were  finifhed,  when  the  honour  of  the 
4  Crown  and  the  dignity  of  Parliament,  traduced  and 
4  injured  by  the  licentious  paper  complained  of, 
4  were  both  vindicated  and  fatisfied,  and  not  till 
4  after  the  expulfion  •,  two  Gentlemen  of  diftin- 

*  guifhed  worth,  talents  and  confequence  in  their 
4  country,   ftepped  forth ;    expreffed  their  opinion 

*  of  the  illegality  of  the  proceedings  of  Lord  Ha- 
4  lifaxy  and  took  that  method,  which  to  them 
4  feemed  the  beft,  of  bringing  the  great  queftion, 
4  which  had  fo  much  interefted  the  minds  of  all 
4  ranks  of  men,  and  upon  which,  they  alledged, 
4  they  thought  the  efTence  of  private  and  perfonal 
4  liberty  depended,  to  an  amicable  debate  and 
4  candid  difcuffiori,  for  the  fatisfaction  of  this  age, 
4  and,  as  they  trufted,  for  the  fecurity  of  future 

*  times. 

4  The  Houfe  adopted  the  idea :  The  Ad  mini- 
4  ftration  acquieiced  ;  a  day  was  named  -,  the 
4  Miniftry  called  for  various  papers,  and  volumes 
4  of  records  -,  and  when  the  hour  of  debate  came 
4  on,  Sir  William  Meredith  moved  the  following 
4  queftion  :  "  That  a  general  warrant  for  appre- 
46  bending  and  feizing  the  authors,  printers  and 
ct  publiftiers  of  a  ieditious  libel,  together  with 
"  their  papers,  is  not  warranted  by  lavy." 

"  In  the  debate,  neither  the  Minifter  hi.mfelf, 
4  nor  the  Attorney  General  defended  the  legality 
4  of  the  warrant.  The  Marquis  of  Granby,  and 
4  many  others  who  voted  for  adjourning  th<*  de~ 
4  bate,  exprefsly  declared  their  deteftation  of  the 
4  practice,  and  their  fenfe  of  the  necefiity  of  pre- 
4  venting  a  meaiure  fo  dangerous  to  liberty  ;  and 
c  the  whole  defence  of  that  day  confided  in  argu- 
c  ing  upon  the  impropriety  of  deciding  in  Parlia- 
5  '  ment, 
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4  ment  a  queftion  then  depending  in  a  court  of 
4  judicature.     They,    who   maintained   the   pro- 

*  priety  and  neceffity  of  the  motion,  endeavoured 

*  to  fhew  the  fallacy  of  this  reafoning,  and  dwelt 
4  upon  the  importance  of  the  queftion,  the  vio- 
4  lence  of  the  proceeding,  the  power  of  Parliament 
4  exer ci fed  in  fimilar  cafes,  and  the  reproach  of  leav- 
4  jng  the  liberty  of  the  fubjecl,  in  a  cafe  of  fuch 
4  notoriety,  fufpended  by  a  court  of  law,  upon 
4  the  pretence  of  bills  of  exceptions,  which,  when 
4  examined,  would  be  found  to  turn  upon  other  points, 
4  and  where  the  decifion,  in  this  matter  of  univer- 
4  fal  intereft,  might  be  long  kept  in  fufpence,  at 

*  the  will  even  of  the  very  party  accufed.     Upon  a 

*  motion  being  made  for  adjourning  the  debate 

*  for  four  months,  the  numbers  were  found  to  be 

*  234  for  the  queftion  and  220  againft  it*j  by 
4  which  this  great  conftitutional  queftion,  perhaps 
e  the  molt  important  that  ever  animated  the  fpirit 

*  of  a  free  people,  has  been  put,  as  it  is  now 
4  phrafed,  into  a  due  courfe  of  trial  at  law  -,  in  con- 
4  fequence  of  which  candid  reference  every  method 
1  has  been  taken,  to  delay  the  fuit  and  to  avoid 

*  decifion. 

4  Thus  this  great  queftion  took  its  rife,  thus 
4  the  Minority  moved  it,  the  Miniftry  avoided  it, 

*  and  the  Houfe  referred  it.'  A  Defence  of  the 
Minority  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  Queftion  of 
General  Warrants. 

The  following,  with  which  we  (hall  clofe  the 
fubjecl:,  was  afcribed  to  Sir  William  Meredith,  Bart. 

'  It  may  not  be  improper,  to  bring  our  atten- 
4  tion  to  the  ground  on  which  the  refolution,  that 
4  was  the  fubjecl:  of  debate  laft  feffion,  and  is  ftill 

*  the  great  object  of  difcuffion,  was  firft  moved. 

4  Mr.  Wilkes,  then  #a  member  'of  parliament* 
4  complained  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  in  the  vio- 

4  lent 

*  The  two  Tellers  on  both  fides,  are  included  in  thefe  numbers. 
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c  lent  and  unlawful  manner  in  which  his  houfe  had 
4  been  broke  open,  his  perfon  and  papers  feized ; 
4  but  being  expelled,   before  his  complaint  was 

*  heard,  it  could  not  be  profecuted  in  his  own 
4  name  and  perfon  :  But  a  violation  of  the  privi- 
4  lege  of  Parliament,  being  an  offence  againfl  Par- 

*  liament   itfelf,    not  confined  to  the  perfon   on 

*  whom  it  is  committed,  though  it  ceafed  to  be  the 
4  caufe  of  Mr.  Wilkes*  it  continued  to  be  the  caufe 

*  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons :  As  fuch,   the  com- 

*  plaint  was  moved  j as  fuch  the  Houfe  re- 

*  ceived  it. 

x  In  contending  for  the  privilege  of  Parliament, 

*  the  writer  defires,  that  he  may  be  underftood  to 

*  mean,  notthatinfolentabufe  of  privilege  which  has 

*  made  its  name  odious,  and  its  exiftence  intolera- 
4  b!e, -by  which  members  of  Parliament  have 

*  ufurped  a  power  of  making  themfelves  judges  of 
e  their  own  caufes,    and  avengers  of  their  own 

c  quarrels; by  which  the  courfe  of  law  and 

4  juftice  have  been  obftructed,  juft  debts  with-held 

*  from  many  an  unhappy  creditor,    and  property 

*  detained  from  its  true  inheritor. 

*  He  begs  leave  to  mark  out  a  diftinction  be- 

*  tween  the  privilege  and  prerogative  of  Parliament ; 

*  defining  the  one  to  be  the  exercife  of  a  tyran- 

*  nous  and  opprefllve  jurifdiclion  over  the  reft  of 
4  the  fubjecls  :  The  other  to  confilt  in  that  of  pro- 

*  teclion,  which  fecures  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
c  people  from  the  power  of  the  crown.  On  keep- 
c  ing  this  privilege  facred  and  inviolate,   the  free- 

*  dom  of  Parliament,  and  of  confequence  the  being 
4  of  our  Conflitution  depends. 

4  By  a  late  refolution  of  both  Houfes  it  was  de- 
c  clared,  That  there  is  no  privilege  in  cafe  <f  a  fedi- 
4  tious  libel.  This  refolution  fubjecls  a  member  of 
4  Parliament  to  the  fame  procefs  of  law,  that  every 
4  other  fnbjeci  is  liable  to,  in  the  cafe  of  a  libel. 
4  JBut  if  a  member  of  Parliament  for  writing  a  libel 
4  4  has 
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*  has  been  treated  in  a  manner  that  the  law  does 
c  not  warrant,   there  ftill  muft  be  a  breach  of  pri- 

*  vilege.—  Wherever  the  law  has  been  violated  in 
4  the  perfon  of  a  member  of  Parliament,  privilege 

c  has  bsen  violated  alfo. King  Charles  I.  ace u fed 

4  five   members  of  Parliament  of  high  treafon  ; 

*  and,   becaufe  there  is  no  privilege  in  the  cafe  of 
c   treafon,    he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  feize  upon" 
c  their  perfons, feal  up  their  papers,  and   uie 

4  them  as  traitors. But,  without  a  legal  and 

4  well-grounded  charge    of  treafon,    the    Houfe 

*  would  not  fubmit  to  the  feizure  of  the  perfons 
4  and  papers  of  their  members  :  They  voted, 
4  therefore  (before  the  King  came  in  perfon  to 

*  demand  them)  The  fealing  up  of  the  latter,  and 
4  the  attempt  to  feize  the  former,  an  high  breach  of 
4  privilege. 

4  I  (hall  not  compare  Mr.  Wilkes  himfelf  to  any 
4  of  thofe  great  patriots  ;  yet,  fo  far  their  cafes  are 
r*  alike,  that  the  charge  of  treafon  was  as  merely 
4  fictious  in  one  inftance  as  in  the  other. 

i  It  was  thought  necefTary,  therefore,  to  form 
4  the  refolution  in  the  ihape  that  it  appeared  on 
4  two  accounts: 

4  In  the  firft  place,  it  was  proper  to  declare  the 
4  illegality  of  the  manner  of  proceeding  againft 

*  Mr.  Wilkes,    there  being  no  privilege  as  to  the 

*  matter  of  a  libel.     And, 

*  Their  fecond  care  was,  That  in  offer  ting,  the 
4  privilege  of  Parliament,  they  might  provide  for  the 
4  liberty  of  the  fubjeel  in  general. 

*  In  purfuance  of  theie  principles  the  refolution 
4  was  thus  moved  by  Sir  William  Meredith,  and 
4  feconded  by  Sir  George  Savile. 

4  That  a  general  warrant  for  apprehending  and 
4  feizing  the  authors,  printers,  and  publifhers  of  a  fe- 
4  ditious  libel,  together  with  their  papers,  is  not 
4  warranted  by  law. 

Vol.  VI.  U  ■  This 
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*  This  was  moved  as  leading  to  another  confe- 

*  quential  to  it ;  That  fetch  warranty  if  executed,  is 
%  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  fubjetl  ;  and,  in  cafe 

*  of  a  member  of  this  Houfe,  is  a  breach  of  the  pri- 

*  vilege  of  this  Houfe. 

4  The  fate  of  the  former  queftion  prevented  the 
€  latter  from  being  formally  moved  -,  but,  fo  much 

*  was  the  Houfe  apprifed  and  pofTcffed  of  the  two 

*  refolutions,  as  connected  and  interwoven  toge- 

*  ther,  that,  although  feparated  in  faft,  it  was  as 

*  abfurd  to  feparate  them  in  idea  and  in  argument, 

*  as  to  take  part  of  a  fentence  and  argue  as  upon 
s      '  the  whole,  when  the  whole  together  bears  a  fenfe 

*  quite  different  from  a  part. 

c  Having  dated  the  relblution,   as  it  was'firft 
4  moved,  it  now  becomes  me  to  defcribe  it  with 

*  the  amendments  (which  I  rather  call  additions) 
c  which  being  (I  muft  think  unfortunately)  adopt- 
c  ed  by  men  of  great  authority,  were  by  common 

*  agreement  of  parties  made  a  part  of  the  refolu- 

*  tion  :  That  a  general  warrant  for  apprehending  and 
€  feizing  the  authors,  printers  and  publijhers  of  a  fe- 
c  ditious  [and  treafonabW]  libel,  together  with  their 
i  papers,  is  not  warranted  by  law.     [Although  fuch 

*  warrant  has  been  irTued  according  to  the  ufage 
1  of  office,  and  hath  been  frequently  produced  to, 

*  and  fo  far  as  appears  to  this  Houfe,  the  validity 

*  thereof,  hath  never  been  debated  in  the  Court  of 
€  King's  Bench,  but  the  parties  thereupon  have 

*  frequently  been  bailed  by  the  faid  Court.] 

6  At  firft,  one  is  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  for  what  end 

*  this  long  paragraph  was  added  to  the  queftion  4 
4  but  the  defender  of  the  Majority   informs  us, 

*  That  the  circumflance  of  admitting  to  bail,  perfons 

*  apprehended  under  fuch  warrants,  is  of  fuch  im-< 

*  portance  to  the  quejlion  of  the  legality  of  the  war- 
c  rants,   that  in  the  opinion  of  an  old  and  experienced 

*  lawyer,  who  will  ever  be  efteemed  an  honour  to  the 

*  profeffion^  it  implies  no  lefs  than  an  imputation  of 

'  perjury 
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4  perjury  to  have  fuppofed  fucb  practice  to  have  pre* 

4  vailed  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,   unlefs  the  le- 

4  gality  of  the  warrants  had  at  the  fame  time  been 

4  acknowledged  by  the  Court. 

c  I  don't  know  who  the  ancient  lawyer  is,  whom 

4  the  writer  fpeaks  of;    but  (with  deference  to  his 

*  character  and  age)  he  feerns  to  have  forgotten 
4  ^if  he  ever  knew)  the  practice  of  the  Courts,  in 

*  which  queftions  of  this  fort  ufually  are  agitated. 
4  For  when  a  prifoner  is  brought  before  them  in 

*  order  to  be  bailed,  the  Court  will  remand  or 
4  bail,  according  to  their  ideas  of  the  offence 
4  named  in  the  warrant  of -commitment,   without 

*  offkioufly  fcrutinizing  either  the  form  of  the 
c  warrant,  or  the  authority  by  which  it  is  iflued. — 

*  When  Mr.  Wilkes  was  brought  by  Habeas  Corpus 
4  before  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  he  was  not 
4  difcharged  on  account  of  the  illegality  of  the 

*  warrant :  The  warrant  was  not  then  before  the 
6  Court :  But  when  he  tried  his  action  for  the 
4  falfe   imprifonment,     then   the  legality   of   the 

4  warrant  was  debated, then  was  its  illegality 

4  declared. If  then  the  pnrpofe  of  this  part  of 

4  the  amendments  was  to  eftablifh  an  opinion  of 

4  the  legality  of  the  warrant,   it  has  failed  to  an- 

4  fwer  even  that  bad  purpofe.     For  fu rely  it  can 

'  anfwer  no  good  purpofe,  to  juftify  fuch  a  warrant 

4  in  any  cafe  but  treafon. 

*  The  other  addition  of  the  word  [treafonable,] 
4  was  made  (it  is  given  out)  in  order  to  give  the 
4  public  a  true  idea  of  the  cafe  upon  which  the 
4  queftion  was  agitated  :  For  the  warrant  of  Lord 
4  Halifax  was  not  for  zfeditious,  but  for  a  feditious 
4  and  treafonable  libel.- But  how  does  the  im- 

*  putation  of  treafon  give  a  true  idea  of  a  cafe  in 
e  which,  in  facl,  there  was  no  treafon  f  A  libel  is 
4  one  crime,  treafon  is  another.  When  once  a  Writ- 
4  ing  becomes  treafon,  it  ceafes  to  be  a  libel, — it  is 

*  treafon.  — Mr.  Wilkes  was  tried   for  being  the 

U  2  *  author 
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*  author  and  publifher  of  a  libel :  He  was  con- 
4  vi&ed  of  a  libel,  not  of  treafon.  Had  he  com- 
%  mitted  treafon,  one  cannot  iuppofe  there  would 
4  have  been  a  failure  of  juftice  in  profecuting  him 

*  to  the  extent  of  his  crime. — The  North  Briton, 
6  however,  was  defcribed  in  the  warrant  to  be  a 
4  feditious  and  treafonable  libel.     But  is  an  epithet 

*  inferted  in  a  warrant  to  alter  the  natureof  acrime  ? 
4  God  forbid  !    At  that  rate  an  unhappy   vi&im 

*  might  be  judged,-- — not  after  the  nature  of  his 

*  crime,  but  according  to  the  number  and  weight 

4  of  accufations  with  which  an  Attorney  General 
'  may  be  pleafed  to  load  him. 

6  I  hud  almoft  forgot  the  bill, — — propofed  by 

6  Sir  7.  Philipps  to  damn  the  [Minority  all  at  once 

?  in  the  opinions  of  mankind,  and  to  make  us  fall 

in  love  with  the  Adminiftration.     When,  fay  the 

friends  of  the  Minifter,  did  a  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer-^  and  an  Adminiftration,  intend  an  all  fo 

ejfentially  to  the  exiftence  of  liberty  ? 

*  But  let  me  afk  thefe  champions  for  liberty,  the 

*  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Adminiftration; 

*  if  they  had  intended  to  pafs  the  bill,  why  did  they 
■    «  reject  the  refolution  which  was  the  bed  foundation 

5  for  the  bill?  If  they  were  in  earned  about  it, 

*  how  came  it  not  to  fucceed  ? a  Minority  re- 

4  jecl  a  bill  that  the  Majority  really  intend!— 
4  'lis  an  errant  bulL 

4  But  do  they  really  talk  fuch  a  language  of 

*  themfelvts,  That  they  are  unable  to  go  through 
4  with  a  proportion  that  they  think  right,  unlefs 

*  the  Minority  will  help  them,  out ! That  the 

4  Minority  gave  no  countenance  to  the  fham  offer 
4  of  this  foolifh  bill,  is  true: — — That  the  rejecV 
4  ing  of  it  lies  wholly  at  their  door  is  falfe. 

4  Sir  J.  Philipps,  in  a  very  thin  Houfe  (the  Mini- 
4   fter  prefent,  but  not  attended  like  a  Minifter  who 

*  has  a  point  to  carry)  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
4  a  bill,  to  regulate  the  Secretary  of  State's  office; 

4  Who 


A.  1764.         DEBATES.  293 

c  Who  iirft  oppofed,  and  raifed  a  general  difguft 

*  againft  this  bill?  Not  one  of  the  Minority-,  but 
c  a  noble  perfon  whofe  high  rank  and  diftindtion 
c  do  the  Miniftry  great  honour,  and  on  whole  abi- 
c  lities  they  greatly  rely.     Some  of  the  Minority 

*  might  perhaps  fay,  It  was  foreign  to  {he  original 
4  intent  of  their  refoluiion,  which  was  to  vindicate 

*  the  privilege  of  the  Houfe,  and  that  was  not  to  be 

*  done  by  a  bill : —That  they  wifloed  to  put  an  end 

6  to  an  abufive  exercife  of  power,  in  a  cafe  wherein 
c  nofuch  power  was  wanted;  but  not  to  interfere  with 

*  any  other  power  of  the  Secretary  of  State's  office :  — 
c  They  knew  the  abfurdity  of  limiting  its  neceffary 

<*  power  by  any  rules  of  law : They  faw  the  danger 

6  of  giving  the  fantlion  of  law  to  powers  that  are 
c  never  to  be  endured \   but  in  cafes  of  exigency  •,   in 

*  which  they  are  and  ever  will  btjuftified. 

c  But  fo  far  was  the  Minority  from  putting  even 
6  a  negative  upon  this  bill,  that  moft  of  them  went 

*  away  with  a  notion  it  was  to  come  in  :»— — They 
'  were  furprifed,  when  they  heard  Sir  J.  P.hilipps 

*  had  withdrawn  his  motion.'  A  Reply  to  the  De- 
fence of  the  Majority. 

Upon  this  fubjecl:  was  alfo  publifhed  one  of  the 
moil  matter ly  and  valuable  tracls  which  ever  ap- 
peared in  our  language.  It  was  intitled,  A  Letter 
on  Libels,  Warrants,  the  Seizure  of  Papers,  and 
Sureties  for  the  Peace  or  Behaviour  ;  with  a  View  to 
fome  late  Proceedings,  and  the  Defence  of  them  by  the 
Majority.     Printed  for  J.  Almon,  price  2  s.  6d. 

Feb.  24.  Complaint  having  been  made  in  the 
HoufeofLordsof  the  publication  of  a  libel,  intitled, 
Droit  le  Roy,  a  meffage  from  the  Lords  was  this 
day  delivered  to  the  Commons,  defiring  a  confe- 
rence, and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  manage 
the  fame  •,  who  having  attended  the  Lords,  re- 
turned, and  Lord  Strange  acquainted  the  Houfe, 
That  the  Lords  having  taken  into  confideration  a 

U  3  book 
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book  in  titled,  Droit  le  Roy :  or,  A  Bigeft  of  the 
Rights  and  Prerogatives  of  the  Imperial  Crown  of 
Great-Britain,  had  come  to  the  following  refolu- 
tions,— Refolved,  by  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral in  Parliament  aifembled,  that  the  book 
in  titled,  Droit  le  Roy :  or,  A  Digeft  of  the  Rights 
and  Prerogatives  of  the  Imperial  Crown  of  Great- 
Britain  ;  is  a  falfe,  malicious,  and  traiterous  libel, 
inconiifteht  with  the  principles  of  the  revolution, 
to  which  we  owe  the  prefent  happy  eftablifhrnent ; 
and  an  audacious  infult  upon  his  Majefty  ;  whofe 
paternal  care  has  been  fo  early  and  lb  effectually 
fhewn  to*  the  religion,  laws,  and  liberties  of  his 
people  ;  tending  to  fubvert  the  fundamental  laws 
and  liberties  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  to  introduce 
an  illegal  and  arbitrary  power. 

Keiblved,  by  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal 
in  Parliament  ailembled,  That  one  of 
the  faid  printed  books  be  burnt,  by  the  hands  of 
the  common  hangman,  in  the  New  Palace  Tard^ 
Weftminfter^  on  Saturday  the  25th  of  this  inftant 
February  1  at  one  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  5 
and  that  another  of  the  faid  printed  books  be 
burnt,  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman, 
before  the  Royal  Exchange  in  London^  on  Monday 
the  27th  day  of  this  inftant  February ,  at  the  fame 
hour  •,  and  that  the  Sheriffs  of  London  and  Middlefex 
do  attend  at  the  faid  times  and  places  refpeftively, 
andcaufe  the  fame  to  be  burnt  there  accordingly. 

This  report  being  read,  and  feveral  parts  of  the 
faid  book  being  alio  read,  and  the  firft  of  the  faid 
refolutions  being  read  a  fecond  time,  the  Houfe 
refolved,  nem.  con.  to  agree  with  the  Lords  in  the 
faid  refolution  •,  and  the  blank  was  filled  up  with  the 
words  '  and  Commons.'  Then,  the  fecond  of  the 
faid  refolutions  being  read  a  fecond  time,  the  Houfe 
refolved  alfo,  nem.  con.  to  agree  with  the  Lords  in 
the  faid  refolution,  and  the  blank  was  filled  up 
with  the  words  *  and  Commons.' 

The 
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The  fame  day,  complaint  being  made  to  the 
Houfe,  that  the  hand-writing  of  feveral  of  the 
members  of  the  Houfe  had  been  counterfeited, 
upon  the  covers  for  feveral  letters,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent their  being  charged  with  the  duty  of  poftage ; 
feveral  of  the  faid  covers  were  produced  by  the 
faid  members,  which  they  declared  to  be  not  of 
their,  the  faid  members,  hand-writing  :  And  the 
Houfe  being  informed,  that  a  perfon  attended  at 
the  door,  who  could  prove  that  William  Edwards, 
otherwife  William  Edwards  Moreing,  had  counter- 
feited the  names  of  the  faid  members,  upon  the 
faid  covers ;  he  was  called  in,  and  at  the  bar  exa- 
mined, in  relation  thereto ;  then  he  withdrew,  and 
the  Houfe  being  informed  that  the  faid  William 
Edwards,  otherwife  William  Edwards  Moreing,  was 
then  a  prifoner  in  Newgate,  but  might  probably 
foon  be  difcharged  from  fuch  confinement,  it  was 
ordered,  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  ifTue  his  warrant  for 
his  detention,  and  that  the  Keeper  of  Newgate  do 
bring  him  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  upon  Tburfday 
morning  next,  to  be  examined  touching  the  mat- 
ter of  the  faid  complaint. 

On  the  29th,  complaint  was  again  made  to  the 
Houfe,  that  the  hand-writing  of  a  member  of  the 
Houfe  had  been  counterfeited,  upon  the  cover  for 
a  letter,  in  order  to  prevent  its  being  charged  with 
the  duty  of  poftage  ;  and  the  faid  cover  being  pro- 
duced by  the  faid  member,  which  he  declared  tQ 
Be  not  of  his  hand-writing  ;  William  Edwards* 
otherwife  William  Edwards  Moreing,  was  (according 
to  order)  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  by  the 
Deputy  to  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  the 
Houfe  :  And,  the  feveral  covers  for  letters,  which 
were  before  produced  to  the  Houfe,  being  fhewn 
to  him,  he  denied  that  the  franks  thereon  were  of 
his  hand-writing.  And  Mr.  John  Keith  and  Mr. 
Jofiah  Stockwell  attending,  according  to  order;  they 
were  feverally  called  in,  and  examined,  and  con- 

U  4  "    fronted 
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fronted  with  the  laid  William  Edwards.  Then  all 
of  them  being  directed  to  withdraw,  and  called  in 
again  for  further  examination,  William  Edwards 
was  heard  in  his  defence  •,  and,  being  again  directed 
to  withdraw,  it  was  refoived,  that  William  Edwards^ 
qthetwife  William  Edwards  Moreing,  having  coun- 
terfeited the  hand-writing  of  feveral  members  of 
the  Houfe,  upon  letters,  and  feveral  covers  of  let- 
ters, in  order  to  prevent  their  being  charged  with 
the  duty  of  spoilage,  is  guilty  of  an  high  mifde- 
roeanour,  and  a  notorious  breach  of  the  privilege 
of  this  Houfe  ;  whereupon  th,e  laid  William  Ed- 
wards was  ordered,  for  his  laid  offence,  to  be  com- 
mitted prifoner  to  his  Majefty's  gaol  of  Newpate^ 
en  Mr.  Speaker's  warrant.  Then  the  faid  John 
Keith  and  Jcjhua  Stockwell  were  again  feverally 
called  in  ;  and  at  the  bar  examined,  with  relation 
to  the  perfons  to  whom  they  had  d:fpofed  of  franks  -, 
and  then,  being  feverally  directed  to  withdraw, 
the  proper  officer  was  ordered  to  lay  before  the 
Houfe  an  account  of  the  grofs  produce  of  the 
general  inland  poftage  of  Great-Britain  and  Ire- 
land >  together  with  an  account  of  the  deductions 
for  inland  franked  letters,  in  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland^  as  nearly  as  the  fame  could  be  computed^ 
from  the  year  17 15  to  the  year  1763,  both  inclu- 
five,  diflinguifhing  each  year ;  and  the  appoint- 

^  men t of  a  committee  was  alio  ordered,  nem.  con.  to 

inquire  into  the  feveral  frauds  and  abufes  in  rela- 
tion to  the  fending  x>r  receiving  of  letters  and 
parcels  tree  from  the  duty  of  poftage;  and  to  con- 
iider  of  the  mod  proper  methods  of  preventing 
the  fame-,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereupon, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  Houfe. 

March  7.  The  order  of  the  day  beipg  read,  for 
the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
v;hole  Houfe,  upon  the  bill  for  enlarging  the  time 
for  payment  of  the  duty  granted,  by  an  ad  paffed 

in 
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in  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  upon  cyder  and 
perry  made  in  Great-Britain,  and  for  altering  the 
compoficion  authorised  to  be  made  in  refpect  of 
fuch  duty  ;  and  a  motion  being  made,  and  the 
queftion  being  put,  that  it  be  an  in  ft  ruction  to  the 
faid  committee,  that  they  have  power  to  receive  a 
claufe,  or  ciaufes,  for  regulating  the  mode  of  col- 
lection by  excife,  fo  as  to  fecure  to  the  fubject  their 
undoubted  right  of  trials  by  juries,  and  to  rcftrain 
by  penalties  any  abufes  of  the  Officers  of  Excife 
contrary  to  law  \  it  paffed  in  the  negative  by  166 
again  ft  120. 

Upon  this  occafion  there  was  publifhed  a  fenfible 
trad,  intitled,    '  The  Kight  of  Appeal  to  Juries 

*  in  Caufes  of  Excife,  afierted  ;'  which,  as  it  con- 
tains many  of  the  arguments  made  uie  of  in  Par- 
liament upon  this  queftion,  will  not  be  improper 
to  republish  here. 

4  The  intent  of  the  following  pages  is  not  to  be 

*  foremoft  in   fpreading  the   alarm   of  a  general 

*  excife,  but  to  point  out  an  effectual  lecurity 
4  againft   it.     This   defign,    even   Minifters   will 

*  fcarce    reproach    with    faction,    unlefs,    when 

*  poifon  has  been  infufed  into  the  fyftem,   they 

*  call  it  faction  to  adminifter  the  antidote.  The 
4  application  of  juries  to  all  caufes  of  excife  is  a 
4  topic  received  with, very  general  favour,  and 
4  cherifhed  as  an  object  of  the  greateft  public  con- 

*  cern.  I  fhall  endeavour,  therefore,  to  point  out 
4  the  indifpenfable  neceffity  of  afferting  this  right 
4  now,  by  explaining  the  particular  power  of  juries 
4  to  protect  us  againft  the  pernicious  effects,  or 

*  the  farther  extenfion,  of  anew,   infidious,  and 

*  unconftitutional  mode  of  excife,  lately  introduced 
6  into  the  cyder  counties.  This  argument,  how- 
4  ever,  is  totally  difengaged  from  the  details  of  a 

*  cyder  queftion,  and  ftands  upon  the  great  and 


4  general 
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6  general  ground  of  fecuring  public  liberty,  fronl 
'  the  confequences  of  this  dangerous  example. 
*  It  is  necefiary,    before  we  can   proceed  any 

*  farther,  to  define  the  fundamental  principle  upon 
c  which  all  queftions  relating  to  excife  depend. 
'  The  great  diftinction  is,  between  an  excife  limited 
c  to  the  trader,  and  a  general  excife  extended  to 
'  every  private  houfe.     This  diilindion,    and  the 

*  grounds  of  it,   have  been  (o  fully  and  accurately 

*  explained,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  upon  the 
c  cyder  act,  that  I  (hall  add  no  more  than  this,  by 

*  way  of  definition,  viz.  The  limited  excife  may 
'  be  called  a  conftitutional  excife  •,  The  general 
'  excife  is  unconftitutional.  The  firft,  Becaufe  it 
c  may  be  confident  with  the  liberty  of  the  fubject  ; 

*  the  other,  Becaufe  it  is  totally  repugnant  to  the 
c  freedom  of  our  conftitution. 

c  The  argument  of  thofewho  fupport  the  prin- 
c  ciple  of  the  cyder  act  may  be  ftated  thus :  cyder 
c  made  for  the  confumption  of  each  private  family, 
c  ought  by  all  principles  of  equality  in  taxation, 
c  to  pay  fome  duty ;  but  fuch  a  tax  cannot  be 
c  raifed  by  a  conftitutional  mode  of  excife  ;  there- 

*  fore  we  mull  feek  our  remedy  by  a  capitation 

*  upon  cyder  drinkers.  Well  then,  we  are  to 
6  hope  that  this  capitation  will  be  levied  in  a  con- 
c  ilitutional  manner  :  Let  us  judge:  The  excife- 
c  man  is  to  be  armed  with  unlimited  powers  of 
c  learch  from  the  barn  without,  to  the  clofet 
*■  within,  with  an  alternative  offered  to  each  perfon 
c  thus  vifited,   of  efcaping  all  this  vexation  upon 

*  compofition  for  the  duty.  Now,  becaufe  there 
c  is  an  alternative  offered,  this  is  faid  to  be  a  law 

*  formed  upon  the  principles  of  liberty  ;  for  no 
6  man  is  forced  under  this  excife  :   The  law  only 

*  compels  him  under  intolerable  pains  and  penalties 

*  to  a  voluntary  payment,  as  in  fome  countries; 

*  a  criminal  with  a  knife  in  his  hand,  is  tortured 
c  till  he  cuts  his  own  throat.    A  Angular  argument 

4  this! 
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this  !    That  the  mode  of  excife  is  not  unconfti- 
tution'al  or  oppreffive,  becaufe  it  is  not  enforced 
till  the  occafionValis  for  it! 
c  I  wi(h  iome  clear-fighted  man  would  explain 
to  me  the  difference  between  thefe  two  cafes  : 
The  minitfry  fend  me  notice  that  I  (hall  have  a 
troop  of  excifemen,   or  a  troop  of  horfe,    (no 
macter  which)  quartered  upon    me ;    and  in  a 
poltfcript  they  fubjoin,   That  a  troop  of  horfe  is 
but  (as  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  fay)  a, 
fiction  in  law  ;    and  if  I  will  pay  half  a  crown  a 
head  for  my  family,   I  fhall  hear  no  more  of  the 
excifemen,  or  the  troop  of  horfe,  till  the  next 
time.     Another  man  (not  fo  correct  perhaps  in 
his  fpelling,)  writes  me  word  that  he  will  fet  fire 
to  my  houfe,  unlefs  I  depofit  ten  guineas  under 
a  certain  tree.     The  argument  of  the  Miniitry 
is :  Can  you  complain  of  a  burthen  as  intolera- 
ble, when  we  offer  you  fo  reafonable  an  alter- 
native, as  that  of  paying  your  half-crowns  ?  My 
illiterate  correfpondent  fays,  Is  not  your  houfe 
worth  faving  at  fo  fma-11  a  price  as  ten  guineas  ? 
Shooting  at  you  behind  a  hedge,  or  burning 
your  houfe,  are  but  fictions  in  law  :    Pay  your 
money  quietly,   and  fleep  in  peace  till  it  comes 
to  your  turn  again.     The  principle  in  thefe  two 
cafes  is  the  fame  -,  I  wifh. their  fates  had  not  been 
different  :  The  one  is  branded  as  it  deferves,  in 
the  Black  Act ;    while  the  other  flalks  abroad  in 
open  and  infolent  defiance  of  all  the  fundamental 
principles  of  liberty  and  the  conftitution  ! 
'  It  is  a  grievance  throughout  the  whole  fyftem 
of  the  prefent  excife  laws,     and  a   flumbling- 
block  in  the  way  of  every  new  revenue-bill  which 
is  to  operate  under  the   excife,    that  cafes  of 
appeal  at  the  fuit  of  the  fubject,   are  not  to  be 
tried  by  Juries.    This  grievance  becomes  doubly 
oppreffive  in  the  cyder  act,  which  tramples  over 
the  great  and  fundamental  diftinction,   between 

4  the 
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c  the  Gentleman  and   Farmer,   on  the  one  fide; 

4  the  Tradefman   and  Retailer  on  the  other.     In 

4  mitigation    therefore   of  a   very    injurious    and 

4  undeterved  fate,   by  which  the  houfe  of  every 

4  Gentleman  and  Yeoman  in  the  cyder  counties, 

4  is  to  be  fufpected,  vifited,  and  ranfacked,  fo,  as 

*  none  buj  the  gin-mop  is  in  any  other,  let  every 
4  man   who  (hail  think   himfelf  aggrieved  in  the 

*  execution  of  the  act,  have  an  appeal  to  thejudg- 

*  ment  of  his  country,  by  a  Jury  of  his  Peers. 
4  And  if  this  principle  be  well  founded  (which  I 
4  think  no  one  will  difpute)  why  fhould  not  the 
4  Gentlemen  of  the  cyder  counties  receive  the 
4  fatisfaction,  of  having  pointed  out  the  way  to 
4  general  liberty,  by  reftoring  to  their  country  its 
c  ftrft  and  fundamental  prerogative  ? 

4  I  (hall  examine  the  merits  of  the  queftion,  of 

c  allowing  an  appeal  to  Juries  upon  the  following 

*  topics  :  Whether  it  will  tend  to  the  diminution 
4  of  the  revenue,  in  fuch  excifes  as  only  affect  the 
4  trader ;  and,  Whether  it  will  not  fpecifically 
4  apply  a  remedy,  to  the  intolerable  grievances  of 
6  an  unconftitutional  excife,  and  difappoint  the 
4  farther  extenfion  of  this  horrid  mode.  As  to  the 
4  fir  ft,  it  is.  laid,  That  in  trials  between  the  crown 
4  and  fubject,  Juries  will  foon  get  into  a  habit  of 
4  deciding  againft  the  crown  :  To  which  I  reply, 
4  That  the  revenue  of  the  cuftoms  bears  a  con- 
4  ftant  teftimony  againft  this  ftrange  principle: 
4  For  if  this  fuppofed  infamous  partiality  of  Juries, 
4  were  fo  notorioufly  to  be  depended  upon,  why 
£  does  not  every  man  who  has  a  duty  of  the 
4  cuftoms  to  pay,    leave  the  matter  to   trial  for 

*  the  chance  of  evading  it?  Afk  the  lawyers,  who 

*  have  pleaded  for  the  Crown,  Whether  Juries  do 

*  not  feel   the  force   of   their  arguments,    That 

*  every  fraud  committed  to  the  detriment  of  the 
4  revenue,  and  connived  at,  is  an  act  of  oppreffion 
4  and  injufticc  to-  the  fair  trader  ?  The  man  who 

•      '  will 
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i  will  commit  perjury  and  felony,  to  avoid  a  duty 
«  of  half  a  crown,  is  pointed  at  as  an  object  of 
4  infamy  and  deteftation :  Is  every  Jury,  then,  to 
4  confift  of  twelve  luch  men  ?  Have  Juries  fo 
«  little  regard  to  their  reputation,  as  openly, 
4  again  ft  ■  fact  and  law,  to  efpoufe  the  caufc  of  a 

*  notorious  cheat  ?  There  is  no  argument  or  ex- 
4  perience,  to  fix  fo  deteftable  an  imputation  upon 
«  an  Englijh  Jury.  On  the  contrary,  the  very  00 
4  cafion  of  the  claufe  *  for  removing  trials  into 
4  other  counties,  and  the  little  ufage  that  has  been, 
4  or  is  ever  likely  to  be  made  of  that  claufe,  argue 

*  that  a  Jury  will  do  jufticein  favour  of  the  Crown, 
6  unlefs  fmugglers  themfelves,  or  intimidated 
4  by  a  troop  of  fmugglers.     In  God's  name,   what 

*  intereft  can  a  Jury  of  independent  freeholders  be 
4  fuppofed  to  have,  between  the  crown  and  a  petty 
'trader  -,  a  foap-boiler  for  inftance,  or  a  tallow- 

*  chandler  ?    Are   thefe  the   objects  of  popular 

*  adoration,  againft  whom  no  Jury  fhall  give  their 
4  profane  verdict  ?  If  not,  Where  is  the  danger  to 
4  the  revenue  of  excife,  as  confined  to  the  trader 
*-  and  retailer,  if  Juries  be  allowed  ? 

4  Well :    If  an  appeal  to  Juries  be  admitted,  as 

*  not  prejudicial  to  the  revenue,  upon  the  branches 
■*  within  the  limits  of  a  conftitutionai  excife,  yet 
4  what  (hall  we  fay  to  the  cyder  act  ?  Tear  it  to 
4  pieces.  What !  Are  we  to  pawn  Magna  Charta 
4  for  the  fcanty  produce  of  a  cyder  tax  ?    Are  our 

*  liberties  to  be  fet  up  at  public  auction  ?- The 

*  cyder  duty  will  produce  20,000/. -No!  you 

4  fhall  not  have  our  liberties  for  20,000  /.—--But  it 
6  will  produce  25,000  /.—-No  !  not  for  25,000/. 

c  But  it  will  produce  30,000/. -Then  take 

4  them  :  At  that  price  we  will  fell  our  birthright. 

4  The  advocates  for  this  duty,  allow  the  mode 
4  of  collecting  to  be  an  univerfal  oppreffion,   by 

4  refufing 

*  By  19  George  II.  c.  34.  f.  5.  Offences  relating  to  the  cu  floras  of  excife^ 
made  felony  by  any  a&;  may  be  tried  in  any  cocflty, 
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4  refufing  to  truft  twelve  men  in  any  of  the  cyder 
4  counties  with  an  appeal ;  from  whence  I  infer, 
4  That  if  an  appeal  to  Juries  had  been  eftablifhed 

*  before  the  cyder  act,  the  Miniftry  would  not  have 

*  run  the  hazard,  or  thought  it  worth  while,  to 
4  attempt  a  duty  by  this  oppreflive  mode.  There  - 
c  fore  the  very  argument,  that  a  general  claule  of 

*  Juries  will  be  inconfiftent  with  the  cyder  duty, 

*  proves  that  fuch  a  cla'ufe  would  fruftrate  any 
4  future  extenfion   of  the  excife  upon  the  fame 

*  plan  •,    which  is  the  great  object  propofed. 

4  A  Minifter  is  bound  to  distribute  the  necef- 

*  fary  burthens,  fo  as  (till  to  be  confident  with 

*  liberty  •,   but  unlefs  the  voice  of  one  man  is  to 

*  decide  againft  the  judgement  of  millions,   who 

*  more  frequently  judge  aright  than  they  give  the 

*  reafon  :  Why  fhould  the  Minifter  have  power  or 
4  influence  to  inflict  any  tax,   (under  the  fevered 

*  pains  and  penalties  to  be  decided  without  appeal) 
4  which  no  twelve  Jurymen  in  the  kingdom  fhall 

*  think  confident  with  liberty  ?  This  is  the  touch- 
4  done  of  excife  :  Will  it  endure  an  open  appeal 
4  to  Juries?  If  it  will,  it  is  admiflible  j  If  not, 
'  No. 

4  It  is  by  no  means  propofed,  to  take  the  exe- 

*  cution  of  the  excife  laws  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
c  Commifiioners,  or  Juftices  of  the  peace,   in  the 

*  firft  inftance  ;  for  this,  far  from  being  any  kind- 

*  nels  to  the  trader  or  retailer,  would  be  the  great- 

*  eft  grievance.     The  Juftice  of  the  peace  and 

*  Commiflioner  may  mitigate  the  fine,  almoft  al- 

*  ways  do  :  But  what  companion  could  a  Jury 
4  exercife  towards  a  poor  culprit,  perhaps  not  cri- 

*  minal  in  a  great  degree  ?  They,  or  the  Court, 
4  might  have  a  power  to  mitigate  a  fine  of  5  /.  and 
4  the  poor  wretch  would  only  find  himfelf  ruined 
4  by  the  cods  of  the  fuit.  And  here  arifes  another 
4  argument  for  allowing  an  appeal  to  a  Jury  -,  for 
4  the  cods  of  fuch  a  fuit  will  deter  any  perfon 

4  '  from 
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*  from  bringing  it,  except  in  cafes  of  notorious 
4  injuftice. 

*  It  is  not  only  the  immediate  expence  of  the 
c  fuit  itfelf  that  will  operate  to  prevent  frivolous 
4  ones,  but  likewife  the  little  expectation  of  fuccefs 

*  in  any  other  cafes  than  thole  of  notorious  in* 
4  juftice  :  Coniider  what  difadvantages  the  appeal 
'  in  frivolous  cafes  will  ftand  under,  all  other  things 
4  being  left  upon  the  preient  footing,  except  al- 

*  lowing  an  ultimate  appeal  to  Juries.     There  is 

*  the  judgement  of  the  Commifiioners  or  J u dices 
4  of  the  peace  again  ft  the  plaintiff,    and  the  con- 

*  firmaticn  of  this  judgement  by  the  Comrniffion- 
4  ers  of  appeals,  or  Juitices  at  the  quarter  ieiTions, 
4  Thefe  authorities   mud,    without   doubt,    have 

*  great  weight  with  a  Jury,  and  lea^e   but  little 

*  hopes  of  fuccefs  to  the  plaintiff,    unlefs  he  can 

*  prove  an  evident  combination  of  wicked  ma- 
4  giftrates  to  opprefs  him.  In  that  cafe  a  Jury 
6  ought  and  will  provide  effectual  redrefs.     Ma- 

*  giftrates  will  be  careful  of  their  actions  when 

*  there  lies  an  appeal,  but  ftill  the  expeditious  and 
4  fummary  way  of  collecting  the  revenue  will  re- 
4  main  in  force.  Therefore  the  effect  of  allowing 
4  an  appeal  to  Juries,  will  be  to  preferve  the  expe- 
4  ditious  courfe  of  juftice  from  any  tendency  to 
4  opprelTion,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  fecures  the 
4  revenue  without  any  diminution. 

4  Cafes  liable  to  litigation  do  not  happen  every 
4  day,  and  therefore  I  do  not  ftate  this  as  a  con-  . 
4  tendon  for  20.?.  between  the  Crown  and  the  fub- 
4  ject  •,  but  the  queftion  is,  Whether  the  public 
4  revenue  mall  ftand  upon  an  open  trial  for  20  i. 
4  or  every  private  fubject  lofe  the  charter  of  his 
4  liberty.  I  allow  and  believe,  that  the  fummary 
4  and  decifive  way  by  CommirTioners  and  Juftices 
4  of  the  peace,  may  not  produce  injuftice  once  in 

*  a  thoufand  times  ;  but  it  is  the  principle  -,— it  is 
4  that  fmalleft  of  feeds  which  we  fear  mould  ftrike 

i  root 
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c  root  and  grow,  till  it  (hall  come  in  time  to  over- 
4  fhadow  us  all. 

'  If  minifters  would  attend  with  more  docility 
'  to  the  general  voice  of  their  country,  they  would 
e  not  call  it  Faction.  The  whole  kingdom  has 
c  adopted  the  diftindtion  between  a  limited,  and  a 

*  general  excife,  though  Minifters  have  flopped 
c  their  ears,  and  hardened  their  hearts.  We  will 
c  refer  our  caule  to  the  verdict  of  the  firft  twelve 
c  men  that  you  meet,  Whether  they  will  encou- 
c  rage  frauds  to  the  public  detriment,  as  long  as 

*  you  confine  the  excife  to  the  trader.  But  when 
c  you  extend  the  vexatious  power  of  your  officers, 
6  to  invade  every  private  houfe,  and  the  liberty  of 
4  every  individual,  upon  what  grounds  can  you 
4  expect  a  Jury  of  twelve  Freeholders  to  aid  and 
c  abett  ?  The  unexplained,  but  irrefiftible  law  of 
c  felf-defence,  operates  againil  you  •,  and  the  fun- 
6  damental  principles  of  the  conftitntion  make 
6  under  your  hands. 

6  The  example  before  our  eyes,  of  a  new  and 
c  frightful  plan  of  taxation,  may  well  give  a  gene- 

*  ral  alarm  ;  for  if  the  Minifter  will  be  firm  in  his 
c  purpofes,  quocunque  mcda9  he  may  levy  any  fumof 
c  money  that  he  pleafes,  by  raifing  the  compofition 
c  in  proportion  to  the  feverky  of  penalties  de- 
c  nounced.     Projectors  have  a  long  while  wifhed 

*  to  abolifh  all  duties,  and  to  lay  one  general  and 
c  comprehenfive  tax.  Here  then  is  that  univerfal 
c  tax,  which  will  extend  to  every  article  of  private 
c  concern !   The  compafs  for  a  Cait-away  Minifter ; 

*  who  henceforth  will  not  require  of  every  man 

*  that  he  meets,  to  tell  him  where,  or  what,  or 
c  how  he  fhall  tax  ! 

6  You  may  vifit  a  man  with  this  new-fangled 

*  plague  throughout  each  topic  of  Ernulphus's 
4  curfe;    eating,   drinking,  fleeping,    (lumbering, 

*  (landing,  walking,  fitting,  lying.  In  fhort,  if 
«  you  won't  (tick  at  the  mode,   you  may  excife  a 

8  man 
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*  man  from  the  crown  of  his  head  to  the  foal  of  his 

*  foot :    Then  comes  your  much-boafted  alterna- 

*  tive,  a  free  option,   an  unconftrained  compoft- 

*  tion  :   Permit  him  to  lay  at  your  feet  the  half  of 

*  what  he  is  worth  ;    if  he  hefitate,  let  the  officer 

*  of  inquifnion  feize :  /,  li^for^  deliga  ad  palum. 

*  Let  minifters  invent  fome  yet  unheard-of  tax; 
c  let  them  arm  their  officers  with  general  warrants 

*  to  fearch,  feize,  and  excife  the  private  papers  irt 

*  each  man's  cabinet,  and  all  we  have  muft  be 
c  theirs !     Yet,  when  they  have  arretted  the  facred 

*  depofit  of  fome  wretched  man's  fecret  thoughts, 

*  beyond  his   means  of  redemption,  what  fhall 

*  they  find  ?    A  figh  for  the  fate  of  his  country  J 

*  a  longing  of  the  heart  to  look  on  better  days  ! 
4  or  fome  fervent  prayer,  at  which  even  minifters 

*  might  relent! 

'  But  why  are  minifters  to  be  charged  with  fuch 

*  extravagant  plans  of  tyranny  and  oppreflion  ? 

*  For  this  plain   reaibn,    Becaufe  they  are  upon 

*  the  high  road.  If  they  are  determined  to  look 
c  neither  to  the  right  hand,  nor  to  the  left,  but 
«  hood-winked  to  go  ftrait  on,  they  will  infallibly 
«  come  to  that  in  the  end/    There  are  but  two 

*  ways  of  fixing  the  badge  of  flavery  upon  a  free 
'  people  t  By  military  force,  or  by  gradual  en- 
c  croachments  upon  their  liberty.    Now  as  I  do 

*  not  impute  to  them  any  appearance  of  the  for- 

*  mer,  it  fhall  not  be  my  tafk  to  exculpate  them 

*  from  the  latter*  Judge  of  the  tree  by  its  fruits, 
4  At  firft  they  begin  with  a  few  friends,  a  few  dif- 

*  tant  counties ;  not  to  make  the  tax  pinch  too 

*  feelingly,  the  revenue  is  facrificed.     The  conri- 

*  dence  in  parliamentary  funds  is  refted  upon  fal- 

*  lacious  or  unintelligible  eftimates,   which  even 

*  by  the  moft  vifionary  calculations,  were  never 

*  computed  to  produce   the  half  of  what  they 

*  were  mortgaged  for.  Well;  the  next  year 
4  comes ;  the  duty  is  found  to  produce  fcarcely 

Vol.  VI.  X  !  tht 
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*  the  third  part ;  but  as  clamour,  and  an  alarm, 

*  particularly  at  this  mode  of  collecting,  has  been 

*  very  general,  they  diminifh  even  this  remainder, 
'*  and   think   they   fhall  fucceed  by  foothing   the 

f  pain  of  thole  who  feel  the  prefent  fmart,  to  lull 
c  the  apprehenfions  of  millions  more,  who  think 

*  they  are  not  aimed  at,  becaufe  they  are  not  hit 

*  now*.     The  gentlemen  of  the  cyder  counties  will 

*  boaft  of  great  matters  to  their  condiments, 
6  We  have  taken  off  half  the  duty  ;  what  coiHd  you 

*  expett  more  ?■  3Tis  true  •,  the  Bugbear  is  gone 
6  from  the  door  for  the  prefent,  but  he  has  taken 

*  the  key  with  him. 

4  Minifters  !    what   are   you   fo  pertinacioufly 

*  attached    to  throughout  this  conteft  ?     Not  to 

*  the  revenue — not  to  the  pittance  collected^— but 

*  to  the  mode  of  collecting.     If  you  think  your- 

*  felves  hardly  treated  by  an  imputation  of  tyran- 
6  ny,  and  that  you  mean  not  to  opprefs  yourcoun- 
8  try,  why  are  you  fo  obftinate  to  keep  the  door 

*  a-jar  that  opens  to  opprefiion  ? — Why  have  you 
;f  denied  us  an  appeal  to  juries  ?  f 

f  We  may  conceive  how  formidable  a  thing  a 

*  general  excife  would  be,  by  the  hiftory  and  ex- 
J  perience  of  what  is  paft.     The  very  able  and 

c  judicious 

*  The  operations  of  Iaft  year  were  calculated  to  intimidate,  of 
this  year  to  intice,  and  both  with  a  view  to  the  fame  point,  f«&. 
To  eftablilh  a  general  plan  of  compounding  ;  therefore  it  muft  be 
©bferved,  that  it  is  only  the  rate  of  the  compofition  that  is  lower'd 
byway  of  palliating  the  mifchief,  whilft  the  original  feverity  of 
the  excife  is  continued  over  the  refractory  non-compounders. 
Nay,  more  than  this,  there  is  a  new  expedient/or  the  better  accom- 
modation of  the  obedient  compounder,  which  is,  that  no  com- 
pounder fhall  be  harraffed  with  an  excifeman  for  what  he  fells, 
b.ut  that  he  mall  have  blank  permits  in  his  own  keeping,  upon, 
which  he  fhall  enter,  from  time  to  time,  the  quantity  fold  at  his 
own  difcretion  upon  oath,  and  pay  the  duty  accordingly.  A  mu- 
nificent policy !  for  the  effectual  encouragement  of  perjury  and 
compounding. 

f  March  j,  1764.  The  queftion  being  put  for  regulating  the 
mode  of  collection  by  excife,  fo  as  to  fecure  to  the  fubjects  thei>r 
"undoubted  right  of  trial  by  juriesViand  to  reftrain  by  penalties  any 
abufes  of  the  officers  ©f  excife  ccatrary  to  law  :  It  palled  m  the 
^negative,  \ 
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judicious  author  of  a  late  Addrefs  to  fuch  of  the 
Eleclors  of  Great  Britain  as  are  not  Makers   of 
Cyder  and  Perry,  &c.  will,    I  hope,   excufe  my 
borrowing  his  words  :     "  In  1643  was  eftabli fil- 
ed the  firfr.  Excife.     It  was  general  in  a  very  ex- 
tenfive  fenfe  of  the  word  -,  it  lay  on  many  arti- 
cles of  home-confumption  :  ampng  other  things, 
victuals  were  excifed,  and  a  duty  of  excife  was 
laid  on  beer,  ale,  cyder  and  perry,  to  be  paid, 
not  only  by  the  flrft  buyer,  but  by  the  houfe- 
keeper  for  what  he  brewed,  or  made  in    his 
own    houfe,    and   fpent  in   his  family.      This 
excife   produced    the  confufion  which    might 
well  have  been  expected.     A  committee  was 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  obfiruElions  which 
the  commiiTioners   met.  with  :    but,  it   feems, 
thefe  obftru&ions   continued,    and   in  the  year 
1646  another  committee   was   appointed  to  re- 
move them,  and  to  prepare  inftructions.     The 
parliament   was  very    gracious,    for  the  fame 
committee  was  ordered  to  prepare  the  reafdns 
for  the  firft  laying  of  the  excife,   and  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  continuing  it,  and  to  reftrain  the  ar- 
bitrary pov/er  of  the  fub-commiffioners.    But  all 
this  was  not  fufrlcient  :    it  might  foften,  but  did 
not  remove  the  evil.     At  laft  the  public  uneafi- 
nefs  role  fo  high,  that  there  was  a  tumult  in. 
London,  and  the  excife-office,  which  then  flood 
in  Smithfield,  was  I  burnt  down  in  a  riot.     The 
parliament  however-  perfifled,  and  the  people 
■  'ftruggled.     In 'Augyfi  1649  another  method  was 
propofed  for  charging  private    families  \    they 
were  to  be  rated,  in  proportion  to  their  fuppof- 
ed  ■cohfumption,   by  .  affeffbrs  who  were  to  be 
appointed  by  the  juflices  of  the  peace.     This 
method,   it   was    thought,    would  do   mighty 
well:  but  a  few  months  experience  fhewed  that  - 
this  method  alfo  was  faulty  *    it  was  changed  and 
another  fubftituted.  Stillexcifeon  home-confufcnp- 
X  2  "  tiers 
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**-  tion  was  intolerable  \  and  at  laft,  the  Parliament 
"  gave  up  the  pointy  and  12  December  1651,  refolv- 
u  ed,  That  no  beer  or  ale  be  excifeable  but  fuch 
"  as  is  brewed  by  common  brewer s,  or  elfe  brewed  to 
"  be  fold  by  vintners  and  others  brewing  in  their 
"  own  houfes,  and  felling  again  by  retail  or  other- 
"  wife.  On  the  17th  this  vote  was  ordered  to  be 
"  printed  and  publifhed.  I  don't  fee  that  any 
*c  alteration  was  at  that  time  made  in  the  excife  on 
u  cyder  and  perry-,  the  excife  on  victuals  was, 
**  I  think,  taken  offfome  time  before.  Someob* 
ec  noxious  articles  were  certainly  remaining  ;  for 
"  j th  of  September,  1660,  while  the  remnants  of 
*'  this  excife  ftill  exifted,  Col.  Birch  reports  the 
*c  obftruclions,  and  a  refolution  was  taken  in  parlia- 
*'  ment  for  inforcing  the  colleclion.  But  in  Novem- 
"  ber  following,  the  legislature,  after  feventeen 
*6  years  experience,  pafled  that  which  is  the  firft  law 
*6  of  excife  now  Handing  in  our  ftatute-book,  be- 
"  ing  the  firft  that  was  eftablifhed  by  due  autho- 
*'  rity,  by  which  the  excife  was  made  no  longer  to 
*c  lie  on  private  confumptiony  but  was  confined  to  the 
"  trader.  ,  ' 

"  Thus  the  excife  was  at  length  reduced  within 
"  fucli  bounds  as  were,  in  fome  degree,  confiftent 
*'  with  liberty  ;  ftill  refufing  to  fubmit  to  a  con- 
"  ftitutional  trial  by  juries.  But  obferve,  this 
"  reftlefs  fpirit,  which  never  being  clean  call  out, 
"  begins  to  work  again.  In  the  firft  malt  act, 
"  you  may  be  privately  excifed,  if  you  pleafe : 
■*?  Tr£ ;  perhaps  this  monfter  is  not  fo  frightful 
"  as  it  has  been  painted.— Then  comes  the  hop- 
M  duty*  Here  you  fhall  be  excifed,  but  for 

"  this  time  the  exciseman  fhall  be  reftrained  to  an 
"  out-hcufe,  the  hop-kiln.— — Methinks  this  is 
"  rather  an  encroachment,  but  there  is   no  help 

"  for  it;  we  muft  fubmit. Now  the  excife- 

"  man,  with  a  cyder  aft  in  his  hand,  thunders 
';"  lit  the  door—Don't  be  alarmed  j  pay  your 

i!  money 
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*'-  money  quietly,  and  he  won't  even  come  in.— — 
**  The  excifeman  is  a  very  inoffenfive  beaft,  if  not 
•'enraged;  and  nothing  enrages  him  but  oppo- 
u  fition. What  is  to  come  next  ? 

**  Parva  metu  primo,  moxfefe  attollit  in  auras, 
"  Ingrediturque  foloy  et  caput  inter  nubila  condit. 

u  It  is  very  alarming  to  be  invaded  with  new 
"  modes  of  taxation,  especially  where  the  produce 
"  of  the  fund  is  to  depend  upon  the  feverity  of  the 
"  mode.     We  are  told,  that  there  is  nothing  left 
"  untaxed,  nor  any  article  that  will  bear  an  addi- 
"  tional  duty  ;   therefore  the  public  creditor  muft 
"  be  amufed  with  nominal  fecurity,  and  the  fink* 
u  ing  fund  fupply  the  defect.     We  have  received 
**  a  very  lamentable  proof  of  this  doctrine,  from 
"  the  fupplies  of  the  laft  year.     The  money  bor*. 
"  rowed,    together  with  the  navy  bills  charged 
*f  upon  the  finking  fund,  amounted  to  feven  mil- 
4<  lions ;  the  intereft  of  which,  at  4  per  cent,  is 
cc  380,000/.     The  whole  provifion  that  has  been 
*+  made  for  this,  is  to  arife  from  the  wine  and  cy- 
"  der  duty.     As  to  the  wine  duty,  it  feems  to  be 
"  fele&ed  as  an  inftance  of  the  favourite  doctrine, 
iC  that  taxes  may  be  laid,  without  adding  to  the 
ft  revenue.     We  had  a  trial  of  this  identical  duty 
"  in  the  year  1745,  which  ha§  impaired  the  pre- 
44  ceding  wine  duties  more  than  to  the  amount  of 
"  its  own  produce.     Of  this,  without  doubt,  the 
**  mioiftry  cou'd  not  want  fufficient  information  j 
44  for  the  evidence  may  be  found  in  the  journals, 
44  and  other  public  papers.     Thus  far,  therefore, 
44  inftead  of  an  efficient  fund,  we  are  to  admire  a 
44  mafter-piece  of  minifterial  craft ;  but  we  are  not 
44  advanced  one  jot  towards  a  provifion  for  the  an* 
44  nuitants.     The  next  propoial  was  for  the  cyder 
44  duty  ;  and  this  opens  with  the  moft  fingular  in- 
?4  cjdent  tfyat  ever  attended  an  account?  prefrnted 

£  3  W 
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cc  to  the  houfe  by  a  board  of  revenue.  A  falfe  ac- 
"  count  was  made  out  at  the  excife,  of  the  num- 
"  ber  of  hogfheads  of  cyder  and  perry  made  for 
"  fale.  This  account  was  double  to  the  true  one; 
<c  and  it  is  the  more  fingular,  that  it  mould  pafs 
"  undifcovered,  either  at  the  excife  or  treafury, 
"  becaufe  every  member  who  fits  at  either,  has,  or 
"  ought  to  have,  a  red  book,  in  which  the  annual 
"  accounts  of  the  excife  are  kept,  and  filled  up 
"  from  year  to  year.  There  is  one  column  in  this 
"  book  for  the  total  number  of  hogfheads  of  cyder 
44  charged  in  the  kingdom,  amounting  juft  to  the 
"  half  of  the  account  prefented*:  It  feems  afto- 
Ci  nifhing,  that  the  fallacy  of  this  account  mould 
"  pafs  unnoticed  through  two  public  boards,  tho' 
cc  it  did  not  lie  upon  the  table  half  an  hour,  be- 
"  fore  the  blot  was  hit  by  thofe  who  had  no  ac- 
"  cefs  to  any  office.— — Here  then  the  miniflry 
"  were  at  a  non-plus  %  for  the  fallacy  of  this  efti- 
*s  mate  being  detected,  they  could  not  hold  out 
tc  even  the  fhadow  of  a  fund.     Now  all  is  become 

"  defperate, We  mud  have  fome  fund,  or  at 

<s  leaft  appearance  of  one,  and  there  is  no  way  to 
"  fecure  it,  but  a  capitation  \  (by  indirect  means 
"  indeed,  but  not  for  that  reafon  thelefs  compul- 
4C  five)  and  after  all,  we  may  perchance  realize  a 
"  fund  of  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  a  year*  inftead 
51  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand. 

This 

•  To  fupport  this  affertion,  I  (hall  annex  the  vouchers. 

Fiom  the        The  Account; 
Excife  Book         prefented 
Hogfheads         Hog/heads    . 

")  1755 — -97^09 -196,169 

i756 68,522— i3S'3o3 

Year  ending  V  '757 5h'gZ '<",66» 

Midfummer  fx75* 69>6zo 130,785 

j  *759 83,785. 178,98-5 

,  i76o 73,649 142,851 

J  1761 76,009 171,684 


520,205     1066,4301 
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"  This  is  the  moft  diftrefsful  dilemma,  that 
"  any  country  can  be  reduced  to  ;  at  the  bed,  we 
"  are  but  permitted  to  choofe  between  bankruptcy 
"  and  oppreffion  ;  yet,  when  we  have  Submitted 
"  our  necks  to  the  yoke,  we  find  ourfelves  but 
"  little  better  than  bankrupts :  However,  as  to 
"  the  fcience  of  tax-gathering,  the  refource  is 
"  not  fo  very  far  off.  Could  the  miniftry  be  fup- 
"  pofed  not  to  have  it  in  contemplation,  it  mould 
*?  not  be  my  ambition  to  point  out  an  odious  fund ; 
*c  But  it  is  moft  apparent,  that  by  one  iingle 
u  claufe,, extending  the  plan  and  provifions  of  the 
"  cyder-ad,  to  the  private  brewery,  they  may 
"  levy  unlimited  contributions  upon  every  houfe 
"  throughout  the  kingdom,  under  the  infidious 
"  name  of  a  compofition. 

"  I  will  now  give  a  fummary  of  the  whole  argu- 
"  ment,  in  the  plaineft  words  that  I  can  :  There 
"  are  two  kinds  of  excife  ;  the  one  limited  to  the 
"  trader ;  the  other  extended  to  the  concerns  of 
"  private  and  domeftic  life.  The  appeal  to  juries 
"  in  the  one  is  expedient,  in  the  other  indifpen^ 
*c  fible  \  as  well  to  prevent  the  encroachment^  as  to 
"  defeat  the  tyranny  of  a  general  excife.  Out  fears 
u  are  at  this  time  excited,  by  the  unaccountable, 
"  but  qbftinate  attachment  of  minifters,  to  an  op- 
"  preflive  plan,  and  confirmed  by  that  explana- 
cc  tory  doclrine,  which  they  take  fo  much  pains 
"  to  inculcate,  that  every  other  fund  of  taxation 
".  is  exhaufted.  The  inference  is  obvious :  Tax- 
"  ation  muft  go  on  •,  let  liberty  fhift  for  itfelf. — ? 
"  Give  us  then  an  open  appeal  to  juries,  and  the** 
"  you  tax,  we  will  ftill  be  free. 

"  If  the  argument  of  popularity  might  have 
*c  any  weight  with  adminiftration,  an  appeal  to  ju- 
"  ries  in  caufes  of  excife,  wou'd  lay  fome  claim  to 
¥  their  attention  ;  for  with  whatever  cunning  or 
"  appearance  of  fuccefs  they  have  hitherto  pra&if- 
«'  ed  the  unjuft  and  unconstitutional  art  of  fhelter- 

i    X  4  "  "  ing 
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"  ing  themfelves  behind  the  firft  authority  to  a- 
"  void  the  odium  of  many  unpopular  proceedings ; 
"  fuch  falfc  and  dtteftable  fuggeftions  will  be  of 
**  no  avail  to  them  in  the  prefent  cafe.  If  we  arc 
*'*  to  be  denied  our  right  of  juries,  let  the  minifte- 
"  rial  veto  henceforth  iland  confeffed,  and  be  for 
*'  ever  branded  with  infamy,  while  memory  and 
**  gratitude  give  the  fulleft  affurance,  that,  that 
u  heart  which  could  anticipate  our  wifhes,  by  pro- 
<c  viding  for  the  independence  of  the  judges,  wou'd 
*c  not  have  denied  to  the  meaneft  of  his  fubje&s, 
*'  an  impartial  jury." 

March  16*.  A  refolution  of  the  committee,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the feveral  frauds  and  abufes 
in  relation  to  the  fending  or  receiving  of  letters 
and  parcels  free  from  the  duty  of  poftage,  was 
read,  being  as  followeth,   viz. 

That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  James 
Campinott  is  guilty  of  buying  and  felling  a  very 
great  number  of  franks,  on  which  the  names  of  fe- 
veral members  of  the  houfe  were  forged ;  and  that, 
at  the  time  of  his  buying  and  felling  the  fame,  he 
knew  the  names  of  fuch  members  were  forged. 

And,  the  faid  refolution  being  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  the  faid  James 
Campinott  was  ordered,  for  his  faid  offence,  to  be 
committed  prifoner  to  his  Majefty's  gaol  of  New^ 
gate,  on  Mr.  Speaker's  warrant. 

March  20.  The  houfe  was  moved,  that  the  re- 
solutions of  the  houfe,  of  the  fifth  day  of  March, 
1752,  might  be  read,  and  the  fame  were  read  ac- 
cordingly, and  are  as  follows,  viz. 

4  That  the  prefent  manner  of  performing  qua- 

*  rantine,  by  airing  goods  on  board  hoys  and  vef- 

*  fels,  is  not  well  calculated  to  prevent  the  infec- 

*  tion,  and  is  inconvenient  and  expeniive  to  the 

*  merchants  ;  that,  for  the  better  and  more  effeo 

*  tual  performance  of  quarantine,  a  lazaret  fhould 

be 
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*  be  erected  -,  and  that  Chidney-bill,  near  the  upper 

*  part  of  Standgate  Creek,  in  the  river  Medway,  is 

*  a  proper  place  for  a  lazaret.'      Whereupon  it 
was  refolved,  mm.  con. 

That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Ma« 
jefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give 
directions,  that  plans  of  a  lazaret,  with  eftimates 
of  the  charge  of  building  and  maintaining  the 
fame,  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

March  28.  Mr.  Townfhend  reported,  from  the 
Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of 
the  prefent  high  prices  of  provifions,  the  refoluti- 
on  of  the  faid  Committee  which  was  as  follow* 
eth,  viz. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that, 
upon  the  evidence  given  of  the  prefent  price  of 
wheat,  at  the  markets  in  London,  and  in  the  feve- 
ral  counties,  of  the  quantities  fuppofed  to  be  in  the 
kingdom,  and  of  the  further  expectation  of  de- 
mands from  abroad,  there  is  no  neceflity,  at  this 
juncture,  cither  to  leffen  the  bounty  on  exportati- 
on, or  to  prohibit  the  exportation  itfelf. — The  faid 
refolution,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was  agreed  to 
by  the  Houfe. 

Same  day,  Mr.  Dyfon  alfo  reported  the  follow- 
ing refolutions  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  feveral  frauds  and  abules,  in  relation 
to  the  fending  or  receiving  of  letters  and  parcels 
free  from  the  duty  of  poftage,  &c.  viz. 

That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  the 
practice  of  counterfeiting  the  hands  of  Members 
of  this  Houfe,  upon  letters,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  being  charged  with  the  duty  of  poftage,  is  be- 
come extremely  frequent  and  notorious. 

That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  the  buy- 
ing and  felling  of  covers  for  letters,  commonly  cal- 
led Pranks,  figned  with  the  names  of  Members  of 
this  Houfe,  is  alfo  become  frequent,  and  is  openly 
practifed,  ■    ' 

That 
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That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  the  prac- 
tice of  directing  letters,  to  Members  of  this  Houfe, 
at  other  places,  than  the  places  of  their  ufual  refi- 
dence,  or  where  they  actually  are  at  that  time,  in 
order  to  convey  letters  to  other  perfons,  free  from 
the  duty  of  poftage,  is  alfo  become  extremely  fre- 
quent. 

That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that,  under  co- 
lour of  the  fpecial  privilege  or  allowance,  belonging 
or  granted  to,  orexerciied  by,  certain  perfons,  not 
being  Members  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  offending  and  receiving  their  let- 
ters and  packets  free  from  the  duty  of  poftage, 
great  numbers  of  letters  and  packets,  which  ought 
to  be  charged,  do  efcape  being  charged  with  the 
duty  of  poftage. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that, 
by  the  continued  increafe  of  thefe  and  the  like 
frauds  and  abufes,  the  revenue  of  the  Poft-office 
hath  been  greatly  defrauded ;  and,  if  a  fpeedy  and 
effectual  flop  be  not  put  thereto,  is  likely  to  fuffer 
ftill  further  lofs. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
*the  mod  effectual  method  of  preventing  a  practice, 
Co  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  this  Houfe,  and  at 
the  fame  time  lb  injurious  to  the  public  revenue, 
as  the  counterfeiting  the  hands  of  the  Members  of 
this  Houfe,  in  Order  to  avoid  payment  of  the  duty 
of  poftage,  would  be,  that  no  Member  of  this 
Houfe  mould  frank  any  letter,  unlefs  the  whole  fu- 
perfcriptlon  be  of  his  own  hand-writing,  except 
fiich  printed  votes  and  proceedings  in  Parliament 
or  printed  news-papers,  as  fhall  be  fent  without  co- 
vers, or  in  covers  open  at  the  fides. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that, 
for  preventing  abufes  in  relation  to  the  directing 
of  letters  to  the  Members  of  this  Houfe,  the  pri- 
vilege of  receiving  fuxh  letters,  free  of  the  duty 

of 
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of  poftage,  fhould  be  confined  to  letters  directed 
to  fuch  Members  at  one  of  the  ufual  places  of  their 
refidence,    or  where  they  actually  are  at  the  time. 

That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  the  al- 
lowance offending  and  receiving  letters  and  pack- 
ets, free  of  the  duty  of  poftage  heretofore  granted 
to,  or  cuftomarily  enjoyed  by,  certain  peribns  in 
refpect  of  their  offices,  has  not  been  fufficiently 
confined  to  fuch  letters  and  packets  only,  as  mould 
relate  to  the  bufinefs  of  their  refpective  offices. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
fuch  allowance,  in  refpect  of  offices,  ought  not  to 
be  continued,  without  fame  further  restrictions  and 
limitations. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  counterfeiting  of  the  hand-writing  of  any  per- 
fon,  in  the  iuperfcription  of  any  letter  or  packet, 
in  order  thereby  to  defraud  the  revenue  of  the  Port- 
office,  be  made  more  penal. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that, 
for  a  further  difcouragement  to  the  practice  of 
counterfeiting  the  hands  of  Members  of  this  Houfe, 
the  buying  or  felling  of  franks,  figned  with  the 
names  of  Members  of  this  Houfe,  fhould  be  de- 
clared a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  Houfe. 

A  motion  being  made,  and  the  queftion  being 
put,  that  the  faid  report  be  printed,  it  pafTed  in 
the  negative -,  then  the  fix  firft  refolutions  of  the 
Committee,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe.  The  feventh  refolution  of  the 
Committee,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  was,  with 
feveral  amendments  thereunto  agreed  to  by  the  • 
Houfe,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz. 

That,  for  preventing  abufes,  in  relation  to  the 
directing  of  letters  to  Members  of  this  Houfe,  the 
privilege  of  receiving  fuch  letters,  free  of  the  duty 
of  poftage,  fhould  be  confined  to  letters  directed 
to  fuch  Members  at  any  of  the  ufual  places  of  their 
refidence,  or  where  they  actually  are  at  the  time* 

except 
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except  fuch  printed  votes  and  proceedings  in  Par- 
liament, or  printed  news-papers,  as  mall  be  fent 
without  covers,  or  in  covers  open  at  the  fides. 

The  fubfequent  refolutions  of  the  Committee, 
being  read  a  fecond  time,  were  pofiponed  ;  and  it 
was  ordered,  that,  from  and  after  the  end  of  this 
prefent  feffion  of  Parliament,  no  Member  of  this 
Houfe  do  frank  any  letter  or  packet,  except  fuch 
printed  votes  and  proceedings  in  Parliament,  or 
printed  news-papers,  as  fhall  be  fent  without  co- 
vers, or  in  covers  open  at  the  fides,  unlefs  the 
whole  fuperfcription  be  of  his  own  hand-writing  : 
JLikewife,  that,  from  and  after  the  end  of  this  pre- 
fent  feffion  of  parliament,  no  Member  of  this 
Houfe  do  authorise  or  permit  any  letters  or  packets, 
other  than  fuch  printed  votes  and  proceedings  in 
Parliament,  or  printed  news-papers,  as  mail  be  fent 
without  covers,  or  in  covers  open  at  the  fides,  to 
be  directed  to  him  at  any  places  befides  thofe  of 
his  ufuai  refidence,  or  where  he  fhall  actually  re<- 
fide  at  the  time,  or  at  the  lobby  of  this  Houfe. 
It  was  befides  ordered,  that  a  mefTage  be  fent  to 
the  Lords  to  acquaint  them,  that  the  Commons, 
having  taken  into  consideration  the  great  fcandal 
and  mifchief  arifing  from  the  exceflive  increafe  of 
the  practice  of  counterfeiting  the  hand,  and  fraudu- 
lently making  life  of  the  names  of  Members  of 
Parliament,  in  the  fuperfcription  of  letters  and 
packets,  have  come  to  the  refolutions  fpecified  in 
their  orders  juft  mentioned. — Then  the  refolutions 
which  had  been  poftponed,  being  read  again,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

March  29.  Sir  John  Pbilipps  reported  alfo  from 
the  Committee,  who  were  appointed  to  inquire  in- 
to the  management  and  application  of  all  fuch 
fums  of  money,  as  have  been  collected  within  1% 
years  latt  paft,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Parliament, 
for  repairing  any  particular  highway  •,  and  to  re- 
port the  matters  as  they  fbould  appear  to  them,  to- 
gether 
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gether  with  their  obfcrvations  and  opinions  there- 
upon, from  time  to  time,  to  the  Houfe  5  that  the 
Committee  had  inquired  accordingly,  and  had 
come  to  the  feverai  following  refolutions,  viz. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that, 
in  molt  of  the  turnpikes  they  had  inquired  into, 
there  has  been  great  mifmanagement  of  the  pu- 
blic money. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
faid  mifmanagement  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  acting 
truftees  having  been  employed  or  interefted  ia 
the  works  carried  on  under  the  truft.     And 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
no  perfons  for  the  future  lhall  ad  as  truftees  in 
any  turnpike  road,  who  are  employed  or  interefted 
in  the  works  carried  on  by  the  faid  truft. — Thefe 
refolutions,  being  read  a  fecond  time,  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe. 

Then  a  meflage  came  from  tjie  Lords,  that  they 
had  taken  the  fubject-mauer  of  the  meifage  from 
this  Houfe  into  confideration,  and  had  come  to  the 
following  refolutions : 

Refolved,  nemine  contradkente^  by  the  Lords  Spi^ 
ritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  aflembled,  that 
it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  the  practice  of  coua- 
terfeiting  the  hands  of  Members  of  this  Houfe,  up- 
on letters,  in  order  tp  prevent  their  being  charged 
with  the  duty  of  poftage,  ^s  become  extremely  fre- 
quent and  notorious. 

Refolved,  nemine  tontraiictnte,  by  the  Lords  Spi- 
ritual and  Temporal  in  Parliament  aflembled,  thai; 
from  and  after  the  end  of  this  prefent  feflton  of  Par- 
liament, no  Member  of  this  Houfe  do  frank  any 
ktter  or  pacquet,  except  fuch  printed  votes  and 
proceedings  in  Parliament,  or  printed  news-papers, 
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as  fhall  be  fent  without  covers,  or  in  covers :  open 
at  the  fides,  unlefs  the  whole  fuperfcription  be  of 
his  own  hand-writing. 

Reiblved,  nemine  contradicente,  by  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  aflembled, 
that,  from  and  after  the  end  of  this  prefent  feflion 
of  Parliament,  no  Member  of  this  Houfe  do  autho- 
rife  or  permit  any  letters  or  pacquets,  other  than 
fuch  printed  votes  and  proceedings  in  Parliament, 
or  printed  news-papers,  as  mail  be  fent  without 
covers,  or  in  covers  open  at  the  fides,  to  be  direc- 
ted to  him  at  any  places  befides  thofe  of  his  ufual 
refidence,  or  where  he  fhall  actually  be  at  the  time 
of  delivering  fuch  letters  or  pacquets. — Hereupon 
a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  for  afcertain- 
ing  and  regulating  in  what  cafes,  and  under  what 
reSriclions,  letters  and  pacquets  fhall  be  fent  and 
received  free  from  the  duty  of  poflage. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
caufes  of  the  high  price  of  provifions,  finifhed  their 
enquiry  by  a  refolution,  which  they  reported  to  the 
Houfe  on  the  1 1  th  of  Aprils  viz. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  high  price  of  provifions  of  late  has  been  occa- 
fioned  partly  by  circumftances  peculiar  to  the  fea- 
fon  and  year,  and  partly  by  the  defect  of  the  laws 
in  force  for  convicting  and  pumfhing  all  perfons 
concerned  in  foreftalling  cattle,  in  their  paffage  to 
market. — — This  refolution,  being  read  a  fecond 
time,  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

It  will  not  be  here  improper  to  infert  a  fhort  ac- 
count of  the  enquiry  made  by  the  Committee. 

Several  of  the  moft  confiderable  butchers,  and 
fome  victuallers  of  fhips  in  London*  being  called  up- 
on, agreedin  dating  the  prefent  price  of  the  bed  beef, 
to  be.  three-pence  per  pound  to  the  vender,  which 
is  about  one  half-penny  dearer  than  beef  of  the 
fame  goodnefs  has  ufually  been  in  the  month  of 
March  for  fome  years  pail,  to  which  point  all  the 

witnerTes 
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witnefles  were  brought  in  giving  their  evidence, 
imagining  it  to  be  necerTary,  in  determining  a  com- 
parative price,  to  adhere  to  the  fame  month,  and 
to  meat  of  the  fame  goodnefs. 

The  witnefTes  ftated  the  prefent  price  of  the 
choice  pieces  of  the  bed  beef  to  be,  to  the  confu  tri- 
er, four- pence  and  four-pence  farthing  per  pound; 
the  beft  pieces  of  inferior  beef  three-pence,  or  three- 
pence-farthing ;  and  the  coarfe  pieces  of  beef,  in 
general,  from  feven-farthings  to  two-pence  half- 
penny and  two-pence  three-farthings,  which  is  one 
half-penny  dearer  than  the  fame  have  ufually  been- 
in  the  month  of  March. 

An  eminent  victualler  of  the  Eaft-lndia  Com- 
pany's (hips  agreed,  with  the  butchers,  in  their 
reprefentation  of  the  prefent  price  of  provifions, 
and  added,  that  he  did  not  recollect  that  the  fame 
forts  had  ever  been  fold  for  a  higher  price  during 
the  laft  war  :  and  a  Virginia  merchant  confirmed 
this  evidence  by  the  comparative  prices  of  his  own 
charge,  in  victualling  his  mips  for  Virginia,  which, 
he  faid  he  victualled  in  March,  laft  year,  at  the 
rate  of  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  millings  per 
hundred  weight,  beef:  whereas  he^  this  year,  gave 
twenty-feven  millings  for  the  fame  weight  and 
fort.  The  butchers  alfo  admitted  the  prefent 
price  of  mutton  to  be  higher  than  it  ufed  to 
be  in  March,  but  they  ftated  the  increafe  dif- 
ferently from  a  farthing  to  a  half-penny  per 
pound. 

To  difcover  the  caufes  of  this  increafe  of  price, 
fome  falefmen  were  examined,  who  alledged,  flrft, 
the  greater  demand  from  an  increafe  in  the  prefent 
confumption  of  London  ;  but,  upon  ftricter  exami- 
nation, they  produced  no  conclufive,  or  indeed, 
probable  evidence,  to  prove  any  fuch  increafe  of 
habitation,  or  of  confumption,  as  they  fuppqfed. 
They  then  accounted  for  this  increafe  of  the  price 
^  of 
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of  meat  by  the  want  of  pork  at  markets  proceeding 
from  the  great  plenty  of  acorns  in  1762,  which  in- 
duced all  the  feeders  to  fatten  their  whole  flock  of 
hogs  in  that  year  \  and  this  extraordinary  (laughter 
they  faid  is  not  yet  replaced  5  and  that  the  want 
of  one  article,  in  the  general  provifions  of  fo  popu- 
lous a  city  as  London^  has  neceffarily  advanced  the 
price  of  other  fpecies  :  The  whole  demand  acting 
upon  the  whole  quantity  of  the  different  forts  of 
provifion  as  upon  one  and  the  fame  fubjedl.  They 
added  alfo,  that  the  wet  feafon  had  much  lefTened 
the  weight  of  even  fat  cattle ;  that  the  great  fear- 
city  of  fodder,  in  1762,  had  reduced  the  breed  and 
flock  •,  and  that  the  failure  in  the  crop  of  turnips 
in  feveral  counties,  this  year,  had  prevented  thofe 
counties  fattening  the  ufual  quantities  of  beafts. 
They  afligned  alfo  the  low  price  of  hides  and  tal- 
low, as  an  additional  reafon.  But,  upon  further 
examination,  all  the  falefmen  and  butchers  admit- 
ted that  the  prefent  high  price  is  not  intirely  or  ex- 
clufively  the  er7ec"l  of  natural  caufes,  but  an  artifi- 
cial price,  refulting  from  combinations,  and  the, 
want  of  better  regulations  for  the  fale  of  cattle  in 
open  markets. 

In  fupport  of  this  opinion,  they  informed  the  Par- 
liament of  a  method  now  pra&ifed  of  buying  large 
quantities  of  fheep  -and  oxen  upon  the  road  to 
market,  in  order  to  foreftal  the  market  of  that  day, 
and  fix  the  price  by  the  will  of  a  few  engrof- 
fers;  of  another  fpecies  of  foreftallers,  who  buy 
great  numbers  of  fteep  and  oxen,  and,  af- 
ter (laughter,  fell  the  carcafes  whole  to  the  leffer 
butchers,  and  thereby  fet  the  market  price  to  therri, 
and  advance  the  retail  price ;  and  all  the  witneiTes 
concurred,  in  declaring,  that,  if  thefe  combina- 
tions and  arts  for  gaining  and  keeping  the  com- 
mand of  the  markets  in  a  few  hands  could  be  ob- 
viated and  prevented,  the  fummer  and  winter  price 
*>f  meat,  of  all  forts,  would  be  more  reafonable. 

4  Tliey 
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They  were  clearly  of  opinion,  that,  at  this  very 
time,  there  is  no  want  of  fat  cattle;  and  they 
urged  with  great  force,  in  fupport  of  that  judg- 
ment, that  through  the  whole  month  of  March , 
when  provifions  have  been  fo  very  dear  at  London^ 
beef,  mutton,  and  veal,  have  been  at  a  moderate 
and  ufual  price  in  the  markets  of  the  feveral  coun- 
ties within  thirty  miles  around  the  metropolis. 

Same  day,  (April  11 J  two  other  resolutions 
were  likewile  reported  to  the  Houfe  from  the  Com- 
mittee, appointed  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the 
prefent  high  price  of  hay,  draw,  oats,  coals,  and 
candles,  viz. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  late  high  price  of  coals  was  occafioned  by  fe- 
veral natural  Caufes,  arifmg  from  the  late  tempef- 
tuous  and  rainy  feafons ;  whereby  a  quantity  of 
coals,  fufTicient  to  keep  down  an  extraordinary 
price,  have  not  come  to  the  port  of  London ;  and 
that  it  did  not  appear  to  this  Committee,  that  there 
were  any  illegal  or  unwarrantable  practices,  to  raiie 
the  price  of  coals. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  growers  of  hay,  employing  falefrnen  to  fell  the 
fame  in  the  London  markets,  give  an  opportunity 
for  combinations  amongit  fuch  falefrnen  ;  and,  by 
their  management  hay  and  flraw  are  now,  at  an 
unreafonable  price,  and  that  fuch  practices  ought 
to  be  prevented.— The  ficfi,  being  read  a  fecond 
time,  was  ordered  to  be  re- committed. 

April  18.  the  Houfe  was  moved,  that  fo  much 
of  his  MajeftyY  mod  gracious  fpeech  to  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  upon  the  15th  day  of  No- 
vernber  la(t, .  as  relates  to  the  produce  arifirig  by 
the  fale  of  fuch  prizes  as  are  veiled  in  the  Crbwn  ; 
and  alfo  fo  much  of  the  addrefs  of  this  Houfe  to 
his  Majefty  as  relates  thereunto,  might  be  read  •, 
and,  the  fame  being  read  accordingly,  it  was 
refoived, 

Vol.  VI.  Y  That 
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That  an  humble  addreis  be  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty, to  return  his  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this 
Houfe,  for  the  great  mark  of  his  affection  to  his 
people,  in  being  grscioufly  pleafed  to  direct 
the  money  arifing  from  the  fale  of  the 
prizes  veiled  in  the  Crown  to  be  applied  to 
the  public  fervice,  which,  by  the  account  laid  be- 
fore this  Houfe,  amounts  to  the  fum  of  723,758/. 
and  by  which  means  his  Commons  have  been  en- 
abled to  raife  the  fupplies  for  the  prefent  year, 
without  laying  any  additional  burthen  upon  his 
people :  And  to  affure  his  Majefty,  that  this  Houfe 
will  ever  retain  the  mod  grateful  remembrance  of 
this  and  every  other  inftance  of  his  Majefty 's  ten- 
der regard  and  afTiftance  to  promote  the  profperity 
and  happinefs  of  his  people. 

Supplies  granted  this  Seffion  for  the  fervice  of  the 
year  1764. 

December  5. 

1.  That  there  be  granted 
to  his  Majefty,  for  the  mar- 
riage portion  of  herRoyal  High- 
nefs  the  Princefs  Augufta^  his  /. 
Majefty's  filter,  80000 

2.  That  16000  men  be  em- 
ployed for  the  fea  fervice,  for 
1764,  including  4287  marines. 

3.  That  a  fum  not  exceed- 
ing 4/.  per  man  per  month  be 
allowed  for  maintaining  them 
for  thirteen  months,  including 
ordnance  for  fea  fervice 


s. 

o 


o 


December  6, 
1.  That  a  number  of  land 
forces,  including  2739   inva- 
lids* 


832000     o     o 
912000    o    o 
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lids,  amounting  to   17532  ef-        ./.        s.      d. 
Fecrive  men,    commiffion  and 
non*  commiffion  officers  includ- 
ed, be  employed  for  1764. 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  faid  number  of  men, 
for  guards,  garrilbns,  and  o- 
ther  his  Majefty's  land  forces 
in  Great-Britain,  Guernfey,  and 
Jerfey,  for  1 7  64,  That  there  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty  a  fum  not 
exceeding*  617704     17   10  | 

3.  For  maintaining  his 
Majefty's  forces  and  garri- 
lbns in  the  plantations,  in- 
cluding thole  in  garrifon  at 
Minorca  and  Gibraltar,  and  for 
provifions  for  the  garrifons  of 
Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland, 
Gibraltar,  and  Quebec,  for  1 7  64.     372774     6     44 

4.  For  the  pay  of  the  gene- 
ral, and  general  ftaff-ofHcers,  in 
Great-Britain,  for  1 7 64  11 322     7     3 

5.  Upon  account,  for  the 
reduced  officers  of  his  Majef- 
ty's land,   forces   and  marines 

for  1764  30188   18     e» 

6.  Upon  account,  for  the 
reduced  officers  of  his  Majefty's 
land  forces,  reduced  and  dif- 
banded  in  the  year  1763,  and 
fuch  as  are  to  be  reduced  and 

diffianded  in  the  year  1764  125455   13     o 

7.  For  defraying  the  charge 
for  allowances  to  the  feveral  of* 
ficers  and  private  gentlemen  of 
the  two  troops  of  horie  guards, 

Y  2  and 

The  words  in  Italics  are  to  be  repeated  at  the  end  of  every  resolution,  **- 
cept  the  firft  of  January  27th,  and  the  fecottd.of  April  7th, 
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and  regiment  of  horfe,  reduced,  /.       s.      d. 

and  to  thefupler-annuated  gen- 
tlemen of  the  four  troops  of 
hcrfe-guards  for  1764  2605     15     o 

8.  To  enable  his  Majeftyto 
defray  the  charge  of  the  fubii- 
dies  due  to  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
nvick,  purfuant  to  treaties,  for 

the  year  1764       ^  43901      3     >f\% 

9.  For  the  ordinary  of  the 
navy,  including  half  pay  to 
fea    and    marine  officers,   for 

1764  39*568    JI     9 

10.  For  carrying  on  the 
building  of  four  ho  dies  for  the 
officers  of  the  hofpital  lately 

creeled  at  Plymouth.  3000     o     o 

11.  Upon  account,   to   be 
applied  by   the  commiffioners 
or  governors  of  Greenwich  hof- 
pital, for  the  fupport  and   re-  • 
lief  of  Teamen  worn  out  and 

become  decrepit  in  the  fervice 
of  their  country,  who  (hall  not 
be  provided  for  within  the 
hofpital.  iooog     o     o 

12.  For  the  charge  of  the 
office  of  ordnance,   for  land 

ferviceof  1764  1730^0    8     6 

13.  For  defraying  the  ex- 
pence  of  fervices  performed  by 
the  faid  office,  and  not  provid- 
ed for  by  parliament,  in  1763 


January  19. 
Towards' the  buildings,  re- 
buildings,  and   repairs    of  his 
Majefty's  mips  for  17  04 

Jan. 


52359 

8     1 

1840961 

9    *t7* 

200,000 

0     0 

A.  1764.         D  E  B  A  T 
January  27. 
1.  That  provifion  be  made 
for  enabling  his  Majcfty  to  fa- 
tisfy  ail  fuch  bills,   payable  in 
courfe  of  the  navy  and  victual- 
ling offices,  and  tor  tranfports, 
made  out  on  or  before  the  31ft 
of  December  1762,  as  were  not 
.converted  into  annuities,  after 
the  rate  of  4I.  per  cent,  per  ann. 
m  purfuance  of  an  acl:  made  in 
the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament, 


amounting  to 


2.  Towards  enabling  the 
truftees  of  the  Britijh  Mufaum, 
to  carry  on  the  execution  of  the 
truft  repofed  in  them  by  Par- 
liament 


February  2. 
Towards  enabling  the  com- 
miflioners  for  putting  in  exe- 
cution an  acl:  made  in  the  fe- 
cond  year  of  his  Majefiy's 
reign,  injtitled,  An  aft  for  pav- 
ings &c.  the  ftreets  of  V/eftmin- 
fter,  ~&c.  more  effectually  to 
perform  the  truTts  repoled  in 
them,  one  fum,  part  thereof, 
not  exceeding  5000/.  to  be 
paid  to  the  faid  commiftioners, 
on  or  before  the  5th  of  April, 
1764,  and  another  fum  not 
exceeding  5000/.  the  other 
part  thereof,  to  be  paid  to 
them,  on  or  before  the  5th  of 
April,  1765. 

Y  3  February 


E  S. 

L 


3*5 


179229     6     6 


2000     o 


181-29     6     6 


10000     o    o 
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February  6.  I.        s.      d. 

For  paying  off,  and  discharg- 
ing the  exchequer  bills  made 
our,  by  virtue  of  an  act  palled 
laft  feffion,  in  titled,  Jn  aft  for 
raifing  a  certain  fum  of  money  by 
loans  or  exchequer  bills,  for  1 763, 
and  for  further  appropriating^ 
&c«  and  charged  upon  the  firft 
aids  or  fupplies  to  be  granted 
in  this  feffion.  1800000     o     b 

March  1.  ■— —— 

1.  To  replace  to  the  finking 
fund  the  like  fum  iffued  there- 
out, for  the  half  year's  pay- 
ment due  the  29th  of  Septem- 
ber 1763,  on  the  annuities  af- 
ter the  rate  of  4/.  per  cent,  per 
ann.  granted  in  reipect  of  cer- 
tain navy,  victualling,  and  tran- 
fport  bills,  and  ordnance  de- 
bentures, delivered  in  and  can- 
celled, purfuant  to  an  act  made 

in  the  laft  feffion  69671      I     i 

2,  To  replace  to  the  fink- 
ing fund  the  like  fum  paid  out 
of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the 
deficiency  on  the  5th  of  July, 
1763,  of  the  feveral  rates  and 
duties  upon  offices  and  penfi- 
ons,  and  upon  houfes,  and  up- 
on windows  or  lights,  which 
were  made  a  fund  by  an  act  of 
the  3 1  ft  of  the  reign  of  his  late 
Majefty,  for  paying  annuities 
to  the  bank  of  England,  in  re- 
fpect  of  five  millions  borrowed 

towards  the  fupply  of  175 S  41223     1     6 

'3-  To 


A.  1764.  DEBATES.  327 

/.  s.      d. 

3.  To  replace  to  the  fink- 
ing fund  the  like  fum  paid  out 
of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the 
deficiency  on  the  ioch  of  Offo- 
her \   1763,  of  the  feveral  ad- 
ditional duties  upon  wines  im- 
ported into  this  kingdom,  and 
certain  duties   upon  all  cyder 
and  perry,  which  were  made 
a  fund,  by  an  act  of  the  lad 
feffion,    for   paying   annuities, 
in  refpecl  of  3500000/.    bor- 
rowed towards  the  fupply    of 

1763  36699      15     4; 

4.  To  make  good  to  his 
Majefty  the  like  fum,  which 
has  been  iffued,  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  orders,  in  purfuance  of 

the  addreifes  of  this  Houfe  735°     °     ° 

5.  For  defraying  the  extra- 
ordinary expences  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  land  forces,  and  o- 
ther  fervices,  incurred  be- 
tween the  2©th  of  February^ 
1763,  to  the  25th  of  Decem- 
ber following,  and  not  pro- 
vided for  by  Parliament  823876  12     2} 

6.  (Out  of  the  monies  or 
favings  remaining  of  the  grant 
in  laft  feffion,  for  pay  of  the 
troops  of  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
wick)  and  for  fubfidies,  and  of 
the  grants  in  feveral  former  {^{- 
fions,  for  defraying  the  charge. 
of  five  battalions,  ferving  in 
the  late  army  in  Germany ,  with 
a  corps  of  artillery)  towards 
defraying  the  extraordinary  ex- 

Y  4  pcnces 
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/.  s.    d. 

pences  of  his  'Majefly's  land 
forces,  and  other  fervices,  in- 
curred from  the  20th  of  Febru- 
ary^ 1763,  to  the  25th  of  De- 
cember following,  and  not  pro- 
vided for  by  Parliament  102460,    19      %!% 

7.  (Out     of     certain    fav- 
ings  of  public  monies,  and  out 
of  monies' arifen  by  the  fale  of    r 
his  Majefly's  flores  in  Germany 
and  Portugal,  which  have  been 
paid  to  the  paymailer   general 
of  his  Majefly's    land  forces) 
towards  defraying  the  extraor- 
dinary expences  of  his  Majefly's 
land  forces,  and  other  fervices, 
incurred  from  the  20th  of  Fe- 
bruary,  1763,   to  the   25th  of 
December    following,   and    not 
provided  for  by  Parliament  61088     4     0 

8.  Upon  account,  towards 
defraying  the  charge  of  out- 
pen  fioners  of  Chelfea  hofpital, 

for  1764  103794     2     o 

9.  To  make  good  a  deficien- 
cy in  the  fum  voted  lafl  fefFi- 
on,  upon  account,  towards  de- 
fraying the  charge  of  out-pen- 
fioners  of  Chelfea  hofpital,  for 

1763  18331      17     I* 

10.  For  the  paying  of  pen* 
fions  to  the  widows  of  fuch  re- 
duced officers  of  his  Majefly's 
land  forces  and  marines,  as  died 
upon  the  eflahlifhment  of  half- 
pay  in  Great -Britain,  and  who 
were  married  to  them    before 

the 
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/.      s.    a. 

the  25th  of  December i   1761, 

for  1764  i6u,6     o     o 

1 1 .  Upon  account,  for  main- 
taining and  fupporting  the  ci- 
vil eftablifhment  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia, for  1764  5703  14  11 

12.  Upon  account,  for  de- 
fraying the  charges  of  the  civil 
eftablifhment  of  Georgia,  and 
other  incidental  expences  at- 
tending  the   fame,   from  the 

24th  of  June,    1763,  to  the  * 

24th  of  June,    1764  4031     8     8 

13.  Upon  account,  for  de- 
fraying the  charges  of  the  ci-  * 
vil  eftablifhment  of  Eaft  Flo- 
rida,   and  other  incidental  ex- 
pences   attending    the    fame, 

from  the  24th  of  June,   1763, 

to  the  24th  of  June,  1-/64.  5700    o    o 

14.  Upon  account,  for  de- 
fraying the  charges  of  the  ci- 
vil eftablifhment  of  Weft  Flori- 
da, and  other  incidental  expen- 
ces, attending  the  fame,  from 
the  24th  of  June  1763,  to  the 

24th  of  June,  ijb4  5700    o    o 

15.  Upon  account,  for  de- 
fraying the  expence  attending 
general  furveys  of  hisMajefty's 
dominions  in  North  America, 

for  1764  18 18     9     o 

16.  To  be  applied  towards 
encouraging  and  enabling  John 
Blake,  Efq-,  further  to  carry  in- 
to execution  the  plan  concert- 
ed by  him,  for  the  better  flip- 
ping 


3  3U 
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/.        j.    d. 

plying  the  cities  of  London  and 
Weftminfter  with  filh  at  mode- 
rate rates                                             2500     0     0 

ISA  arch  t  o  . 

1 29 1 654    6     i-4%- 

1.  Towards  paying  T>fF  and 
difcharging  the   debt   of  the 

navy  65000Q     o     o 

2.  To  make  good  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  grants  for  the  fer- 

vice  0^763  129489     o     3 

March  19.  779489     o     3 

For  paying  a  bounty,  for  **»■  ,  .——,-—■ 
1764,  of  2j%  6i.  ^r  day  to  fif- 
teen chaplains,  and  of  2X  ^r 
day  to  fifteen  more  chaplains, 
who  have  ferved  longed  on 
board  his  Majefty's  fnips  of  wrar, 
provided  it  appears,  by  the 
books  of  the  faid  fhips,  that 
they  have  been  actually  borne 
and  muitered  thereon,  for  the 
fpace  of  four  years,  during  the 
late  war  with  France  and  Spaing 
and  provided  likewife,thatiuch 
chaplains  do  not  enjoy  the  be- 
nefit of  fome  ecclefiaftical  liv- 
ing, or  preferment,  from  the 
crown,  or  otherwife,  of  the  pre- 
lent  annual  value  of  50/.  1231    17     6 

March  22.  ■■  ■    ■■■ — - - 

1.  To  enable  the  commif- 
fioners  appointed  by  virtue  of 
an  act  made  in  the  fecond 
year  of  the  prefent  reign, 
intitled,     An    Aff  for  vefting 

3  **> 
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certain    lands,   &c.     to    make 

compensation    to    the   feveral 

owners  and  proprietors  of  fuch  * 

lands,  &c.  in  the  counties    of 

Kent  ^    Sujfex,    and    Southamp-  ■  \ 

ton,   as    have    been  purchafed 

for  the  purpofes  mentioned  in 

the  faid  act,  and  for  damages 

done  to  the  lands  adjacent  545  15     9 

2.  Upon  account  for  de- 
fraying the  charge  of  the  pay 
and  cloathing  of  the  militia,  for 
one  year,  and  beginning  the 
2-5 th  of  March,  1764  8cooo     o    o 

«.. .      •  <      -  *, 

80545   is     o 


April  2. 

To  make  good  the  intereft 
of  the  feveral  principal  funis  to 
be  paid  in  purfuance  of  the  faid 
all  for  vefting  certain  lands,  &c. 
to  the  24th  of  June  1764  103  13  9*- 
April  5. — ~— 

1.  Uponaccount,towards  en- 
abling the  governors  and  guar- 
dians of  the  Foundling  hofpi- 
tal, to  maintain  and  educate 
fuch  children,  as  were  received 
into  the  faid  hofpital,  on,  or  be- 
fore the  25th  of  March,  1760, 
from  the  31ft  of  December,  1763 
exclufive,  to  the  31ft  of  Decem- 
ber, 1764,  inclufive;  and  to 
be  iflued  and  paid,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  faid  hofpital,  with- 
out fee  or  reward,  or  any  de- 
duction whatfoever  38347    10     © 

2.  To  be  employed  in  main- 
taining   and    fupporting    the 

Britifh 
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Britijh  forts  and  fettlements  on  /.       s.     d. 

the  coaft  of  Africa,  20000     o     o 

3.  To  enable  his  Majefty  to 
make  good  to  Samuel  Toucbet  of 
London,  merchant,  all  the  ex- 
pence  he  has  incurred  in  fitting 
our  feveral  veffels  employed  in 
the  late  iucceisful  expedition 
for  the  redu&ion  of  the  French 
forts  and  fettlements  in  the  ri- 
ver Senegal,  and  to  fatisfy  to 
him  ail  claims  and  demands 
whatibever,  on  the  commif- 
fioners  of  his  Majefty 's  navy,  or 
on  any  officer,  or  officers,  em- 
ployed in  the  £aid  expedition, 
for  fuch  of  the  faid  veffels  as 
were  loft,  or  taken  into  his 
Majefty's  fervice3  7000     o     o 


65347   I0 


April  y. 

1.  Upon  account,  towards 
difcharg'rp  fuch  unfatisfieci 
claims  and  demands  for  ex- 
pences incurred  during  the  late 
war  in  Germany,  as  appear  to 
be  due  by  the  reports  of  the 
commifTioners  appointed  by  his 
Majefty,  for  examining  and 
Hating  fuch  claims  and  de- 
mands, 329093   17     4 

2.  That  the  fnm  of  170906/. 
2S.  8d.  arifing  from  certain 
favings  made  upon  the  non-ef- 
fective accounts  of  feveral  regi- 
ments, and  referved  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  paymafter  general, 


bet 
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be  granted  to  his  MajeOy,  up-  /.       J.     Q. 

on  account,  towards  diicharg- 
incr  fuch  unfatisfkd  ckims  and 
demands  for  expences,  incur- 
red during  the  late  war  in  Ger- 
many, as  appear  to  be  due  by 
the  reports  of  the  faid  com- 
mifiioners,  170906     2     S 

3.  On  account,  towards  af- 
fifting  his  Majefty  to  grant  a 
reafonable  fuccour  in  money  to 
the  Landgrave  of  HefTe  CafTel, 
puriuant  to  treaty,  5000Q    o     o 

550000     o     o 


Sum     total    of    the    fupplies 

granted  in  this  feflion,  7712562   18     y\ 

WAYS     and    MEANS. 
December  8. 

1.  That  the  duties  on  malt,  &c.  be  continued 
to  the  24th  of  June,  1765,  750,000/. 

2.  That  a  land  tax  of  4s.  in  the  pound  be 
raifed,  in  the  ufual  manner,  for  one  year,  from  the 
25th  of  March,  iy6$,  2037854/  19s*  \\d. 

Feb.  6. 
That  all  perfons  interefted  in,  or  intitlcd  unto, 
fuch  of  the  bills  payable  in  courfe  of  the  navy  or 
victualling  offices,  or  for  tranfports,  made  out  on 
or  before  the  31ft  day  of  December  1762,  as  have 
not  been  converted  into  annuities,  after  the  rate  of 
^Lper  centum  per  annum,  in,  purfuance  of  an  ac~t  of 
the  lad  feflion  of  parliament,  who  (hall,  on  or  before 
the  firft  day  of  March  next,  carry  the  fame  (after 
having  had  the  intereft,  due  thereupon  to  the  25th 
day  of  March  1763  incluiive,  computed  and  marked 
upon  the  faid  bills,  at  the  navy  or  victualling  of- 
fice refpe&ivdy)  to  the  ueafurer  of  his  Majefty's 

navy, 
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navy,  to  be  marked  and  certified,  by  him  or  his 
pay  mailer,  to  the  governor  and  company  of  the 
bank  of  England,  mail  be  intitied  unto,  and  have 
an  annuity,  transferable  at  the  bank  of  England, 
for  the  principal  and  intereft  due  on  the  faid  bills, 
after  the  rate  of  4/.  per  centum  per  annum ,  com- 
mencing from  the  faid  25th  day  of  March  1763, 
in  lieu  of  all  other  intereft,  until  redeemed  by  par- 
liament, the  faid  annuities  to  be  charged  upon  the 
linking  fund,  and  the  fums  which  (hall  be  ifllied 
out  of  the  finking  fund,  for  payment  of  the  faid  an- 
nuities, to  be,  from  time  to  time,  replaced  out  of 
the  next  aids  to  be  granted  in  parliament. 
Feb.  2  1 . 

1.  That  the  a6l  9  Geo.  II.  chap.  $y,  is  near  ex- 
piring, and  fit  to  be  continued.  2.  That  the  acY 
"of  4  Geo.  II.  chap.  29,  is  near  expiring,  and  fit  to 
be  continued.  3.  That  fo  much  of  an  act  of  8 
Geo.  I.  chap.  12,  as  relates  to  the  importation  of 
wood  and  timber,  and  of  the  goods  commonly  called 
lumber,  therein  particularly  enumerated,  from  any 
of  his  Majelty's  plantations  or  colonies  in  America, 
free  from  all  cuftoms  and  impofitions  whatfoever, 
is  near  expiring  and  fit  to  be  continued. 
March  10, 

1.  That  a  duty  of  2/.  195.  9 J.  fterling  money, 
per  hundred  weight,  avoirdupois,  be  laid  upon  all 
foreign  coffee,  imported  from  any  place  (except 
from  Great  Britain)  into  the  Britijh  colonies  and 
plantations  in  America.  2.  That  a  duty  of  fix- 
pence,  fterling  money,  per  pound  weight,  avoirdu- 
pois, be  laid  upon  all  foreign  indico,  imported  into 
the  faid  colonies  and  plantations.  3.  That  a  duty 
of  7/.  fterling  money,  per  ton,  be  laid  upon  all  wine 
of  the  growth  of  the  Madeiras,  or  of  any  other  ifland 
or  place,  lawfully  imported  from  the  refpeclive 
place  of  the  growth  of  fuch  wine,  into  the  faid 
colonies  and  plantations.  4.  That  a  duty  of  iar. 
fterling  money,  per  ton,  be  laid  upon  all  Portugal, 
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Spanijh,  or  any  other  wine  (except  French  wine)  im- 
ported from  Great  Britain,  into  the  laid  colonies 
and  plantations.  5.  That  a  duty  of  25.  fterling 
money, ^r  pound  weight,  avoirdupois,  be  laid  upon 
all  wrought  filks,  Bengals ,  and  fluffs  mixed  with 
filk  or  Herb >a ,  of  the  manufacture  of  Perfia,  China, 
or  Eaji-India,  imported  from  Great  Britain,  into  the 
faid  colonies  and  plantations.  6.  That  a  duty  of 
2s.  and  fix-pence,  fterling  money,  per  piece,  be  laid 
upon  all  callicoes,  painted,  dyed,  printed,  or 
ftained,  in  Perfia,  China  or  Eajl-LJia,  imported 
from  Great  Britain  into  the  faid  colonies  and  plan- 
tations. 7.  That  a  duty  of  35.  fterling  money,  per 
piece,  be  laid  upon  all  foreign  linen  cloth,  called 
Cambrick,  and  upon  all  French  lawns  imported  from 
Great  Britain  into  the  faid  colonies  and  plantations. 
8.  That  a  duty  of  js.  fterling  money,  per  hundred 
weight,  avoirdupois,  be  laid  upon  all  coffee,  ihipped 
in  any  Britijh  colony  or  plantation  in  America,  being 
the  place  of  the  growth  thereof,  in  order  to  be  ex- 
ported or  conveyed  to  any  other  place,  except  to 
Great  Britain.  9.  That  a  duty  of  one  half-penny, 
.fterling  money,  per  pound  weight,  avoirdupois,  be 
laid  upon  all  pimento  fhipped  in  any  Britijh  colony 
or  plantation  in  America,  being  the  place  of  the 
growth  thereof,  in  order  to  be  exported  or  con- 
veyed to  any  other  place,  except  to  Great  Britain. 

10.  That  an  act,  made  in  the  6th  Geo.  II.  chap. 
13,  be  continued  until  the  30th  of  September  1764. 

11.  That  the  faid  act  be,  with  amendments,  made 
perpetual,  from  the  29th  day  of  September  17&4. 

1 2.  That,  from  and  after  the  faid  29th  day  of  Sep* 
t ember  1  1764,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  granted  by  the 
faid  acl:  upon  molaffes  and  fyrups,  a  duty  of  three- 
pence, fterling  money,  per  gallon,  be  laid  upon  all 
molaffes  and  fyrups  of  the  growth,  product,  or  ma- 
nufacture, of  any  foreign  American  colony  or  planta- 
tion, imported  into  the  Britijh  colonies  and  plan- 
tations in  America. 

n* 
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%he  following  is  a  copy  of  a  printed  paper,  entitled^ 
Obfer  vat  ions  on  the  propofed  American  Tax,  fo 
far  as  relates  to  the  Continent  Colonies,  and  the 
Effects  thereof  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of 
Great  Britain  ;  which,  as  it  relates  to  this  refolu- 
turn*  will  not  be  improper  to  infer t  in  this  place. 

THAT  in  the  war  with  France  begun  in 
1744*  the  Majfachuftts  colony  at  the  great  peril  of 
its  uttnoft  impoverifhment  and  diftrefs,  a  Mi  (led  by 
ifae  other  New- England  colonies,  made  an  expedi- 
tion again  ft  Cape  Breton,  in  confequence  whereof 
that  iffatnd  with  its  dependencies  was  reduced  to  his 
late  Majefty's  obedience,  Nova  Scotia  preferved, 
th&  Frm:h  fifhery  broken  up,  and  the  Britijh  fifhery 
Jawed  from  the  enemies  intended  ravages.  That 
this  was  the  fole  acquifition  made  by  the  Britijh 
arte  during  that  war,  and  a  great  means  of  ob- 
taining the  peace.  That  the  war  was  fo  fharp  in 
that  quarter,  that,  according  to  the  beft  calculate, 
a  fourth  part  at  leail  of  the  Majfachufets  inhabitants 
able  of  body  for  the  requifite  fervices,  took  up 
.arms.  That  very  foon  after  the  peace,  France  me- 
ditating the  future  diftrefs  of  the  Britijh  fifhery,  en- 
croached upon  AVlyz  Scotia-,  and  here  repeated 
hoitile  invafions,  and  confequent  fruitlefs  negoti- 
ations, with  her  other  encroachments^  occafioned 
the  late  war.  That  the  pecuniary  and  perfonal 
exertions  of  the  colonies  in  general  during  this  war 
were  very  great,  and,  without  naming  other  fer- 
vices, their  defeat  of  baron  Biejkau  in  the  beginning 
of  it,  is  thought  worthy  of  memory.  That  during 
the  chief  part  of  this  war  200,0c  o/.  was  annually 
granted  by  parliament  to  compenfate  certain  ex- 
peoces  of  the  troops  raffed  by  the  colonies  ferving 
under  his  Majefty's  general,  which  on  diftribution 
paid  to  fome  near  half,  and  to  others  one  third  part 
only  of  all  their  expences  on  thofe  troops,  being 

exclufive 
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exclufive  of  the  expences  of  any  of  the  colonies  iri 
the  defence  of  their  own  frontier,  or  other  military 
fervices,    which   to  ibme    were  very  confiderable. 
That  thefe  grants  ceafed  at  the  clofe  of  the  war  in 
Europe,  though  it  continued  in  America  with  nume- 
rous tribes  of  Indians,  and  frefh  war  broke  out  with 
others,  whence  manifold  cruel  ravages  enfued,  and 
the  war  there  is  not  yet  ceafed.     That  during  the 
general  war,  and  ever  fince,  thefe  colonies   have 
born  heavy  and  unufual  taxes -,  neverthelefs,   their 
feveral  public  debts  united  amount  to  900,000/.  or 
upwards.     That  a  great  part  of  thefe  colonies  pro- 
duce  nothing  fit  for  the  Britijh  market,  and  the 
Britijh  fugar  iflands  can  confume  only  a  fmall  pare 
of  their  product ;  wherefore, to  enable  them  to  pay 
for  BritiJJi   goods,   they   profecute   every   kind  of 
trade   to  foreign  ports  which  their  invention  can 
fugged,   carrying  on  much  of  this  trade  in  conie- 
quence  of  the  credit  given  them  by  the  Britifh  mer- 
chants.    That  feveral   of  thefe  colonies  have  no 
(laple  commodity,    and   in  particular  the   fifhing 
colonies,  the  chief  of  which,  Majfacbufets,   takes 
from  Great  Britain  yearly,  goods  to  the  amount  of 
600,000/.  or  upwards,   to  pay  for  which   the  in- 
habitants are  chiefly  enabled  by  their  filheries,  and 
the  trades  relative  to  them.     That  in  their  filheries, 
and  carrying  the  fifh  to  market,  their  trade  with 
Great  Britain  and  other  places,  they  employ  about 
1500  fail  of  veflels,  generally  fmall,  and   upwards 
of  13000  men,  boys  included,  the  chief  part  where- 
of are  employed  in  the  cod  fifbery.     That  about  a 
third  part  of  this  fifh,    11  fu  ally  called  Jamaica,   and 
refufe,  is  unfit  for  the  European  markets,   and  the 
chief  part  of  it  is  bartered  in  the  French  and  Butch 
colonies  for  melalfes,  which  when  imported,  by  its 
ufe,  fimple,  or  manufactured  into  rum,  is  the  great 
mean  whereby  the  trade   of  the  province  is  car- 
ried on.     That  the  traders   to  Newfoundland  take 
in  exchange  for  their  rum,    fifh  of  like   inferior 
Vol.  VI,  Z  quality, 
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quality,  to  be  difpofed  of  in  like  manner;  and  the 
New  England  fifhery  from  its  nature  making  a 
greater  proportion  of  this  fifh,  without  the  difpofal 
of  it  to  the  French  and  Dutch,  would,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  mod  intelligent  perfons,  certainly  decline 
apace,  there  being  no  other  market  to  be  found  for 
the  far  greater  part  of  this  fort  of  fifh.  That  the1 
French  are  now  praetifing  every  device  their  policy 
can  fugged  to  prejudice  the  Britijh  fifhery  and  ad- 
vance their  own  ;  and  among  other  means  the  go- 
vernor of  Martinique,  in  a  permiflion  lately  given* 
to  an  Englijh  trader,  particularly  excepted  fifh,  and 
the  (landing  law  of  France  prohibits  this  with  other 
trade.  That  the  trade  to  foreign  colonies  is  farther 
necefTary  to  the  New  England  fifhery,  in  order  to* 
fupply  it  at  low  rates  with  molaf&s  and  rum,  which 
could  not  be  otherwife  had  by  the  fifhermen  in> 
common  with  the  other  inhabitants,  who  are  gene- 
rally not  more  able  to  pay  large  prices,  feeing  that 
the  Englijh  fugar  iflands  do  not  in  all  probability 
export  to  the  continent  colonies  one  eighth  part  of 
the  rnolafifes  ufed  there,  and  the  price  of  their  rum 
is  much  too  high  for  the  fifhing  trade.  That  the 
New  England- fifhery  making  (o  large  a  portion  of 
theBritTjJj  part --of  the  American  fifhery,  wherein  the 
French  are  fuch  vigilant  competitors,  its  preferva- 
tion  is  prefumed  to  be  worthy  of  great  attention, 
efpecially  confidering  that  in  times  pad  the  French 
made  fuch  advances,  that  dedu cling, the  mere  boat- 
men as  Newfoundland*  whofe  employment  never 
makes  them-  feamen,. the  French  emplbyed  twke  the 
number  of  men  employed  in*  the  Britijh  fifhery  •, 
and  fuch  difficulties  fell  upon  the  New  England 
fifhery,  that  in"  the  chief  fifhing  town,  Murbleheadr 
the  veffels  were  reduced  one  half  in  their  number. 
That  trade,  being  in  its  nature  fo  intricate  and  de\\~ 
cate,  that  human  wifdom,  even  after  the  drifted  en- 
quiry into  facts,  is  frequently  unequal  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  forming  falutary  regulations  for  it,  or  by 


A.  1764.        DEBATES,  m 

any  means  to  recover,  it  when  declining  of  loft*  it 
is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  payment  of  three- penes" 
per  gallon,  for  all  the  molafles  imported  into  the"' 
Majfachufets  colony  from  any  foreign  colony,,  pur- 
fuant  to  an  acl  pafifedth'e  laft  feffion,  among  other 
purpofes,  for  improving  the  trade  between  Great 
Britain 'and  the  colonies,  has  been  found,  contrary 
to  the  intent  of  the  legiflature,  greyly  to-  diftrefe 
this  molaffes  trade,  and  will'  in  its  corifeqtiences 
nearly  affecli  the  fiihiug  trade  5  and  th;at  the  trade' 
Of  this  colony  is  at  prefent  in  a  moft  intereflrng  &* 
tuation,.  all  the  merchants  of  its  capital,  Bofton5< 
being  of  opinion,  that  the'  continuance  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  duty  on  mola'ffes,  with  other  duties  im- 
pofed  by  the  faid  act,  will  inevitably  deftroy  \u 
Arid  other  colonies  are  in  no  better  condition, 
That  the  Majfachufets  traders  importing  th§  largeft" 
part  of  the  foreign  molaiTes,  and  before  theie  du tits- 
took  place  there  being  fcarcely  money  fufneient  ta 
carry  on  the  trade^  they  conceive  it  extremely  hard 
that  what  little  money  they  have  mould  be  taken1 
out  of  their  trade,  and  fpent  upon-  new  acquisitions 
in  remote  pat:s.  That  the  trade  of  this  colony 
was  declining  fail  before  it  was  charged  with  theie' 
duties,  and  their  difficulties  were  fo  multiplied,- that 
urged  by  the  neceHky  of  regulating  their  conduct 
according  to  the  hard  (late  of  the  times,  the  inhabi- 
tants in  general  of  Bofton,  and  the  neighbouring 
towns  have  agreed  to  wear  no  other  mourning,  triaif 
fo  me  fin  all  token  ofrefpeel  for  the  memory  of  the' 
dead  ;  and  before  the  laft  fhip  came  from  thence^ 
between  5  and  600  families,  in  ordtfr  to  keep- one 
another  in  countenance,  and  be  better  able  to  pay 
for  their  necefiary  apparel,  had  agreed  to  lay  afidtr 
various"  Superfluities,  and  wear  woollen  cloth  of 
lower  than  ufuai  prices,  with  feme  other  frugal  re~> 
gulations.  That  the  annual  exports  of  goods, 
chiefly  of  Britifh  manufacture,  to  all  thefe  colonies 
have  for  many  years  pail  amounted  to  an  immenle 
Z  2  *      fun* 
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fum  in  value.  That  the  remittances  made  in  pay- 
ment, through  the  difficulties  of  their  trade,  have 
been  fo  far  deficient,  that  the  individuals  there  are 
certainly  at  this  time  in  debt  to  the  Briti/h  mer- 
chants three  millions  at  the  leaft.  That  by  this 
vaft  debt,  and  the  preffure  of  the  laft  year's  taxes, 
the  credit  of  the  traders  with  thtBritiJb  merchant 
is  weakened,  in  confequence  whereof  the  exports 
of  Britijh  manufactures  are  already  confiderably 
lefTened,  and  a  large  part  of  the  whole  trade  is  in 
a  very  tender  and  dangerous  condition,  ill  pre- 
pared to  {land  under  the  additional  load  of  the 
taxation  now  propofed,  which  taking  effect  would, 
as  it  is  humbly  conceived  to  be  apparent  from  the 
preceding  fads,  add  diftrefs  to  diftrefs  in  the  colo- 
nies, whence  it  would  in  no  fmall  degree  be  foon 
communicated  to  the  Britijh  manufacturers,  by 
caufing  a  farther  diminution  of  the  exports  of  Bri- 
tijh goods,  and,  joined  with  the  prior  taxation,  and 
other  difficulties,  reduce  the  inhabitants  not  only 
to  a  ftill  greater  frugality  in  their  apparel,  but  to 
the  neceffity  of  providing  the  bed  they  can  among 
themfelves,  and  in  conclufion  affect  the  Britijh 
commerce  and  navigation  in  a  meafure  probably 
furpaffing  all  human  forefight. 

1 3.  That  the  produce  of  all  the  faid  duties,  and 
alfo  of  the  duties  which  mall  from  and  after  the 
faid  29th  day  of  September,  ij6^  be  raifed,  by 
virtue  of  the  faid  act,  made  in  the  fixth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  faid  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Se- 
cond, be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  his  Majefty's  Ex- 
chequer* and  there  referved,  to  be  from  time  to 
time  difpofed  of  by  parliament,  towards  defraying 
the  neceffary  expences  of  defending,  protecting, 
and  fecuring,  the  Britijh  colonies  and  plantations 
in  America.  14.  That,  towards  further  defraying 
She  faid  expences,  it  may  be  proper  to  charge  cer- 
tain 
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tain  ftamp  duties  in  the  faid  colonies  and  planta- 
tions. 

This  refolution  was  thrown  out  in  order  to  give 
the  colonies  opportunity  to  petition  againft  it  next 
feflion,  if  they  difliked  it.  So  far  it  was  candid. 
.And  as  to  the  right  of  taxing  the  colonies,  it  was 
taken  as  a  clear  thing,  no  one  oppofed  it.  But  the 
manner  of  coming  to  this  refolution  was  unfeemly. 
The  admired  Author  of  the  Letter  on  Libels  and 
Warrants,  in  page  151  of  that  work,  edit.  17;  1 , 
note,  has  this  obfervation  upon  it :  *  It  was  an  inde- 

*  pendent,  fubftantive  refolution,  followed  by  no- 

*  thing  -,  and  yet  was  a  refolution  not  only  of  ex- 

*  treme  magnitude,  but  of  the  moll  general  and 

*  higheft  legal  nature,  involving  in  it  a  decifion  of 

*  the  firft  and  mod  fundamental  principles   of  13- 

*  berty,  property,  and  government;  and  was  rlfo 

*  well  worthy,  as   to  the   temporary  policy  of  ir, 

*  the  moft  ferious   of  all  confideration.     This  was 

*  refolved  too,  if  I  am  informed  right,  at  the  clofe 

*  of  the  night,  and  at  the  riling  of  the  Houfe  :  So 
c  that  every  body  muft  have  taken   it  as  a  clear 

*  thing,  that  they  could  at  any  time  come  to  a  re- 

*  folution  upon  any  general  point  of  law ,  whenever 

*  they  mould  fee  it  expedient  fo  to  do.' 

15.  That  there  be  not  any  drawback  allowed  of 
any  part  of  the  rate  or  duty  commonly  called  the 
old  fubfidy  upon  any  foreign  goods  (except  wines) 
of  the  growth,  production,  or  manufacture  of  Eu- 
rope^ or  the  Eaft-  Indies ,  exported  from  this  king- 
dom, to  the  Britijh  colonies  and  plantations  in 
America.  16.  That  there  be  not  any  drawback  al- 
lowed of  any  part  of  any  rate  or  duty  upon  any 
white  callicoes,  or  foreign  linens,  exported  from 
this  kingdom,  to  the  Britijh  colonies  and  planta- 
tions m  America.  17.  That  the  duties  impofed  in 
the  Britijh  colonies  and  plantations  in  America,  by 
an  ad  made  in  the  2  5  th  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
Charles  the  Second,  in  titled,  An  acl  for  the  encou- 

Z  3  ragement 
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rogment  of  the  Greenland  and  Eafiland  trades^  and 
for  the  helper  feuring  the  plantation  trade,  be  de- 
clared to  b.e£erlj.ng  nnoney.  18.  That  the  impor- 
tation of  mm  and  fpirits,  of  the  produce  or  manur 
.failure  of  any  foreign  American  colony  or  planta- 
tion, into  the  Britijh  colonies  and  plantations  in 
jdn&rtia,  be  prohibited.  19.  That  the  annuities, 
granted  anno  \f6xf  for  a  certain  term  of  ,99  years, 
from  the  5th  day  of  January  17 61,  transferable 
.at  the  bank  of  England,  be5  from  the  5th  day  of 
January  1764,  with  the  confent  of  the  feveral  pro- 
prietors, added  to  and  niade  a  joint  (took  with,  the 
annuities  which  wtrc  granted  anno  i)  62,  for  a  cer- 
tain term  of  98  years,  from  the  5th  day  of  January 
1*7 6-i 9  transferable  at  the  bank  of  England  \  and 
that  the  charges  and  expences  thereof  be  charged 
iPjparia  and  paid  out  of,  the  finking  fund,  in  the 
fame  and  like  manner  as  thole  of  the  faid  annuities 
granted  anno  1762^  are  paid  and  payable  ;  an4 
khatfuch  perfons  as  fh.all  not,  on  or  before  the  ift 
d^y  of  June  1764,  iignify  their  diffent  in  books  to 
be  opened  at  the  bank  of  England  for  that  purpofe, 
fhall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  affent  thereto,  20, 
That  the  %ppr  cent,  annuities,  granted  anno  17  61, 
in  refpeft  of  the  fum  of  twelve  millions  borrowed 
towards  thefupply  of  the  year  1761,  together  with 
the  charges  and  expences  attending  the  fame,  be? 
with  the  like  confent  pf  the  feveral  proprietors 
jt  hereof,  charged  upon  and  made  payable  out  of, 
the  finking  fund.  21.  That  all  the  monies  that 
have  arifen,  fince  the  5th  day  of  January  1764, 
pr  that  mall  and  may  hereafter  arife,  of  the  produce 
of  the  additional  duty  upon  ftrong  beer  and  ale, 
which  was  made  a  fund  for  payment  of  the  3  per 
cent,  annuities,  granted  in  reipeclfc  of  tl)e  fum  of 
twelve  millions  borrowed  by  virtue  of  an  ace 
j  Gen,  III.  towards  the  fupply  of  the  year  176^ 
and  alfo  of  the  annuities  for  a  certain  term  of  99 
years,  granted  in  refpeft  of  the  fame  fum,  be  car- 
ried 
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ried  to,  and  made  part  of,  the  finking' fund.  22. 
That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  there  be  ilfued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
two  millions,  out  of  fuch  monies,  as  fhall  or  may 
arife  of  the  furpluffes,  exceffes,  or  overplus  mo- 
nies, and  other  revenues,  compofmg  the  fund 
commonly  called  the  finking  fund,  2,000,000/. 
Mar-ch  1 3. 
1.  That  an  additional  duty  of  1/.  is.  ftcrling  mo- 
ney, per  hundred  weight,  avoirdupois,  be  laid 
upon  all  white  or  clayed  fugars,  of  the  produce  or 
manufacture  of  any  foreign  American  colony  or 
plantation  imported  into  any  Britijh  colony  or  plan- 
tation in  America,  2.  That  the  produce  of  the 
laid  additional  duty  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  his 
Majefty's  Exchequer?  and  there  referved  to  be, 
from  time  to  time,  difpofed  of  by  parliament,  to- 
wards defraying  the  neceffary  expences  of  defend- 
ing, protecting,  and  fecuring,  the  Britijh  colonies 
and  plantations  in  America,  g.  That  upon  all 
wines  (except  French  wines)  exported  as  merchan- 
dize from  this  kingdom,  to  the  Britijh  colonies  and 
plantations  in  America,  a  drawback  be  allowed  of 
all  the  duties  paid  on  the  importation  of  fuch  wines., 
except  3/.  10s.  per  ton,  part  of  the  additional  duty 
of  4/.  per  ton,  granted  by  an  act  made  in  the  laft 
feflion  of  parliament ;  and  alfo  except  fuch  part  of 
the  duties  paid  upon  wines,  imported  by  flrangers 
or  aliens,  or  in  foreign  mips,  as  exceeds  what 
would  have  been  payable  upon  fuch  wines,  if  the 
fame  had  been  imported  by  Britijh  fubjects  and  in 
Britijh  mips.  4.  That  no  allowance  be  made  for 
leakage,  upon  the  importation  of  any  wines  into 
this  kingdom,  unlefs  fuch  wines  be  imported  di- 
rectly from  the  place  of  their  growth,  or  from  the 
uiual  place  of  their  flrft  (hipping,  except  only 
Madeira  wines,  imported  from  any  of  the  Britijh 
colonies  or  plantations  in  America,  or  from  the 
$ajk- Indies.     5.  That  any  perfon,  or  p&rfons,  be 

Z  4  permitted 
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permitted  to  import,  in    fhips  belonging   to    his 
Majefty's  fubjects,  whale  fins,  taken  from  whales 
caught,  by  any  of  his  Majefty's  fubje&s,  in  the 
gulph  or  river  of  St.  Jjiwrence^  or  in  any   leas  on 
the  coafts  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  colonies  in  Ame- 
rica %  without  paying  any  cuftom,  fubfidy,  or  duty, 
f6r  the  fame(other  than  and  except  the  rate  or  duty 
commonly  called  the  old  fubfidy)  for  the  term  of 
(even  years,  from  the  25th  day  of  December ',  1763. 
March  1 5. 
1.  That  the  perfons  interefted  in,    or  intkled 
unto,  all  or  any  of  the  bills  payable  in  courie  of 
the  navy  or   victualling  offices,  or  for  tranfports, 
made  out  on  or  before  the  3  i  ft  of  December  1762, 
which  in  purfuance  of  a  refolution  of  this  Houfe  of 
the  6  th.  of  February  laft,  have  been  delivered  to  the 
treafurer  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  in  order  to  be  con- 
verted into  annuities,  as  mentioned  in  the  faid  re- 
solution, and  who,  inftead  of  fuch  annuities,  (hall 
chufe  to    receive  the  principal  and  intereft  due  on 
fuch  bills  to  the  time  of  the  payment  thereof,  and 
mall,  in  books   to  be  opened  for  that  purpofe,  at 
the  office  of  the  faid  treafurer,  exprefs  their  content 
thereunto,  -on  or  before. the. -thirty-firit  day  of  this 
:  prelent  inftant  March^  fhall  be  inntkci   to   receive 
fuch  principal  and  intereft  in  difcharge  of  the  faid 
bills, .-pui  of  the  money  granted  tc  Majefty  in 

this  feffion  of  Parliament,  towards  paying  off  and 
■^difcharging  the  debt.x)f  the  navy,  upon  their  deli^, 
vering  up  the  notes  or  receipts  lOlied  for  the  fame,, 
in  like  manner  as  if  they' had  not  delivered  the  faid 
bills  to  the  treafurer  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  accord- 
ing to  (he  refolution  of  this  Houfe   of  -\  of 
February  lad  •,  and  that  fuch  of  the  iaiu  -  .  ..1.-.  and 
in  1                     eof  fuch  co  •                    \i     be  !o  tx- 
.  on  or  btfoicMih                          ay,c        >  pre- 
nl   r      ;  '              s              in  .,-  c-nuities-as 
in   die  laid  -  ;  oUtk,n,  and  confblidated 
oes  granted  by  an   act  of  the  laft  fef- 

fioa 
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fton  of  parliament,  to  fatisfy  certain  navy,  vic- 
tualling and  tranfport  bills,  and  ordnance  deben- 
tures. 2.  That  the  duties  now  payable  upon  bea- 
ver fkins  imported  intoGreat  Britain ,from  his  Majes- 
ty's dominions  in  Americano  ceafe,  determine,  and 
be  no  longer  paid.  3.  That,  in  lieu  of  the  faid  for- 
mer duties  there  be  granted  to  his  M-ajefty  a  duty  of 
one  penny,  to  be  paid  upon  the  importation  of 
every  beaver  (kin  into  Great  Britain,  from  his  Ma- 
jefty's  dominions  in  America.  4.  That  there  be 
grained  to  his  Majefty  a  duty  of  7J.  upon  each 
beaver  fkin,  or  piece  of  fuch  fkin,  exported  from 
Great  Britain.  5.  That  there  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty  a  duty  of  ij.  bd.per  pound,  for  all  beaver 
wool  exported  from  Great  Britain.  6.  That  the 
faid  duties  be  made  applicable  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofes,  to  which  the  former  duties  upon  beaver 
fkins  were  applied.  7.  That  no  drawbacks  be  al- 
lowed upon  beaver  fkins  exported  from  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

March  22. 
2:  That  there  be  raifed  by  loans  or  Exchequer 
bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted 
in  the  next  leftion,  and  inch  Exchequer  bills,  if  not 
diicharged,  with  intereft  thereupon,  on  or  before 
the  5th  of  April,  1765,  to  be  exchanged  and  re- 
ceived in  payment,  in  fuch  manner  as  Exchequer 
bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged,  and  received  in 
payment  the  fum  of  800000/.  2.  That  the  fum 
of  3497/.  gs.  gd.  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the 
Exchequer,  being  the  furpius  of  the  feveral  duties 
up  m  beer  and  ale,  granted  by  an  act  of  the  firft  of 
his  Majefty's  reign,  after  fatisfy ing  all  charges  and 
incumbrances  thereupon,  to  the  5th  of  January, 
1764,  be  iflued  and  applied,  towards  making 
good  the  fupply  granted  in  this  feiTion.  3.  That 
fuch  part  of  the  fum  of  150000/.  granted  in  the 
laft  feflion  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  pay  and 
Cluathing  of  the  militia,  for  one  year,  beginning 

the 
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the  25th  of  March,  1763,  as  (hall  remain  in  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  after  the  faid  charge  is 
fatisfied,  be  iflued  and  applied,  towards  raifing  the 
fupply  granted  in  this  feffion.  4.  That  the  acl:  of 
the  5th  of  Geo.  II.  chap.  28,  is  near  expiring,  and 
fit  to  be  continued.  5.  That  the  acl:  of  the  6th  of 
Geo.  II.  chap.  33,  is  near  expiring,  and  fit  to  be 
continued.  6.  That  the  ad  of  the  22d  of  Geo.  II. 
chap,  45,  is  near  expiring,  and  fit  to  be  conti- 
nued. 

The  produce  of  many  of  thefe  refolutions  cannot 
be  certainly  known  -,  but  fuch  of  them  as  can,  are 
as  follows  : 

/.         s.     L 
By  the  two  refolutions  of  J)e- 

(ember  the  8  th,  2787854  19   ir 

By  the  refolution  of  February 

the  9th,  1 1 1 0000     o     o 

By  the  2 2d  refolution  of  March 

the  ioth,  2000000     o     o 

By  the  firft  and  fecond  refolu- 
tions of  March  the  2 2d,  £03497     9     9 
Theliquidatedprovifions  made 
by  the  committee  of  ways 

and  means,  6701352     9     8 


Deficiency  to  be  made  good 
by  the  unknown  produce  of 
the  other  provifions,  or  by 
fome  future  feffion  of  Par- 
liament, 1011210     8   1 if 

This  fcheme  of  fupplies  was  the  fubjecl:  of  much 
altercation.  Two  accounts  of  it  were  publiffied. 
The  firft  by  the  miniftry,  and  a  reply  by  their  opr 
ponents.  In  order  to  give  the  reader  a  proper 
idea  of  this  part  of  the  parliamentary  bufinefc,  it 

wili 
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will  be  neceffary  to  infert  both.  And  firft,  the 
jninifterial  account. 

c  It  is  with  great  pleafure  that  I  congratulate 

*  the  public  on  the  difappointment  of  thofe,  who, 

*  by  keeping  their  money  from  coming  to  market, 

*  by  checking  the  fubfcription  of  the  navy  bills,  by 
4  circulating  reports  of  a  loan  and  a  new  lottery^ 
6  and  other  arts  of  the  fame  kind,  hoped  to  profit 

*  by  the  public  diftrefs. 

6  The  ftate  of  the  fupplies,  and  the  ways  and 
c  means  for  this  year,   have  now  been  made  pub- 

*  lie,   but  as  the  exact  funis  may  not  be  in  every 

*  body's  hands,  I  thought  it  might  be  agreeable  to 
6  you  to  be  enabled  to  furnifh  your  readers  with  an 
6  account  of  them,  which  I  belieye  is  tolerably 
♦*  correct. 

6  Of  the  unfortunate  debt  contracted  during  the 

*  lafl  war,  the  government  will  this  year  pay  off" 
f  2 ,7  7 1  ,r8  67/.  1  gs.  6:d»  viz? 


I 

s. 

d. 

German  extras, 

500,000 

6 

0 

Navy  debt, 

650,000 

0 

0 

Army  extraordinaries, 

987>434- 

lS 

6 

Deficiencies  of  land  and  malt, 

300,000 

0 

0 

Dedommagement      to     the 

1  Landgrave  of  Hejfe, 

50,000 

0 

0 

Deficiency  of  funds  to  be  re- 

f  placed  to  the  finking  fund, 

*47>593 

18 

9 

Deficiency    of    grants     for 

4  *763-> 

J  29,4.89 

0 

O 

Advance  in  confequence  of 

I  addrefles? 

7>35° 

0 

0 

2 

•>77l^67 

13 

6 

c  The  peace  eftablifhment  for  the  navy,  which  is 
the  moil  cqnftitutional  force,  and  the  bed  fecu* 
rity  for  Great  Britain,  is  much  enlarged,  amount- 
ing to  1,443,568/.  us.  yd.  the  fame  number  of 

'  feamen 
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*  leamen  being  retained  in  the  fervice  as  was  voted 
c  lad  year,  and    1 00,000/.  more  than  ufual  being 

*  employed  in  (hip-building,  in  order  to  keep  our 

*  navy  on  a  footing  to  be  refpected  by  all  Europe. 

c  The   eftablilhment  of  the   army   is    not  in- 

*  creafed,  it  is  even  lefs,  and  the  ftaff  much  lefs 

*  than  at  the  laft  peace  ♦,  for  though  the  whole  fum 

*  is  1,509,313/.  14/.  yet  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 

*  the  forces,  ordnance,  and  ftaff  in  America,  are 

*  2955833/.  the  half-pay  lift  158,250/.  and  Chelfea 

*  hofpital,  &c.  122,125/.     The  two  laft  articles  of 
4  which  are  deducted,  being  properly  the  tail  of 

*  the  war. 

*  The  mifcellaneous  articles  of  expences  amount 

*  to  295,354/.  25.  viz. 

\  Government  of  Nova  Scotia, 

*  Ditto  Weft  Florida, 
4  Ditto  Eaft  Florida, 

*  Ditto  Georgia, 
<  Militia, 
'  African  forts, 

*  Foundling  hofpital, 

*  Princefs  of  Brunfwick's  for- 

*  tune, 
€  Subfidy    to    the    court    of 

6  Brunfwick, 
c  Britijb  mufeum, 
c  Mr: Blake, 
4  General  furvey  of  America, 

*  Paving  the  ftreets, 

2955354     2     o 

*  Befides  this,  the  government  found 
c  1,800,000  of  Exchequer  bills  at  fuch  a  difcount, 
'  as  to  weigh  down  with  them  the  whole  building 
c  of  public  credit. 

*  This 


/. 

s. 

d. 

5>7°3 

14 

0 

5>7°° 

0 

0 

5>7  °° 

0 

0 

4,031 

8 

0 

80,000 

0 

0 

ao,oeo 

0 

0 

39,000 

0 

0 

80,000 

0 

O 

43^90 l 

0 

a 

2,000 

0 

0 

2,50b1 

0 

0 

1,818c 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 
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4  This  they  have  provided  for,   by  transferring 

*  one  million  of  them  to  the  bank  for   two  years, 
4  with  a  reduction  of  a  fourth  part  of  the  inteiefl 

*  on  them. 

4  The  other  800,000  old  Exchequer  bills  are  to 
4  be  paid  off  by  iffuing  new  ones  for  the  like  fum. 

*  So  that  the  whole  ftate  of  the  lupply  is  this: 

/.         s.     d. 
1  Debt  paid,  2,771,867   13     6 

1  Exchequer  bills,  1,800,000    o     o 

4  Eftablifhment  for  the  navy,  1,443,568   11     9 

*  Ditto  army,  1*509,313   H     ° 

*  Miscellaneous  articles,  29 5, 353     o     o 


7,820,102   19     3 


4  To  raife  this  large  neceffary  fum,  the  govern- 
ment hath  not  oppreffed  the  fubject  with  one  ad- 
ditional tax  :  it  hath  not  encouraged  the  fpiric  of 
gaming  by  accepting  a  lottery,  or  taking  to  it- 
felf  the  not  unpleafing  power  of  difpofing  of 
tickets,  commirfions,  and  fubfcriptions. 
*  It  has  avoided  going  to  market  for  money,  at  a 
time,  when,  though  it  might  have  been  advan- 
tageous to  individuals,  it  mud  have  been  very 
detrimental  to  the  public. 
4  The  ways  and  means  are  faic)  to  be  thefe 

Land-tax  and  malt, 
Exchequer  bills  taken  by  the 
6  bank, 
New  Exchequer   bills   to  be 

*  iflued,  800,000     o    & 
Of  the  bank  for  the  renewal 

*  of  their  contract,  which  is 
4  by  much  the  moft  benefi- 
4  cial  bargain  for  the  pub- 
4  lie  which  was  ever  made 
4  with  them,  no,ooo    o    o 

4  Savings 


/. 

s. 

d> 

2,750,000 

0 

0 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

is* 
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/. 

/i 

d. 

Savings 

under 

the  head  of 

4  extras, 

i65>55% 

3 

0 

Militia  money, 

150,000 

0 

0 

Annuity 

fund, 

1 76 1, 

3A97 

9 

9 

4  To  this  account,  and  for 
4  th~  public  fervice,  the  pre- 
*  lent  government  has  brought 
4  to  account  what  had  (6  long 
4  been  unaccounted  for,  fo 
4  long  a  difgrace  to  the  fer- 
4  vice,  and  the  reproach  of 
'  adminiftration,  &V. 
*-  The   faving    of  non-effec- 

c  tive  men,  which  in  the 

*  prefent  year  is  140,000    o;    & 

4  To  this  the  bounty  of  the 

4  King,  who    having  deli- 

4  vered    his  fubje&s  from 
"   c  the  calamities,  thus  fhews 

4  his  earneft  wifh  to  deliver 

4  them  from  the  burthen  of 

4  the  war,  has  added,  be- 

4  ing  the  produce  of  the 

4  French  prizes  taken  be- 

4  fore  the  declaration    of 

'  war^  700,000    o    o 

4  The  King  has  freed  the 
4  public  from  the  expence  of 
4  all  the  new  governments 
4  e-xcept  that  of  the  Florida* 
4  (N.B.  By  giving  them  up.) 
4  And   to   make  up  the  defi- 

4  ciency,  the   government 

4  has  taken,  with  peculiar 

4  propriety,  from  the  fin k- 

4  ing  fund  (which  was  in- 

4  creafedthisyear39i,ooc/» 

4  by      an      addition      of' 

j  r,40o,ooo/& 
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/.         s.    d. 
c  1,400,000$.  of  tea,  hav- 

*  ing,     by    means    of  the 

*  cutters,  been  brought  ta 
4  pay  the  duty)  the  furplus 

*  of  that  fund  is  2,600,000     o    0 


€  So  the  total  of  the  ways  and 

.*  means  is  7^l7->°55  12     9 

6  The  total  of  fupply,  7,820,002   19     3 

c  It  is   true,  the   whole  fupply   is  faid    to   be 

*  7,820,104/.  1 .5 j.  Io^.  and  by  this  account  it  a« 
c  mounts  only  to  7,820,102/.  igs.  3d.  But  as 
c  this  deficiency  is  not  quite  2/.  and  proceeds  from 
c  the  omiflion  of  fome  millings  in  the  larger  fums, 

*  which  were  omitted  at  the  time  %f  taking  them 

*  down,  it  is  fur^cient  to  have  mentioned  if  only/ 


The        REP    L    Y. 

4  I  obferve,  that  the  adminiftration  has  conde«* 
fcended>  by  an  advertifement  in  the  public 
papers,-  to  explain  the  Budget  to  the  mean  eft  ca- 
pacity ;  I  fuppofe  they  are  fo  proud  of  their  per- 
formances, that  they  think  the  like  was  never 
done  before ;  and  to  be  fure  the  wonders  of  the 
Budges  muft  needs  make  the  ignorant  flare,  and 
admire  the  tranfeendent  talents  of  the  rniniftry, 
who  have  advertifed  fuch  miracles.  That  the 
adminiftrati'on  mould  fubmit  to  fo  humiliating  £ 
condefcenfion,  to  catch  at  a  little  popular  ap^ 
plaufe  from  the  ignorant,  is  not  furprifing  % 
when  it  is  con  fide  red  how  very  low  they  are  fal- 
len in  the  public  efteem  ;  but  really  they  mould 
at  leaft  have  confined  tbemfelves  within  the 
bounds  of  truth.  To  fa*y  that  they  have  paid  off 
a  great  deal  of  the  debt  con  traded  in  the  late 

*  warr 
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e  war,  is  a  mif-reprefentation  ;  that  the  eftablifb- 

*  merit  of  the  army  is  lefs  than  after  the  laft  peace, 
4  is  not  true ;  that  the  finking  fund  has  been  en- 

*  crealed  391,000/.  by  the  fmuggling  cutters  upon 

*  1,400,000$.   of  tea,   is  falfe,  inconfiftent,    and 
impoffible.      Yet  I  fhould  not  think  it  fair  to 

c  charge  the   administration  upon  news-paper  in- 

*  telligences,    if  the  fame  doctrines  had  not  been 

*  pnblickly  and  univerfally  countenanced, 

4  I  fliall  follow  the  order  of  this  minifterial  ad- 

*  vertifement,  with  a  few  notes  upon  the  following 
4  articles,  viz. 

4  Debts  paid  off. 

*  Eftablifhment  of  the  army* 

*  Eftablifbment  of  the  navy. 

*  Encreafe  of  the  cuftoms  from  the  fmuggling 
cutters. 

4  The  anticipation  of  the  finking  fund* 

*  This  minifterial  advertifer,  to  have  dealt  im- 

*  partially,  fhould  have  let  us  know  that  nothing 

*  has  been  done  this  year,  during  the  adminiftra- 

*  tion  of  our  very  laborious  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
c  chequer ,  but  what  always  comes  of  courfe  in  the 

*  routine  of  office,  and  was  very  fuccefsfully  ac- 

*  complifhed  the  laft  year,    by  a  gentleman  who 

*  never  pretended  to  any  great  fkill  in  finances. 
'  Army  extraordinaries  of  the  preceding  year,  de- 
6  dommagements,    deficiencies    replaced    to   the 

*  finking  fund,  deficiencies  of  the  grants   of  the 

*  preceding  year,  together  with  deficiencies  of  land 
c  and  malt,  which  are  fo  pompoufly  called  debts 

*  contracted  in  the  late  unfortunate  war,  are  all  of 

*  them  articles  provided  for  as  they  arife,  almofr. 
\  annually  from  the  revolution,  and  particularly 
c  to  a  much  greater  amount  the  laft  year  than  the 

*  prefent.     As  to  the  navy  debt,  above  a  million 

*  and  a  half  uied  always  to  be  provided  for,  during 

*  the  war,   but  the  laft"  year,   it  was   all  thrown 

upon 
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4  upon  the  finking  fund,  and  by  theprefent  mini- 
4  iter  kept  there  this  year. 

'  But  when  the  current  expences  between  one 
c  year  and  another,  are  called  by  a  name  that  never 

*  was  thought  of  for  them  before,  viz.  debts  one 
c  would  not  proftitute  a'  ferious  argument  for  an  an- 
'  fwer,  the  only  reply  they  deferve  is  the  argument^ 
1  homines,  to  tell  them  that  even  according  to  their  own 
4  pretentions,  they  have  not  done  To  much  as  their 
4  neighbours.  However,  at  all  adventures  we  have 
4  a  right  to  expect,  that  thofe  who  boaft  of 
4  having  difcharged  a  large  portion  of  the  un- 
4  fortunate  debt,  will  leave  no  debts  or  defici- 
4  encies,  on  accountof  the  fervice  of  that. 
4  very  year,   when   they  make  this   boaft  ;  yet  I 

4  feartJie^minifter  (whoever  he  may  be  in  October) 

*  will  find  the  finking  fund  half  a  million  in  arrear. 
4  We  are  fare  he  will  have  800,000  of  exchequer 
4  bills  ;iffued.  in  this  feffions,  to  provide  for  next 
4  winter:  and  the  miniiler  in  the  year  176b  will 
4  have  to  difcharge,  the  million  advanced  by  the 
4  bank  to  the  prefent  miniiler,  for  the  fervice  of 
4  this  miraculous  year. 

6  Our  panegyrift  has  chofen  but  ill  to  afcribe  fuch 
4  ridiculous  pretentions  of  merit  to  his  patron,  while 
4  he  has  under  this  very  head  of  debts  paid  off,  lefc 
4  unnoticed  the  only  truant  ray  of  ceconomy  that  has 
4  wandered  from  the  exchequer.  The  army  extra- 
6  ordinaries  verified  and  allowed  this  year  amounted 
1  to  987,434/.  15^.  id.  ->Tths.  Now  fome  other 
4  fiovenly  minifter  would  have  indifcreetly  thrown 
4  in  the  odd  TaTths  of  a  farthing,  to  have  made  a 
4  round  fum,  without  dreaming  of  this  hair-breadth 
4  efcapefrom  bankruptcy  •,  but  happily  for  us,  our 
4  vigilantadmini(lration,upon  this  emergency, fum- 
4  moned  all  hands  aloft,  and  with  aftonifhing  labour, 
4  ceconomy,  expertnefs  in  fra£tions,  and  higgling 
1  with  zftquis  for  T*Tthsofafarthing,  havr  difcharged 
4animmenfeloadofdebr,andredecme_itheircountry 

*  from  bankruptcy.     The  faving  of  courfe  goes  to 

Vol.  VI.  A  a  *  the 


354  Parliamentary     A.  1 764. 

e  the  finking  fund,  which,  upon  the  ftrength  of  it, 
4    is  mortgaged  for  two  millions. 

'  When" this  great  boafting  is  made  of  debts  paid 
c  off,  it  only  ferves  to  remind  us  of  what  more  able 
c  minifters  have  done,  and  thereby  to  make  the  pre- 
'  tenfions  of  the  preie  n  tad  mi  nift  ration  the  more  ri- 

*  diculous.     If  a  minifter  would  acquire  the  merit 
4  of  paying  off  the  debr,  it  muftbedone  either  by 

*  improving  the  revenue,  orby  leffeningthe  intereft: 

*  of  the  debt.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  improved  the  re- 
6  venue  in  many  branches,  and  would  have  done  it 

*  in  more  •,  he  fettled  the  funds,  and  reduced  inter- 

*  eft,  fo  as  to  get  a  finking  fund,  which  during  his 

4  adminiftration  produced  above  20,000,000/.  With 

*  part  of  this  he  reduced  the  national  debt,  and  with 
€  the  remainder  he  provided  forfuch  extra-fervioeSj 
1  as  muft  otherwife  have  created  new  debts,  or  have 

*  kept  the  land-tax  at  four  millings  in  the  pound. 

*  Mr.  Pelham  encreafed  the   revenue  by  judicious 

*  regulations    upon    many  branches,    and    added 

*  600, 00c/.  a  year  to  the  finking  fund  by  the  re- 

*  duction  of  intereft. 

c  Now  let  us  fee  what  modern  minifters  have 

5  done  •,  the  (locks  have  fallen  10  per  cent,  under 
5  their  administration  ;  (though  they  rife  upon  every 
4  rumour  of  a  change)  io  that  there  is  no  chance  of 

*  any  reduction  ^  and  the  finking  fund  was  dimi- 

*  niilied  250,000/.  per  annum  thelaft  year,  which 

*  defect  the  minifter  of  the  prefent  year  has  adopted, 

*  inftead  of  applying  a  remedy ;  fo  that  their  handy- 

*  work  has  been,  to  raife  the  rate  of  intereft,  and 

*  to  impair  the  finking  fund,  inftead  of  raifing  the 

*  finking  fund  and  lowering  intereft.  Oh  !  but  they 
';  fay,  former  minifters  had  a  large  fcope,  but  every 

*  fund  of  improvement  is  exhaufted  now  ;  I  reply, 
'*  that  the   fame  fuperiority  of  talents  and  labour, 

*  which  fet  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  Mr.  Pelham  above 

*  their  perfonal  rivals,  in  their  own  times,  would 
<  have  held  in  derifion  the  little  pride  and  vain  boaft- 
?  ing,  of  modern  temporary  minifters5  who  think  to 

1  rival 
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'  rival  their  fame.     Befides,   it  is  very  apparent 

1  that  modern  minifters  take  a  malicious  delight  in 

c  dwelling  upon  the  public  calamities  and  diftreis 

€  arifing  from  the  war,  and  infulting  their  country 

'  under   them,  in  revenge  for  our  having  put  the 

c  conduct  of  public  meafures  into  other  hands  than 

4  theirs  -,   thinking  that  when  the  next   war  breaks 

4  out,  we  (hall  juft  have  fmarted  enough  for  the 

*  glories  that  are  paft,    to  make  us  lefs  refractory 
c  under  their  future  ignominious  adminiftration. 

c  As  to  the  eftabli foment  of  the  army,  that  is  not 
4  a  queftion  of  pence  and  farthings,  but  a  ftate  que- 
6  (lion  of  fecurity  at  home  and  dignity  abroad ;  there- 
c  fore  I  do  not  infift  any  farther  upon  the  argument* 
c  that  the  expence  of  the  army  this  year  is  1,500,060/. 
6  whereas  upon  the  average  of  the  late  peace  it  was 
c  but  1,2  60,000,  than  to  fugged  that  the  minifterhas 
i  no  right  to  lay  it  is  lefs.     An  over-proportion  of 

*  officers  to  men  upon  the  eftabliiliment,  is  certainly 
c  the  true  pplicy  for  a  country  which  has  concluded 

*  a  peace  hollow  and  unlikely  to  be  permanent. 
'  This  doctrine  I  know  is  favourable  to  minifters  -, 

*  but  thofe  minifters  who  do  not  think  this  country 
1  to  be  in  peril  of  another  war,  have  no  right  to  that 
'  argument;   and  therefore  they  ftand  convicted  of 

*  approving  it,  becaufe  it  enlarges  their  patronage 
c  with  more  commiffions  to  beftow  :  efpecially  fuch 
4  of  them  as  have  at  any  time  fhewn  reluctance  to  a 
c  plan  of  advancing  to  each  vacant  commiffion  from 
4  the  half-pay  ;  or  have  advifed  thediimiflion  of  of- 
c  fleers,    without  imputation    upon   their  military 

*  conduct. 

c  But  much  mentis  claimed  from  the  expence  be- 

*  flowed  upon  the  navy  by  a  great  number  of  men 
c  employed  in  thefmuggling  cutters.     Now  I  con- 

*  fefs,  to  me  it  feems,  that  however  conft  itutional 

'*  a  large  marine  may  be,  we  run  lefs  rifque  by  a  more 

c  moderate  provifion  there,  becaufe  laYlors  difmilTed 

'from  the  public  fervice  do  (lift  continue  failors* 

in  the  merchant  fervice,  and  are  always  ready  ar 
A  a  2  *  hand 
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6  hand   when  a  war  breaks  out.     But  let  me  afk^ 

*  whether  a  little  attention  would  not  be  well  be- 
c  {lowed  upon  our  fhips  themfeives,  which,  if  left  to 
c  decay,  are  not  fo  eafily  recovered,  as  our  failors  are 

*  from  the  merchant  fervice.  Perhaps  it  might  be 
e  as  well  if  the  profits  of  the  ifland  of  St.  John  were 
c  to  be  applied  to  the  repairs  of  (hips  (which  I  am 
c  told  are  going  to  decay  in  a  lamentable  manner) 
'  as  foliciting  it  in  a  private  grant. 

'  With  regard  to  the  fmuggling  cutter?,  I  eiri- 
£  not  allow  them  much  merit  as  providing  employ- 
6  ment  for  failors,  who  would  otherwife  be  employ- 
c  ed  in   the  merchant  fervice,  without  any  expence 

*  to  the  public,  more  efpecially  as  the  fmuggling 

*  fervice  itfeif  is  liable  to  fome  difcreditable  fuggef- 

*  tions  -,   and  for  meritorious  officers,  it  is  equally 

*  to  be  confidered  that  the  fervice  is  not  of  the 

*  mod  honourable  kind :  But  it  is  very  plain, 
6  that  the   adminiflration  prefer  the  beneficial  pa- 

*  tronage  of  fifty  fmuggling  cutters,  for  fuch  offi- 
'  cers  who  have  great  intereft  to  procure  them, 
«  while  they  have  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice 
c  which  faid  Date  obolum  Belifario..  A  thoufand 
'  lieutenants  who  folicited  but  6d.  a  day  additional 
4  to  their  half-pay,  are,  after  all  their  prodigal  fer- 
i  vices  (for  want  of  what  is  called  intereft)  caft 
4  off,  to  languifh  in  penury,  and  to  hide  their  heads 

*  in  thanklefs  oblivion. 

\  c<  Quis  tafia  fando 

'  Myrmidonum,Dolopumve,  aut  duri  miles  UlyfTei, 

*  Temper et  a  lachrymis  ? 

*  Now  let  us  confider  how  much  the  revenue 

*  has  been  encreafed  by  thefe  fmuggling  cutters. 

*  It  is  pretended  that  the  cuftoms  have  been  en- 
c  creafed  391,000/.  in  the  article  of  tea.     This  af- 

*  fertion  is  coo  ridiculous  to  deferve  an  anfwer,  be- 

4  caufe 
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*  cauie  it  is  notorious,   that  whatever  the  cuftoms 

*  have  produced  this  year  more  than  the  preceding, 

*  has  anfen  from  a  large  quantity  of  wine  fent  hi- 

*  ther  upon  the  late  invafion  of  Portugal,  and  a 
'large  quantity  of  fugar,  fent  home  from  thofe 
4  i Hands  which  were  reftored  to  the  French  in  fuch 
4  a  hurry.  However,  as  this  is  an  afTcrtion  calcu- 
4  lated  to  millead,  it  mall  not  go  nnanfwered.  Tn 
4  the  firft  place,  the  whole  produce  of  the  cuftoms 
4  upon  tea  is  about  but  2  1 0,000/.  a  year,  which  is  the 
4  duty    upon    about     4,000,000    pounds    weight. 

*  Then  I  beg  to  know  by  what  kind  of  arithmetic 

*  the  treafury  would  periuade  us,  that  the  fuppofed 

*  addition  of  1,400,0000  pounds  weight  would 
4  yield  to  the  cuftoms  391,000/.     In  the   fecond 

*  place,  the  cuftoms  upon  tea  amount  very  nearly 

*  to  one  half  of  the  excife  upon  tea,  lb  that  we 
6  may  judge  of  the  one  by  the  other :  the  produce 
6  of  the  excife  upon  tea,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  ag- 
4  gregate  and  general  fund  accounts,  has  been  as 

*  follows : 

£ 

*  Year  ending  Otlohr  1760 — •  —459,446 

1761 460,668 

i762 444,17° 

I763 478,458 

*  Now  the  mighty  matter  is  come  out  ;  the  ex- 

*  cife  is  higher  by  about  18,000/.  than  it  was  in 
4  the  year  17601761  ;   and  therefore   the  increafe 

*  upon  the  cuftoms  is  about  half  this,  viz.    8000  or 

*  9000/.  for  this  year  above  the  average. 

4 1  beg  to  compare  this  account  with  that  of  the 
4  cuftoms  upon  tea  after  the  late  peace  in  1748,  to 
4  Ihew  what  other  minifters  have  done  : 

A  a  3  *  Year 
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I 

1  ear  ending  Midfummer  1748 —  93*850 

1749- *  b'2,673 

1J50 158,000 

1751-. 118,799 

1752 -i5°^97 

l75l- 10M35 

3754 i73>7°3 

c  Let  our  temporary  minifter  perufe  this  account, 

•c  and  then  boaft  of  his  having  encreafed  the  reve- 

f  nueofthe  cuftoms,  to  the  amount  of  9000/.  per 

annum  by  his  favourite  fmuggling  cutters. 

*  In   the  next  place  I  {hall  {hew,   that  the  cnf- 

*  tonis  have    been     encreafed    in    thole    branches 

*  which  include  no  duty  upon  tea,  as  upon  the  fol- 

*  lowing, 

1762  1763- 

Impoft  upon  wines  and  vinegar  64,776— — 84,949 
Impoft  upon  wines  174-5  55,874— 67,^10, 

Impoft  upon  tobacco  82,894 93>35i 

Impoft  of  1690  77,774 127,496 

281,318—373,206 

c  If  upon  fo  fmall  a  proportion  of  the  cuftoms 

*  (at  the  fame  time  including  no  duty  upon  fugar) 

*  there  has  been  fo  great  an  increafe,  jet  us  imagine, 

*  when  the  encreafe  is  computed   upon   the  whole 

*  amount  of  the  duties  upon  thefe  articles,  and  up- 

*  on  fugar,  what  will  there  be  left  to  attribute  to 
c  the  encreafed  revenue  of  tea. — And  after  ail,  what 

*  is  it  but  an  inlult  upon   the   underftandings  of 

*  the  uninformed,  for   the  minifter    to  claim   any 

*  merit  to  his  adminiftration,  becaufe  the  cuftoms 
4  have  produced  400,000/.  more  in  any  one  year  than ■ 
J  the  precedingathan  which  is  nothing  more  common. 
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4  So  grofsan  impofition  cannot  be  treated  with  fuf- 
'  ficient  contempt,  becaufe  it  puts  the  miniftry  up- 
4  on    the  footing  of  a  notorious  impoftor.     Here 

*  follows  the  account  of  the  cuftoms  for  four  years 
4  as  a  ipecimen  of  their  fluctuation  : 

Year   ending  Midfummer  1760 2,299,903 

1 76 1 1,512,000 

1762 -^l^zMl 

l7^Z 2^7^5^ 

*  Now  let  them  plead  ignorance  in  thofe  points 

*  where  they  have  boafted  of  their  knowledge,  or 

*  confefs  themfelves  guilty  of  an  intended  impofi- 
c  tion.  I  hope  that  I  have  now  proved,  that  the 
c  encreafe  of  the  cuftoms  does  not  arife  from  tea, 
4  that  itis  impoffible  it  fhould  jjlikewife,  that  I  have 
4  pointed  out  the  branches  upon  which  theencreafe 
c  has  arifen  ;  and  laftly,  that  the  encreafe,  fuch  as 
4  it  is,  cannot  at  all  be  depended  upon  for  being 
4  permanent,   as  it  is  nothing  more  than  according 

*  to  the  ufual  fluctuation  of  the  cuftoms,  and  what 
4  might  naturally  be  expe&ed  after  two  years  that 
4  were  below  par. 

4  If  any  thing  can  be  more  abfurd  or  ridiculous 

*  than  the  alTertion  of  this  improvement  of  the 
4  cuftoms  by  fmuggling  cutters,  it  is  the  applica- 

*  tion  of  it.     The  cuftoms  were  cafually  encreafed 

*  410,000/.  between  Midfummer  1762  and  Midfum- 
'  mer    1763,   therefore  the  minifter  with  peculiar 

*  propriety  charges  400,000/.  extraordinary  upon 
6  the  growing  produce  of  the  finking  fund  between 
4  October  1763  and  October  1764,  a  year  andaquar- 

*  ter   after — There   is  a  ministerial   fyllogifm  for 

*  you  ! 

4  I  do  not  pique  myfelf  upon  any  great  accuracy 

*  of  ftile  or  elegant  compofition  in  thefe  notes,  be- 

*  canfe  they  are  merely  fuch  as  drop  from  my  pen 

A  a  4  '  as 
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c  as  I  go  on  •,  but  as  to  figures,  eftimates,  averages, 
'  as  any  one  might  be  inclined  to  put  lefs  confi- 
'  dence  in  them,  if  they  were  done  extempore  or 

*  in  a  hurry,  I  muft  therefore  beg  leave  to  fay,  that 

*  they  have  lain  by  me  for  fome  years,  and  confe- 
c  quently  have  been  examined  with  accuracy  ancl 
f  deliberation,  otherwiie  I  mould  not  have  thought 
'  of  ftarting  thefe  fort'  of  queftions  out  of  hand, 

*  more  efpecially  I  ihould  have  kept  clear  of  what 
6  Ifhall  nowconfider  for  the  next  point,  viz.  Whe- 
t  ther  the  finking  fund  can  befuppofed  to  produce 

*  the  fum  that  is  charged  upon  it  for  this  year?  I 
c  mean  to  offer  an  argument  upon  this  head  to 
'  the  Treafury-bench,  and  if  they  will  forgive  my 
e  difturbbuting  their  golden  dreams,  I  wifh  they 
'  would  rub  their  eyes  and  perufe  the  following 
&  eftimate. 

'  I  fhall  take  it  for  granted  that  fome  of  them 
c  have  heard,  that  the  finking  fund  confifts  of 
c  certain   furpluffes    brought  from  the  Aggregate , 

*  South-fea,  and  General  funds  ;   of  feveral  confo- 

*  lidated   duties,  and  of  monies   carried  to  this 

*  fund  from  the  fupplies  of  the  year.     I  will  ftate 

*  all  thefe  feparately.  The  produce  of  the  fur? 
6  pluffes  upon  an  average  of  fix  years  ending  Ocr 
c  tober  1763  amounts  to  1,938,727/.  after  deducT:- 

*  ing  119,375/.  of  the  land-tax  of  1758,  which, 
c  was  carried  to  the  furpluffes  in  QElober  1760,  and 

*  likewife  deducting  the  fpirit  duties  of  Ithe  33d 

*  George  II.  Thefe  la  ft  are  to  be  deducted  from 
4  the  iiirpluffes,  becaufe  I  mall  take  their  eftimate 
e  in  the  place  where  they  ftand  now,  viz.  among 
fc  the  confolidated  duties,  elfe  they  would  be  twice 
f  told.     The  proof  follows; 


Total 
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Total  furplus  as  they  are 
ftated  in  the  accounts  up- 
on the  table. 

1758 

1759 

1760 

1761 

J76z 

1763 


1,835,043 
1,831,260 
2,308,506 
2,301,527 
1,768,242 
2,209,434 


Spirit  duties  to  be  de- 
ducted, together  with 
the  Land  tax  1758 

132,812 

1 19,375  Land-tax  1758 
327»^6 
42,125 


J2, 254,012)621,648 

Average  produce  of  the  furpluffes 


Nett  fur- 
plus 

1,835,043 
1,831,260 
2,056,319 
1,974,191 
1,726,117 
2,209,434 


11,632,364 
^93^727 


8  In  the  next  place  we  rnuft  take   the  average 

*  of  the  consolidated  duties  upon  a  medium  of  fix 

*  years. 

Duty  on  wrought  plate  1720        -       -         100 
Stamps  1 73 1  -  -  -  31*300 

Surplus  of  the  fpiritduty  j6  and  iy  Geo.  lb  24,200 
pittoon  wines  1745  -  -     45,000 

Ditto  on  glafs  and  fpirituous  liquors  24,900 

Ditto  on  houfes         -  ^  115,300 

Coach  duty  -  54*°°o 

Subfidy  1747  -  *  318,600 

Duty  on  fweets  *  jj  6,20p 

Plate  licences        -  *  6,700 

Surplus  of  the  duties  upon  foap,  paper 

coals  1 714  -  -        48>30° 

Ditto  on  coals  1719         -  •'      -        -        24,800 
Beer    licences,   cards,     and    plate,    by  ^ 

29  Geo.  II,       -  -  -         75>4<*>  ! 

Salt  -  -  -  -        227,700 

gtamps,  wine  licences,   coals  exported, 

and  fpirit  licences  30  Geo.  II,  100,100 

Subfidy,  1759  -  -  223,100 

Spirit  duties  24  Geo.  II.         -  -  46,800 

Ditto  by  33  Geo.  II.  299,500 

Ditto 
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Ditto  by  2  Geo.  III.             -             -  60,000 

Houfe  duty  2  Geo.  III.         -             -  29,100 

Three-penny  malt  duty             -         -  330,000 

Beer  duty  ij6i             -  372,000 

— '  - 

Total  2,463,100 

Efilmate  of  the  growing  produce  of  the  finking  fund 
from  Odiobev  1763,  to  October  1764. 

By  furpluffes  -  -         »         1,938,000 

J»y  confolidated  duties         -         -         2,463,000 
From  the  fupplies  *  -  147,000 

TTotal  eftimated  produce   4,548,000 

The  charges  upon  the  finking  fund  are 

To  pay  confolidated  annuities         -  64.5,$ z6 
To  pay  reduced  annuities         -         -  540,994 
To  pay  4 per  cent,  annuities            -  81   ,234 
To  pay  long  annuities  1762,  with  charges  121,680 
Three  i-half^r  cent,  annuities  1756  -    53,342 
South-fea  annuities  1751,         -         -  64,180  , 
Life-annuities  1757         -            -  35*2 12 
Navy  annuities            -       '-        -  140,000 
^hree  quarters  of  a  year's  annuity  grant- 
ed 1 761            -                        -  372,000 
Deficiencies  of  funds  eftimated  at        -  100,000 
M0ney  remaining  unpaid  for  the  fer- 

viceofj^^            -            -  67,823 

Total   2,955,021 

*  Thefe  are  the  premifes  from  which  we   may 

*  come  to  a  clear  ftate  of  the  queftion,  whether  the 

*  finking  fund  be  anticipated  for  more  than  it  will 
«  yield  or  not';  for  we  have  only  to  fubftract  the 

6  charges 
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'  charges  upon  this  fund,  from  the  eftimated  prp- 
f  duce  of  it,  and  the  remainder  will  be  the  amount 

*  of  the  difpoleable  money  within  the  year. 

Total  eftimated  produce  -  -  4,548,000 
Total  charge  previous  to  the  vote  of 

2,000,000  for  1764           -          -  2,955,000 

Difpofeable  money  according  to  efti-  « — —■        » 

mate  between  Offoher    1763,   and 

1764        -  '      -  i9593>00° 

Deficiency  of  the  finking  fund  at  the 

end  ot  the  year  according  to  efti- 
mate,  being   what   its  produce  will 
fall  fhort  of  the  two  millions  charg- 
ed upon  it  ,  ■?  407,000 

c  It  appears  then  by  this  eftimate*,   that  the 

*  probable  deficiency  of  the  finking  fund  at  the 
J  end  of  the  year  will  be  400,000/.  and  this  upon 
f  an  average  computation,  which  however  is  more 

<  than 

<  *  I  (hall  put  all  the  explanatory  remarks  that  occur  to  me  re- 
f  lating  to  the  above  eftimate  promifcuoufly  into  one  note.     With 

*  regard  then  to  the  firft  branch,  viz.  furpjufl'es,  the  average  of 
f  them  will  be  rather  lower  than  I  have  ftated,  becaufe  the  new 

*  cuftoms  and  excifes  laid  on  during  the  war  will  impair  their 
e  produce,  and  this  will  more  particularly  be  the  cafe  with  the  civil 

*  lift  funds,  the  two  great  branches  of  which  being  an  excife  upon 
e  beer  j  and  what  is  called  the  new  fubfidy  will  doubtlefs 
«  be  impaired  by  the  fubfidy  of  1759;  and  the  new 
«  beer  duty  of  1761.  It  muft  be  obferved  that  I  have  made 
«  no  alteration  in  the  eftimate  of  the  furplus  of  the  aggregate  fund 
<  on  account  of  the  civil  lift  revenues  going  thither  fmce  the 
'  death  of  the  late  king,  becaufe  they  carry  as  much  additional 
5  charge  upon  that  fund,  as  they  do  of  revenue  to  it,  or  upon  an 
«  average  rather  more  ;  for  it  appears,  that  the  civil  lift  funds 
'  upon  an  average  of  33  years  during  the  late  king's  reign  pro^ 

*  duced  but  793,400/.  per  annum  >  the  fum  total  of  their  produce 
'  being   26,182,981/.    as  appears  by  a  paper  prefented  after  the 

*  death  of  the  late  king. As  to  the  119,000/.  of  the  land-tax 

'  of  1758  deducted  out  of  the  furplulTes,  that  requires  no  apology, 
'  for  if  the  produce  of  the  finking  fund  is  to  depend  upon  fuch 

*  contingence,  we  are  in  a  deplorable  way;  nothing  like  it  ever ' 
«  happened  before,  nor  is  likely  to  happen  again.     As  to  the  con- 

f  iblidated  duties,  I  can  fay  no  more  than  that  the  chief  of  them 

«  are 
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*  than  the  adminiftration  can  in  ftri&nefs  of  ar'gu- 
4  rnent  claim  in  the  cafe  before  us,  becaufe  as  the 
c  laft  year  was  above  par,  the  rifing  year  is  likely 
4  to  fall  below ;  but  as  I  do  not  mean  to  be  capti- 
c  ous,  nor  have  any  occafion  to  fcrew  the  ar- 
4  gument  as  tight  as  it  will  bear,  I  make  no  ac- 
4  count  of  this :  on  the  contrary,  wherever  a  fund 

*  has  fallen  remarkably  below  par,  I  have  reilored 

*  it  to  its  ufual  average,  as  upon  the  three-penny 
4  malt-duty,  which  I  have  fet  at  its  full  average, 

*  according  to  the  eflimate  of  the  annual  malt-duty, 

*  by  which  we  may  judge;  and  I  have  done  this 
4  without  fetting  any  thing  off  from  the  account 

*  where  the  cafual  produce  of  any  branch  has  been 
(  remarkably  high.     It  rauft  likewife  be  confider- 

4  cd, 

*  aren  take  upon  an  average  of  fix  years,  and  fuch  of  them  as  have 
'  not  been  granted  fo  long,  I  have  taken  upon  the  longeft  term 
'that  could  be  had.     The  duty  upon  houfes  granted  in  the  year 

*  1762  was  expected,  I  know,  to  produce  a  great  deal  more  than 

*  it  has,  but  as  the  produce  of  it  for  the  fecond  year  amounts  but 
■'  to  29,100/.     I  could  not  think  myfelf  juftified  to  let  it  down  for 

*  more,  merely  upon  a  vague  eftimate,  and  contrary  to  the  expe- 

*  rience  of  a  fecond  year's  produce.     The  new  beer  duty  of  176 1 

*  upon  the  average  of  the  fecond  and  third  years  (the  produce  of]a 

*  firft  year  is  fo  vague  that  it  ought  never  to  be  taken  into  any  efti- 

*  mate)  in  which  it  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  got  into  (bmething  of 

*  a  fettled  way  of  producing,  has  amounted  to  about  522,000/.  per 

*  annum :  now  it  has  been  a  point  of  fome  difficulty  with  me  to  de- 

*  termine,  what  proportion  of  this  I  mould  fetdown  for  the  produce 
«  of  this  duty  between  Cbrijlmas  and  ORoher,  which  term,  includes 

*  two  fummer  quarters,  and  confequently  will  not  receive  any 
«.  thing  like  three-quarters  of  the  whole  produce  of  the  duty  :  be- 
?  caufe  the  winter  is  the  time  of  brewing,  and  the  OBober  quarter 
?  may  very  well  be  fuppofed  to  bring  in  a  third  part  of  the  whole 

*  year's  income.     To  fettle  this  therefore  as  equitably  as  I  could, 

*  I  have  allowed  372,000/.  which  is  juft  between  two-thirds  and 
•three-quarters,  and  correfponds   exaclly  with   the  amount  of 

*  three  quarters  of  a  year's  annuity  charged  upon  this  fund,  which 

*  will  grow  due  between  Chrifimas  and  October.  I  think  there  can. 
?  be  no  exception  to  this,  which  feems  to  be  fair  on  both  fides,  as 

*  well  as  fupported  by  eftimate.     As  to  the  eftimate  of  deficiencies, 

*  which  is  fet  at  100,000/.     I  compute  the  probable  deficiency  of 

*  the  duty  upon  officers  and  penfions  at  50,000/.  and  the  defici- 

*  ency  of  the  wine  and  cyder  at  50,000/.  more. 
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ed,  that  as  thefe  eftimates  go  back  to  years  pre- 
vious to  many  of  the  new  duties  laid  on  during 
the  war,  the  average  of  old  duties  from  this 
time  forward  is  more  likely  to  fall  than  to  con- 
tinue as  before  -,  but  I  have  made  this  whole 
eftimate  with  a  liberal  hand,  to  take  away  any 
pretence  from  the  miniftry  for  retorting  the  ac- 
culation  upon  me,  viz.  that  I  have  likewiie 
made  a  fallacious  eftimate.  For  if  I  could  have 
prevailed  upon  myfelf  to  have  followed  their,  own 
example,  the  deficiency  would  have  come  out 
double. 

c  I  muft  here  point  out  a  notable  piece  of  mini- 
fterial  craft  with  regard  to  the  beer  duty  of  176 1, 
as  it  will  explain  the  motive  for  annexing  it  to 
the  linking  fund  from  Chriftmas  laft.  I  have 
eftimated  the  produce  of  this  duty  between 
Chriftmas  and  Ottober  at  372,000/.  as  I  have 
charged  it  with  three  quarters  of  a  year's  annui- 
ty, viz.  372,000/.  likewife,  becaufe  fo  much 
will  be  due  then  ;  but  it  mud  be  obferved,  that 
the  pay-days  of  this  annuity  are  Midfummer 
and  Chriftmas  •,  therefore  between  this  time  and 
Oolober^  there  will  be  only  one  half-year's  payment 
to  be  made,  by  which  means  the  minifter  will  ap- 
ply the  furplus  produce  of  the  duty  above  one 
half-year's  payment,  to  the  current  fervice  of 
this  year,  and  leave  the  produce  of  the  remain- 
ing quarter  from  October  to  Chriftmas  to  be  an- 
fwerable  for  a  half-year's  payment  due  at  Chrift- 
mas. And  if  the  beer  duty  had  not  been  carried 
to  the  finking  fund  from  Chriftmas  lad,  fo  far 
from  any  chance  of  receiving  the  benefit  of  any 
furplus  upon  this  duty  to  the  amount  of  1 24,000/. 
between  this  time  and  Ottober  (which  is  a  falla- 
cy that  the  prefent  minifter  hopes  to  avail  him- 
felf)  that  the  probable  furplus  on  the  5th  of 
January  1765,  would  amount  to  about  30,000/. 
or    40,000/.    but  this    would    not    have    ferved 

4  the 
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c  the  purpofe  of  the  prefent  year.  The  amount  of 
c  which  piece  of  legerdemain  is  neither  more  or 
'    lefs  than  this.     If  the  minifter  can  but  fcramble 

*  through  this  winter  by  exhaufting  every  tem- 

*  pofary  and  deceitful  expedient,  he  confiders  it 
8  as  a  matter  of  no  concern  to  him,  in  what  condi- 

*  tion  the  revenue  will  be  found  in  October ■,  or  what 
'  difficulties  he  may  throw  upon  the  moulders  of 

*  another  man,  provided  he  can  fhift  them  off  from 

*  his  own. 

c  Now  that  we  are  upon  the  topic  of  the  fink- 

*  ing  fund,  I  will  ftate  my  idea  of  it  in  a  very  few 

*  words.     I  fhall  hope  to  exprefs  myfelf  in  fuch  a 

*  manner  that  a  plain  man  may  underftand  me  ; 

*  as  to  people  in  office,  I  defpair  ;  for,  in  general, 

*  they  are  fo  involved  in  technicalities,    that  they 

*  cannot  fee  a  thing,  unlefs  it  be  in  a  mid. 

'Total  permanent  revenue  (excluding  the  land-tax ',  and 
annual  malt-tax.) 

Cuftoms        -  2,000,000 

Excifes  (exclufive  of  the  an- 
nual malt  duty,  4,000,000 

Stamps,  houfe  duty,  fait, 
offices,  and  penfions, 
poft-office,  beer  licences, 
and  other  fmall  branches,    1  sooo,ooo 

Total    permanent  revenue 
nett  (exclufive  of  the  land 
tax,    and  annual  malt- 
tax)*         -  .-  7,000,000 
Charges 

*If  anyone  would  know  the  Turn  total  raifed  with  in  this  year,  he 
xnuft  add  the  nett  produce  of  the.  land  and  malt  to  the  perpetual 
duties,  and  then  it  will  ftand  thus, 

By  perpetual  duties  as  ftated  above  -  -  7,000,000 
Nett  produce  of  land  at  4;,  and  malt,  about  2,450,000 
Total  money  raifed  within  the  year       -       «     -      9,450,00* 
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Charges  upon  the  national  revenue. 

To  the  civil  lift        -      -      800,000 

To  the  intereft  of  the  fund- 
ed national  debt         -     4,54.8,835 

To  the  intereft  of  the  navy 
bills   charged  pro  tem- 
pore  upon  the  finking  j 
fund         -                          140,000 

To  the  intereft  of  about 
6,000,000  of  outftand- 
ing  debts  at  the  rate  of 
4  per  cent,  which  muft 
directly  or  eventually- 
come  out  of  the  perma- 
nent revenue  240,000 

Total  charge         -        -     5,728,835 

The  total  charge  deducted 
from  the  total  perma- 
nent revenue,  leaves  the 
total  difpofeable  money 
or  finking  fund       -  -  1,271,165 

*  The  minifters  boaft  that  they  have  raifed  the 
'  fupplies  this  year  without  any  additional  tax.  Now, 

*  other  people  fee  all  this  in  a  very  different  light ; 
6  for  the  miniftry  have  only  poitponed  the  necef*- 
c  fary  provifions,  they  have  left  near  ten  millions 

*  of  outftanding  debt,  which,  till  it  is  funded,  will 
c  infallibly  deprefs  all  the   other  flocks;    we  fee 

*  that  it  does  fo,  as  they  are  at  this  moment  15 
c  per  cent,  below  par,  and  this  1  call  a  tax  upon  all 
f  ftock-holders.  Afk  the  monied  intereft,  whether 
1  the  prefent  miniftry  has  laid  any  tax  ?  and  they 

*  will,  tell  yon,    that  their  property   is  worfe  by 
.  *  20,000,000/.  than  it  would  be  if  minifters  would 

c  do  their  duty  ;  and  if  this  is  not  a  tax,  let  themi- 
'  nifter  give  his  definition  of  taxing, 

<  Then 
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c  Then  go  to  the   landed  intereft,  and  enquire 

*  what  merit  the  miniftry  are  to  claim  with  them  ? 
'  Their  merit  is  this  •,  that  they  will  not  exert  them- 

*  felves  to  provide  for  the  neceffities  of  the  ftate 

*  by  apian  of  diftributing  the  burthen,  andthere- 

*  fore  have  thrown  the  whole  upon  the  moulders  of 

*  the  landed  man  •,  rather  than  ftir  themfelves  to 
c  effectuate  any  plan,  by  which  the  landed  gentle- 

*  men  might  have  to  pay   no  more  than  their  re- 

*  fpective  proportions,  according  to  their  way  of 

*  living,  they  have  transferred  the  whole  upon  the 

*  land,  which  from  hence  forward  can  have  no 
c  chance  of  paying  lefs  than  four  (hillings  in  the 
'  pound.  That  the  landed  men  may  fee  how  decid- 

*  edand  hopelefs  their  fate  is,  I  {hall  ftate  the  cur- 

*  rent  expence,  and  the  annual  provifion  that  there 

*  is  to  fupport  it. 

The  avowed  peace  eftablifh- 

ment  amounts  to  -  3,500,000 

The  Ways  and  Means  are, 
By  land  at'4J.   and  malt, 

which   will    yield     nett 

about  -         -  2,450,000 

By  the  finking  fund,  which 

till  fome  farther  provifion 

be   made  for   the   out- 

ftanding  debt,  will  yield 

no  more  than  about         1,270,000 
Total  annual  provifion  for 

the     current    expence, 

during     the    time     of 
peace,   including  the 

land-tax,  at  4*.         -   •     -         -        3,720,00© 

c  The  furplus  being  about  220,000/.  is  to  an- 
*  fwer  all  contingent  expences  5  fuch  as  an  occa- 
I  fional  fubfidy,  a  fleet  of  obfervation,  and,  and  a 

*  variety 
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c  variety  of  incidental  matters,  which  in  the  mod 

t  peaceable  times  muft  occur :  in  the  next  place, 

4  it  is  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  near  ten 

*  millions  of  ogtftanding  debt,  which  indeed  half 
c  a  century  of  undifturbed  peace  may  poffibly  ac- 
4  complim  ;  and,  at  the  end  of  this  period,  the 

*  land-tax  may  ftand  fome  chance  of  being  reduc- 
«  ed  a  few   pence   below   four   ihillings  in   the 

*  pound.' 

JZJJtcftfe  ACTS paffidtbis+SESSlON, 

AN  Act  To  punifh  mutiny  and  defertion. 
An  Act  For  the  land  tax. 

An  A 61  for  the  duty  upon  malt,. 

An  Act  To  naturalize  the  Hereditary  Prince  0/Brunf- 
wick. 

An  Act  To  allow  the  free  importation  of  tallow  and 
hogs  lard  from  Ireland. 

An  Act  For  regulating  the  marines. 

An  Act  To  lay  a  duty  on  Cyder. 

An  Aft  For  granting  a  certain  fum  out  of  the/inking 
fund  for  the  fer  vice  of  the  year  1764. 

An  Act  For  granting  certain,  duties  on.  goods  in  the 
Britifti  colonies  for  the  fupport  of  government ,  and 
for  encourageing  the  trade  ta  the  fagar  colonies, 
[By  this  act  a  duty  of  \l.  is.  is  laid  on  foreign 
clay'd  fugars  [inftead  of  5J.]  indigo  6d.  a  lb. 
[2d.]  coffee  il.  19s.  gd.  per  cwt.  Madeira  wine 
7/.  per  ton  |  Port  and  Spanifh  wines  1  os.  a  ton  ; 
wrought  filks,  Bengals,  and  fluffs  mixt  with 
filk  or  herbs,  is.  a  piece  •,  Callicoes  is.  6d.  a- 
piece ;  Cambricks  %s.  French  lawns  %s.  coffee 
and  piemento  of  the  growth  of  the  Britjfh  colo^ 
nies ;  coffee  ys.  a-cwt.  piemento  id.  a  lb.  fo- 
reign molafies  and  fyrups  3d.  a  gallon,  [inftead 
of  td.]  which  was  feldom  paid.  Thefe  duties 
are  all  to  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  and  re- 
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ferved  for   defraying  the  charges  of  protecting 

the  Britijh  colonies  in  America.] 
An  Act  For  altering  the  duty  on  bever  Jkinsy  [lejjened 

on  importation  and  raifed  on  exportation.'] 
An  Act  For  regulating  pilot s,  &c. 
An  Act  For  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  Britifh 

fail  cloth. 
An  Act  For  dif charging  recognizances  ejlreated  in  the 

Exchequer. 
An  Act  For  regulating  the  nightly  watch,  and  em- 
ploying the  poor  in  St.  Clement  Danes. 
An  Act  iFor  regulating  buildings,    and  preventing 

fires. 
An  Act  To  raife  money  by  Exchequer  loans. 
An  Act  To  efiablijh  the  Bank  contracl. 
An  Act  To  charge  certain  annuities  on  the  Jinking 

fund,  &c.  , 
An  Act  To  report  rice  from  Georgia  and  Carolina  t$ 

the  American  colonies  ^  on  paying  Britifh  duty. 
An  Act  To  enable  his  Majefty  to  allow  the  import  a- 

lion  of  Irifh  provifions. 
An  Act  To  encourage  the  manufactory  of  cambrick  in 

England. 
An  Act  To  encourage  the  whale  ffhery  on  the  Ameri- 
can coajls. 
t- — and  in  Greenland. 

An  Act  To  vejl  Senegal  in  the  African  company. 
An  Act  To  a  bounty  on  the  importation  of  hemp  from 

America. 
An  Act  To  refrain  the  currency  of  paper  money  in  the 

colonies. 
An  Act  To  exclude  bankrupts  from  privilege  of  par- 
liament. 

An  Act  To  regulate  the  poftage* 


On 
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On  the  19th  of  April,  1764,  his  Majefty  put 
an  end  to  this  feflion  with  the  following  fpeech  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*  Y  Cannot  put  an  end  to  this  feflion  of  parliament 
c  J    ^without  returning  you  my  thanks  for  the  pru- 

*  dent  and  falutary  meafures  which  you  have  taken 
«  to  extend  the  commerce,  and  fecure  the  happi- 
6  nefs  of  my  kingdoms. 

*  The  affurances  which  I  have  received  of  the 

*  pacific,  diipofition   of   the   feveral  powers   with 

*  whom  we  were  lately  at  war,  and  of  their  refolu- 

*  tion  to  adhere  inviolably  to  the  terms  of  the  late 
6  treaty,  promife  the  continuance  of  peace  abroad  ; 

*  and  the  firm  and  temperate  exertion  of  your  au- 
6  thority,  joined  to  the  conftitutiomS|gnd  public- 
'  fpirited  conduct  which  you  have  manifested  on 

*  every  occafion  during  the  prefent  feflion,  will, 

*  I  truft,  eftablifh  at  home  due  obedience  to  the 
4  laws,  reverence  to  the  legislature,  and  domeftic 
6  union.' 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

c  I  thank  you  for  the  fupplies  which  you  have  fo 

*  chearfully  and  unanimoufly  granted.     The  ample 

*  provifion  you  have  made  for  the  feveral  fervices 

*  recommended  to  you,  and  efpecially  for  main- 
4  taining  my  fleet  in  a  refpectable  ftate,  will,  I  am 

*  confident,  preferve  to  this  nation  its  proper  weight 
€  and  influence,  and  give  flrength  and  fecurity  to  all 

*  my  dominions. 

c  The  wife  regulations  which  have  been  eftablifh- 
6  ed  to  augment  the  public  revenues,  to  unite  the 
c  interefls  of  the   moft  diftant  pofTeflions  of  my 

*  Crown*  and  to  encourage  and  fecure  their  com- 

merce 
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4  merce  with  Great  Britain,  call  for  my  hearty  ap- 

*  probation* 

4  Your  regard  to  public  credit,  in  difcharging 
4  a  part  of  the  heavy  debt  contracted  and  unpro- 
4  vided  for  during  the  late  war,  without  impofing 
4  on  this  kingdom  the  burthen  of  any  new  taxes, 

*  is  particularly  pleafing  to  me,  from  the  tender 

*  concern  wjiich  I  feel  for  my  people.* 

My  &ords  and  Gentkm$n% 

4  Jt  is  the  proper  employment  of  this  feafon  of 
4  tranquillity,  toconfiderof  the  mod  effectual  means 
4  for  perfecting  thofe  works  of  peace,  and  plans  of 
4  public  utility,  which  have  heen  fo  wifely  and  hap- 
1  piiy  begun, 

*  I  recommend  thefe  important  objects  tq.  your 
4  confideration  during  the  recefs.  You  may  de- 
4  pend  upon  my  conftar^t  endeavours  for  the  fuccefs 
4  of  thefe  good  purpofes,  as  I  fhail  ever  efteem  it 
4  my  trued  glory  to  employ  that  power  with  which 
4  {he  conftititfion  hath  entrufted  me,  in  promoting 
4  your  real  intereds,  and  lading  happineis,' 
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